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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

6th Annual
Classic Car Show
Craft Fair & STreet Fair

Special thanks to the following organizations for their generous donations:
Investors Savings • The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Espos’s Tree & Crane Service • Hung’s Shanghai Restaurant
Sovereign Bank • Valley National Bank

Fun For The Whole Family

Scotch Plains Town Centre
Sunday�June 11th

8am to 4pm
Rain Date – June 25th

Rides � Refreshments � Games � Prizes

Organized by the
Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association

Proceeds Benefit the SPBPA Scholarship Fund & Other Community Projects
www.visitscotchplains.com

Town Celebrity

DUNK TA
NK

Featuring  M
ayor Marks

 Councilw
omen Sa

muel &

Councilm
an Rossi

and more!

Pony Rides � Sidewalk Sales
Food � DJ � 50/50 Raffle

Quilt SHow � Face Painting
Much, Much More!

Classic & Antique Cars

FREE OFFER*

30-Day Money Back Guarantee
Call Now!

908-654-4100
*For new subscribers only. Mention “Code DW.”

Offer is subject to change and/or withdrawal without notice. Some restrictions apply.

speed@westfieldnj.com 908-654-4100 (24 hrs)
http://westfieldnj.com

• No More Dialing • Internet Using TV Cable
• No More Busy Signals • Instantaneous Connection
• No More Phone Lines • 7 E-Mail Addresses

Remarkable Collection
of

380 Springfield Avenue • Summit • 908 273-2320
www.lambiance.net

Antique Silver

 Tom Kean, Jr. Files Legal Complaint Against
CRG With Federal Election Commission

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Although the
Republican Congressional primary has
been held in the Seventh District, it
might be more than a year before charges
of legal impropriety against an outside
political organization are determined.

As The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood went
to press last week, Tom Kean, Jr. an-
nounced he had filed a complaint
against the Virginia-based Council for
Responsible Government with the Fed-
eral Election Commission.

Assemblyman Joel Weingarten, an-
other GOP primary candidate, has hired
legal counsel in an effort to determine
who is financially backing the organi-
zation.

His campaign officials have alleged
that Republican Michael Ferguson,
who won Tuesday night in a closely
contested race with Tom Kean Jr., son
of the former Governor, to run for the
Seventh Congressional seat in the fall,
was behind CRG.

Weingarten campaign officials
claimed CRG and National Right-to-
Life are represented by the same legal
counsel. They said Maureen Ferguson,
the candidate’s wife, had been a lobby-
ist with the Right to Life. No direct link
between the Ferguson campaign and
CRG has been made.

Mr. Kean’s complaint asks the FEC
to investigate the matter and take ac-
tion “to ensure CRG and other candi-
dates with whom it has been coordinat-
ing are brought into full compliance
with the federal election laws.”

Better known as CRG, the group is
defined as a 527 in the Internal Rev-
enue Service code for political organi-
zations. The FEC has referred to CRG
as an issue advocacy group, which is
not subject to disclosures since it does
not specifically tell voters who to sup-
port or not support in an election.

Trevor Potter, former FEC Chair-
man and a Washington-based attorney
representing the Kean Campaign, said
527 “is not a magic wand. It is simply
a section of the tax code that political
organizations file their tax returns un-
der.”

Mr. Potter was also General Counsel
to Senator John McCain’s Presidential
campaign. Campaign finance reform
has been the Senator’s main issues.
Last week, he referred to CRG as “the
latest poster child in the battle for real
and meaningful campaign finance re-
form.”

Prior to 1996, he said, the IRS only
recognized party and candidate com-
mittees. In 1996, the IRS said groups
did not have to register as such to file
527 tax returns, “so long as your princi-
pal purpose was engaging in political

activity.” He said this rule, however,
only applies to whether the groups have
to pay taxes. Mr. Potter said filing with
the FEC “is a totally separate question.”

He said the complaint argues that
CRG literature can only be interpreted
“as saying that Tom Kean should not be
elected to Congress.”

The 10-page complaint, sent to FEC
General Counsel Lawrence Noble, cited
the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971. The legal brief, prepared by Mr.
Kean’s attorney, Anthony S. Cicatirello,
states that the Act “requires that any
communication advocating the elec-
tion or defeat of a clearly identified
candidate contain a disclaimer stating
whether the communication was au-
thorized by any candidate.”

The complaint also cites that federal
election laws require public disclosure
of any independent expenditure of $250
or over which support or oppose a
candidate running for federal office.
The legal papers charge that federal
laws require that groups must disclose
contributors and expenditures if their
principle purpose is to in influence
federal elections.

The complaint asks the FEC to in-
vestigate CRG and, if warranted, seek
an injunction against them “to prevent
this group from continuing to violate
the federal election laws in this and
other elections.”

Mr. Kean’s complaint addresses lit-
erature mailed by CRG which, the com-
plaint cites, had no real message or
issue other than to criticize Mr. Kean
on his change of residency to Westfield
from Massachusetts.

Mr. Glenn said CRG’s issues are
legislature voting record of a candi-
date, government issued debt and taxes.
As a fiscal conservatism group, CRG
opposes tax increases, floating addi-
tional bonded debt and is pro-life on
the abortion issue.

He said CRG was formed “to influ-
ence elections in the Primary season.”
He declined to reveal other races the
group is involved other than to say they
have targeted open Congressional seats
where primaries are being held in June
and August.

While Mr. Kean did not object to
“honest opposition,” he said he objects
to CRG “spending large sums of secret
money to campaign against him with-
out any of the disclosures required by
federal law and without following the
rules of federal finance law applicable
to everyone else.”

When reached for comment last
week, Gary Glenn, Executive Director
of CRG, commented that the group is

not in the “express advocacy” arena
since it does not use language in its
literature that advocates the victory or
defeat of candidates.

Contrary to that opinion, Mr. Kean’s
argument is that CRG does not discuss
issues other than to tell voters they
should elect candidates with New Jer-
sey experience. The Kean for Congress
Campaign labeled this type of litera-
ture as “express advocacy” and, as
such, said CRG should be required to
file with FEC and disclose its donors.

Also, CRG would be forbidden to
accept contributions in excess of $5,000
per year from any one corporation. Mr.
Potter said these groups would also be
forbidden from accepting labor money.

Commenting on the complaint, Mr.
Glenn said he is, “unmoved by politi-
cians who don’t want to be held ac-

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
GRACIOUS IN DEFEAT...Tom Kean Jr. stands with his wife, Rhonda, and
their year-old daughter, Elizabeth, in conceeding defeat to Michael Ferguson.

countable to the facts.
“We are operating within the law

and within our first Amendment rights,”
he said, noting as a 527 by law, CRG is
allowed to discuss issues and portray
candidates how they wish in literature.

Mr. Glenn, 41, resides in Midland,
Mich. Other officials include William
Wilson of Fairfax, Va., and William
Hillman of Philadelphia.

“No one is saying that they (CRG)
don’t have a Constitutional right to en-
gage in political activity. The question
is, should they be playing by the same
rules as everybody else is and should
you have a right to know who their
donors are,” concluded Mr. Potter.

Mr. Kean said while not trying to
limit free speech by CRG, the com-
plaint seeks to make the group ac-
countable to current regulations.

Local HS Student Receives
Rosenstiehl Scholarship

By BRIAN JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE –Edward
Barrett of Mountainside, a Governor
Livingston High School senior plan-
ning to attend Fairleigh Dickinson
University in the fall, was awarded
the Rosenstiehl Scholarship May 30
by the Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation.

The award, which was presented
during the school board meeting in
the library of Deerfield School in
Mountainside, is given to deserving
high school seniors who were edu-
cated through the Mountainside
school district.

The award is $1,000 a year for four
years, for a total of $4,000.

The scholarship, which was
granted for the eighth consecutive
year, is from the estate of the late
Fred Rosenstiehl. Mr. Rosenstiehl
was a 40-year Mountainside resident
and active member of the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield.

Also on the evening’s agenda was
the issue of the Deerfield Grammar
School food service.

Members of the board approved
Dowling Food Service Management
Inc. of Stanhope as the school’s new
food service provider for the 2000-
2001 school year, at a fee of $6,900.

The kindergarten through eighth
grade school’s cafeteria is presently
run by one parent from the commu-
nity.

Concerns arose from parents re-
garding the availablity of the cafete-
ria for fund-raising events once
Dowling begins its operation there,
but the parents were assured by board

members that the cafeteria still would
be available.

The board is confident about the
new company and noted substantial
time was given to look at many firms.
Members were also quick to point out
that Dowling specializes in the types
of food services that had been sought
by the board, as compared with some
other candidate companies.

The board stated its commitment
to providing students with a good
variety of healthy food and said that
possibly $1,000 of the school’s bud-
get would be put towards the pur-
chase of new kitchen equipment.

During the meeting, questions also
arose regarding the position of a
teacher’s assistant in classrooms.

According to state law, a teacher’s
assistant is required in a classroom
with 25 or more students.

The board revealed there are 87
kindergarten students presently reg-
istered to attend Deerfield School in
the fall. Parents attending the meet-
ing said they would like to see help
for the teachers in each of the four
kindergarten classrooms.

The board also approved funds to
erect shelving in the All Purpose
Room to provide privacy for stu-
dents studying; a contract to provide
seat belts on the school buses and a
delayed school opening on Friday,
June 9 of 10 a.m.

The delayed opening is to provide
an opportunity for teachers to hear a
presentation by Jack Berckemeyer,
Executive Director of the National
Association for Middle Schools, from
8 to 10 a.m. that day.

GARDENING GLORY…The Master Gardener “Class of 2000” recently trans-
formed an overgrown area outside the Trailside Museum in Mountainside into
an attractive, deer-resistant landscape garden. The project is among the
requirements for certification in the nine-month Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion Master Gardener Program. Pictured, left to right, are: back row, Devorah
Wolf, Kitty Gioia, Cathy Knights and Beth Hanscom, and front row, Kumiko
Spitz, Grace Salomon, Marty Zervas and Jenelyn Cooling.


