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Pen and Ink
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Dressed to Kill or Bolster Her Career,
Lopez’ Gown Surpasses the Sickening

Gone are the days of
glamour. Welcome to the
world of the exhibitionist.
Jennifer Lopez, barely clad
in a green drape, which
seemed like it was held
together by a safety pin, let
everything pop out at this
year’s Grammys. As if there
was any doubt of Lopez’
appeal, she had to assure
us by leaving nothing to
the imagination, foregoing
any glimmer of glamour or
decorum. Now, it’s all any-
one can talk about.

When the Grammys aired
at 8 p.m., a time when little
Johnny Smith and Susie
Jones are still awake and
hoping the Backstreet Boys would win some awards,
Johnny and Susie got an eyeful instead. David Duchovny, who
opened the show with Lopez, looked like a bucket of freezing
cold water couldn’t have even aroused him from his gaping glare.
But, Puff Daddy, Lopez’ beau who is currently dodging criminal
charges, seemed as proud as a peacock.

It’s a common trend these days – trying to resuscitate a career
or reputation that is plunging to the depths of boredom by
pushing the fashion envelope. I’m not saying Lopez should have
opted for the turtleneck with the buttons up to her neck and a
lovely Colonial brooch, but a little bit of self-respect would have
been nice. Why must artists like Lopez and (I must mention)
Mariah “Scarey” remove most of their clothing in order to stay on
the minds of the CD-buying public?

Shouldn’t the talent speak for itself?
I speculate that Lopez, who stayed out of the spotlight during

Puff Daddy’s bout with the law, figured the best way to recreate
her reputation (which became questionable by her association
with Puffy) was to make herself a part of Grammy History. Not
with her musicianship, but with her attire.

All I can say is, Jennifer – put some clothes on.

Jennifer Lopez and THAT DRESS

ARTIST OF THE WEEK

Emeril Lagasse

“BAM!” — Chef
extraordinaire Emeril Lagasse
has cleverly coined this term as
a way to spice up the ordinary
flavors in cooking and give
them a punch and zest never
before imaginable to the aver-
age palate.

His charismatic grin and hos-
pitable manner has garnered
him as one of the most likable
chefs since Julia Child and The
Frugal Gourmet. In short,
Lagasse is to Creole cooking
what peanut butter is to jelly.

Lagasse’s fame arose from
very humble beginnings. He
worked at a Portuguese bake
shop while growing up in Fall
River, Mass. When offered a
scholarship to pursue his love
of music, Lagasse turned it down
and decided to focus his efforts
on the culinary program at
Johnson and Wales University.
It paid off, as he later earned a
Doctorate Degree from the in-
stitution.

Post-graduation, Lagasse trav-
eled to Lyons and Paris, France
to master the art of French cui-
sine. When he returned to the
U.S., the chef obtained critical
acclaim through his culinary
creations in New York, Boston
and Philadelphia restaurants.

With a true love for what he
calls “New New Orleans” cui-
sine, Lagasse is continuously
studying the flavors and tex-
tures of the region he affection-
ately terms “N’Awlins.”

Lagasse is commonly viewed
showing off his “BAM” tech-
niques with the freshest of in-

gredients and most experimen-
tal leaps in cooking on the Food
Network’s “The Essence of
Emeril.” He also owns six eating
establishments, including
Emeril’s Restaurant, NOLA,
Delmonico Restaurant and
Emeril’s New Orleans Fish
House, all located in New Or-
leans.

Springtime Crab Salad

The Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main Ingredient

3 c. spinach leaves, washed and torn 1/2 tsp. orange rind
2 c. lettuce, washed and torn 2 tbsp. orange juice
1/2 c. cabbage, washed and shredded 2 tbsp. balsamic vinegar
2 oranges, peeled and sliced 2 tsp. olive oil
12 oz. crabmeat, separated into pieces 1 small red onion in rings

Combine spinach, lettuce, cabbage, oranges and onion rings
in large bowl, adding crabmeat. Toss until fully blended and
combined.

Combine orange rind, juice, vinegar and oil in small, covered
jar. Shake vigorously until mixed well.

Pour dressing from jar over salad mixture. Toss until well-coated.
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The Dreamer by Dan Partouche

Untitled by Magno Laracuente

What�s In Bloom?  Perceptions
Of Flora Differ Dynamically

In Exhibition at Galleria West

Continued on Page 22

Arts & Entertainment

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Magno
Laracuente and Dan Partouche
equally lend unusual, yet dy-
namic perceptions of the shape,
hue and texture of flowers in an
exhibition at Galleria West, 121
Central Avenue, Westfield be-
ginning on Saturday, March 11.

For Laracuente, flora seems
defined by conical, cylindrical
and sensual forms, spiraling
tubes mixed with sharp forms
and thin, fluid wisps of color. At
first glance, none of these pieces
resemble flowers. In fact, sev-
eral observers find human and
animal forms in Laracuente’s
works, all of which are untitled.

However, since beauty is in
the eye of the beholder, it is
truthful to say that Laracuente’s
perception is not unjustified. In
fact, it may be considered in-
triguing in its abstract manner.

Galleria West representative,
Christopher KU explained,
“Magno lives in his private
world. He is very floral. He sees
flowers are like people.”

Although he is allergic to oil
paints, Laracuente, who resides
in the Dominican Republic, be-
comes brave with shades of red,
purple and blue while he pri-
marily uses oranges, olive green,
sienna and yellow in his water-
color works.

This bravery with color usage
is highly appreciated in
Laracuente’s oil paintings, much
more than his watercolors.

Flowers adopt a more tradi-

tional depiction by Israeli resi-
dent Dan Partouche who works
primarily in dry pastels with bril-

liant, contrasting colors
that scream out to the
senses of the observer.

“People liked the lu-
minosity and the color
of my pastel paintings,
and most of all, they
didn’ t  need any
e x p l a n a t i o n … t h e y
spoke for themselves.
The open and wilder
parts of the painting are
created by the flowers
that I pick from the area
or buy from greenhouses
I always stay loyal to the
original shade of the
flower and that is the
real power of my pas-
tels,” Mr. Partouche ex-
plained in a book, “Pas-
tels.”

The Algerian-born art-
ist who was influenced

by French dominated architec-
ture he found in churches, parks,
boulevards and restaurants in his

hometown, minimizes the detail
of the blooms, but brings them
life through the color usage.

Petals of ruby and royal blue
dance atop long-necked stems in
fields of muted color, making
Partouche’s perception of flow-
ers more customary and easier
on the eye than those of
Laracuente.

Two other artists, Terri A. Suess
and Bill Wolf of Union, are high-
lighted artists in Galleria West’s
exhibition, which will offer a
reception on March 11 from 4 to
7 p.m.

Suess, who also works with
muted clouds of color in works
such as “Rising Storm” and the
trio, “Still Summer,” “Idea of Sun,”

Philadelphia Flower Show
Wraps Past and Future

In Vivid Bouquet
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PHILADELPHIA — Spring ar-
rives a little early each year in the
City of Brotherly Love, as the Phila-
delphia Flower Show heralds the
coming season with a fragrant and
festive array of exhibits ranging
from the magnificent to the minute.

Produced by the Pennsylvania
Horticultural Society, the event
kicked off last Saturday and will
continue through Sunday, March
12, at the Pennsylvania Conven-
tion Center at 12th and Arch Streets
in Philadelphia. PNC Bank has
been the presenting sponsor of
the show for the past nine years.

Billed as “the largest indoor
flower show in the world,” the
event boasts 10 acres of exhibits
within a single area. This year’s

show, entitled “Gardens for a New
Millennium,” unites past, present
and future in a floral extravaganza
featuring 53 major contributors.

Many displays are life-size re-
productions of indoor or outdoor
scenes, complete with trees, flow-
ers and other fauna as they appear
in their natural settings, as well as
a variety of landscape designs.
Other entries are unique represen-
tations of themes related to his-
tory, romance, pop culture, the
arts and science, to name just a
few sources of inspiration.

Perhaps one of the best inter-
pretations of the show’s central
theme this year is an award-win-
ning trilogy piece recalling New
Year’s Eve during three milestone
eras of the 20th century.

For the first scene, creators Rob-
ert and Karen Lamsback, of

Lamsback Floral Decorators of
Philadelphia, incorporated mul-
tiple orchid varieties in their vi-
brant recreation of a hotel bar in
Singapore in 1922.

The display symbolizes the com-
ing Art Deco age, launched by the
discovery several months earlier
of King Tutankhamen’s tomb and
accompanying artifacts in Egypt,
which went on to influence styles
in everything from fashion to ar-
chitecture.

As they circle the exhibit, visi-
tors are transported to “Grosvenor
House” in London of 1945 for a
celebratory dinner hosted by Win-
ston Churchill at the end of World
War II.

Bountiful table arrangements –
along with the chandelier above –
are filled to the brim with stargaz-

ers and multi-colored roses, while
visitors are asked to guess who the
guests might be by the jackets
draped over chairs at the dining
table.

The third section, decorated with
orchids, calla lilies and parrot tu-
lips, highlights Philadelphia’s re-
cent gala marking both the millen-
nium and the 100th anniversary of
its City Hall.

One of the largest exhibits at the
event, aptly named “Big Time,”
features a translucent clock face
measuring 20 feet in diameter,
which leans to one side as it
tumbled unexpectedly into the
middle of a sunny garden sur-
rounding a pond.

The setting is brightened even
further by hand-blown humming-

Courtesy of Rob Ikeler

COLORFUL ERA…This scene, part of a three-sided New Year’s Eve
exhibit at the Philadelphia Flower Show, recalls a hotel bar in
Singapore in 1922. Other sections of the display feature the
setting for a dinner party hosted by Winston Churchill in London
to celebrate the end of World War II, as well as Philadelphia’s
recent Millennium gala. The Flower Show continues through
Sunday, March 12, at the Pennsylvania Convention Center at 12th
and Arch Streets in Philadelphia.

Courtesy of Rob Ikeler

BRIGHT NEW WORLD… “A Contained Garden for the 21st Cen-
tury” is one of several displays at the Philadelphia Flower Show
featuring a futuristic theme. Spread over 10 acres inside a single
section of the Pennsylvania Convention Center, this year’s event
is entitled “Gardens for the New Millennium.” Entries by 53 major
exhibitors will be showcased through this weekend.
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The pride of gifted craftsman who have passed the secrets
of their exquisite artistry from generation to generation

for over two-hundred years –Waterford Crystal
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