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SPFHS Graduates Bid
Farewell Among Tears,

Sentiment, Speeches
By JAMIE DOUGHER
Specially Written for The Times

Looking out over a sea of blue caps
and gowns last Thursday evening,
one could see the smiling yet teary-
eyed faces of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
graduating Class of 2000.

SPFHS Principal Dr. David Heisey
opened the commencement with a
speech emphasizing how modern so-
ciety is rapidly changing. He added
that the graduates will have
to deal with this challenge
because “growth requires
change.”

Dr. Heisey was proud to
attest to the fact that 88 per-
cent of the graduating class
of 2000 have plans to attend
college.

He also recognized the for-
eign exchange student from
Georgia, Giorgi Mikeladze,
who contributed aspects of
his culture to the high school.
Better known to SPFHS stu-
dents as “Geo,” he was
awarded an American flag
that had been flown over the
Nation’s Capital in Washing-
ton, D.C. in his honor at the
request of Congressman for
the Seventh Congressional District
Bob Franks.

The valedictorian, Jessica Biegelson,
analyzed the onset of technology and
its repercussions in today’s world in an
articulate speech. Labeling herself a
“book geek,” she questioned whether
computers would someday replace
published works, such as books, news-
papers, and magazines.

Jessica stressed the importance of
human contact, and noted that while
computers are helpful, if we “plow
full steam into computer mutiny”
there will be no opportunity to see
the “creativity and compassion” in
people.

She concluded her speech with a
meaningful quote by Mahatma
Ghandi, “You must be the change
you wish to see in the world.”

Salutatorian Justin Ross injected
humor into his speech by paraphras-
ing his life in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district. He remem-
bered how he “could not wait to
venture the halls of Spiffy High” as a
Terrill middle-schooler, and then the
shock of entering high school.

Justin described the feelings of
each and every student as he epito-
mized his four years of schooling.
He jokingly admitted, “It was diffi-
cult to balance a social life, a job, the
college search, and those irritating
classes that got in the way of all we
had to do.”

He cited what he and his fellow

classmates learned during their ten-
ure at SPFHS, which was not only
traditional subjects, but the ability
to know “when to fight for what
we believe in and what we de-
serve” and “how to cope with what-
ever life or school has thrown at
us.”

Justin urged his classmates to
keep the memories and good times
in their minds and “remember that

this school will be with you forever.”
After graduating, he expressed more
of the “mixed emotions” - excited
about what the future may hold, but
“sad to be leaving.”

Jackie Klock similarly felt the
“mixed emotions.” “It’s like excite-
ment, nervousness, and fear all in
one,” she said.

Following these speeches, Mel-

issa Benski, Meryl Bezrutczyk, Ian
Bonner, Cara Bristol, Jessica
Gittleman, Chitra Kalyanaraman,
James L’Heureux, Courtney
McDonald and Timothy Pai per-
formed a stirring rendition of “It’s So
Hard to Say Goodbye To Yesterday.”

Board of Education President
Theresa Larkin applauded the stu-
dents themselves, their parents, and
the community for their “constant
support,” “steadfast guidance” and
“selfless devotion.” She described
the class as being “made of the right
stuff” and how those touched by
them became “infected with their
enthusiasm.”

Mrs. Larkin praised the class for
their compassion during both the
good and bad times in each others’
lives. She wishes that the commu-
nity as a whole will celebrate the
“past deeds and future hopes” of the
SPFHS graduates.

Dr. Carol B. Choye, Superinten-
dent of Schools, then spoke about the
graduates, emphasizing the impact
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Malibu License
Rejected; Owner
May go to State

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Rayric Corporation will likely
take its case to the state Alcoholic
Beverage Control authorities af-
ter the Scotch Plains Township
Council last Thursday rejected a
renewal of the liquor license held
by the new owner of Club Malibu,
the Terrill Road nightclub that
has been closed for 18 months.

Wrapping up a series of six
hearings that began
in late February and
totaled nearly 18
hours, the five-mem-
ber council, acting in
its capacity as local
alcoholic beverage
control authority,
voted unanimously
not to renew the
club’s license.

After the decision
was rendered, Neil
Cohen, the attorney
for Rayric, told re-
porters “there was no
factual or legal basis
for denying” the li-
cense, and called the
council’s vote “arbi-
trary, capricious and
unreasonable,” while
holding out the pos-
sibility of Rayric fil-
ing a civil suit against
the local govern-
ment. He noted that
“it’s a political year”
in Scotch Plains, with
a mayoral election
looming between
Republican Mayor
Martin L. Marks and
Democratic Council-

woman Geri M. Samuel, and said he
felt that elected officials should not
sit on local alcoholic beverage con-
trol boards.

During his summation before the
council, and in his session with re-
porters afterwards, Mr. Cohen criti-
cized the local government for sub-
jecting Club Malibu to a revocation
hearing without first resorting to pro-
gressive disciplinary proceedings that
would have addressed township con-
cerns about the club’s operations and
avoided an outright denial of the
liquor license. “Progressive disci-
pline is appropriate and should have
been handled that way,” he said.

Calling revocation a “commercial
death penalty,” Mr. Cohen told the
council there was no basis for deny-
ing the license and, further, no basis
for even suspending the license for
any period of time because Club
Malibu was “not charged with vio-
lating a single town ordinance, was
not charged with violating a single
state regulation, was not charged with
violating a single state statute. That’s
not a bad track record.”

He further noted that Rayric Corp.
put forth proposals for remodeling
the nightclub and improving opera-
tions at the club even though it was
under no obligation to do so. This
was done, he said, “to remove a
cloud” that Mr. Cohen maintained
was “wholly unsubstantiated.” The
November 1998 fatal shooting in the
club’s parking lot had nothing to do
with the facility’s operations, he
maintained.

Earlier, during his own summa-
tion, Township Prosecutor Kenneth
Lipstein cited several reasons why

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
LOOKING AHEAD TO THE FUTURE…Graduates of the Class of 2000 at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School bid farewell last Thursday evening during the school’s Commencement
Program. Pictured, above, are: top center, some of the members of the graduating class; below,
Rebecca Page Vilim, Kathryn J. Connelly, and Sarah B. Vilim, at top left, Class Valedictorian
Jessica Biegelson, and at bottom left, Principal Dr. David Heisey.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
MIXED EMOTIONS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior Meryl Leigh Bezrutczyk wipes away her tears during
last Thursday’s Commencement Program, while Ian Bonner, left, grins during the ceremony.
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Officials to Review Complaints
Received About Fanwood Tavern

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

In its capacity as the local Alco-
holic Beverage Control (ABC) au-
thority, the Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil will conduct a hearing next
Wednesday, July 5, at 7 p.m. on
renewal of the liquor license for
Rocco’s Tavern and Liquor Depart-
ment.

During the meeting, borough offi-
cials are expected to review com-
plaints which have been received
since 1999 by the Fanwood Police
Department regarding the Terrill
Road business, which includes a tav-
ern and liquor store.

Proprietor John Murphy will have
an opportunity to respond at that
time to reports of excess noise com-

ing from the establishment, as well
as other complaints, Borough Ad-
ministrator Eleanor McGovern said.

Police Chief Robert Carboy con-
firmed that authorities have received
complaints about Rocco’s, but said
he did not believe the business was in
violation of any ABC laws. “We
have no complaints of that nature,”
he remarked.

Besides noise complaints, Chief
Carboy told The Times authorities
had received reports of fights and
suspicious vehicles in the vicinity of
the establishment. It was not known
at press time, however, how many of
these incidents had been substanti-
ated or were related to the business.

Mrs. McGovern stated that the
council’s review would be based on

the police reports, adding that “no
written documentation” from any
other parties had been received by
the governing body concerning al-
leged problems at Rocco’s.

Officials nevertheless wanted to
address the complaints received by
the police department before mak-
ing a decision on the liquor license
renewal for the business, which ex-
pires this Saturday, July 1. Liquor
licenses must be renewed annually.

Mr. Murphy, meanwhile, has ap-
plied for a state waiver to operate his
business pending the governing
body’s decision on his license re-
newal, Mrs. McGovern acknowl-
edged.

The hearing will be held in the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SP Council
OK’s S.L.A.P.
Participation

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township
Council approved a resolution
on Tuesday night that autho-
rizes the township to partici-
pate in the Union County
Sheriff’s S.L.A.P. (Sheriff ’s
Labor Assistance Program) ini-
tiative in a shared arrangement
with Westfield and Clark.

The program makes non-vio-
lent offenders available to lo-
calities to perform certain jobs,
such as cutting grass along sev-
eral roads, litter pick-up, light
stream clean-up and cleaning
up sites such as the former zoo
property.

Program participants would
include those convicted of cer-
tain motor vehicle offenses,
DWIs in which there were no
injuries or major damage, and
other lesser offenses. No one
convicted of weapons offenses,
assault, or sex-related crimes
would be eligible for the pro-
gram.

Township Manager Thomas
E. Atkins told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at the
council’s meeting on Tuesday
night that the program will be-
gin on July 1, “if possible,” and
run until the end of the year.

The S.L.A.P. program will
provide a Sheriff’s officer and a
daily average of six workers
five days a week, which will be
divided among the three mu-
nicipalities, or about two weeks
at a time for each town in the
coming six months.

The cost of the program will
be $15,525 for the six-month
period, with each town contrib-
uting $5,175.

In other matters, the council
approved a $400,000 bond or-
dinance that will be used to-
ward the acquisition of the
former Terry-Lou Zoo property
and the undertaking of various
studies for future use of the Cheri Rogowsky for The Times

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
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that they have had on the community
with their participation in clubs and
organizations dedicated to helping the
surrounding communities, such as Stu-
dents Concerned for the Needy (SCN)
and DECA.

Calling them the “trailblazers of the
new millennium,” Dr. Choye told the
Class of 2000 that they had brought
“pride and honor” to the school.

After calling the graduates up indi-
vidually, class president Jane Shih gave
her address, inviting the graduates who
have “achieved success both academi-
cally and athletically” to turn and thank
those who have helped them along the
way. Seeing the graduates turn to do so,
with teenage exuberance and elated grins,
was a sight to behold.

The explanation for the smile on the
face of Charles Matthews was because
he believes high school “was a fun ride.”

Afterward, graduate Marisa Melendez
excitedly expressed her feelings about
this “most amazing time....It’s such a
warm and wonderful experience with all

of my friends and family here.”
Up next for the graduates was a night

of sports and other activities sponsored
by the Parent Teacher Association (PTA).
Project Graduation is now an annual
event that provides an alcohol-free alter-
native for students following the gradua-
tion ceremony. The event concludes with
a breakfast back at the high school in the
early morning hours.

The graduates are all such unique
people; they are the people who will
lead the next generation, and they are
the hope of the future. Now they begin
their lives outside of Scotch Plains in
search of what will define them as
people.

Kourtney Gray, wearing the emblem
worn by all the active members of the Black
Student Union, said that “the sky is the
limit” for her and her classmates’ futures.

Some of them will be doctors, law-
yers; some will be mothers and fathers.
But all of them will somehow make an
impact on the world and leave their mark.

They are the class of 2000.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPFHS Graduates Bid Farewell
Among Tears, Sentiment, Speeches

the council should vote to reject the
license renewal. He read from statutes
that call for non-renewal of liquor li-
censes in cases of fights on the premises
of establishments serving alcoholic bev-
erages and also when incidents such as
these create a public nuisance. In addi-
tion, he reminded the council of the more
than 40 police calls, including one that
included police from towns throughout
Union County, to Club Malibu in the
final year or so of its operation.

Mr. Lipstein also said the nightclub
had not been paying its local property
taxes during a certain period in the late
1990s. The parking lot fights, the crowd
control problems, the fatal shooting and
the numerous police calls to the club
“certainly constituted a nuisance,” he
said.

Mr. Lipstein also criticized Rayric
owner Lawrence Ray, who formerly held
a minority stake in Malibu, but is now the
club’s sole owner, for testifying that, in
1998, as problems at the club mounted,
he had spent less and less time on the
premises.

“If he was truly interested in solving
the problems,” Mr. Lipstein said, “he
should have spent more time there.” The
prosecutor also criticized the new own-
ers for not making any effort to reach out
to homeowners living near the club.

At an earlier hearing in the spring,
several of them, residents of both Scotch
Plains and Plainfield, had testified about
excessive noise, trash, vandalism, traf-
fic, illegally parked cars and crowds that
were directly related, they said, to the lax
management and operation of Club
Malibu.

Mr. Lipstein also told the council he
was “shocked at the lack of detail” pro-
vided by Steve Dunnington, who had
been hired by Rayric Corp. to overhaul
the club’s operations and redesign the
facility, on questions related to renova-
tion and operating costs.

During their public deliberations,
which amounted to each council mem-
ber separately laying out the reasons for
their opposition to the renewal of the
liquor license, the common threads
among the five members seemed to be
the prior incidents at the club as well as
the public sentiment against its reopen-
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Malibu License Rejected;
Owner May go to State

ing.
Councilman Tarquin Jay Bromley,

saying he could “see no need for this club
in our community,” noted that no resident
had expressed support for renewing the
license. He also said he was disturbed by
Mr. Ray’s admitted scarce presence at
the club in its final months of operation.

Councilman William F. McClintock,
in opposing the renewal, cited the lack of
specifics presented by Rayric’s princi-
pals.

“All I could see,” he said, “were very
vague plans and solutions.” Councilman
Frank P. Rossi said he was concerned
about the lack of actions taken in the past
“when there were signs and symptoms of
growing problems.”

He pointed particularly to a late Au-
gust 1998 occupancy violation that was
followed, a week later, by what the Scotch
Plains Police Department termed “near
riot” conditions in the club’s parking lot.
He said testimony from the new owners
“doesn’t give me a level of confidence”
that the changes that were promised will
happen.

Saying that “the time to address the
problems and seek new clientele was in
January 1999,” when the club closed its
door, Councilwoman Samuel, in oppos-
ing the renewal of the club’s liquor li-
cense, noted that “that did not occur.”
Mayor Marks, while saying he was “fairly
impressed” with Rayric’s presentation
during the hearings and admitting that a
new club under new leadership could be
operated safely, said, though, that “if
things don’t go well, it’s possible the
focus could change. I fear that focus
could go right back to where we were.”

He said he would vote against renewal
because he was “deeply concerned about
the safety and well-being of residents,”
both in Scotch Plains and Plainfield; he
was “deeply concerned about the safety
of property” in both communities; and he
was “deeply concerned about the safety
of people who live far away,” because of
police department attention on Club
Malibu, to the detriment of the rest of the
town.

Allowing the club to re-open with a
liquor license, the Mayor added, meant
“we could revert back to a situation where
our citizens’ lives are in danger.”

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
LET’S KEEP IN TOUCH…Graduates of the Class of 2000 at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School bid farewell last Thursday evening during the school’s
Commencement Program. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling, Jordan Michael
Rogowsky, and standing, Jeffrey D. Fiorino, Nicholas A. Cahill, David R. Lavery
and Ryan Vasnelis.

Mathematics Supervisor
Determines Importance

Of Leveling in SP-F Schools
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

In a report to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education at its June
20 meeting, Mathematics Supervisor Dan
Simon recommended the district con-
tinue its practice of dividing students in
grades six through eight into two groups
for math instruction.

Having reviewed the needs of students
in both groups, said Mr. Simon, the math
department determined grouping by aca-
demic ability is a practice the district
needs to continue. He also stressed the
importance of maintaining the “integ-
rity” of the practice, which is also known
as leveling.

He called the move from fifth grade
into sixth a critical period, and added
“there is a whole lot of criteria to deter-
mine the correct and appropriate place-
ment of a student.”

Going forward, the math department
will use the following measures to deter-
mine where a student should be placed in
sixth grade math:

Stanford Achievement Test raw score,
Stanford Achievement Test local percen-
tile (gauges a student’s performance rela-
tive to his/her peers locally) and end-of-
year assessment (a math department test)
to determine if a student has achieved
expected objectives and proficiencies.
The test consists of multiple choice and
open-ended questions.

Letters regarding the end-of-year as-
sessment (which was administered in
early June) went home to fifth, sixth
and seventh grade parents in late spring
to advise them of the test’s role in
determining math placement for their
child for September 2000.

Going into seventh grade, a student’s
performance in sixth grade will be
considered along with the above crite-
ria. Going into eighth grade, the crite-
ria will be the same with the exception
of the open-ended component of the
departmental test. That will be omit-
ted.

Mr. Simon assured the board and
public that the math department “has
worked to ensure close alignment be-
tween the Level One and Level Two
curriculum.”

As he explained it, the only differ-
ence is that Level One classes go at a
little faster pace with more extensions.
Because all students take Algebra in
eighth grade, their preparation needs
to be the same.

Mr. Simon added that students blos-
som in math in different grades.

“Whenever they reach the top of
their ability, they should be able to go
from (Level) Two to One. This allows
them to do that.”

The bigger challenge for the math
department was dealing with the oft-
criticized practice of parents “waiv-
ing” their child into Level One math
even though the student’s demon-
strated ability may be better suited to
Level Two.

While the department supervisor
believes there should be opportunity
for parent input, he outlined a compre-
hensive method of appeal that should
be followed.

Under the new guidelines, parents
would be required to meet first with
the guidance counselor to make sure
they understand the criteria used for
placement. If the matter is not re-
solved there, they would move on to
the math supervisor who would look
at the student’s academic history.

If there is still no resolution, they
would sit down with the school princi-
pal. At that point, if parents still feel
the student should be moved into the
higher level, they must justify the re-
quest in writing.

If, keeping in mind the success of
the child, the math department could
still not recommend the move, the
assistant superintendent would be the

final point of appeal for parents.
According to Mr. Simon, waivers

will be granted under certain condi-
tions.

If, however (and this is something
new), a student’s performance at the
end of the first marking period is ques-
tionable, school officials and parents
will meet to determine what is to be
done. If that student’s performance is
still not where it should be (a grade of
“C” or better) at the close of the sec-
ond marking period, the student would
move down to Level Two.

In response to a question from Board
Member Jessica D. Simpson regard-
ing the possibility of a Level Two
student moving up to Level One mid-
year, Mr. Simon replied, “I wouldn’t
rule out the possibility of a mid-year
move. We want the children to be
successful whatever their level.”

In other business, Business Admin-
istrator and Board Secretary Anthony
Del Sordi reported on the status of the
bond referendum, expressing confi-
dence that both architects could meet
the timeline established by the board.

The board set Tuesday, December
12, as the date for the public vote on
the bond referendum to fund a $17
million construction/renovation pro-
gram in the district. The next board
meeting devoted to discussion of the
bond referendum is scheduled for
Tuesday, July 11, at 8 p.m.

The board also deliberated the pros
and cons of participating in the Alli-
ance for Competitive Telecommuni-
cations with the Monmouth-Ocean
Educational Services Commission and
the New Jersey Association of School
Business Officials.

As a member of the Alliance, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict would enter into a cooperative
pricing agreement with other New
Jersey school districts for the pur-
chase of telecommunications ser-
vices.

Ultimately, board members voted
down the motion due to what the ma-
jority perceived as a lack of informa-
tion regarding the board’s obligation
as a participant in the Alliance.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rocco’s Tavern

Council Chambers at Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue.
Members of the public are expected
to have an opportunity to give input.

William A. Burke for The Times
HEARING SCHEDULED…The Borough Council, in its capacity as the local
Alcoholic Beverage Control authority, is expected to meet with the owner of
Rocco’s Tavern and Liquor Department on Terrill Road in Fanwood next
Wednesday, July 5, at 7 p.m. to discuss renewal of the business’s liquor license.
Officials want to address complaints about the establishment which were
received by the Fanwood Police Department before issuing a decision on the
license renewal.

property, including the hiring of a
structural engineer to study the con-
dition of the historic Frazee House
that is located there.

Separately, the council approved
the renewal of liquor licenses, from
July 1, 2000 to June 30, 2001 for 16
dining and retail establishments in
the township.

At the start of its meeting, the
council congratulated Andrew Rob-
ert Elko and Whitney J. Slaten for
having achieved the rank of Eagle
Scout in the Boy Scouts of America.

For the months of July and Au-
gust, the council’s meeting sched-
ule is an abbreviated one, with
regular sessions set for July 11 and
August 8.

SP Manager Thomas Atkins
Honored for 20-Year Service

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Thomas E.
Atkins became Township Manager of
Scotch Plains on June 23, 1980. That
translates into about 7,300 days on the
job —and it’s a good bet Mr. Atkins
remembers some detail from each of
those days.

For starters, he recalls that his first day
fell on a Monday. It’s his memory for
details that was among the attributes
cited by the Township Council on Tues-
day night, when it passed a resolution
honoring Mr. Atkins’ 20 years of service
to the local government.

“Tom’s vast knowledge of the town-
ship is surpassed by none,” the resolution
read in part, “and is a constant source of
amazement to all who know him, with
his recollection of names, addresses,
phone numbers, and specific events which
date back almost half a century and are
almost always 100 percent accurate.”

“He has a memory like a steel trap,”
said former Mayor Joan Papen. Speak-
ing to The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, she noted that, during her time
on the council, “I could go to him and say,
‘Tom, what was the budget three years
ago?’ and he’d remember all the details.
He remembers everything.” She said
“we’re very fortunate to have him in
Scotch Plains.”

Councilman William F. McClintock,
who served as mayor in 1994, said Mr.
Atkins is “the best manager in New
Jersey,” and told The Times that the
manager’s memory is “astounding.”

Mr. Atkins told The Times this week
that his maternal grandfather may be the
one responsible for his exceptional
memory.

“My parents told me that (he) had a
magnificent memory for all types of
trivia,” he said. Deciding to test Mr.
Atkins’ recall ability, The Times on Mon-
day tossed him a question out of the blue,
asking him to name the dates of the 1996
blizzard.

“January 7 and 8,” he answered quickly
— and correctly.

At its meeting, which attracted the
largest crowd in the past year, the council
spent more than an hour paying tribute to
Mr. Atkins.

State Senator Alan Augustine, former
Mayors Alice Agran, Gabe Spera and
Robert Johnston, Municipal Court Judge
Joseph Perfilio, Township Attorney Dou-
glas Hansen, Ray Pardon, President of
the Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association, former Township Fi-
nance Director Al Steinberg, former
Westfield Town Administrator Edward
Gottko and Westfield Councilman James
Gruba all spoke warmly of Mr. Atkins,
with Mr. Johnston saying that “we’ve
been blessed to have someone like Tom.”

Also in attendance were former Mayor
Irene Schmidt, Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis,
Assistant Township Attorney Andrew
Baron, the heads of various departments
and representatives from the Scotch Plains
Senior Citizens Advisory Committee,
which presented Mr. Atkins with a cer-
tificate of appreciation.

After reading several letters of con-
gratulations from the Scotch Plains Li-
brary Board of Trustees and the
township’s Historical Society, Mayor
Martin L. Marks told Mr. Atkins that he
was “so proud to have been able to serve
with you.”

Councilman Frank P. Rossi said Mr.
Atkins’ “day-to-day knowledge of this
community is unsurpassed.”

Councilman Tarquin Jay Bromley
called Scotch Plains “the best-run politi-
cal-governmental organization I’ve ever

seen.”
And Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel

told Mr. Atkins she was “very grateful to
have had the opportunity to work with
you.”

Speaking about his two decades in
Scotch Plains, Mr. Atkins called it “a
wonderful town,” telling The Times that
“95 percent of the people who are local
government managers don’t have near
the tremendous town we have.”

He said that “the people who live here
want to live here, they take care of their
property, they pay their taxes, there’s a lot
of involvement in the community.”

Mr. Atkins, who grew up in town and
graduated from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School in 1967, said “I’m unique
that I’m the manager of the town where I
was raised,” and felt this fact gives him “a
certain perspective because you remem-
ber how the town was back in the 1950s
and 1960s and 1970s.”

Talking about his years as Township
Manager, he noted that he has worked
with 12 mayors and dozens of Council
members, whom he termed “mostly
wonderful because they care about the
town and aren’t thinking about their next
stepping stone” on the political ladder.

“They thought about Scotch Plains
first,” he said. He also cited the “good
working relationship” he and his profes-
sional staff at the Municipal Building
have had over the years with the local
Board of Education.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

S.L.A.P Program

Police Charge Three
With Prostitution

At Massage Center
By KIM KINTER

Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains police have arrested and
charged three people in con-
nection with alleged prostitu-
tion at a massage center on
Route 22.

Captain Joseph Protasiewicz
of the Scotch Plains Police De-
partment said that at about 6
p.m. on June 20, police re-
sponded to a report of prostitu-
tion at Asahi Therapy, which is
located on the eastbound side of
the highway.

At the scene, Chong Suk Pak,
41, of Flushing, N.Y., a co-owner
of Asahi Therapy, was charged
with promoting prostitution and
Maria Kapralova, 29, of
Plainfield was charged with en-
gaging in prostitution.

Pak was released on $2,500
bond, and Kapralova was re-
leased on a summons.

The next day, another co-
owner, Glen A. Lawres, 41, of
Maplewood was charged with
promoting prostitution. He was
released on a summons.

The business, which has been
in operation since about No-
vember, remains open.

Captain Protasiewicz pointed
out that in order for a business
to be closed permanently, by
police, it must be established as
a nuisance.

www.goleader.com!
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Garwood Factory Showroom
518 North Avenue, Garwood

(908) 789-0140 or Toll-free 877-MATT - FAC

Owned & Operated by the Shovlin Family for Over 20 Years

INVENTORY CLOSEOUT

Visit Our Website • www.mattressfac.com

Open To The Public

Mattresses & Box Springs
Made on the Premises

Wesley Allen Beds
on Display


