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Non-Pesticide
Policy Passed
By Council

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council
has initiated a policy requiring
the town to use the least hazard-
ous chemicals to maintain town-
operated parks and land.

The town joins Cranford and
Rahway as the only area munici-
palities that have such a program.
The Westfield school system has
had a similar policy for years.

Eighty towns, school districts
and county governments includ-
ing Union County have endorsed
Integrated Test Management or
IPM policies, according to the
New Jersey Environmental Fed-
eration.

In an IPM system, pests are
managed by inspection, monitor-
ing, site and sanitation improve-
ments, mechanical and biologi-
cal methods. IPM requires the
least hazardous chemical controls.

“By adopting an IPM program
as its pest control policy, the Town
of Westfield endeavors to do its
share for the protection and im-
provement of the environment,
while setting an example for its
citizenry and the other large land-
owners within Westfield to fol-
low,” according to a mission state-
ment included in the new town
policy.

Jane Nogaki, representing the
New Jersey Environmental Fed-
eration that promotes the use of
more natural methods for lawn
care and weed control, thanked
the council for passing its resolu-
tion.

The New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)
has estimated that three million
pounds of chemical pesticides are
used annually in the state by com-
mercial and agricultural users.

A 1990 DEP survey showed
that over a million pounds of pes-
ticides were used by golf courses
and lawn care applicators.

Lawrence Avenue resident
Harvey Roberson noted that a
few years ago he lost a golden
retriever at a young age to what
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By LAWRENCE HENRY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s Note: This is the first of
two stories about the Westfield School
District’s plan to adopt a new el-
ementary school math curriculum.
Next week’s article will address: What
does “successful” mean in teaching
elementary mathematics?

*  *  *  *  *

The proposal to adopt a new el-
ementary school math curriculum in
Westfield’ schools recaps, in polite
miniature, the doubts and conflicts
of a decade of nationwide debate
over “new math.”

In Westfield, four elementary
schools have been “piloting” two
new curricula, Math Trailblazers and
Everyday Math, for the past year.

At the school board meeting May
16, district math consultant Regina
Kiczek announced that Everyday
Math had been selected over Math
Trailblazers, and that the Everyday
Math pilot — a tryout period —
would be extended to four more
grades next year. At that meeting,
Ms. Kiczek said she expected the
district would adopt Everyday Math
for all grades within two years.

At the most recent school board
meeting, however, on June 6, the

board was confronted by a number of
parents who voiced concern about
adopting the Everyday Math pro-
gram.

In response to those concerns, Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. William
J. Foley seemed to backpedal on Ms.
Kiczek’s commitment.

“There’s a presumption that we’re
ready to go with Everyday Math,”
said Dr. Foley at that meeting. That
presumption “is not so.”

“Progressive math,” as it is some-
times called, started with the pro-
mulgation of a set of new “math
standards” by the National Council
of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM)
in 1989. These new standards em-
phasized “cooperative” strategies for
learning (students working together
in small discussion groups to figure
out how to solve problems); a com-
plicated “assessment” protocol (com-
plicated according to critics; “ongo-
ing, consistent, and multi-faceted,”
said NCTM); and a kind of leveling
of the curriculum (“equity”) to make
math more accessible to all students.

Proponents of the new “progres-
sive” standards talked about “achiev-
ing deep conceptual understanding”
of the process of math. At the same
time, certain traditional norms went
by the boards: rote memorization of
the often-talked-about “math facts,”
including multiplication tables and
algorithms, and the traditional
“gazinta” method of long division

(in Regina Kiczek’s words). Plus,
group work in classes tended to elimi-
nate a teacher’s traditional whole-
class lecturer role.

For many parents, alarm bells be-
gan to ring.

Westfield’s Joanne Muldoon, who
had two children in the public schools
four years ago, “saw some things
happening back then that I wasn’t
happy with.” She continued, “There
wasn’t any math homework going
on. There was no rote memorization
of math facts.”

In addition, Mrs. Muldoon, like
many other parents in the progres-
sive era, found it hard, if not impos-
sible, to help her children with what
homework they did have.

“Children were not allowed to
bring home their workbooks,” she
said. “It was almost impossible for a
parent to get involved.”

Ms. Kiczek pointed out, in a recent
interview, that, since 1989, NCTM
has revised its standards in reponse
to some of the criticisms coming
from parents.

“One of the big issues (NCTM)
addressed,” she said, “is that there is
definitely a role for rote memoriza-
tion.”

As for children not being able to
bring books home, Ms. Kiczek
pointed out that the “journals” for
Everyday Math are the basis for
teaching, and that teachers are afraid
kids won’t bring the books back.

Group work in Everyday Math
classes, said Ms. Kiczek, is designed
“to help the students formulate the
multiplication rule (for example),
then practice it.”

Board Member Annmarie Puleio,
who chairs the school board’s cur-
riculum committee, said recently that
she was glad Westfield had waited to
adopt a new elementary math cur-
riculum. The district benefited from
the experience of other school sys-
tems with Everyday Math, she said.

Westfield Board of Education and Parents
Debate Proposed Math Curriculum

Planning Board OK’s Application
For Southside Grove St. Subdivision

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Thanks to a land-swap agreement
worked out between local developer
Ralph Rapuano and the Town of
Westfield, Mr. Rapuano’s proposed
southside Columbus Avenue subdi-
vision was approved by the Planning
Board Monday night.

The approval, however, carries the
condition that the town will main-
tain a permanent wooded buffer be-
tween Columbus Avenue and Grove
Street, as requested by nearby Grove
Street residents.

The Columbus Avenue subdivi-
sion application, which was initially
brought before the Westfield Plan-
ning Board in May, is for the devel-
opment of one existing wooded lot
into three houses on three 50-foot
lots. The existing wooded lot is on
Grove Street, adjacent to the “paper
street,” Columbus Avenue.

More than a dozen residents at-
tended last month’s meeting to ob-
ject to the proposed extension of
Columbus Avenue 140 feet toward
Grove Street and the elimination of
the wooded buffer.

The land-swap agreement allows
the town to acquire the parcel of land
adjacent to the end of Columbus
Avenue that contains the wooded
buffer between Columbus Avenue
and Grove Street.

In exchange, Mr. Rapuano will
acquire a parcel of land adjacent to
one of the lots at the end of Colum-
bus Avenue, which will allow that lot
to be set back, eliminating the need
for a variance and allowing that lot to
face Columbus Avenue instead of
fronting Grove Street.

Columbus Avenue will only be
extended 120 feet instead of the ini-
tially proposed 140 feet.

Despite the revised proposal, sev-
eral area residents voiced their con-
tinued objections to the development
at the meeting.

Several residents told the board
that there are numerous parking prob-
lems on Columbus Avenue due to
residents from a nearby Garwood
apartment building using Columbus
Avenue as a parking lot, as well as
speeding problems on that street.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim stated
that the Planning Board had no juris-
diction over that situation, but would
pass their concern on to the Town
Council.

Mr. Rapuano’s lawyer, James
Flynn of Westfield, explained to the
residents that the revised proposal
with the land-swap agreement does
not require any variances and which
permits the development of the sub-
division under existing zoning ordi-
nances.

Planning Board members agreed

that the revised proposal, insuring a
permanent buffer, was a good alter-
native for the neighborhood.

The application was approved and
will now be submitted to the Tree
Preservation Commission for their
recommendations.

Mr. Rapuano told the board that he
intends to build three small-sized
Colonial-style homes on the lots,
approximately 2,200 square feet
each. He could not confirm building
heights or other details at this time,
but said that they would be appropri-
ately designed to fit into the existing
neighborhood.

In other business, a major site plan
application by developer Tiger Re-
alty was approved for the construc-
tion of a medical office building at
596 Springfield Avenue. The appli-
cation proposes to remove the exist-
ing building from the site and con-
struct a one-story, 9,000 square foot
office building for medical offices.

Several variances are needed be-
cause of insufficient set back, mini-
mum lot area requirements and in-
sufficient parking in the rear.

The applicant, Mitchell Erlance,
President of Tiger Realty, told the
board that the proposed building is
similar to one he owns in Warren,
that has won a design-award.

An application by Messercola
Brothers Realty Company, seeking
major site plan approval with vari-
ances for the construction of a three-
story building at 900 South Avenue,
has been postponed until the next

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
SCHOOL IS ALMOST OUT FOR SUMMER… Children, who are preparing for the last days of school, flocked to the
Memorial Pool in Westfield with their goggles to cool off from the hot sun.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
PINNING ON THE BOUTONNIÈRE…During a pre-prom party at Effingham
Place in Westfield, Tara Clarke pins a lovely white rose boutonnière to Michael
Todd’s lapel.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
POSING PRIOR TO PROM…At a pre-prom party hosted by Michael Todd on
Effingham Place, attendees posed for a photo. Pictured, left to right, are: front
row, Julianne Peppe, Tara Clarke and Donna Shaller; back row, Alex Dupre,
Michael and Joe Valentine.
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Lapolla Concedes to Connelly
In Congressional Primary
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Opting not to challenge the Demo-
cratic Seventh Congressional District
Primary election results, Union County
Manager Michael J. Lapolla conceded
Monday night to Maryanne S.
Connelly. He had waited to see if
absentee ballots changed the results
before making his official announce-
ment.

By virtue of Mrs. Connelly’s vic-
tory, she and Republican Michael A.
Ferguson — the two unsuccessful
candidates in the 1998 General Elec-
tion Congressional races in the Sev-
enth and Sixth Districts, respectively
— will now face off in November.

A former mayor and long-time coun-
cilwoman in Fanwood, Mrs. Connelly
edged Mr. Lapolla by 295 tallies,
14,931 (45.8 percent) to 14,636 (44.9
percent), or less than 1 percent of the
vote cast for the two candidates.

Mr. Lapolla, who was actually
named by CBS News, Comcast Chan-
nel 8 and News 12 New Jersey on
June 6 as the projected winner of the
race, opted to concede after the four
counties that make up the Seventh
District certified election results

showing Mrs. Connelly as the dis-
trict-wide winner.

Warren Township Committeeman
Jeffrey Golkin finished a distant third,
with 8.3 percent of the vote cast, or
2,698 ballots. Attorney Joel Farley fin-
ished with a disappointing 585 tallies,
or 1.8 percent of the total vote cast.

The Union County Democratic
Committee released statements from
Mr. Lapolla and County Democratic
Chairwoman Charlotte De Filippo.

Mr. Lapolla, who has served as
Union County Manager for the past
three years, thanked all his support-
ers and offered “my congratulations
to Maryanne Connelly. From now
until the General Election, I will
work closely with my Democratic
Chairman, as well as our leaders and
elected officials, to ensure a Demo-
cratic victory throughout Union
County this November.”

In a seemingly unusual move, Ms.
De Filippo herself announced in a
statement that the party would not
seek a recount of the election results.
She served as Co-Chairwoman of
Mr. Lapolla’s campaign.

“It is time to move forward to
electing Democrats this November.

This party and I are very proud to
have stood with Michael in this elec-
tion. Mike ran a good campaign and
spoke to many issues on the minds of
the people of this area,” she stated.

Looking at Mrs. Connelly’s vic-
tory, Ms. De Filippo reflected, “It is
now clear that Mrs. Connelly won
this election and she has earned the
right to be able to move forward with
her plan for the General Election.”

Savoring her victory, Mrs.
Connelly said, “I am pleased these
results confirm what we knew last
week – that we won. I look forward
to working with every Democrat to
win this seat back and take back the
House of Representatives.”

The Democrats need a six-seat
gain to take back the majority in the
House of Representatives for the first
time in six years.

Mrs. Connelly had a steep hill to
climb when Mr. Lapolla announced
his intention to run for Congress in
January. Mr. Lapolla’s campaign was
co-chaired by United States Senator
Robert Torricelli, State Senator
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Math Program
Debate Ensues

She did express concern with the
“deep understanding” or “concept
based” mode of math teaching in Ev-
eryday Math.

“Is it fuzzy math?” she asked, rhetori-
cally. “To some, it seems like fuzzy
math. However, math has changed to
some extent. We understand that there
needs to be a great facility on the part of
our students to solve math problems. The
reason it’s sometimes called fuzzy math
is it seems to overemphasize simply
approaching problems, rather than solv-
ing problems.”

“They’re doing calculations by draw-
ing pictures!” one former elementary
teacher protested.

Indeed, paging through both Addison-
Wesley Math and Everyday Math re-
veals textbooks that employ lots and lots
of pictures, and encourages pictorial
imagination.

Hung-Hsi Wu, a professor of math-
ematics at the University of California,
Berkeley, pointed out one of the short-
comings of the pictorial method of math
instruction.

In “Basic Skills Versus Conceptual
Understanding,” an article published in
the fall 1999 issue of American Educa-
tor, the magazine of the American Fed-
eration of Teachers, Professor Wu wrote:
“We should not make students feel that
the only problems they can do are those
they can visualize…Of course they can-
not draw a picture of 2/97 divided by 31/
17…But this does not mean they cannot
do the problem! Or that more complex
problems like this one are not essential.”

Professor Wu’s article, plus another
widely circulated article, “Knowing and
Teaching Elementary Mathematics,” by
Professor Richard Askey of the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, are available at the
AFT Web site at http://www.aft.org/pub-
lications/american_educator/index.html.
Adobe Acrobat Reader is required to see
them.

At the June 6 meeting, Dr. Foley re-
called the arguments over phonics ver-
sus whole language reading instruction,
and remarked that the school district had
come to adopt a combination of both
methods. That seems to be the direction
the district is going now with elementary
math eduction: to adopt a curriculum like
Everyday Math, then supplement it with
“skills ‘n’ drills” and homework.

Ms. Kiczek emphasized that teachers
of the new curriculum will have to know
their stuff.

Any of the new curricula, she said,
“requires a good deal of math knowledge
on the part of the teachers. We’re going to
be working very hard on staff develop-
ment.”

And she defended Everyday Math,
and the progressive ideas in math teach-
ing in general.

“This is a big program,” she said. She
emphasized that years of work have been
put into writing it and evaluating it, and
that Westfield was spending several years
trying it out. “Why would we do it if we
didn’t think it would be successful?”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lapolla Concedes to Connelly
In Congressional Primary
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Planning Bd.

Four Mondays
In June:

Community 2000

How Westfield Responds
To Needy Discussed

 In Community Forum
By MELISSA BETKOWSKI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

“What is need?” This question, posed
by Dr. Lois Richardson of Kean Univer-
sity, kicked off the second of four weekly
meetings, “Four Mondays in June Com-
munity 2000” sponsored by the Town
of Westfield and the Westfield Founda-
tion.

Monday’s meeting, entitled “Re-
sponding as a Community to Citizens in
Need,” brought together a diverse panel
and discussed some of the core issues
about those in need.

The panel included: Lillian Corsi,
director of Human Services
for the Town of Westfield;
Ernestine Howell, Executive
Director of the Westfield
Community Center; Ezella
Johnson, Executive Direc-
tor of the Westfield Neigh-
borhood Council; Marie
Koch, Student Assistance
Counselor for Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools; Diane Litterer, di-
rector of the National Coun-
cil on Alcohol and Drug
Abuse; Linda Maggio, Executive Di-
rector of the United Fund of Westfield;
Meg Miller, executive director of the
Washington Rock Girl Scout Council;
Elaine Slabe of the Westfield YMCA
and John Wheatley, retired Deputy Chief
of the Westfield Police Department.

Westfield Foundation member Tom
Phelan, in his welcome remarks, said,
“sometimes I fear that townspeople view
the Foundation as a group of old
Westfielders trying to preserve old
Westfield.

“But this is not the case. The
Foundation’s mission statement states:
The Westfield Foundation’s purpose is
to promote the betterment of the
Westfield community and the enhance-
ment of the quality of life for all of its
citizens.”

Mr. Wheatley called need an indi-
vidual thing, citing some differences in
needs faced by Westfield citizens.

In her involvement with the Westfield
Community Center, Mrs. Howell said
she sees a variety of need, from the
financial to people who “need to talk or
a place to go.”

“(Abraham) Maslow defined our most
basic needs as food, water and shelter,”
Ms. Koch told the audience of about
two dozen concerned citizens. Ms. Koch
said that the students who she works
with have some basic needs of adoles-
cence, such as belonging, power, choices
and opportunities for fun.

Also, Ms. Koch said, recent studies
have shown that healthy adolescents
have needs for diversity, opportunities
for self-exploration and self-definition,
meaningful participation in school and
community, physical activity, compe-
tence and achievement and clear struc-
ture and limits.

“Need is to be in want of something,”
Mrs. Maggio said, when asked for her
definition of need. She noted that many
of the agencies represented on the panel
are “on the front line of meeting need for
Westfield.”

Mrs. Corsi called need “problems
that money can’t solve.”

“Need is what an individual feels is
lacking in their life,” Mrs. Slabe added.

Expanding on that point, Ms. Johnson
called need, “the inability to provide for
a safe and secure life” and being unable
to “provide for themselves the things
that many people take for granted.”

Moving away from simply defining
need, Dr. Richardson raised the issue of
poverty in society and how poverty

affects basic need. In the U.S. between
1996-1998 the percent of the popula-
tion living below the poverty level was
13 percent. In New Jersey, that figure
was 9 percent. In Westfield, however,
the percent of residents below poverty
level is 1.4 percent. She then asked if
those below the poverty line feel like
part of the Westfield community.

“Yes, but they feel a little disenfran-
chised,” Ms. Johnson replied, noting
that the town must work to remedy that
situation.

The issue was raised by Dr.
Richardson whether
people find it difficult to
ask for help.

Ms. Litterer responded
with a strong yes, noting
that in her experience with
those with alcoholism,
there is nothing to do with
economics in that need.
What is needed, she said is
a “caring community that
is accepting and where
people are not going to be
looked down upon.”

“Because we live in
Westfield many people are embarrassed
to ask for help. They do not want to talk
or share details about themselves,” Mrs.
Howell said.

Could this be considered airing dirty
laundry, Dr. Richardson asked.

“No,” Mrs. Slabe replied. “In order
to meet needs, you must address the
issues.”

Ms. Koch raised the issue of diver-
sity and the fact that the town has a
certain willingness to accept diversity,
but the community may not be diverse
enough to deal with the issues.

Dr. Richardson noted that diversity
is not just a black/white issue or a race/
gender issue.

Mrs. Maggio remarked about a se-
nior citizen task force formed to handle
the concerns of the county’s fifth high-
est senior citizen population. When
that task force assessed the greatest
needs of seniors, topping the list was
transportation. “It doesn’t matter if you
have all the money in the world if you
can’t get around,” Mrs. Maggio noted.

She also noted that “Westfield is not
immune to need,” and that it is a micro-
cosm of the world of which Westfield is
a part. The town must collaborate and
work together to solve problems, she
said. It was noted throughout the night
that many agencies within the town
have formed a network of helping.

“I didn’t always have the answer,”
Mr. Wheatley said, referring to his ten-
ure with the police department. “But I
could find the answer, I was fortunate.”

Ms. Koch noted that the town must
not get into a “never say never” mindset.

Members of the audience who of-
fered feedback to the panel asked them
to consider the idea of community in
need.

One such resident raising this con-
cern was mayoral candidate Susan
Jacobson.

Another aspect of community in need
that was raised by Councilwoman Claire
Lazarowitz was that of low to moderate
income families that are being forced
out of Westfield due to a lack of afford-
able housing.

Councilwoman Lazarowitz said that
something legislative must be done “so
we don’t lose this vital part of the
town.”

The next part in the series, “Raising
Children of Tolerance, Values and Pur-
pose” will be held on Monday, June 19,
at 7 p.m. in the Council Chambers.

was determined as an illness brought on by
consumption of pesticides. He noted the
possible dangers these chemicals could
have on children “rolling on the lawn,” and
participating in other activities in the grass.

“I like the proposals that you are setting
up and that you are really going to enforce
it and get in there the way it should be
done,” Mr. Roberson told the council at its
June 6 meeting.

First Ward Councilman Gregory S.
McDermott said it is important that the
town educates its residents to take steps in
cutting down on pesticide use with alter-
native lawn care and weed control meth-
ods.

Both Acting Mayor Lawrence A.
Goldman and Second Ward Councilman
James J. Gruba said they will look into
whether their dogs’ recent illnesses may
have been caused by pesticides.

Cathy Knights, a new town resident,
called the town’s new policy “a good step
in the right direction.”

Third Ward Councilman Neil F. Sullivan,
Jr. said he wants the town to fully fund the
IPM system in the town’s next budget
cycle. The plan includes the following: de-
thatching grass and testing soil, spot seed-
ing and use of natural organic fertilizers.

In other business, the town approved
several ordinances to fund capital im-
provements included in this year’s mu-
nicipal budget, which was adopted by the
council last month. The $2.3 million in
projects will be funded through issuing

June 21 Last Day
Of School in Westfield
WESTFIELD — The last day of

school for Westfield Public School
students will be Wednesday, June 21.

Grades 1–8 will attend school from
8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. All kindergar-
ten students will attend from 10 a.m.–
12:30 p.m. Westfield High School
students’ half-day schedule will in-
clude periods one through nine from
7:30 a.m.–12:28 p.m.

There will also be a half-day ses-
sion for all grades on Tuesday, June
20, with a field day planned for the
high school students at Tamaques
Park from 8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Reopening of Westfield’s
Crossway Place Road
Still Some Time Away
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Several months
after the original deadline, the re-
opening of Crossway Place in
Westfield is still some time away.

Citing some problems with the
contractors that have been widening
the roadway between North and
South Avenues that runs under the
NJ Transit rail line, Westfield Town
Engineer Kenneth B. Marsh told The
Westfield Leader that “we’re really
close to wrapping up” and reopen-
ing the road to auto and pedestrian
traffic.

The road has been closed for about
nine months; it was hoped the road
would be opened last month, but Mr.
Marsh said the town is waiting for
NJ Transit to dig out the excess dirt
that has accumulated during the
project.

Once Crossway Place is opened,
autos will find a new roadway that
will have two lanes in each direc-
tion. In addition, there will be a six-
foot wide sidewalk that will allow
pedestrians to cross safely under the
bridge.

Once it is opened, the northern

section of Crossway Place will then
be reconfigured slightly so that, at
the intersection with North Avenue,
it l ines up more evenly with
Edgewood Avenue on the far side of
North Avenue.

The Town will purchase a small
parcel of land from the American
Legion Hall on North Avenue to al-
low for the roadway’s slight bend to
the west.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Non-Pesticide Policy Passed
by Westfield Town Council

bonds.
According to Town Administrator Tho-

mas Shannon, the projects funded are fol-
lows:

• $116,000 for various curbing to
streets.

• $445,000 for road projects, including
Park Place and Crossway Place.

• $265,000 for the reconstruction of
Benson Place.

• $150,000 for sanitary storm sewer
improvements.

• $342,000 for reconstruction of the
overlook at Mindowaskin Park and the
dam at Gregory’s Pond and development
of a plan to dredge and restore the pond at
Tamaques Park.

• $165,000 for facilities improvements,
including the Municipal Building and Pub-
lic Works Center, purchase of new parking
meters and pay stations.

• $220,000 for the town’s residential
sidewalk replacement program.

• $235,000 to replace Public Works
equipment.

• $170,000 geared towards recreational
facilities, the bulk of which will go towards
design services for improvements planned
for Memorial Park and creation of a pocket
park in memory of activist and entertainer
Paul Robeson and purchase of new equip-
ment at Sycamore Park.

• $75,000 for a new phone system and
air packs for the Fire Department system.

• $80,000 for repairs to the town’s fire
houses.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
READY TO RIDE IN STYLE…Juan Chumpitaz, looking dapper, and Jacqueline
Fischer, looking elegant, prepare to ride to their senior prom in a sleek white
limousine.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
A UNIQUE RIDE TO THE PROM…Parked before Harrow Road in Westfield,
this stretch Hummer limousine will take prom attendees on a ride of luxury they
will never forget.

WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for May 2000

Top 10 Response Categories

1. Falls (18) 6. Head/Neck Injury (8)
2. Respiratory (15) 7. Unconscious (7)
3. Cardiac Pain (14) 8. Seizure (7)
4. General Illness/Weakness  (14) 9. Suspected Stroke (5)
5. Motor Vehicle Accident (13) 10. DOA (4)

In-Town Emergency Calls: 179
Out-of Town Mutual Aid Calls: 8
Non Emergency Calls: 2
Total Calls: 189
Total Hours Out: 323:27
Total Volunteer Hours: 2,126

Please support your local Volunteer Rescue Squad. They support you!

Raymond Lesniak, Ms. De Filippo and
the Union County Election Board
Chairwoman, June Fischer.

All nine members of the Board of
Chosen Freeholders also served on Mr.
Lapolla’s campaign committee, includ-
ing Linda d. Stender, a former mayor
and current Democratic Municipal
Chairwoman in Fanwood.

Mr. Lapolla also received the back-
ing of the Chairman of the National
Democratic Congressional Commit-
tee, Congressman Patrick Kennedy.

The Seventh District seat became
hotly contested when four-term Re-
publican Congressman Bob Franks
opted to run for the United States Sen-
ate. The list of candidates reached 12 at
one point, including seven Republi-
cans and five Democrats. It was later
pared down to eight, split evenly be-
tween the two political parties.

In Union County, Mr. Lapolla posted
a 9,167-7,816 victory. However, Mrs.
Connelly returned the favor in Somerset
County, where she blasted Mr. Lapolla,
3,177-672. Mr. Golkin, who ran on the
Somerset Democratic organization
ballot line, came in second place, with
2,269 tallies.

In Essex County, where the Seventh
District includes only Maplewood and
Millburn, both of which border Union
County, Mrs. Connelly outdistanced
Mr. Lapolla 906-485, including 12
absentees to three for Mr. Lapolla. Mr.
Lapolla won Middlesex County, 4,310-
3,029, mainly through the support of
party leaders in Woodbridge, includ-
ing 1997 Gubernatorial contender
James McGreevey. Mr. Lapolla won
the city by a margin of 3,125-1,745.

The looming question after last
Tuesday’s apparent victory by Mrs.
Connelly was whether absent ballots
cast in Union County would change
the outcome of the results. Repeated
calls from The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
confirmed that officials in the office of
the Union County Clerk were still
counting the ballots as of late last week.

County officials revealed that over
1,500 ballots had been taken out by
potential voters. The question that re-
mained was exactly how many ballots
were actually returned. In the end, Mrs.
Connelly received 163 absentee bal-
lots in Union County, to 136 for Mr.
Lapolla.

Looking at the results, Sujata
Tejwani, Campaign Manager for Mrs.
Connelly, said she believes Mrs.
Connelly’s victory had a lot to do with
running a campaign that featured a
“positive message,” including calls for
gun safety, preserving Social Security
and education.

To offset Mr. Lapolla’s strong orga-
nizational support, Ms. Tejwani said,
Mrs. Connelly took her campaign di-
rectly to the voters at train stations and
grocery stores, etc.

“We did excellent in Somerset
County,” she stated, adding that Mrs.
Connelly was very pleased with her
Middlesex County victory in Edison,
which helped offset, to some degree,
her loss in Woodbridge.

She also said the campaign did much
better in Essex and Union Counties
than expected.

In Middlesex County, Mrs. Connelly
edged Mr. Lapolla in Edison (549-
530) and in Middlesex (264-196), but
lost by a margin of 3,125-1,745 in
Woodbridge. In Somerset County, Mrs.
Connelly defeated Mr. Lapolla in
Bridgewater, 292-37; in Hillsborough,
487-137, and in North Plainfield, 348-
79.

Mrs. Connelly beat Mr. Lapolla, 425-
121, in her hometown of Fanwood in
Union County. She also won in Scotch
Plains, 738-606; in New Providence,
311-171, and in Berkeley Heights, 307-
236. She was just nipped by Mr. Lapolla
in his hometown of Westfield, 912-
857.

Mr. Lapolla won in Roselle, Linden,
Plainfield and Kenilworth.

The Primary campaign became
heated at times. Several national
women’s groups felt Mr. Lapolla went
over the line in a radio spot depicting
Mrs. Connelly as being confused on
the issue of school vouchers. The ad
portrayed Mrs. Connelly as a dipsy
game show contestant in a takeoff of
ABC’s “Who Wants to Be A Million-
aire.”

Ms. Tejwani said the political spot

only “crystallized” Mrs. Connelly’s
support.

The Lapolla Campaign accused Mrs.
Connelly of trying to take credit for
writing the first Megan’s Law in the
state. The Connelly Campaign took on
Mr. Lapolla for what they said was a
long list of campaign contributions from
Union County employees and vendors.

Now the time has come to mend
fences in lieu of party unity.

Matthew Collins
Graduates Fairfield

MOUNTAINSIDE – Matthew
Collins, a Mountainside resident and the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Collins,
graduated Fairfield University on May
21.

Matthew majored in business/man-
agement. He was also the captain of the
university’s swim team. A graduate of
Delbarton School, Matthew plans a ca-
reer in environmental business.

Julie Elmuccio Receives
Dean’s List Standing
WESTFIELD — Julie Elmuccio,

the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John
Elmuccio of Westfield has been named
to the Dean’s List at Hamilton College,
Clinton, N.Y., for the 2000 spring semes-
ter.

Julie is a graduate of Westfield High
School.
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meeting, scheduled for Monday, July
10.

A minor subdivision application
with variances for 236 Brightwood
Avenue by applicants Kenneth and
Nancy Leonard, to create two new
lots from an existing single lot was
also postponed until the Monday,
July 10 meeting.


