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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Good News

Romans 14:13 The Gospel

     Let us not therefore judge one another
anymore:  but judge this rather, that no man
put a stumbling block or an occasion to fall
in his brother's way.

African Violet Society
To Meet on March 16
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

County Chapter of the African Violet
Society will meet at 1 p.m. on Thurs-
day, March 16, in the Scotch Plains
Public Library, 1927 Bartle Avenue.

The program will be entitled “A
Miniature Garden.” All interested
individuals are invited to attend.

Youth Revival to Begin
This Evening at 7:30
At Baptist Church

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Youth
Ministry of St. John’s Baptist Church,
2387 Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains,
has invited the public to attend its
Youth Revival tonight and tomor-
row, March 9 and 10, at 7:30 p.m.

The Youth Summit will be held
this Saturday, March 11, at 8 a.m.

Guest preacher will be the Rever-
end Matthew Watley of Baltimore.
The Reverend Kelmo C. Porter, Jr. is
the Pastor of St. John’s Baptist
Church.

Pathways Announces Topics
For Support Group Meetings

By VIVIAN DELAND

The Scotch Plains Fanwood Min-
isterial Association provides an ex-
cellent opportunity for leaders in the
communities and in the churches to
get together to discuss issues that
deal with the good and welfare of the
towns.

While many churches and syna-
gogues are included, it follows that
there are varied faiths and beliefs,
but there is a commonality in that we
all believe in God and in the impor-
tance of making God an integral part
of our lives.

Belief in God has sustained man
down through the centuries and is
never more needed than now. Life
seems to get more anal more compli-
cated, more and more hectic. So
many families are finding it neces-
sary for both parents to work full
time, in some cases holding down
two jobs, and there are also many
single parent homes.

To a large extent, gone are the days
when a typical family life meant that
the mother was in the home, there
when the children came home from
school. At the end of the day, the
father came home and the family sat
down to dinner and had time to talk
about what was going on in their
respective lives.

The family was a cohesive unit.
But now, parents are scrambling to
keep the house, dashing around on
errands, perhaps car pooling, the list
goes on and on. With everyone’s
activities, sitting down to dinner, find-
ing time to really talk, may be all but
impossible.

I can certainly appreciate how dif-
ficult this can be. When my four
children were small, aged 3 to 8
years old, circumstances changed our
lives drastically. In addition to rais-
ing the children on my own, I had to
work full time to support us. Life was
busy all day, every day, and there
were many problems and challenges.
I regretted that I could no longer be
a full-time mom.

However, every Sunday without
fail, my children were in Sunday
School and I was in church. God was
an ever-present part of our lives and
we relied on Him to meet every need,
whether it was a right home, supply
or guidance. It was astounding how
abundantly and quickly our needs
were met. There were also many
physical healings as well.

This might be a good place to
digress briefly to address a common
misconception. Many people think
Christian Scientists don’t believe in
doctors and are even antagonistic
toward the medical profession. Noth-
ing could be further from the truth.
Obviously, people not relying on
spiritual means for healing do need
doctors and there are countless doc-
tors who devote their lives unself-
ishly to helping the sick.

A Christian Scientist is not forbid-
den to go to a doctor — each indi-
vidual is free to do whatever seems
best. But when one has personally
experienced and seen many physical
problems healed spiritually (some-
times when given up upon by the
medical progression) it is natural to
rely on prayer.

This should not seem so unusual
these days. In the last decade or so,
there has been a growing recognition
that spirituality is a very important
component in healing.

Nowadays, when so many fami-

A Weekly Column From Members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerial Association

God’s Presence in Our Lives Assures
Us That We Can Face All Obstacles

COOKIES FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS…The Presbyterian Women of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield recently sent care packages of homemade
cookies to 43 students away at college. The activity, which has become an annual
winter event, reminds these young adult members that their church is thinking
about them. Preparing the care packages, pictured left to right, are: kneeling,
Carla Larson and Lisa Black-Polak; first row, Ann Fontana, Nancy Werber,
Nancy Smith, Lynn Bunson and Lisa DuMont, and second row, Faye Brown,
Alisa Korunow, Ruth Lindgren and Carolyn Fleder.

lies are fractured, when adults seem
stretched to the utmost, it’s so reas-
suring to know that we can always
turn to God for help.

And what of our children? Young
people have so many temptations, so
many choices to make. Having a
spiritual foundation, having God in
their lives, provides the safety they
need and the sweet assurance that
God is taking care of them, guiding
and protecting them always.

The Bible is full of God’s prom-
ises. In Proverbs 3:5 and 6 it tells us
to “Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways ac-
knowledge Him and He will direct
thy paths.”

And Jesus said: “Fear not, little
flock, it is your Father’s good plea-
sure to give you the kingdom.” We all
live in God’s kingdom and as it says
in James 4:8, “Draw nigh to God and
He will draw nigh to you,” then you
will have God in your life.”

*  *  *  *  *
Vivian Deland is a First Reader

with The Christian Science Church,
257 Midway Avenue in Fanwood.

Court Trinity to Hold
Meeting on March 15
WESTFIELD – The Court Trinity

of the Catholic Daughters of America
will hold a meeting on Wednesday,
March 15, at 1.30 p.m. at the Holy
Trinity Rectory in Westfield.

Regent Anna Checchio has an-
nounced that the State Court’s an-
nual Day of Recollection will be
held on Saturday, April 8, at St.
Joseph’s Shrine in Sterling.

Court Trinity will decide on the
scholarships which it awards to gradu-
ating students of the Holy Trinity
Interparochial School each spring.

Donations of personal items were
made to the Division of Youth and
Family Services for use by their cli-
ents. Monthly donations are made to
the Holy Trinity Food Pantry.

JCC Announces Date
For Purim Carnival

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will hold its annual Purim
Carnival at the JCC on Sunday, March
19, from noon to 4 p.m. The commu-
nity is invited to attend.

Games, prizes and food are among
the planned activities at the event.
There is no admission fee. Advance
game tickets may be purchased. In-
dividuals purchasing $5 worth of tick-
ets will be entitled five tickets free.
Carnival-goers may dress in costume.

The JCC, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, is a con-
stituent agency of the Jewish Federa-
tion of Central New Jersey and the
United Way. For additional informa-
tion, please call (908) 889-8800,
extension no. 218.

WESTFIELD — Teens from the
First Congregational Church, United
Church of Christ of Westfield and the
United Church of Christ, Congrega-
tional of Plainfield have joined to-
gether to create a new church com-
munity partnership entitled “The
Rainbow Experience.”

The Reverend Pamela Gilchrist and
the Reverend James C. Colvin have
described the project as a new teen
p r o g r a m
which is
broad in
scope and
shared by
the two con-
gregations
and the
c o m m u -
nity.

“ T h e
R a i n b o w
Experience
offers teens
an opportu-
nity to meet
new people,
develop new skills, work together
and serve the people of Westfield
and the surrounding area,” remarked
Reverend Gilchrist.

Reverend Gilchrist, an ordained
minister in the United Church of
Christ, serves as Pastoral Associate
at the First Congregational Church
in Westfield. Reverend Colvin, min-
ister at the United Church of Christ,
Congregational, has served with sev-
eral area churches and is a licensed
Marriage and Family therapist.

The first project under the pro-
gram will be a production of Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat by Andrew LLoyd
Webber arid Tim Rice. The teen ac-
tors and singers were selected from

open casting auditions.
Currently in rehearsal, the show

will have four performances. The
shows will take place on Saturday and
Sunday, March 18 and 19, at 7:30
p.m. at the First Congregational
Church, and the following Saturday
and Sunday, March 25 and 26, at 7:30
p.m. at the United Church of Christ,
Congregational of Plainfield.

While the stage performers are re-
hearsing their parts, other teens and
their friends are learning all the sup-
porting tasks, including set design
and construction, props, costuming
and box office. Teens from the com-
munity are welcome to join in.

Tickets to the performances may
be purchased in Westfield at
Marylou’s Memorabilia, 17 Elm
Street, and Town Book Store, 255
East Broad Street. They are also
available in Plainfield at Margie’s

Cakebox ,
1348 South
A v e n u e ,
and at the
Plainfield
Performing
Arts Center,
390 Leland
A v e n u e .
The cost is
$10 per per-
son and $5
for children
under 5.

For fur-
ther infor-
m a t i o n ,
please call

the First Congregational Church of
Westfield, 125 Elmer Street, at (908)
233-2494, or the United Church of
Christ, Congregational, 220 West
Seventh Street, Plainfield, at (908)
755-8658.

SUMMIT – Pathways Breast Can-
cer Support Services, which offers
support groups for women who have
been diagnosed with breast cancer
and in the post-treatment stage, has
announced a seven-week-long series
of topics for the post-treatment group.

The group meets every Thursday
from noon to 1:15 p.m. at the Calvary
Episcopal Church, 31 Woodland Av-
enue in Summit. Group meetings are
free and co-led by professional facili-

tators. Topics are as follow:
• March 16: “Can’t You See That

I Am Different?,” “Ways That You
Wish You Were Different,” and “Ways
That You Have Chosen to be Differ-
ent.”

• March 23: Anger and All of
Those Distressing Feelings,” “What
Am I Doing to My Immune Sys-
tem?” and “Life Affirming Ways to
Work With Those Feelings.”

• April 6: “What Happened to My
Body?”, “How Do I See Myself?”
and “How Do I Think Others See
Me?”

• April 13: “Reclaiming My Sexu-
ality!,” “What Are the Facts?” and
“How Do I Talk With My Partner?”

• April 27: Communicating With
Others,” “Being Your Own Advo-
cate,” and “What Do I Say – When
Asked How Do I Feel, or When Told
You’re Cured.”

• May 4: “Living With the Spec-
ter of Recurrence,” “What Shape
Does Fear Take?” and “Claiming
Ways to Cope With Fear.”

• May 11: “Overwhelming
Choices: Nutritional, Medical, Physi-
cal, Quality of Life, Spiritual, How
to Make Them.”

Pathways is located at 79 Maple
Street in Summit. For further infor-
mation or to register, please call (908)
277-3663.

First United Methodist to Hold
‘Personal Boundaries’ Retreat
WESTFIELD – The First United

Methodist Church of Westfield has
announced that a “Personal Bound-
aries” Retreat will be held this Satur-
day, March 11, from 9:30 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the church.

Dr. Roger Plantikow, a former
Associate Pastor of the church and
presently in private psychotherapy
practice, will lead the session.

This retreat for men and women

Rev. James C. Colvin

Rev. Pamela Gilchrist

Temple Emanu-El to Present
Seminar on Elder Law Issues

WESTFIELD — The Lauren
Danis Eldernet Project at Temple
Emanu-El will present “Estate Plan-
ning and Elder Law” on Wednesday,
March 15, at 7:30 p.m.

The program will take place in the
Lehr Library of the temple, located
at 756 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Anita J. Siegel, a partner in the law
firm of Schenck;, Price, Smith &
King, will be the guest speaker.

Topics will include how to use wills
and trusts to save estate taxes and how
to assure that one’s medical wishes
are carried out. This is a free seminar
and open to the entire community.

A volunteer-based organization,
the Lauren Danis Eldernet Project

serves the needs of the community’s
elder population. Some services are
limited to congregation members and
their families, while others, such as
the educational programs and Friend-
ship Group, are available to the com-
munity at large.

For further information, please call
the Eldernet Project Hotline at (908)
232-6770, Extension No. 153.

First Congregational to Laud
Success of Recovery Programs
WESTFIELD — The First Con-

gregational Church of Westfield will
hold a special worship service this
Sunday, March 12, at 10 a.m., pay-
ing tribute to “God’s Gift of Recov-
ery Through the Anonymous 12-Step
Programs.” Visitors are welcome and
encouraged to attend.

The clergy will incorporate ele-
ments of groups such as Alcoholics
Anonymous, Al-Anon and Adult
Children of Alcoholics into the tradi-
tional worship format as a means of
endorsing, celebrating and educat-
ing the public about the spiritual and
life-saving benefits offered by these
organizations.

The Reverend Pamela Gilchrist,
Pastoral Associate, will conduct a
service including prayers commonly
used by these programs, such as the
“Serenity Prayer” and the “Prayer of
St. Francis.”

A responsive litany will accom-
pany each of the 12 Steps (the sug-
gested guidelines for the 12-Step
Programs) with a compatible Bibli-
cal reference.

Dr. Barbara Thomson, church or-
ganist and Music Director, has se-
lected musical pieces that are fa-
vored by members of the anonymous
fellowships. In addition, the Chancel
Choir will perform the anthem “The
Prayer of St. Francis.”

The service will conclude with a
speaker who will share her experi-
ences with the congregation.

A reception in the parish’s Patton
Auditorium for church members and
visitors will follow the hour-long
worship service. Child care and
church school are offered during the
service.

First Congregational is located at
125 Elmer Street in Westfield. The
sanctuary is equipped with a wheel-
chair lift and an infrared audio sys-
tem for the hearing impaired. For
further information, please call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

St. Patrick’s Festivities
To Highlight Meeting

Of Holy Trinity Seniors
WESTFIELD — The Senior So-

cial Club of the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield will
hold its regular monthly meeting this
Monday, March 13, at 1:30 p.m. in
the gymnasium of the elementary
school. Attendees are asked to use
the entrance on First Street.

The program will feature a St.
Patrick’s Day theme, including sing-
ing accompanied by club member
Rita Curran on the piano. There will
also be Irish dancing by a group of
students from the Holy Trinity el-
ementary school. Refreshments will
be served.

During this meeting, members may
sign up for the trip to Cape May
planned for Tuesday, May 2.

On Tuesday, March 14, members
of the club will attend a luncheon
and Irish program at Hunt’s Landing
in Pennsylvania.

First Baptist Plans Talk
On Global Ministries,
Preceded by Banquet
WESTFIELD – The Reverend Dr.

John Sundquist, Executive Director
of International Ministries of the
American Baptist Churches of the
U.S.A., will speak at the First Baptist
Church of Westfield this Sunday,
March 12, at 6 p.m.

The program is one of three
throughout New Jersey that will high-
light the denomination’s mission
work in 25 countries around the
world.

The program will include a wor-
ship service, with music provided by
First Baptist Minister of Music Wil-
liam Mathews and guest pianist Julie
Purnell. It will be preceded by a 5
p.m. banquet, which costs $9.50 per
person.

For more information, please call
(908) 233-2278.

will begin with a brief, informal
morning worship service and a hot
beverage. Dr. Plantikow will help
the group consider various types of
life experiences where personal
boundaries are present and how
healthy boundaries enhance relation-
ships and foster spiritual growth.

Small discussion groups will fol-
low and a hot lunch will be provided.
Afterwards, there will be personal
quiet time. The day will end with
informal worship and communion,
followed by an opportunity for “chat-
ting.”

The community is invited to par-
ticipate. Registration is necessary.
Due to limited space, the program
will be restricted to 40 participants.
There is no registration fee.

Child care will be provided, with a
requested donation to the youth min-
istry program. For further informa-
tion and to register, please call the
church office at (908) 233-4211. The
church is located at 1 East Broad
Street.

Presbyterian Church
To Host Blood Drive
WESTFIELD — The Presby-

terian Church in Westfield, lo-
cated at 140 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield, will hold its annual
blood drive in the Assembly Hall
on Tuesday, March 21, from 4:30
to 10 p.m.

To make an appointment or to
request more information, please
call the church office at (908)
233-0301.

Joint Church Group for Teens
Plans Performances of Joseph
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