
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, March 9, 2000 Page 15

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

GL’S FULLOWAN, REGENYE FALL

Marcantonio Captures
Region 3 Title at 162

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Tim Marcantonio of Gov-
ernor Livingston High School took
another leap forward by capturing
the 162-lb. title at the Region 3 Wres-
tling Tournament in Union on March
4. Marcantonio elevated his record
to 33-0 by recording two pins and a
decision en route to the crown.

On March 3 in the quarterfinals,
Marcantonio took apart Corey Tho-
mas of Columbia in 3:18 then ad-
vanced to the finals with a 2:38 fall
over Vin DeNichola of Parsippany.

“I felt pretty good coming into the
match but I was a little sloppy in the
beginning,” explained Marcantonio
of his bout with Thomas. “There
were some stupid things that I was
trying.”

Although not totally happy with
his performance – probably because
of his desire to be a perfectionist –,
Marcantonio did pull off a smooth
standing switch reversal. “A lot of
people aren’t ready for it. It’s just a
little something that I worked over
the summer with. I like to stand and
explode. And, if he gets too close to
me, I like to switch.”

Prior to his bout with DeNichola,
Marcantonio explained his strategy,
“He’s going to come after me off the
bat. I just got to keep attacking, never
stop. He will get tired at the end.”

Right he was, but Marcantonio
gave DeNichola his rest earlier than
expected. First, Marcantonio grabbed
a single-leg takedown against
DeNichola in the first period, then he
slid out the back door in the second

Raiders’ Cousar Places Second; Romeo Gets
Fourth at Region 3 Mat Tournament
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my weight on him. Then I arched my
back.”

Williams’ fortune ran out in the
quarterfinals, however, when he was
stuck by top-seeded Dan Garay of
Rahway in 1:24.

“These guys were all prepared to
wrestle in the regions. The biggest
thing we talked about was not holding
anything back,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz. “I just wanted them
to go out there and give it all they had.
And, they did. They should be proud
of themselves. I’m proud of them.”

Kurz added, “I think Dan Caprario
had a great tournament. As a sopho-
more, wrestling in the quarters of the
region, that will help him in the
seeding next year. It will help his
confidence.”

Kurz concluded, “I think that these
two seniors (Kivetz and Williams)
really set the tone for what I believe
will be a bright future for Westfield
wrestling. Down the line, when our
program is really good, they can look
back and see where the starting point
was. Here!”

Raider senior Dave Loewinger at
114 won his opening round with a 7-
0 decision over Sean Cunningham of
Brearley but he ran into a buzz saw
against second-seeded Eric
Marcotulli of Delbarton, falling via
18-2, technical fall in 4:17.

Romeo continued to roll with a 9-
6 victory over Joe Ruggerio of
Brearley in the opening round.
Ruggerio struck first with a takedown,

but Romeo escaped and added a
takedown. In the second period
Romeo had an escape and a reversal
while Ruggerio added an escape and
a takedown. Romeo extended his
lead to 9-5 in the third with an escape
and a takedown, then Ruggerio
picked up a late escape.

“Coach said go out there and
wrestle my best,” said Romeo. “I

worked on the fireman’s (takedown).
That’s my bread and butter. I couldn’t
get the cradle on him. He was hold-
ing it tight and I couldn’t turn him, so
I had to try something else.”

Next, Romeo faced Ryan Best of
A. L. Johnson and grabbed the better

end of a 9-6 decision. Once again, he
rallied in the second and third peri-
ods to come up with the win.

“Coach told me the same thing as

before. I was a little afraid at first.
When he took me down, I wanted to
come back with a vengeance,” said
Romeo. “Then I escaped and took
him down with a fireman’s. In the
last period I said to myself, ‘I’m
there! I want to advance!’ I didn’t

give up. I wrestled 110 percent the
entire time.”

After falling to top-seeded Gra-
ham Markel of Union in the semis,
Romeo was out-pointed, 13-2, by
Dave Stoekel of South Plainfield in
the consolation round.

Raider senior Mike Grabel at 154
exercised a few pinning combinations
before pinning Johnson’s Ed Nowak in
3:54 with a pull back to a half nelson to
advance to the quarterfinals. Previ-
ously, he had a takedown, a three-point
corkscrew nearfall and a standing
switch reversal.

“The Mallory (corkscrew) I just
happened to see and I just pulled him
over,” explained Grabel. “Then my
switch wasn’t working well on the
mat so I tried the standing switch and
that worked really well. He sat out. I
had a (arm) bar in. I just grabbed his
chin and yanked him back,”

Grabel then fell to nemesis Dave
Fiore of South Plainfield, 16-6.

Four Raiders met defeat in the open-
ing round. Sophomore Matt
DeNicholo at 105 ran into a tough Pat
Daly from Cranford and lost, 12-2.
Sophomore Lucas Francavilla could
not get the drop on 127-lb. Mike

before ending the bout with a 12
o’clock half nelson.

Marcantonio exercised some cau-
tion in the finals with formidable
sophomore Greg Donofrio of Cran-
ford. After each attempted several
takedowns, the first period ended
scoreless. Donofrio escaped in the
second period but Marcantonio
slicked a takedown to grab a 2-1
lead. In the third, Marcantonio upped
his lead to 3-1 with an escape then
maintained his unblemished streak
of having never been taken down this
season to seal the victory.

“I would have rather wrestled bet-
ter on my feet but at this time, a win
is a win,” commented Marcantonio.
“I knew that he was going to try to go
upper body. I watched him through-
out the tournament. I knew that if I
wrestled smart, I would come out
with the win.”

Governor Livingston Highlander
freshman Mike Fullowan dropped a
9-3 decision to Barringer’s Arthur
Godfrey and sophomore Jon Regenye
lost a heartbreaker to 142-lb. Dave
Racelis of Rahway. Regenye experi-
enced his 9-4 third-period lead go to
dreamland when Racelis lullabied
him with a cradle in 5:41.

Marcantonio, the lone surviving
Highlander, advanced to the pre-
quarterfinal round of the state cham-
pionships held in Union this past
Tuesday night.

NOTE:
See results of the title and the

third-place consolation bouts at the
end of the Westfield/Scotch Plains-
Fanwood wrestling story on this page.
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DEADLINE INFO.
Sports deadlines are:

All sports that take place
during the week MUST be
submitted by FRIDAY, 4
P.M. Weekend sports ONLY
will be accepted up till Noon
on Monday. E-mail is
preferred. Use upper and
lower case with no more
than 250 words.

dave@goleader.com

Carcich of Boonton and fell, 5-0.
Carcich scored a takedown, an escape
and a two-point nearfall. At 147, Mike
Natale lost by injury default to Jeff
Bubnowski of Union and the luck of
the draw was not fortunate for fresh-
man Matt Loomis at 217 as he faced
Ismael Medley of Elizabeth, one of
the state’s best wrestlers, and was
shown the lights in 2:45.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
105: — Matt Anderson (So Plainfield) d.
Brian Marcotulli (Par Hills), 4-0
114: — Dan Appello (Roselle Park) d.
Rich Gebauer (So Plainfield), 3-2
121: — John Cholish (Delbarton) d.
Roberto Ramos (So Plainfield)
127: — Anthony Curcio (Parsippany) d.
Dave Butrico (So Plainfield), 4-4, 2 OT
Criteria
132: — Antonio Mangione (Delbarton)
md. Graham Markel (Union), 12-2
137: — Jason Bone (Colonia) d. Andres
LeBron (Irvington), 14-12
142: — Brandon Kauffman (Delbarton)
md. Rob Verhoeven (Cranford), 8-5
147: — Anthony Politi (Hanover Pk) d.
Mike Vitollo (Watchung Hills), 3-2
154: — John Donofrio (Cranford) md.
Evan Galipeau (Par Hills), 10-2
162: — Tim Marcantonio (Governor
Livingston) d. Greg Donofrio (Cran-
ford), 3-1
173: — Chris Francis (So Plainfield) d.
Barry Stein (Union), 15-8
191: — Dan Kunst (So Plainfield) p. Gary
Cousar (SPF), 3:54
217: — Ishmael Medley (Elizabeth) d.
Dan Garay (Rahway), 3-1
Hwt: — Roger Attieh (Bayley-Ellard) p.
Tom Reddick (Barringer), 1:24

THIRD PLACE:
105: — Pat Daly (Cranford) d. Amin Queen
(Elizabeth), 9-8
114: — Dan Khitrick (Hanover Pk) d. Eric
Marcotulli (Delbarton), 10-8
121: — Nick Griffith (No Plainfield) d.
Doug Corso (Rahway), 16-9
127: — Rory Adams (Roselle Pk) d. Greg
Politi (Hanover Pk), 8-6
132: — Dave Stoekel (So Plaifield) md. A.
J. Romeo (SPF), 13-2
137: — Andy Ianelli (Delbarton) p. Jamar
Walker (Elizabeth), 1:24
142: — Matt Gati (So Plainfield) d. Dave
Racelis (Rahway), 11-8
147: — Jesse Campanelli (Rahway) d.
Joe Majocha (Johnson), 8-3
154: — Dave Fiore (So Plainfield) md.
Jeff Caminero (Columbia), 13-4
162: — Vin DeNichola (Hanover Pk) d.
Joe Keane (No Plainfield), 11-5
173: — Dan Nichols (Hanover Pk) p.
Doug Schoening (Roselle Pk), 5:56
191: — Mike Wallace (Boonton) p. Darrel
Leak (Elizabeth), 2:22
217: — John Foscolo (So Plainfield) p.
Jareem Miranda (Whippany Pk), 3:49
Hwt: — Mike Lodato (Union) won by
forfeit

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
JUST A MATTER OF TYNE…Blue Devil Brian Williams, top, controls
Brearley’s Chris Tyne and eventually pins him in 5:41 to advance to the 217-lb.
quarterfinals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
CLAMPING IN A HEADLOCK…Raider A. J. Romeo, top, clamps ALJ
Crusader Ryan Best in a headlock and collects back points during the 132-lb.
quarterfinal bout. Romeo bested Best, 9-6. See another picture on Page 17.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
WORKING FOR A TILT…Highlander Jon Regenye, top, works for a tilt
nearfall against Rahway’s Dave Racelis during the 142-lb. first round.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
SWOOPING IN FOR THE SINGLE LEG…Highlander Tim Marcantonio
swoops in for a single-leg takedown in the 162-lb. title bout with Cranford’s
Greg Donofrio. Marcantonio grabbed the crown with a 3-1 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
GOING FOR THE TAKEDOWN… Blue Devil Dan Caprario, left, goes for the
takedown against top-seeded Brendan Kauffman of Delbarton in the 142-lb.
quarterfinal bout. Caprario proved that he was ready to wrestle even with the best.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
WORKING THE CORKSCREW (MALLORY)…Raider Mike Grabel, top,
works a corkscrew pinning combination on A. L. Johnson’s Ed Nowak during
his 154-lb. first round bout. Grabel pinned Nowak in 3:54.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood

STEVE BERKOWITZ…Senior - Raider
swimming team. Steve placed first in the 200
Individual Medley (IM) and second in the 100-
butterfly at the Union County Championships
then, against Westfield in the sectional
tournament, he captured first in the 200 IM and
in the 100-backstroke. With a very high academic
standing, Berkowitz is also a member of the
Spanish Club, the Spanish National Honor
Society and the Students Concerned for the
Needy. Additionally, he belongs to the Scarlet
Aquatic Club at Rutgers University.

NOW

OPEN

Westfield Baseball League
SPRING TRYOUTS
Major & Pony Leagues Only

 Major:  (All Tryouts at Tamaques Field #1)

12’s (All) Sat, March 18 & 25 • 11:30am –   1:00pm
11’s (Last Name A-M) Sat, March 18 & 25 •   8:30am – 10:00am
11’s (Last Name N-Z) Sat, March 18 & 25 • 10:00am – 11:30am
10’s (All) Sat, March 18 & 25 •   1:00pm –   2:30pm

 Pony:  (All Tryouts at Tamaques Field #2)

15’s & 16’s (All) Sat, March 18 & 25 • 10:30am – 12:00pm
13’s & 14’s (All) Sat, March 18 & 25 •   9:00am – 10:30am

Age
Group When

Tryouts are required for competitive, spring in-town leagues. You must be
registered with the WBL prior to tryouts. If you wish to be considered, you
are encouraged to attend both tryout dates. If that is impossible, you will still
be considered, but your tryout evaluation will be limited to only one
opportunity. Please bring your glove and bat.

Check the schedule carefully for the correct time and Good luck to all!

MAJORS
Mike Venezia – 654-7818

Questions or for more information:
PONYS

Bob Hearon – 789-8827
In case of inclement weather call the WBL message center for Information 233-4767

For Information , please call
 (908) 322-6102

2000 RAIDER SOCCER CAMP
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood

High School
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SESSION I – July 10-14

Dir: Tom Breznitsky
SPFHS Boy’s Varsity Soccer Coach

in association with
The Dutch Soccer Academy

Early

 Registration

Discount

SESSION II – July 31-August 4


