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www.westfieldnj.com

Visit Our Website
www.cellsig.com Our New Virtual Store Has All of  Your Cellular Accessory Needs.

All plans require the purchase of a digital multi-network
 phone. Plans and offers are based on a new activation

of service on select plans. Terms and conditions
apply. See store for details

132 East Broad St � Westfield
908-789-5302

�WE WILL MEET OR BEAT
ALL OF OUR COMPETITOR�S PRICES!�

$5000 CASH BACK REBATE
FOR EACH NEW ACTIVATION ON A QUALIFIED AT&T WIRELESS SERVICE CALLING PLAN
OFFER GOOD FOR ANY $29.99 AND UP CALLING PLAN. SEE STORES FOR DETAILS. OFFER ENDS JUNE 30, 2000

ASK ABOUT FREE UNLIMITED INTERNET ACCESS WITH
THE PURCHASE OF AN INTERNET READY PHONE!

REGIONAL ADVANTAGE
CALLING PLANS

NEW!
DIGITAL ADVANTAGE

CALLING PLANS
NEW!

Call Anywhere in the U.S. with
NO Roaming or Long Distance Charges

120 Min. - $29.99

200 Min. - $39.99

400 Min. - $49.99

600 Min. - $69.99

1000 Min. - $99.99

1600 Min. - $149.99

250 Min. - $29.99

400 Min. - $39.99

600 Min. - $49.99

800 Min. - $69.99

1200 Min. - $99.99

2000 Min. - $149.99

3000 Min. - $199.99

$1.99

CEDAR MULCH
3 cubic foot bag � Regularly $4.49

PER BAG

Cash & Carry
25 bag limit per customer

Genesis® Silver & Gold Series Gas Grills
With Premium Upgrades

FREE Assembly JUST FOR DAD!!

Silver-A • List Price $459

$379.00SALE
PRICE

Silver-B • List Price $599

$499.00SALE
PRICE

Silver-C • List Price $779

$679.00SALE
PRICE

Gold-C • List Price $999

$899.00SALE
PRICE

Upgrades Include

• 2 Thermoset
swing-up work
surfaces

• Stainless Steel
Cooking Grates

• Lifetime Limited
Warranty

Shop
Now &

Save for
July
4th

Open Sundays 8am � 12 Noon

Mayoral Candidates in Westfield Weigh In
On Parking Deck Issue Facing Town

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — As the fall elec-
tion approaches, Westfield’s two
mayoral candidates have zeroed in
on the parking deck debate in the
town.

Both mayoral contenders believe
Westfield needs additional parking
capacity. The question is whether to
provide space by building a deck or
by finding additional surface level
parking.

A consultant hired by the town has
said two decks on both the north and
south sides of town are needed. The
decks would total 1,200 spaces with
the largest of the structures, 732
spaces, to be built on the Westfield
Train Station’s lot on South Avenue.
A 400-space deck is proposed for
Lot 1 off Prospect Street.

Republican Gregory S.
McDermott, who has represented the

First Ward on the Town Council the
past two and a half years, said he
would like the town to look into the
feasibility of building a multi-tiered
structure on Lot 5. The lot includes
ingress-egress from Central Avenue
and Elmer Street.

Mr. McDermott, who is the
council’s liaison to the Downtown
Westfield Corporation – the man-
agement entity of the special im-
provement district – feels the lot
would be the perfect location for
downtown employees to park.

He said a Lot 5 deck would include
spaces for employees and shoppers
right in the center of the downtown.
He favors providing four-hour park-
ing for shoppers.

Rich and Associates of Michigan,
a consulting firm hired by the town to
develop a comprehensive parking
management plan, has indicated the
biggest problem the town faces north

of the train tracks is employees tak-
ing up on-street spaces.

He has indicated that purchasing
an adjoining private lot, along with
obtaining the site currently occupied
by the Westfield Service League on
Elmer Street would generate a four-
level deck of up to 428 spaces. That
would add 340 spaces on the north
side of town. Construction cost in-
cluding debt through the issuance of
bonds are estimated at $6.4 million.

Rick Rich, who is working with
Westfield on the plan, has said the
goal is to include 200 spaces in a
South Avenue deck for employees
currently using north side on-street
parking.

Mr. McDermott, however, does not
feel employees will use a South Av-
enue deck, especially during evening
hours due to security concerns.

Susan Jacobson, the Democratic
Mayoral contender, said Westfield
needs to increase parking capacity
both for shoppers and commuters.

Mrs. Jacobson explained that in
her view, additional parking can only
be obtained by building some sort of
a parking facility. But before any
deck plans can advance forward, “The
council needs to come to a consensus
that we are going to build a deck.”

“I support a comprehensive solu-
tion to the parking problem,” she
stated, emphasizing that parking
structures alone will not solve the
parking problem.

In an effort to develop options to
solve the deficiency of parking
spaces, Councilman McDermott has
been informally contacting churches
about possible use of their on-site
parking for employees or commut-
ers.

The councilman favors a commuter
jitney and selling another 75 permits
in the South Avenue lot as a means of
addressing the commuter parking
shortage.

He said, possibly, St. Helen’s Ro-

man Catholic Church on the south
side of town could be used as a spot
where commuters could be trans-
ported via jitney to the Rahway train
station for a one-seat ride directly
into Manhattan.

“This is not a political issue. This
is not a partisan issue. This is strictly
a matter of opinion and how people
go through the decision-making pro-
cess in their mind,” Mr. McDermott
explained.

“We are finally looking into other
solutions. To deck or not to deck is
not the argument,” he said, noting
that the key is development of a
strong parking management plan.

The councilman said the council
needs to continue to gather informa-
tion, such as financial costs on build-
ing a parking structure as well as
traffic data.

“I don’t think people want to spend
$10 or $20 million on a deck if it’s
not the place to put it,” Councilman
McDermott noted.

Mrs. Jacobson, a former President
and Vice President of the Westfield
Board of Education, also indicated
that the council is still in a gathering
stage of relevant information con-
cerning the downtown parking plan.

A Vice President of Membership
for the Union County League of
Municipalities, she said one proposal
by Rich and Associates to build retail
space in front of a South Avenue
deck appears to have “a lot of valid-
ity.”

As for the north side parking defi-
ciency, she indicated that the growth
of the downtown must be kept mov-
ing forward. Thus, more capacity
must be found for shoppers and em-
ployees.

Mrs. Jacobson said she is still read-
ing the Comprehensive Parking Plan
developed by Rich and admits she
does not have any firm opinions on
the deck site selection in the Rich
report.

Contract Awarded to Professional Planner
To Evaluate Options for Fanwood’s Downtown

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD -- A professional ser-
vice contract has been awarded by
the Borough Council to Richard
Preiss, a planner who has been asso-
ciated with Fanwood for several
years, to perform a multi-phase study
of the community’s downtown.

Mayor Louis C. Jung called the
agreement with the professional
planner a “reimbursable contract,”
under which Mr. Preiss will be paid
an hourly rate for his services, with
the total not to exceed $10,000.

The contract, which extends
through December 31 of this year, is
being funded through an urban plan-
ning grant from Union County which
was secured last year by former
Councilman William E. Populus, Jr.
Mr. Populus chaired the council’s
Administration and Finance Com-
mittee during the previous Mayoral
administration.

Over the past several years, Mr.
Preiss, of the New York firm of
Abeles Phillips Preiss and Shapiro,
Inc., has worked with the local Plan-
ning Board and the Borough Coun-
cil on pivotal issues such as the
updating of Fanwood’s Master Plan
and its Zoning Ordinance.

He also advised the Planning
Board last year during the board’s
extended hearings of a developer’s
application to build an apartment
complex on the long-vacant Dean
Oil site. The appeal was ultimately
denied.

The governing body is seeking to
boost Fanwood’s business district
through various physical improve-
ments, including creation of a Vic-
torian streetscape theme, as well as
other incentives designed to attract
patrons to the downtown.

Council members also hope to
see some dozen properties, charac-
terized as either unused or
underutilized, improved in the west-
ern half of the downtown.

These lots include the Dean Oil
property at LaGrande Avenue and
Second Street, as well as others
north of that site which are L-shaped
or otherwise unusually configured.

During their monthly regular
meeting on June 15, council mem-
bers confirmed that Mr. Preiss would
perform a market analysis of the
borough’s downtown, followed by a
planning analysis, with a strategic
revitalization plan anticipated by

the end of the year.
According to Mayor Jung, the

marketing analysis will focus on
existing features of the downtown
and what types of additional devel-
opment the borough could sustain.

As part of this phase, Mr. Preiss is
also expected to look at prospects
for creating a redevelopment zone,
for which Fanwood would have to
meet certain criteria established by
the state.

The governing body would have
control over the types of develop-
ment permitted in that zone, with
the council’s wishes taking prece-
dence over the borough’s Master
Plan and the zoning ordinance, ac-
cording to the Mayor.

Besides the legal aspects, Mr.
Preiss will also consider what the
borough could do with such a zone,
Mayor Jung revealed.

The planning analysis, the Mayor
explained, will address ways in
which Fanwood could meet the
needs of the downtown as outlined
in the marketing analysis. These
avenues would be explored more
specifically in the Strategic Revi-
talization Plan.

Mr. Preiss’s evaluation is expected
to cover a two- to three-mile radius
that includes neighboring towns and
various retail offerings in the area.
Through his analyses, officials are
hoping to gauge the kinds of com-
mercial development most likely to
bring shoppers to Fanwood, Mayor
Jung explained.

While a great deal of attention
has been focused on the future of the
Dean Oil property, several council
members argued during the last
council meeting that Mr. Preiss’ ef-
forts need to address the entire down-

town, and particularly those lots in
need of improvements.

Council President Joel Whitaker
advocated a “comprehensive look”
at the area, saying the Dean Oil
property was just a “small compo-
nent” of “a vast amount of unused or
underutilized land.”

Councilwoman Karen M. Schurtz,
who serves with Mr. Whitaker on
the governing body’s Land Use and
Historic Preservation Committee,
concurred.

“We need to have some recom-
mendations for Dean Oil, but we
also have to look at the big picture,”
she said.

Mr. Jung told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that Mr. Preiss will
review a range of options that could
enhance the downtown, including
retail, professional offices and pos-
sibly second-floor residential units.

Where to See Fireworks
• BERKELEY HEIGHTS  – Sunday, July 16, 11 p.m., Mt. Carmel Society,

River Road, admission $5, rain date next night (Mt. Carmel Society
Carnival July 14-16, 7-11 p.m.).

• CRANFORD – Tuesday, July 4, 9 p.m., Nomahegan Park, Springfield
Avenue, free, rain date: Wednesday, July 5 (fireworks only).

• CLARK  — Sunday, July 2, 9 p.m., Johnson High School, Westfield
Avenues, free, rain date: Monday July 3.

• ELIZABETH  – Tuesday, July 4 Water Front (Marina), Elizabeth Avenue
and Front Street, free, rain date: Wednesday, July 5.

• NEW PROVIDENCE  – Sunday, July 2, 9 p.m., New Providence High
School, Pioneer Drive, free. Amusement Rides and food 2 p.m. till dark;
Big Band entertainment 7-9 p.m.

• PLAINFIELD  – Tuesday, July 4, 9 p.m., Green Brook Park, West End
Avenue. Entertainment, 6-9 p.m., Parade, 10 a.m. through Plainfield and
North Plainfield. Rain date: Wednesday, July 5.

• ROSELLE PARK  – Tuesday, July 4, 9:15 p.m., Green Acres Complex,
West Webster Avenue, donation. Live band entertainment, 6-8:30 p.m.;
pony rides and moon walk, 6:15-8:15 p.m. Rain date: Wednesday, July 5.

• SPRINGFIELD   — Tuesday, July 4, 9 p.m., Springfield Park, Meisel
Avenue, $5 adults, $3 children. Festival with food, games, rides and
entertainment beginning at 4 p.m.

• SUMMIT  – Tuesday, July 4, 9:15 p.m., Soldiers Memorial Field, off
Ashland Road, free. Concert with Orchestra of St. Peter By the Sea. 7:30
p.m.

• UNION  – Tuesday, July 4, dusk, Biertuempfel Park, Winslow Avenue and
Vauxhall Road, free, children’s program, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.; Union Municipal
Band Concert, 7:30 p.m. Rain date: Wednesday, July 5.


