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Arts & Entertainment

Star from Miss Saigon Slates
�Moveable Feast� Performance
WESTFIELD – The New Jersey

Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) has
engaged Juan Pineda, who plays
Thuy in the long-running and award-
winning Broadway musical Miss
Saigon for its Gala, “A Moveable
Feast” on Sunday, March 26.

Mr. Pineda will appear and sing at
the Gala, which will be held at The
Grand Summit Hotel to aid the non-
profit NJWA as it celebrates its 29
years of music education.

Proceeds from “A Moveable Feast”
will be used to provide scholarships
for worthy students of music, dance,
drama and the arts.

Mr. Pineda brings a bevy of trained
talent to the Gala. He will join com-
poser/pianist Matthew Sklar and Miss
New Jersey Victoria Andrews Paige,
who have already confirmed their
appearances. Many other popular
artists and performers are scheduled
to appear.

Mr. Pineda has performed in a
variety of successful stage produc-
tions. His credits include Lincoln
Center’s presentation of Babes in
Toyland, The Maiden Ghost and
Rollin Down the River Review.

The evening’s musical selections
will be matched with the cuisine
themes of “A Moveable Feast.” Guests
will be invited to visit “The Great

Southwest,” “The Old South,” “New
York, New York,” “The Mediterra-
nean,” “Asia” and “Vienna” to sample
and savor a gourmet menu.

This menu wil l  spot l ight
Chateaubriand, Baby Lamb Chops,
Peking Duck, Cajun Jambalaya and
an array of delicious desserts. Sev-
eral open bars will also be avail-
able featuring premium brands,
champagne and other quality bev-
erages.

For more information, please call
the NJWA offices at (908) 789-9696.

Juan Pineda

Annual Westfield Craft Market
Planned in March at Armory

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

Wonder Boys
A Bit of a Marvel

3 popcorns

Dr. Grady Tripp, published author
and professor of English at a cozy seat of
learning in Western Pennsylvania,
smokes dope. A lot of dope. He is to
marijuana what Dudley Moore’s Arthur
was to spirits. And when the evil weed
isn’t occupying all his time, he’s either
pursuing his illicit affair with college
chancellor Sara Gaskell (Frances
McDormand) or busy teaching writing
to his adoring students.

He is the human equivalent of a
handsomely expensive but rather well
worn hiking shoe — sturdy, full of
romantic history, yet bedraggled around
the edges. He’s one of two title charac-
ters in Wonder Boys.

At first blush, Grady is hardly hero
material. Especially in these politically
correct times. The college educated
version of Paul Newman’s blue collar
existentialist in Nobody’s Fool (1994), his
redemption will be difficult.

But, as expertly fashioned by Michael
Douglas, this winningly faulted rogue is
one of the most interesting characters to
come down the cinema pike in quite
some time. And clearly, the uplifting
blow he strikes for individualism is
fictional. He is a picaresque fantasy. The
last of the hard-living, self-destructive,
romantically inspired writers. Self-ab-
sorbed and self-pitying, yet altruistic
and inherently noble. He himself would
cop to being a literary cliche. But the
vicarious thrill he represents is seduc-
tive. We buy in — lock, stock and
exaggerated characterization.

Unfortunately, Grady hasn’t published
anything since “The Arsonist’s Daugh-
ter,” the much heralded novel that
brought him fame some seven years
ago. Currently on page 2,611 of his next
book, he can’t seem to fashion an end
for it. Yet, he contends there is no such
thing as writer’s block.

When first we make the professor’s
acquaintance, it is the eve of WordFest
weekend, the university’s annual cel-
ebration of the world of belles-lettres.

A kick-off reception is being held that
night at Chancellor Gaskell’s prestigious
manse, co-hosted by her husband, the
self-aggrandizing Dr. Walter Gaskell
(Richard Thomas). And oh, in case you
didn’t know: Aside from being the un-
witting member of the aforementioned
love triangle, pompous Walter is Profes-
sor Tripp’s department chairman. The
friction between the two is already
palpable.

So, in addition to being made a
cuckold at the hands of this popular free
thinker he detests, consider the added
consequences if Dr. Gaskell were to find
out that one of Grady’s top students shot
his blind dog and then absconded with
his most treasured piece of baseball
memorabilia (hint — it has something to
do with Marilyn Monroe). Because that’s
exactly what happens when James Leer
(Tobey Maguire), a distractingly morose
but highly talented writer, unexpect-
edly shows up for the festivities.

James is fond of listing, rapid fire, the
names, dates and methods of suicide
that his favorite celebrities employed to
end it all. In case you haven’t guessed,
he is the other wonder boy.

Add to this mix Grady’s foppish New

York editor, Terry Crabtree (Robert
Downey, Jr.), in town to try and stir his
belletristic charge to his former glory,
and the transvestite, Miss Antonia Sloviak
(Michael Cavaias), who he picks up on
the plane. Plus, there’s blowhard Q (Rip
Torn), Grady’s obnoxious antithesis in
the English Department who cranks out
a best-selling novel book every 18
months.

Also in attendance is Katie Holmes as
Hannah Green, a co-ed who rents a
room in Professor Tripp’s home. And
while she does have romantic designs
on her wordsmith hero, she is not the
reason why his wife has left him. Inci-
dentally, being given the gate by a
disconsolate wife is how Grady started
out his day. Lesser men are merely
content to have a bowl of Wheaties.

At some vulnerable point during this
first wild evening, Professor Grady Tripp
circumstantially decides to take his very
troubled protege under wing.

The guess is that he sees his own
salvation in the freelance tutorial. The
whim is sardonic but heartwarming.
Hence, this gathering launches a lot
more than the ballyhooed WordFest.
With the directorial reins in the capable
hands of Curtis Hanson (L.A. Confiden-
tial), the character chemistry sets in
motion a philosophically zany series of
events. It’s the kind of thing S.J. Perelman
or Ben Hecht might have written.
Nutty......but smart.

There’s no actual story here. Not in
the conventional sense. Rather, it’s a
jaunt. A road movie limited to just a few
square miles as Grady and company tilt
at literary windmills whilst running amok
in and around Pittsburgh. They chide
eloquently, bantering along the high-
ways and byways, dropping literary
allusions like Johnny Appleseeds of
prose. The form is free-flowing. And the
audacious script by Steven Kloves (based
on the novel by Michael Chabon) is
classical screwball comedy with an en-
gagingly modern lilt.

Thus, despite a midsection that sags
slightly and a skimpily written part for
the Academy Award-winning Miss
McDormand, it’s no wonder that Won-
der Boys is so warmly entertaining.

*  *  *  *  *
Wonder Boys, rated R, is a Para-

mount Pictures release directed by Curtis
Hanson and stars Michael Douglas,
Tobey Maguire and Frances
McDormand. Running time: 112 min-
utes.

WHS Drama, Music Departments
To Pull Out All Stops for Big Play
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

High School (WHS) Drama and
Music Departments will open their
spring musical, Big, this evening,
March 9, at the WHS auditorium,
550 Dorian Road, Westfield. The
production will also be held on
Friday and Saturday, March 10 and
11. Curtain time is 8 p.m.

Big is the story of 12-year-old
Josh Baskin (portrayed by J.D.
Hyman) who becomes an adult
overnight because of a wish he
made on a carnival Zoltar ma-
chine. When he is run out of his
house by his mother, Josh must
find a way to support himself until
he can undo the wish. His best

friend, Billy Kopecki, helps him
through his adventures.

One highlight of the show in-
volves Josh as an adult and toy
company executive George
MacMilan (Sam Fleder) tap out
“Heart & Soul” on an oversized
piano keyboard. The fun ensues
when the dancing duet plays
“Chopsticks.”

The WHS ensemble also includes
Josh Lerner, Tyler Patla, Shana
Golembo, Lyndsay Ruotolo, Ryan
Buntain, Sara Mirsky, David
Eisenberg, Jon Caravello, Ian
Federgreen, Tim Greenlaw, Rosie
Hely, Chris Lynn, Leanne Meriton,
Caroline Moore, Rosanne Palatucci,

HIGH SCHOOL EXECS…The Westfield High School (WHS) Drama and
Music Departments will open their spring musical, Big, this evening,
March 9, at the WHS auditorium, 550 Dorian Road, Westfield. The
production will also be held on Friday and Saturday, March 10 and 11.
Curtain time is 8 p.m. Pictured, left to right, portraying the toy executives
of MacMillan Toy Company, are: front row, Dara Weinberg, Julianne
Mandrillo and Cara Matossian; back row, Rachel Klausner, Alex Lau,
Dania Aguero, Richard Brockway, Steven Krakauer and Gavin Schulman.

Christine Pirot, Marina Powell,
Adam Sigal, Yari Sigal and Liz
Heisler.

The Kid’s Chorus includes Scott
Brewster, Erica Cenci, David
Connor, Bridget Fitzpatrick, Josh
Lieberman, Ginny Paynter, Marian
Pomann, Meryl Reichbach, Justin
Renard, Megan Rodd and Jen
Rosenblum.

The Junior Executive Chorus,
with parents and office staff, in-
clude Dania Aguero, Richard
Brockway, Steven Krakauer, Alex
Lau, Julianne Mandrillo, Cara
Matossian, Gavin Shulman and
Dana Weinberg. Character actors
are Kevin Buckland, Thomas
Greene, Victoria Joyce, Rachel
Klausner and John Toriello.

Joe Nierle, Drama Teacher, di-
rects the production with Musical
Director Bill Matthews making his
high school show debut. Avon
Chandler, a WHS graduate, returns
to choreograph the production
after making his debut with the fall
production of A Midsummer
Night’s Dream.

All tickets for the show are re-
served at $8 apiece. Tickets may
be obtained by calling the Drama
Department at (908) 789-4549.

CLASSIC TREASURE...This sterling silver pin, 2” x 2 3/4, by
Anna & Costas Continos of Continos Studios in North
Brunswick, is among the many hand-crafted treasures to be
featured at the 12th annual Westfield Craft Market on Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday, March 24, 25, and 26 at the Westfield
Armory.

WESTFIELD – A wide array of
new artists and quality craft items
will characterize the 12th annual
Westfield Craft Market on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday, March 24,
25 and 26 at the Westfield Ar-
mory.

According to Sunshine Artist
magazine, the craft event is ranked
one of the top juried shows in the
nation.

A tradition among Metropolitan
area attendees, the Westfield Craft
Market will feature 140 artists from
across the nation. Works in wood,
glass, leather, clay, fine metals,
paper, fiber, fine art and photogra-
phy will be on display.

Visitors will also have the op-
portunity to meet the artists and
discuss their work.

“We receive 400 applications

from across the nation for the 140
spaces we have available,” said
Richard Rothbard, President of
American Craft Marketing, parent
company of the show.

“This allows us to choose only
the finest artists and bring them
together for an exhibition of work
that has no rival in the area,” he
concluded.

The Westfield Craft Market hours
are March 24: 5 to 9 p.m.; March
25: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and March 16:
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. A weekend pass
is $6. Children under 10 are admit-
ted free. However, strollers are
not permitted.

Parking is free and the Armory
is accessible to the physically chal-
lenged.

For more information, please
call (800) 834-9437.

Betty Wai-Sum Fung
Slates Demonstration
Of Chinese Painting
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Arts Association
will welcome Betty Wai-Sum Fung
in a demonstration of Chinese Brush
paintings on Wednesday, March 15,
at 8 p.m. at the Fanwood Railway
Station on North Avenue.

An established artist
from Hong Kong,
Ms. Fung came
to the United
States in 1971
to study west-
ern art forms.
Her interests
have been in nature, landscapes,
insects, birds and animals.

According to Ms. Fung, in Chi-
nese painting, the artist controls the
flow of her inner energy through
the tip of her brush and her passion
is explained in the strength or gentle-
ness of the heavy or light strokes.
Ms. Fung combines both Chinese
and Western methods in her paint-
ing.

Ms. Fung received her funda-
mental training in Chinese Brush
painting under the late professor
Shao-an Chao in Hong Kong. She
has held solo exhibitions in Hong
Kong, Manila, Honolulu, Los Ange-
les, San Francisco and New York.

She earned two awards from the
Catherine Lorillard Wolfe Art Club,
The President Award from
Kingsborough Community College,
among others. She is a member of
the American Artists Professional
League.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Arts
Association will sponsor Ms. Fung’s
demonstration. The public is en-
couraged to attend. For more infor-
mation, please call Tom Yeager at
(908) 322-5438.

and “Continuing,” is less brilliant
with her use of color, but still leaves
a lasting impression on observers at
Galleria, according to Mr. KU.

“She has a very good impact,” he
said of the artist.

“Iris Garden” holds the most de-
tail and definition, offering tall stems
of delicate, thin irises. Despite its
non-prominent features, this piece
still commands attention.

Painter and poet, Mr. Wolf, gar-
ners a different reaction to his works,
which are expressed in near fluo-
rescent color, mixed often with pas-
tels. Although the hues are on fire
upon the small canvases, the sub-
ject matter and structures are car-
toon-like and almost over-simpli-
fied, evoking nothing more than a
look of puzzlement and shrugging
of shoulders on my part.

The alien eyes of the portraits are
reminiscent of those pieces by
Modigliani, but truly not impressive
on any level. The colors used by the
artist rarely work together in a sym-
biotic relationship, rather they seem
to fight with one another and bore
the eye.

An exhibit worthy of attention,
Galleria West presents the magne-
tizing works of Laracuente and
Partouche with something worth
pondering in the canvases of Suess
and a short glance at the pieces by
Wolf.

Continued From Pg. 24
Galleria West

Show Tunes Program Prepared
By Woman�s Club of Westfield
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club

of Westfield will commemorate its
105th birthday on Monday, March 13,
with soprano Bonnie Ayres who will
present a program of show tunes

and arias from opera at the First
Congregational Church, 125 Elmer
Street, Westfield.

A brief business meeting at 1 p.m.
will precede Ms. Ayre’s program at
1:30 p.m. The Woman’s Club mem-
bers will also welcome guests. For
more information, please call (908)
654-3946.

An Ocean Grove resident, Ms.
Ayres has toured New York and
New Jersey in the chorus of the
Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea,
under the baton of Father Alphonse

Stephenson.
She also performed a variety of

singing roles in Gilbert and Sullivan
productions and show roles in Alice
in Wonderland, Hansel and Gretel,
and The Wizard of Oz. Ms. Ayres has
sung in a number of oratorios with
music by Bach, Mozart, Brahms and
Handel.

In her performance at the First
Congregational Church, Ms. Ayres
will include old favorites such as
“Summertime,” “One Alone,” and
“Romance” from “A Desert Song,” as
well as “Somewhere Over the Rain-
bow.” Her operatic selections will
include Puccini’s aria, “O Mio
Babbino Caro” and “Io Son L’Umile
Ancella.” She will be accompanied
by pianist Lois Pyle.

The Woman’s Club of Westfield
has been associated with many
townwide charitable works, projects
of civic betterment such as the li-
brary, and the promotion of educa-
tion. Since 1949, Westfield High
School graduates have benefited from
the Club’s Continuing Education Fund
in the form of four-year scholarships
and freshman grants.

Bonnie Ayres

Carriage House Poetry Series
Scheduled for March 16

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Cul-
tural Arts Committee will offer a read-
ing on Thursday, March 16, at 8 p.m.
in the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts
Center in Fanwood. The featured read-
ers will be Penny Harter and William
Higginson, former residents of
Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

Currently residents of Santa Fe, N.M.,
Ms. Harter and Mr. Higginson are a
husband and wife team whose poetry

has been published in various periodi-
cals and anthologies throughout the
world.

Ms. Harter is the author of 15 books
of poems, five since 1994: “Shadow
Play: Night Haiku,” “Stages and Views,”
“Grandmother’s Milk,” “Turtle Bless-
ing,” and “Lizard Light: Poems from
the Earth.”

Her work appears in numerous
anthologies and magazines worldwide
and she has garnered awards from the
New Jersey State Council on the Arts,
the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation,
and the Poetry Society of America.

Mr. Higginson is a poet, translator
and critic. He has published books of
poems and essays, including “Pater-
son Pieces,” “Death Is & Approaches
to the Edge,” and “The Healing.” He is
best known as the author of “The
Haiku Handbook,” “The Haiku Sea-
sons,” and “Haiku World.”

The author has received awards
from the New Jersey State Council on
the Arts and the Haiku Society of
America. Mr. Higginson has also served
the Council and the Geraldine R.
Dodge Foundation as a visiting poet.

An open reading will follow the
feature performance. Admission is free.
For more information, please call Adele
Kenny, Series Director, at (908) 889-
7223.

Continued From Pg. 24
Flower Show

bird feeders and torches, complement-
ing flowering trees and other flora bloom-
ing on the ground.

Winner of the Pennsylvania Horticul-
tural Society’s “Best in Show” award for
landscaping, it was entered in the event
by J. Franklin Styer Nurseries of
Concordville, Pa.

Other show highlights include “Days
of Future Past,” in which ruins of a gate
house from a 19th century estate are
transformed into a landscaped, flourish-
ing garden, and “A Special Place In
Time,” which envisions a Victorian era
garden wedding.

“Serenity 2000 and Beyond – Aquat-
ics and Urban Living” illustrates how
various plants, flowers and pond fish
can thrive in a townhouse setting.
Several futuristic exhibits, among them
the dazzling “Moondance” and “A Con-
tained Garden for the 21st Century,”
imagine a brave and beautiful new
world in which flowers only enhance
state-of-the-art technology and ultra-
modern decor.

“As Time Goes By” a walk-through
exhibit from Acorn & Finch Florist and
Decorations of Merion Station, Pa., spot-
lights timepieces from the 11th to the
21st centuries, from the hourglass to a
gilded Victorian clock to the digital
model of today.

At the entrance to the exhibit is a flat,
oversized clock image formed from a
circular arrangement of ageratum, mari-
golds, begonias and dusty miller, de-
tailed with Roman numerals.

In addition to floral and landscaped
offerings, the Philadelphia Flower Show
also features framed pressed flower de-
signs, needle art and jewelry, a bonsai
exhibit and tiny creations in glass cases.
There are also demonstrations for visitors
on horticultural topics, as well as a market-
place and refreshments.

Revenues from the show support
the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s
Philadelphia Green Program. Show
hours are 10 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. today and
tomorrow; 8 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. on Satur-
day and 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sunday.

General admission for adults is $18
on Saturday and Sunday; $16 on week-
days and $8 every day for children ages
2 through 12. For further information,
please call (215) 988-8899 or visit
www.philaflowershow.com on the
Internet.

Gwendolyn Brooks,
Author, to Host

Event  at Kean Univ.
UNION – The Kean University

Contemporary Writers Series will
offer an evening with Pulitzer Prize-
winning poet and author Gwendolyn
Brooks on Wednesday, March 15, at
7:30 p.m. in the Wilkins Theatre at
Kean University.

Ms. Brooks will conduct a lecture
and read selected poetry from her
critically acclaimed works.

In 1950, Ms. Brooks became the
first African-American to obtain the
Pulitzer Prize. She earned the award
for “Annie Allen,” a book of poetry
that was published in 1949. She has
also written over 20 books, includ-
ing two autobiographies, “Report
from Part One” and “Report from
Part Two.”

Admission is free. Tickets are avail-
able through the Wilkins Theatre
Box Office at (908) 527-2337.

Please send all
Arts & Entertainment

Press Releases to :
Michelle H. LePoidevin at
michelle@goleader.com

St. Patty�s Day
Dance On Tap

UNION – The Joseph Nugent
Association, an Irish-American or-
ganization in Union County, will
hold their annual St. Patrick’s Day
dance on Friday, March 17, from 8
p.m. to midnight at the Union Elks
on Chestnut Street at Five Points in
Union.

Music by Frankie Curran and the
Evergreens will be featured.

Admission is $25, including food,
beer, wine, soda, coffee, tea and
cake.

For more information and reser-
vations, please call Maureen Dowling
at (908) 464-9074 or Kevin Dowling
at (732) 594-1763.


