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Officials Eye Return
Of ‘Fanwood’ Lamp
To Borough Streets
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Special Hovnanian Hearing Focuses
On Storm Water Management Plan

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

The continuation of an application
by Edison Developer Hovnanian,
Inc., to build 100 Townhouses off of
New Providence Road and Meadow
Avenue was heard before a special
meeting of the Scotch Plains Plan-
ning Board on Monday, June 5.

The site location, known as “The
Reserve,” was initially proposed by
Hovnanian Inc., in 1996 for 116
townhouses, but was denied by the
board after more than two years of
testimony.

The board cited inadequate emer-
gency access to the site and flood
concerns as reasons for the denial.

The current proposal brought be-
fore the board is a re-application for
the same site, but with significant
changes, which correct those previ-
ous concerns, according to Francine
Chesler, attorney for Hovnanian.

The property is currently owned
by the Donato family and sale of the
property to Hovnanian is predicated

on the applicant gaining approval
from the Planning Board and Board
of Adjustment for several variances
needed.

The Donato’s currently maintain a
house on the site.

The new application proposes 100
townhouses, including 16 low-to-
moderate-income townhouses on the
7.7-acre site that is surrounded on
three sides by the Green Brook and
its tributaries. The location is one of
four sites earmarked to satisfy the
township’s Mount Laurel low-income
housing obligations.

Objecting to the proposal, is
Weldon Materials, a raw materials
quarry-supply company located
across the street from the proposed
site on New Providence Road.

According to William Butler of
Scotch Plains, attorney for Weldon,
the quarry objects to the proposal on
the grounds that it is unsafe due to
flooding concerns and inadvisable
due to nearby quarry-blasting activ-
ity.

Mr. Butler pointed out that future
residents would have to tolerate blast-
ing activities by Weldon in nearby
quarry locations as well as heavy
industrial traffic.

Ms. Chesler, however, told The
Times that the site adequately meets
all of the Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP) and town-
ship zoning requirements and in her
opinion, Weldon does not have any
legitimate objections.

The meeting began with the con-
tinuation of testimony by Site Plan
Engineer Joseph Flemming.

Mr. Flemming testified at the last
meeting that a storm water manage-
ment plan has been designed in ac-
cordance with DEP and Scotch
Plain’s guidelines that would ad-
equately handle 125 percent of a 100
year storm projection, called a “regu-
latory flood.”

Mr. Flemming displayed color-
coded topographical maps of the site
showing flood water depths of the
site during a regulatory flood. A pro-
posed detention basin would main-
tain most of the projected storm wa-
ter run-off and the development
would actually reduce the amount of
water leaving the site, according to
Mr. Flemming.

However, during the June 5 cross-
examination by Mr. Butler, Mr.
Flemming conceded that parts of
Meadow Avenue, Union Avenue,
Scotland Avenue and Route 22 would
be inundated under water during a
regulatory flood. He also admitted
that access to and from the site may
become difficult or impossible, ex-

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

As part of a plan to recapture the
flavor of Fanwood’s Victorian era,
local officials and others hope to
welcome back to the borough an
elegant lamp motif which first de-
buted more than a century ago.

A proposed agreement between
the borough and Public Service Elec-
tric and Gas (PSE&G) would enable
Fanwood to acquire the goose-neck
lighting fixtures for several of the
municipality’s principal thorough-
fares.

Mayor Louis C. Jung said officials
are seeking an agreement either to
lease or purchase the lamps, which
he said would be exact replicas of an
1880 model used for decades at the
Fanwood train station. Two vintage
lamps are still in the borough’s pos-
session.

He called the pending lamp re-
vival “one of the most exciting
things” to occur as the borough’s
long-range revitalization plans un-
fold, adding the lighting fixtures
would lend a “unique” look to the
borough landscape.

The lamps, together with decora-
tive sidewalk pavers and concrete,
would be funded with $400,000 in
state and county grant money which
was awarded to the borough last year
for downtown improvements.

All three elements are part of a

comprehensive streetscape theme
aimed at creating a special ambiance
by linking the downtown to
Fanwood’s historic train station and
the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts
Center, another 19th-century land-
mark that was formerly known as the
Carriage House. Bids for the
streetscape work, including the
lamps, are scheduled to go out this
month.

While borough officials have set
their sights on some 40 to 60 lamps
for the downtown, the exact number
would depend on responses to the
bids, according to Clayton S. Pierce,
Coordinator for the Fanwood Down-
town Revitalization Committee
(FDRC).

Mr. Pierce, who spearheaded the
effort to acquire the lamps for
Fanwood, revealed that PSE&G has
given the borough a ballpark lease
figure of $2,000. The FDRC is coor-
dinating development of the
borough’s streetscape project.

He said the lamp design, known as
a bishop’s crook with scroll, adorned
many area train depots in the latter
part of the 19th century – among
them stations in Fanwood, Bound
Brook and Plainfield.

Manufactured by Hadco, an out-
door lighting wholesaler based in
Littlestown, Pa., the lighting fixture
will actually be called “The
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Paul J. Peyton  for The Times
TALLYING VOTES…Theresa Mondella, campaign staff member for Kean for
Congress, kept a close eye as votes came in Tuesday night. Tom Kean, Jr. was
defeated in the Primary by Mike Ferguson for the Republican nomination.

Lynn Kolibaba for The Times
SAVORING VICTORY…Former Fanwood Mayor and Democratic candidate for Congress Maryanne S. Connelly
enjoys the sweet taste of victory after receiving the nod from voters in Tuesday’s Primary over fellow Democratic
nominees Jeff Golkin, Michael Lapolla and Joel Farley.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
SHOWING DECA PRIDE…During the Memorial Day Parade last week, DECA members from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School displayed pride in their country and school.
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CHALLENGER MICHAEL LAPOLLA ASKS FOR RECOUNT OF VOTES

Connelly is Apparent Victor
In Democratic Primary Race

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN and
LYNN KOLIBABA

Specially Written for The Times

Former Fanwood Mayor Maryanne
S. Connelly emerged victorious Tues-
day in the contentious Democratic
Primary race for the Seventh District
seat being vacated by Congressman
Bob Franks.

Results showed Mrs. Connelly

besting Union County Manager
Michael J. Lapolla by less than one
percentage point.

With 100 percent of the precincts
responding, it was reported that Mrs.
Connelly earned 14,590 votes to Mr.
Lapolla’s 14,422. The Seventh Dis-
trict includes portions of Essex,
Middlesex, Somerset and Union
Counties.

Fellow Democratic contenders Jeff
Golkin, a Warren Township Com-
mitteeman, and civil rights activist
Joel Farley placed a distant third and
fourth, respectively.

Despite Mr. Lapolla’s strong show-
ing in Union County and a visibly
tight race, optimism prevailed at
Connelly for Congress headquarters
in the Colonial Square Mall in Green
Brook.

The mix of people there reflected
a broad base of support that included
senior citizens and young people, as
well as an array of ethnic and social
groups.

Supporters held firm to their hopes
for a Connelly victory despite pre-
dictions from CBS News, Comcast
Channel 8 and News 12 New Jersey
that Mr. Lapolla would be the likely
winner of the close contest.

People lingered at the Connelly
camp late into the night. One of the
candidate’s backers telephoned her
husband to say, “I’m not coming
home. It’s too close. Let the dog out
for me.”

In Mountainside, Mr. Lapolla’s
supporters gathered enthusiastically
at L’Affaire on Route 22 for an an-
ticipated victory celebration. Shortly
before 10 p.m., Press Secretary Sa-
rah Dowling expressed confidence
that, “we brought our vote out,” de-
spite the dreary Primary Day weather.

However, the party mood slowly
dimmed as word filtered through the
crowd that the former First Assistant
Prosecutor might not have done well
enough in Union County to offset
Mrs. Connelly’s strong showing in
Somerset County.

At about 11 p.m., a pensive
Alexander Mirabella, Union County
Freeholder, remarked “It’s close,”
after a visit to a back room where
election results were coming in from
various towns.

At about the same time, Westfield

Democrat Joseph A. Ascione indi-
cated there was concern in that same
back room that Mr. Lapolla had, in
fact, lost Somerset County.

Shortly after midnight, a worn-
looking Mr. Lapolla was met at
L’Affaire by applause from the de-
cent-sized, though by then some-
what deflated crowd.

Looking scornfully at the News 12
New Jersey cameraman, the candi-
date said only, “It’s too close to call.
We’ve asked to have the machines
impounded tomorrow morning....We
may be back.”

Further west on Route 22, how-

ever, Mrs. Connelly delivered her
victory speech at 12:45 a.m.

“Guess what?” she declared. “The
votes are in, and we won. Notice I
said ‘we’....There are so many people
that I want to thank, in particular
every single person who is here to-
night who was there for me when
other people turned their backs. You
were here. You fought the fight.”

“It’s time now to move forward.
We have so much to do. This is really
an important race and this is a critical
election for all of us and for every
single person in this district. We need

Ferguson Tops Kean
To Win Congressional
Republican Primary

By PAUL J. PEYTON, SUZETTE
STALKER AND BRIAN JOHNSON

Specially Written for The Times

One of the most hotly contested
Republican Congressional races
among the nation’s primaries came
to a close Tuesday night, with con-
servative Michael Ferguson of War-
ren capturing the GOP nod for the
open Seventh District.

Mr. Ferguson won a four-man com-
petition for the Congressional seat,
which incumbent Bob Franks va-
cated to run for the United States
Senate this year.

Congressman Franks garnered a
victory of his own Tuesday, narrowly
defeating State Senator Bill Gormley
to win his party’s nomination.

Mr. Ferguson, whose hometown is

located in Somerset County, earned
41 percent of the vote and a 3,400-
vote margin of victory. The Seventh
includes 34 towns stretched across
Union, Essex, Somerset and
Middlesex Counties.

Mr. Ferguson, 29, a college pro-
fessor of political science and Ameri-

can history, won decisive victories in
Somerset and Middlesex Counties
where he ran on the Republican or-
ganizational lines.

According to unofficial results with
100 percent of the districts reporting,
Mr. Ferguson garnered 10,520 tal-
lies, or 40.9 percent of the vote,
followed by Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield, the son of former Gover-
nor Thomas H. Kean and an ex-
Congressional aide, who picked up
7,125 votes, or 27.7 percent of the
vote.

Assemblyman Joel Weingarten of
Millburn (R-21st), at 5,862 votes, or
22.8 percent of the vote, took third
place, followed by Patrick Morrisey of
Westfield, a former House Commerce
Committee counsel, who garnered
2,214 tallies, or 8.6 percent of the vote.

According to unofficial results in
Somerset County, Mr. Ferguson had
a total of 4,354 votes; Mr. Kean,
1,665; Mr. Weingarten, 1,146, and
Mr. Morrisey, 559.

Unofficial results in Union County,
which do not include absentee bal-
lots that were still being counted at
presstime, show that Mr. Ferguson
received 4,229; Mr. Kean, 4,495; Mr.
Weingarten, 3,184, and Mr. Morrisey,
1,282.

In Essex County, unofficial results
show Mr. Ferguson received 222
votes; Mr. Kean, 504; Mr.
Weingarten, 943, and Mr. Morrisey,
46.
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Maryanne Connelly 14,590
Mike Lapolla 14,422
Jeffrey Golkin   2,663
Joel Farley      561

100 percent reporting
(unofficial results)

Mike Ferguson 10,520
Tom Kean, Jr.   7,125
Joel M. Weingarten   5,862
Patrick Morrisey   2,214

100 percent reporting
(unofficial results)
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cept by emergency vehicles during a
less severe flood.

Mr. Butler also questioned Mr.
Flemming about numerous environ-
mental concerns of the proposed site,
including the capacity of Sealy’s
Dam, snow removal, handicap park-
ing and access, street maintenance,
water supply, retaining walls and
emergency access lanes. Mr. Butler
attempted to show that all of these
issues were not adequately covered
in the current design plans.

Mr. Flemming’s reply to each of
these concerns was that these issues
would be worked out in the final
design plans to the township’s satis-
faction or according to state regula-
tions, after final approval or that
reports could be submitted prior to
approval if requested by the board.

Todd Horowitz, a geo-technical
engineer, testifying on behalf of the
applicant, told the board that his
field of expertise was geological
structures below the ground and how
those structures would be affected
by the quarry blasting.

Mr. Horowitz told the board that
with the use of a seismograph, he
tested the vibration intensity and deci-
bel levels of the quarry’s blasting
activity over the course of several
days in 1996.

Mr. Horowitz testified, that in his
opinion, based on the testing done, the
blasting activities would not have any
detrimental effect on the ground or
structures proposed for this site. He
also concluded that the noise levels fell
below the allowable state-recom-
mended levels for residential areas.

“The vibration intensity measured
from the quarry is five times less
powerful than the vibrations that
would compromise the structural
integrity of nearby buildings,” Mr.
Horowitz stated.

However, upon being questioned
by Mr. Butler, Mr. Horowitz admit-
ted that he did not know whether the
quarry blasts during his period of
testing were typical or less powerful
than usual. He also did not know the
location of the blasts in proximity to
the proposed site or if future blasts
were going to be stronger and closer.

“Weldon has to abide by state regu-
lations governing the intensity of their
blasting activities,” Mr. Horowitz ex-
plained. “It is unlikely that the pro-
posed development would impact
Weldon’s blasting activities any more
than the existing structures would, such
as the street and utilities on New Provi-
dence Road.”

Nancy Donato, niece to the own-
ers of the property told The Times
that she has lived on this property
and has experienced the noise and
vibrations from quarry blasts.

“We could hear the blasts and feel
the vibrations on some occasions,”
Ms. Donato said, “but the disrup-
tions were minimal. The vibrations
and noise are much louder and stron-
ger further down the mountain in
downtown Scotch Plains.”

Ms. Donato also told The Times that
she has seen some minor flooding of
the property on occasion during very
bad storms, in the neighborhood of a
few inches, but that the accumulation
of water quickly recedes and is less
severe than other parts of Scotch
Plains, further down-hill.

Because these hearings are based
on a law-suit that is an appeal of the
board’s prior denial, the court has
remanded a July 15 deadline. As Mr.
Butler has not yet begun to present
his witnesses, an extension will be
requested and the hearings will be
continued on June 21, July 5 and July
17 with testimony from Mr. Butler’s
witnesses.

Fanwood
TV-35 Schedule

Thursday, June 8, 3:00 P.M.
Fanwood Memorial Day 2000

Thursday, June 8, 8:00 P.M.
Fanwoodstock at the Library

“The Fins”
Thursday, June 8, 9:30 P.M.

Freeholder’s Forum

Saturday, June 10, 7:30 P.M..
Fanwood Memorial Day 2000

Monday, June 12, 3:00 P.M.
Fanwood Memorial Day 2000

Monday, June 12, 8:00 P.M.
Fanwood Memorial Day 2000

Wednesday, June 14, 3:00 P.M.
Fanwood Memorial Day 2000

Wednesday, June 14, 7:00 P.M.
Freeholder’s Forum

Wednesday, June 14, 8:00 P.M.
Fanwood Memorial Day 2000

Thursday, June 15, 8:00 P.M.
Live Monthly Council Meeting

Fanwood” and is expected to be fea-
tured in the next edition of the
company’s product catalogue, Mr.
Pierce explained.

The borough’s namesake lamp, he
noted, will be available to customers
on a worldwide scale. It will be
similar to the “Union Station” model
already available in the catalogue.

Constructed of aluminum alloy,
each lighting fixture will stand 15.3
feet tall and will be equipped with a
175-watt bulb and an “electric eye”
that will turn the lamp on at dusk and
off at dawn, Mr. Pierce confirmed.

The lighting fixtures are earmarked
for both sides of Martine Avenue and
for the rear area of stores along West
Martine; both sides of South Av-
enue, and possibly for LaGrande
Avenue, the FDRC Coordinator con-
firmed.

Five of the same lighting fixtures
are planned for the parking area of
the pocket park currently under de-
velopment on Watson Road opposite
the Kuran Center, according to Coun-
cilwoman Karen M. Schurtz.

Mrs. Schurtz, who chairs the
Pocket Park committee, said she was
“absolutely amazed and delighted”
by the prospective return of the train
station lamp to the borough.

The lamps for the pocket park
would be funded through a portion
of the $125,000 grant Fanwood re-
ceived in 1998 through the county’s
Project Pocket Park program. The
borough agreed to match the grant
through a combination of cash and
in-kind services, for a total of
$250,000.

In addition, NJ Transit is “strongly
considering” adopting the Victorian
streetscape theme, including “The
Fanwood” lamps, for the portion of
South Avenue that borders the train
station parking lot and for a walk-
way linking South Avenue and the
train station.

However, Transit spokesman
Michael Klufas said Monday that no
agreement had been finalized be-
tween the agency and the borough
regarding use of the streetscape
theme.

Mr. Pierce said it would cost the
borough much less to lease the lamps
than to purchase them, allowing the
municipality to obtain a greater num-
ber of units.

Under a lease agreement, PSE&G
would be responsible for mainte-
nance of and repairs to the light
fixtures. The borough would pay a

monthly fee for the electricity, Mr.
Pierce said.

Borough officials and the FDRC
are anxious to see the streetscape
project underway, since the $300,000
county portion of the grant money
expires in August, Mr. Pierce re-
ported.

Besides its inclusion in the Hadco
catalogue, Mr. Pierce said a scaled-
down version of “The Fanwood,”
appropriate for residential proper-
ties, will also be available to the
public through House of Lights, a
Green Brook business.

Mr. Pierce said he recently recom-
mended the bishop’s crook lamp to a
Westfield couple who received the
Fanwood Planning Board’s nod in
April to open a bed-and-breakfast
establishment in a 19th century Dutch
Colonial home on North Avenue. He
added their response to the proposal
was very enthusiastic.

Mr. Pierce said he has also dis-
cussed the lamp with another prop-
erty owner and that he hopes other
local residents — particularly those
who own Victorian homes in the
community — will favor the design
as well. He observed that Fanwood,
incorporated as a borough in 1895,
has a total of 160 Victorian homes.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

     TUESDAY, MAY 23
• An East Second Street barber

shop reported finding the rear door
kicked in. Police reported that noth-
ing appeared to be disturbed or taken.

• A Raritan Road resident reported
a continuing problem of dumping
debris of brush and bricks on his
property near Orchard Lane.

• A Route 22 service station re-
ported someone receiving $24 worth
of gas and speeding off without pay-
ing. The vehicle was described as a
Red Nissan Pathfinder.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 24
• A Nicholl Avenue resident re-

ported that two tires were flattened
and the windshield wipers damaged
to his truck, which was parked in his
driveway.

• A student at Union Catholic High
School reported the theft of a laptop
computer from her locker at the
school.

• Vandalism was reported to the
mailbox of an East Second Street
business.

• A Pennsylvania resident reported
that someone put sugar in his gas
tank of his 1993 Mazda while it was
parked in a lot in the 1700 block of
East Second Street.

FRIDAY, MAY 26
• A Route 22 business reported

the theft of a Siberian Husky. The
dog was allegedly taken by a cus-
tomer in the store while an employee
was in the rear storage area.

• An Oakwood Terrace resident
reported receiving threatening phone
messages.

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
KEEPING COOL IN OUR POOL…These youngsters enjoy splishing and splashing in their pool, which is also equipped
with a slide.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
SPECIAL GUEST…The Women’s Campaign of the Jewish Federation of
Central New Jersey welcomed journalist and broadcaster at WOR-RADIO in
New York City Joan Hamburg at its 12th Annual Main Event last month. Ms.
Hamburg discussed shopping, dining, entertainment, theater and travel at the
event, which was held at the Short Hills Caterers in Short Hills. Pictured, left
to right, are: Co-Chairwoman Janice Weinberg of Scotch Plains, Ms. Hamburg,
and Co-Chairwoman Jill Rome, also of Scotch Plains. Approximately 250
women attended the event.

24-Hour Access of
All the Latest News:
www.goleader.com

Scotch Plains Library
Salutes Participants

In Essay Contest
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Public Library has expressed
appreciation to all of the participants
who entered its recent Essay Con-
test.

The contest was part of a series of
special events held to celebrate the
library’s 200th anniversary this year.

The winning essay was written by
Colleen Hagerty about American
abolitionist Sojourner Truth. She re-
ceived a book of her choice, “The
Music of Dolphins,” by Karen Hesse.

Honorable Mention went to Lauren
Rosenthal, a second grader, who
wrote about French impressionist
painter Claude Monet. All contes-
tants were presented with a special
200th Anniversary Celebration pen.

In Middlesex County, unofficial re-
sults show that Mr. Ferguson received
1,738 votes; Mr. Kean, 476; Mr.
Weingarten, 599, and Mr. Morrisey, 333.

The four candidates battled for months
in their quest to win the GOP Seventh
District nomination to represent the party
on the November General Election bal-
lot.

The seat, long held by Republicans,
became open last year when Mr. Franks
opted to run for the United States Senate
seat being vacated by Frank Lautenberg,
who is retiring. The seat is considered a
tossup this fall.

Shortly after 11 p.m., Mr. Ferguson
entered the ballroom at his election night
headquarters at The Willows, a restau-
rant in Green Brook, to thunderous ap-
plause from enthusiastic supporters.

“I did take a call from the Kean cam-
paign,” Mr. Ferguson said. “Thomas
conceded; he’s a gentleman, he ran a
good campaign. I’m also appreciative to
Joel Weingarten and Pat Morrisey. They
were worthy opponents, they ran good
campaigns. But I tell you, tonight is our
night and we did it, we did it!”

The candidate, who was defeated in a
race against Democratic incumbent Con-
gressman Frank Pallone in the Sixth
District in the 1998 General Election,
noted that his great-grandparents emi-
grated to the United States from Ireland
and Italy.

Issues he will raise in the fall cam-
paign are the return of more federal dol-
lars to New Jersey’s classrooms; tougher
handgun safety measures, including trig-
ger locks; strengthening and preserving
Social Security and Medicare; election
reform, including limiting the influence
of special interests groups in Washing-
ton, and reforming the federal tax code
along with reducing the tax burden on
families.

“We need to give our government
back to the people. And as a member of
Congress, that’s what I plan on fighting
to do,” said Mr. Ferguson, a Delbarton
School graduate and former teacher in
the Bronx.

“More than 100 years ago, my great-
grandparents came to this country from
Ireland and Italy. They were seeking a
better life. They didn’t really believe that
the streets here were paved with gold;
rather they knew that the streets here
were filled with opportunity.

“That America was a place where
everyone had a chance to succeed. That
if they worked hard and made sacrifices,
they believed that America was a place
where dreams could come true,” he told
supporters.

He said his grandfather, who had oper-
ated a Manville bakery, “taught me and
our family the important values that we
continue to hold dear. Values like charac-
ter and integrity and responsibility. Val-
ues that we desperately need more of in
our government today.”

Mr. Ferguson said his grandfather
helped him realize that “the American
dream is a principle worth fighting for,
and that’s what this campaign for Con-
gress is about.”

Reflecting on his victory, Mr. Ferguson
noted that he won Union Township, Ber-
keley Heights, New Providence and
Garwood, while running a close second
in Fanwood. He also ran second in
Westfield and Scotch Plains to Mr. Kean,
with tallies of 787-494 and 512-382,
respectively.

In Union, which is in Mr. Weingarten’s
legislative district, Mr. Ferguson posted
a surprising victory of 419-395 over Mr.
Kean. Mr. Weingarten trailed with 360.

“We knew we did not have to win a lot
of these towns because we had huge
margins coming out of Middlesex and
Somerset (counties),” Mr. Ferguson rea-
soned. In Somerset County, Mr. Ferguson
had decisive wins over Mr. Kean, includ-
ing Bridgewater, 477-200; Hillsboro,
705-278, and Watchung, 330-118.

Meanwhile, at Kean Headquarters at
the Italian-American Club in Scotch
Plains, the clearly dejected candidate
greeted and thanked supporters and cam-
paign volunteers.

He said the “hotly contested” Primary
“has made our party stronger and we are
in better shape for the fall election.”

“I am proud of the campaign we waged.
I am proud that we ran a positive cam-
paign. I am proud that we ran a race that
was based on issues, not on personali-

ties, and talked about what we were for,
not what we were against,” he said.

He vowed to remain active in the Re-
publican party both locally and in New
Jersey. “I’m a Union County resident.
I’m a Union County honoree. Nothing is
going to change that. And I look forward
to building the party,” he said.

Mr. Weingarten, who set up his head-
quarters at the Holiday Inn on Route 22,
West, in Springfield, delivered his con-
cession speech before a group of sup-
porters shortly after 11 p.m.. He thanked
all for the “time, money and commit-
ment” they had invested in his campaign.

“The loss is not in whether you pro-
cure the victory; the loss is if you refuse
to fight for what you believe in,” he said,
noting that he and his supporters had
“stood shoulder to shoulder to do what is
good for this state and for the people of
this state.”

Looking ahead even in the wake of his
defeat, Mr. Weingarten remarked, “This
is an evening when we may be bowed,
but not broken, and we certainly shall be
back.”

A former Millburn Township Com-
mitteeman, Mr. Weingarten won a third
term in the state legislature last Novem-
ber.

Mr. Weingarten won Mountainside,
175-166, over Mr. Kean with Mr.
Ferguson finishing just four tallies back.
Mr. Weingarten also won in Roselle Park,
146-110, over Mr. Ferguson with Mr.
Kean just a tally back of that.

Mr. Morrisey, who lives and operated
a campaign office in Westfield, beat out
Mr. Weingarten for third place in the
town, 351-227.

“I’m very proud of our campaign and
what we accomplished. We raised some
very important issues that are not tradi-
tionally discussed in a Republican pri-
mary: health care reform, the need for a
comprehensive overhaul of the Medi-
care system and preserving Social Secu-
rity for this and future generations,” he
stated.

“We ran a campaign with honor and
integrity, and hopefully, helped reduce
some of the cynicism that lowers partici-
pation in the political process. We may
not have earned the most votes, but our
issue agenda carried the day,” Mr.
Morrisey told supporters at the Steak &
Ale in Mountainside.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Connelly Is Apparent Victor
In Democratic Primary Race

to win the House of Representatives.”
To a cheering crowd, she reiterated her

commitment to shoring up social secu-
rity, expanding the Medicare program
and enacting a patient’s bill of rights.

Mrs. Connelly also called for “com-
mon sense gun legislation” that includes
licensing, registration and mandatory trig-
ger locks to protect children.

Skip Drum, a long-standing member
of the National Organization for Women
(NOW), is Program Development Spe-
cialist for the Division of AIDS Preven-
tion and Control at the New Jersey De-
partment of Health.

She, like many others, felt strongly
that Mrs. Connelly’s impressive show-
ing in her 1998 race against Congress-
man Franks should have made her a
“shoo-in for her party’s endorsement”
this time around.

“She had a larger base (than Lapolla)
of strong supporters who would turn out
to vote, rain or shine,” stated Larry Lerner
of Lerner David Littenberg Krumholz &
Mentlik, LLP. Mr. Lerner ran an unsuc-
cessful congressional campaign in 1996
and supported Mrs. Connelly in her bid
against Mr. Franks two years ago.

With Mr. Franks’ departure from the
House, Democrats are eager to seize
what they see as an excellent opportunity
to break the Republicans’ 30-year strong-
hold on that Congressional seat.

“I researched the Democratic candi-
dates,” said Dianne Davis, a Plainfield
resident, retired teacher and vice-presi-
dent ex-officio of the Newark Teachers
Union, Local No. 481. “Maryanne was
the best choice. She is people-oriented.
As a congresswoman, she will be visible
to the people.

“Other candidates would not be, espe-

cially to us in Plainfield,” she added.
In the Tuesday, November 7 General

Election, Mrs. Connelly will square off
against Republican candidate Michael
Ferguson, a community college profes-
sor and former GOP Congressional nomi-
nee from the Sixth District.

Her supporters are looking forward to
the fight.

 Health Insurance
Coverage Information

Now Available
SCOTCH PLAINS — Edward

Evans, a volunteer counselor in the
Medicare and Health Insurance pro-
gram called SHIP (formerly
CHIME), has announced that many
changes have occurred involving
rates and coverage aspects within
health insurance companies, HMOs
and Medicare.

Individuals age 65 and over who
are covered by Medicare or people
under age 65 who are on Social
Security Disability with Medicare
and have questions on their present
or new coverage may call the Scotch
Plains Public Library at (908) 322-
5007 for an appointment

A counselor will be available ev-
ery Tuesday, from 9 a.m. to noon,
and all services are free.

Magnet High School
Teacher Awarded
Fulbright Grant

SCOTCH PLAINS – Meredith
Beam of the Union County
Magnet High School in Scotch
Plains has been awarded a
Fulbright Grant, as recently
announced by the J. William
Fulbright Foreign Scholarship
Board and the U.S. Department
of State.

Ms. Beam will spend the next
academic year in the Czech Re-
public as Ingrid Moczerniuková
of the Czech Republic will join
the Magnet High School Fac-
ulty for the year as part of the
exchange.

A Phi Beta Kappa graduate
of Colgate University and the
University of Virginia, Ms.
Beam has been with the Mag-
net High School since it opened
in 1997. She was integral in
setting the foundation for the
humanities program.


