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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Mountainside Women Prepare
‘Vials of Life’ For Neighbors

By BRIAN JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Members of
the Mountainside Women’s Club are
lending their support to an essential
emergency aid program through the
club’s sponsorship of the Vial of Life
project.

The Vial of Life is a prescription
bottle containing an individual’s vital
personal and medical information.
Kept in the refrigerator for easy ac-
cess, the vial’s contents informs emer-
gency response personnel of any spe-
cial medical needs a person may have.

It can be an important resource in
the homes of individuals living alone,
senior citizens “and anyone who
wishes to provide for care in case of
fire, sudden illness or other emergen-
cies,” according to literature provided
by the Mountainside Women’s Club.

A red decal placed on the refrig-
erator door in the home alerts emer-
gency response units to the presence
of the vial.

The Vial of Life project has been
carried out at no cost to the Women’s
Club or the community through do-
nations of help and materials.

Prescription bottles have been do-
nated by Schering-Plough in Madi-
son. The Office Depot in Springfield
donated the printed decals, and the
vial packets have been assembled by
youth of the parish of Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside.

The project marks a reintroduc-
tion of the Vial of Life project in
Mountainside, which debuted in the
borough 15 years ago but was dor-
mant for a number of years.

Mountainside Senior Citizen co-
ordinator Lisa Cassidy, who declared
the effort “a real community project,”
is responsible for filling out the medi-
cal forms for the vials.

The Springfield Police Department
recently initiated the idea for the Vial
of Life program at a Springfield
Women’s Club meeting. Ethel Baer,
who is a member of both the
Mountainside and Springfield
women’s clubs, then brought the idea
to the Mountainside group.

The Vial of Life packets are being
distributed throughout the commu-
nity and are available at the office of
the Senior Citizen Coordinator at
Mountainside Borough Hall, 1385
Route 22.

Currently, over 200 packets, in-
cluding vials and information, have
been distributed in the community
through the efforts of the Mountainside

Senior Citizens, the Mountainside
Active Retirees Club, the Foothill
Social and Service Club, Our Lady of
Lourdes Church and the Mountainside
Police Department and the Rescue
Squad. The Women’s Club has set a
distribution goal of 300 packets.

Members of the Mountainside po-
lice force have made a special effort
to distribute packets to individuals
they know who live alone and may
not be active members of borough
social activities.

Anyone interested in information
on this project for their own  commu-
nity may call the Office of the Senior
Citizen Coordinator at (908) 232-
4406, or Mrs. Baer or fellow pro-
gram Co-Chairwoman Lillian Root
at (908) 232-9093.
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VITAL ENDEAVOR…Confirmation students from Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church in Mountainside assemble Vial of Life packets, as
members of the Mountainside Women’s Club look on. Pictured, left to right,
are: front row, Jenna Spadaccini, Alex Caffrey and Marissa De Anna, and back
row, Genevieve Kaczka, Laura Macik and Club President Pat Knodel.
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Neighborhood Council
To Hold Third Annual Fair

By LYNN M. KOLIBABA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — To celebrate con-
tinuing service to the community,
the Westfield Neighborhood Coun-
cil (WNC) will hold its New Millen-
nium Street Fair and Flea Market on
Saturday, June 17.

Festivities for all ages will take
place along Cacciola Place in
Westfield from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

“We are excited about the theme
of this year’s street fair,” said Harold
Cohen, President of the Board of
Trustees for the WNC. “It is a won-
derful opportunity for this neighbor-
hood and the community at large to
celebrate the spirit of togetherness.”

Now in its third year, the WNC
street fair has become an established
part of the town’s annual summer
events.

Promising to be a fun-filled day
for all, the fair will feature an array
of entertainment on the main stage.

In the morning and early after-
noon, gospel groups from several
local churches will perform. Later in
the day, precision drill teams will
take the stage. “Praise Dance” groups,
using dance and movement to ex-
press the spirituality of worship
songs, will round out the day’s enter-
tainment.

Serving as Master of Ceremonies
will be the Reverend Kevin Clark of
Westfield’s Bethel Baptist Church.

Picnic fare such as barbecued
chicken and ribs and corn on the cob
will be prepared on site by WNC
volunteers, while a baked goods sale
will offer dessert opportunities.

This year, fair goers will also en-
joy an expanded flea market. Ven-
dors from across the state will be on
hand to sell a variety of merchandise,

ranging from clothes to crafts.
“Proceeds from the fair will help

the WNC continue to provide ser-
vices to our community and to buy
books, computer programs and other
necessary materials,” said Ezella
Johnson, Director of the WNC.

The WNC, a United Fund of
Westfield agency, is a private, non-
profit, community-based social ser-
vice organization.

Each month, more than 100 par-
ticipants, visitors and friends take
advantage of the programs and ser-
vices offered by the organization.

These include after-school care and
homework assistance, tutorial and
enrichment education, drug preven-
tion and health education, job and
career readiness, program for teens
and activities for seniors.

WNC also offers an augmented
summer program for youths, spon-
sored with the Westfield Recreation
Commission (see related story, Page
X).

While the Westfield Foundation
subsidized printing of the fair’s Sou-
venir Journal, many other local
churches, individuals, businesses and
organizations contributed by pur-
chasing advertising space.

Robert Dowens, President of The
Town Bank of Westfield, said, “The
WNC does a remarkable job meet-
ing the needs of youth and teens. I am
proud we have a Council that recog-
nizes and fills a need in the commu-
nity. Their programs are second to
none. We all benefit. Community
businesses are delighted to partici-
pate and support the WNC.”

Like most of the WNC’s operating
staff, this year’s fair committee con-
sists of volunteers from throughout
the greater Westfield community.

Most juggle full-time careers and
family responsibilities with their vol-
unteer work. Harold Sarvetnick,
Chairman of the WNC 2000 Fair
Committee and a Westfield resident,
is also President and Chairman of
Acrilex, Inc., a manufacturer, fabri-
cator and distributor of plastics in
Jersey City.

“I believe in the WNC and the
work it does. Working with the WNC
has been an opportunity for me to
share my business experience and
skills. I am also learning. We are all
learning and growing together,” he
remarked.

A rain date for the New Millen-
nium Street Fair and Flea Market is
set for Saturday, June 24.

For further information about the
WNC, please call Ms. Johnson at the
WNC at (908) 233-2772.

PRETTY QUILT…Members of the Westfield High School Girls’ Lacrosse
Team display one of two quilts to be raffled at the team’s end-of-season dessert
on Thursday, June 8. The quilts were hand-made by Sue Salmond, parent of
senior team member Kristin. The quilts are on display at Juxtapose Gallery, 58
Elm Street, and the Rorden Realty storefront, 44 Elm Street. Raffle tickets cost
$5 and may be purchased from team members, as well as from Juxtapose
Gallery or Athletic Balance at 241 South Avenue in Westfield. The lacrosse team
is parent- and community-funded.

Car Show and Craft Fair Set
For Sunday in Towne Centre
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Business and Professional
Association (SPBPA) will hold its
sixth annual Classic Car Show Plus
Craft Fair and Street Fair this Sun-
day, June 11, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
the Scotch Plains Towne Centre.

The event benefits the SPBPA Schol-
arship Fund and the organization’s other
community projects.

The car show will be held in the
parking lots behind the stores on
Park Avenue; the Craft Fair will take
place on the Village Green and a
Quilt Show and Street Fair will be
held on Park Avenue, among other
activities.

There will be a disk jockey, prizes,
raffles, food, sidewalk sales, rides,
games and more. Among the activi-
ties will be the Town Celebrity Dunk
Tank, in which Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks, other township offi-
cials and Horace Corbin, Publisher

of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
will take a turn.

Any other local “celebrities” in-
terested in participating may call
Steve Goldberg at (908) 322-5733 to
arrange a time in the tank.

Anyone interested in registering a
classic car in the show may call Steve
Hoeckele of BeCu Manufacturing at
(908) 233-3344 or pick up a registra-
tion form at Nuts n’ Plenty, located at
407 Park Avenue. The registration
fee is $10, or individuals may regis-
ter the day of the show.

Individuals interested in informa-
tion on the Craft Fair may call Lisa
Mohn at Apple Blossom Flower Shop
at (908) 322-4999. A 10-foot by 10-
foot space at the Craft Fair costs $40.
Information is also available at
www.visitscotchplains.com on the
Internet.

In the event of rain, the festivities
will be held on Sunday, June 25.
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Westfield Boston Market
Shut As Part of  Restructuring

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — As part of the
structuring of debt in its Chapter 11
bankruptcy filing last year, 100 Bos-
ton Market retail units have been
shut nationwide, including the
Westfield store located in a North
Avenue strip mall.

In connection with the bankruptcy
approval, Boston Market closed what
it described as under-performing res-
taurants and those units with unfa-
vorable lease terms.

The sale of the remaining 750
Boston Market units by Golden Res-
taurant Operations, Inc., a
McDonald’s Corporation subsidiary
McDonald’s Corporation, was com-
pleted on May 26.

Prior to the closings, all but 100 of
the 850 stores nationwide were owned
by the company, including the
Westfield store, according to Monica
Bradec, a Boston Market, Inc. spokes-
woman.

At the height of its success in July
1997, Boston Chicken operated 1,208
stores in 38 states and Washington,
D.C.

The company’s first store opened
in Newton, Mass. in December 1985.
The stores were changed to Boston
Market in February 1995. The first
New Jersey Boston Chicken opened

in Livingston in the early 1990s.
In its voluntary Chapter 11 filing

in October 1998, the company closed
178 of its 1,143 stores.

There are now 55 Boston Markets
in New Jersey including Route 22
East and Chestnut Street in Union
Township.

Boston Market, originally known
for its rotisserie chicken, had ex-
panded over the years to include
entrees such as turkey, meatloaf and
baked ham along with fresh veg-
etables, salads and side dishes and
sandwiches.


