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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotarians Help Give
Critically Ill Youngsters the ‘Gift of Life’
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From the “A” Team

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — On
Mother’s Day, Dylan, a 10-month-
old baby from Panama, flew to the
United States with his mother, Lissy,
for desperately-needed surgery on
his heart at Montefiore Hospital in
The Bronx.

Dylan is being sponsored by the
Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains through the Gift of Life pro-
gram. He is the club’s first Gift of
Life child.

He is one of more than 1,000
children from around the world who
have participated in the Gift of Life
program which was established by
the Rotary International Founda-
tion. Without the surgery, these chil-
dren could die within one to 18
months.

The doctors and nurses respon-
sible for their care volunteer their
time and talents, while the hospitals
associated with the program gener-
ously donate their services. One sur-
gery alone carries a price tag of
$80,000 to $190,000.

“It is not unusual for a child to
require two to three rounds of sur-
gery,” said Elias “Eli” Ezra, Chair-
man of the Gift of Life Foundation,
of which the Rotary district that
includes the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
club is a member.

Little Dylan and his mother are
being hosted by Rotarian Ray Jako
and his wife, Sue, for the duration of
their stay in this country. A stay
generally lasts for six to eight weeks,
depending upon a child’s recovery

period.
The Jakos now know firsthand

how profoundly the Gift of Life
program can change lives — not
only for the children and their fami-
lies, but for the hosts themselves.

“It was the best Mother’s Day I ever
had,” said Mrs. Jako. Within hours,
she and her husband had fallen in love
with the young mother and her baby
son, whom they now consider part of

said Mr. Ezra. “There are darn good
people in this community.”

After that meeting, Mr. Chemidlin
and Rotarian and Scotch Plains
Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel set
the wheels in motion for the club to
receive its first child.

“These guys are in for a great
time,” said Mr. Ezra.

“It’s the best experience of your
life. This child becomes your child.

the fourth operation.
Mr. Ezra’s first response was

“Never again.” His wife, however,
countered with, “Not only will we
do it again, but we’ll do one soon.”

The Gift of Life is the only chance
these children have. Dylan’s mom
was told by the doctors in Panama
that, if her son did not have the
surgery he needed by the time he
was one year old, he would not live
much longer than that. Lissy ap-
plied for the Gift of Life about five
months ago.

The thanks of the parents and
families know no bounds. One of
Mr. Ezra’s favorite stories is about
the little town set deep in Russia
that is waiting to give the Rotarians
a parade as its thank-you for saving
the life of one of its little boys.

During his four-month stay in the
United States, that child’s father
expressed his thanks by building a
fence around his host family’s prop-
erty, which spanned about a half
mile.

Mothers have been known to kneel
at the feet of the Rotarians in thanks
during the last few minutes at the
airport before their flight home.
“They just don’t know what to say,”
said Mr. Ezra.

He listed the three ingredients nec-
essary to make the program work:
$6,000, “and that’s the easy part,” a
host family, a husband and wife with
an extra bedroom who are prepared
to lose their privacy and struggle
with a different language for weeks
or months, and drivers. Drivers?

Approximately 10 to 15 drivers
must be available in shifts of two to
transport the parent and child as
necessary back and forth to the hos-
pital or doctor’s offices.

“It seems like a major sacrifice
the first time,” Mr. Ezra said, then
you realize you should be doing
more of this.”

Dylan is presently recovering from
his May 17 surgery at the Jakos
home under the watchful eyes of his
mom and American grandparents
Ray and Sue.

A CHANCE FOR LIFE…Ten-month-old Dylan and his mom, Lissy, are
pictured at Ray and Sue Jako’s Somerset home two days before Dylan’s heart
surgery at Montefiore Hospital in New York. Mr. Jako is a member of the
Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains, which sponsored the child.

their family. In fact, Lissy calls Mr.
Jako “my American dad.”

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains club’s
commitment to the Gift of Life pro-
gram was born at a quarterly lun-
cheon in January, where Mr. Ezra
was the guest speaker.

In a briefing before that lunch,
said Mr. Ezra, Club President Andy
Calamaras indicated the club was
not in a position “financially or
physically” to get involved with the
Gift of Life. As sponsors, individual
Rotaries are asked to put up a one-
time fee of $6,000 for their host
child.

“Then why invite me to speak?”
asked Mr. Ezra. Because, Mr.
Calamaras believed, in six to nine
months, the club would be ready to
take on a new program.

As Mr. Ezra remembers, 20 min-
utes into his speech, Rotarian Fred
Chemidlin of Family Investors Com-
pany in Fanwood stood up to pledge
$3,000. He was quickly followed by
two pledges for $1,000, then one for
$500. Another $500 was found in
the budget. They raised $6,000 in a
matter of minutes.

“These are people who under-
stand what it means to help others,”

They become like family.”
One of the children hosted by Mr.

Ezra and his family still refers to
him as “Abuelo,” which is Spanish
for Grandpa.

Given the serious nature of the
children’s illnesses, however, there
are not always happy endings. The
district Rotary has lost two of the 40
children it has sponsored over the
past seven years.

“It was a devastating experience,”
said Mr. Ezra, who hosted one of the
children who died. “It could darn
near break you.” The child had sur-
vived four surgeries over a six-week
period, but died suddenly following

Mayor Jardim to Begin Walks
In Westfield Next Sunday

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD - For the fourth con-
secutive year, Westfield Mayor Tho-
mas C. Jardim is holding a series of
neighborhood walks throughout the
municipality to hear concerns and
comments from town residents.

The first neighborhood walk will
be held on Sunday, June 18, begin-
ning at 6 p.m. in the area of Cacciola
Place and Stirling Place.

Mayor Jardim, who started the
annual walks when he became Mayor
four years ago, said “I’ve always
been pleased and a little surprised
about how many people come out
and voice their concerns.”

In addition to the Mayor this year,
other Town Council representatives
will also be joining in the walks
throughout the town. Various coun-
cil members will join the walks, de-
pending on their availability.

This year, the Mayor and Town
Council will conduct walks in 12
separate locations throughout
Westfield. Mayor Jardim previously
scheduled 16 neighborhood walk
locations, but cut back when the

walks began to come too close to the
mayoral and Town Council fall elec-
tions.

Besides Cacciola and Stirling, the
Mayor has scheduled the following
walks, all beginning at 6 p.m. There
are three locations in each of the four
wards where the walks will originate:

Sunday, July 1, St. Marks Av-
enue and Benson Place.

Sunday, July 9, North Chestnut
Street and Jefferson Avenue.

Sunday, July 16, Birch and East
Dudley Avenues.

Sunday, July 23, Orenda Circle
and Barchester Way.

Sunday, August 6, Embree Cres-
cent and Forest Avenue.

Sunday, August 13, Hort Street
and Scotch Plains Avenue.

Sunday, August 20, Knollwood
Terrace and Willow Grove Road.

Sunday, August 27, Summit
Court and Tice Place.

Sunday, September 10, Virginia
Street and Wyoming Street.

Sunday, September 17, Elizabeth
Avenue and Boynton Avenue.

Sunday, September 24, Boule-
vard and Tudor Oval.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS

(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC
MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

SPECIAL MEETINGS

TYPE OF MEETING: Bond Referendum
Meetings.
DATE OF MEETING:

June 14, 2000 (Administration Building)
July 11, 2000 (Administration Building)
September 21, 2000 (Administration

Building)
October 19, 2000 (Park Middle School)
November 14, 2000 (Terrill Middle

School)
LOCATION:
Meetings of June 14, July 11 and Septem-
ber 21, 2000 will be held at:

Administration Office
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

October 19, 2000 meeting will be held at:
Park Middle School
Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

November 14, 2000 meeting will be held at:
Terrill Middle School
Terrill Road
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME: 8:00 p.m.
PURPOSE OF MEETING:

June 14 – Public Forum for input on
scope of bond referendum.

July 11 – Review architects plans/speci-
fications.

September 21 – Discussion on final
scope of work and review architects plans.

October 19 – Public Information Forum.
November 14 – Public Information Fo-

rum.
ACTION TO BE TAKEN:  Action may be
taken.
DATE OF NOTIFICATION: June 6, 2000
1 T – 6/8/00, The Times Fee: $41.82

Miller-Cory Program to Recall
Reverend and Mrs. Caldwell

WESTFIELD — The Reverend
John A. Mills of the First Congrega-
tional Church in Closter will present
a program on religion during the

American Revolution this Sunday,
June 11, between 2 and 5 p.m. at the
Miller-Cory House Museum, located
at 614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield.

Reverend Mills’ program will fo-
cus on the Reverend James Caldwell,
a Presbyterian minister and patriot
from Union County, whose activities
led to an English bounty on his head.
He was assassinated by an English
sympathizer.

Hannah Caldwell, his wife, was
killed by a Hessian soldier while
trying to save her husband. She is
featured on the Union County Seal.

The assassin of Reverend Caldwell
was apprehended, tried by trial and
executed at a location now known as
Gallows Hill Road in Westfield.

Costumed docents will guide visi-
tors through the 1740 farmhouse and
members of the cooking committee
will prepare seasonal foods over the
open hearth, using authentic cook-
ing techniques and recipes. Taste
treats prepared by Miller-Cory cooks
will be available for visitors to
sample.

Admission is $2 for adults, 50
cents for students and free for chil-
dren under six years of age.

The Colonial gift shop offers a
variety of educational materials, re-
productions and handicrafts, includ-
ing cookbooks and recipes.

The museum will close for the
summer after Sunday, June 11, and
will reopen on Sunday, September
10.

The museum office will be open
Tuesday and Thursday mornings
during the summer from 9 a.m. to
noon. For more information, please
call (908) 232-1776.

Business Association
Announces Return
Of Farmers Market
SCOTCH PLAINS – Local resi-

dents will once again be able to
buy fresh New Jersey Produce at
the Scotch Plains Farmers Market
starting this Saturday, June 10.

The market is held in the Mu-
nicipal Parking Lot on Park Av-
enue and runs from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. every Saturday through mid-
November.

It is organized each year by the
Scotch Plains Business and Pro-
fessional Association (SPBPA).

SPBPA President Ray Pardon
indicated that the first few weeks
there may only be one or two
farmers attending due to crop
availability, but he hopes to have
four farmers participating again
this year when the market gets in
full swing in July.

While in town for the Farmers
Market, Mr. Pardon has encour-
aged area residents to visit local
businesses in the Towne Center.

La Leche League Sets
Summer Meetings

CRANFORD — La Leche League
of Westfield, a breastfeeding infor-
mation and support group, will meet
on the third Thursday of each month
this summer.

Meetings will take place on June
15, July 20 and August 17 at 10:15
a.m. at the Cranford United Method-
ist Church, 201 East Lincoln Avenue
in Cranford.

For more information, please call
(908) 301-1339, (908) 789-4772 or
(908) 233-7164.


