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Arts & Entertainment
Before the Latin Explosion, Legendary

Tito Puente Set the Real Precedent
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW YORK CITY – It’s irrefut-
able. There would be no “Latin
Explosion” and no “Oye Como
Va” without four time Grammy
Award winning Latin jazz percus-
sionist and bandleader Tito
Puente who died last Wednes-
day of complications after a 12-
hour open heart surgery proce-
dure.

Puente paved the way for fel-
low Grammy winner Carlos
Santana, Jennifer Lopez, Gloria
Estefan, Jon Secada, Ricky Mar-
tin, Christina Aguilera, Marc An-
thony and Enrique Igleisias.

Born Ernest Anthony Puente,
Jr. in New York City to Puerto
Rican immigrants in 1923, Puente
was always the first to set a pre-
cedent. The first percussionist to
play the timbales while standing,
no other musician could play
them sitting down.

The rhythm that blazed from
Puente’s percussions was also
evident in the way he kept that
Latin vibe alive by dancing while
he played. Perhaps his love and
flair for dancing came when he
accompanied his sister, Anna, in
a song and dance team they
formed.

Carlos Santana, who recorded
“Oye Como Va” after Puente re-
leased it between 1963 and 1964,
was a fond admirer of Puente.
Although “Oye Como Va” is more
often associated with Santana.

“Everytime he plays ‘Oye Como
Va,’ I get a nice royalty check,”
Puente once quipped.

Survived by his wife, Margie,
two sons and a daughter, Puente
has a star in the Hollywood Walk
of Fame. He has also been named
as the Latino Ambassador of
Good Will.

Puente, who also established
the music later known to many
as the hot and steamy salsa,
was the first Latino artist to
appear on NBC’s “Bill Cosby

On The Beat

Fanwood Poetry Series
To Include Cranford Poets

FANWOOD — Adele Kenny, Di-
rector of the Carriage House Poetry
Reading Series, announced that the
next reading in the series will be held
at 8 p.m. on Thursday, June 15, in the
Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts Cen-
ter on Watson Road in Fanwood. The
featured poets will be Deborah
LaVeglia and Joe Weil, both of
Cranford.

Ms. LaVeglia has been widely pub-
lished in many poetry journals. She is
co-director of the Poetswednesday
Poetry Series at the Barron Arts Cen-
ter in Woodbridge, and she is a
popular performer and workshop
leader throughout the state.

Currently poetry editor of Black
Swan Review, Ms. LaVeglia was the
first prize winner in Fanwood’s 1999
Fanny Wood Day Poetry Competi-
tion.

Mr. Weil is the author of several
books and the publisher of Black
Swan Review. His poetry and re-
views have appeared in numerous

publications, including the Journal
of New Jersey Poets. He has received
various awards and honors for his
writing. He is currently a Dodge
Foundation Poet and has served as
Poet-in-Residence at Union County
College in Cranford.

Together, Ms. LaVeglia and Mr.
Weil established the Can of Corn
Poetry Readings during the early
1990s to benefit local charitable food
pantries. They continue to promote
“poetry with a social conscience” and
regularly team-up as workshop lead-
ers and presenters.

The June 15 reading is part of
Fanwood’s comprehensive cultural
arts program and is funded in part by
a HEART Grant from the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers.

An open reading will follow the
featured poets. Admission is free and
all are invited to attend. For more
information, please call Adele Kenny
at (908) 889-7223.

C.A.M.E. to Hold
Annual Concert
WESTFIELD — The Chi-

nese American Music En-
semble (C.A.M.E.), will hold
its 6th Annual Concert at
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield on Saturday, June
10, at 7:30 p.m.

The Youth, Teen, and
Adult Choruses will perform
a variety of songs featuring
contemporary Chinese mu-
sic, folk songs of mainland
China and Taiwan, Ameri-
can spiritual and Broadway
musicals including two se-
lections from Westside Story.

Besides conducting, the
Youth Chorus conductor
Sandi Wagner will perform a
Flute Solo, Adult Chorus con-
ductor Shuan Guo will per-
form a Piano Solo, while the
former Adult Chorus con-
ductor Li-Chan Chen will per-
form a Soprano Solo.

In addition, Chin-Wen
Chao, conductor of the Chi-
nese American Folk Dance
Ensemble, will provide and
direct choreography to sev-
eral songs to be presented.

Beginning in 1997, fund-
ing has been made possible
in part by the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts,
Department of State, through
a grant administered by the
Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs,
and through a HEART Grant
from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers.

Ticket are $6 per person in
advance or $8 at the door.
For ticket information, please
contact Dori Lo at (908) 903-
2996 or e-mai l
dorilo@hotmail.com, or call
Christine Hobble at (201)
460-4660.

Please send all
Press Releases to:

michelle@goleader.com!

Show.” His resume also included
a spot in a commercial for Coca
Cola, Radio Days and Armed
and Dangerous with the late
John Candy.

As the Latino community gath-
ers this Sunday, June 11, in New
York City for the Puerto Rican
Day Parade, Puente’s may be
sorely missed and mourned, but
his legacy will be honored.

Kristin Joham Designated
Yamaha National Winner

Kristin Joham

MOUNTAINSIDE — Kristin L.
Joham of Mountainside, a junior at
Governor Livingston High School,
has been designated as a Yamaha
Young Performing Artist National
Winner. Hundreds of applicants,
ages 16-21 from across the coun-
try competed for eight awards.
The winners were chosen by a
panel of national celebrity musi-
cians.

Kristin will join a total of over
100 other winners since the
program’s inception in 1989. Many
winners have received scholar-
ships to universities and conser-
vatories or are playing profession-
ally with jazz groups and sym-
phony orchestras.

On Saturday, June 17, Ms. Joham

Jazz Night
Organized
By Summer
Workshop

WESTFIELD — New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) will open the sum-
mer season with the debut
of “NJWA Jazz Night” spon-
sored by the Westfield Rec-
reation Commission. This
event will take place on
Thursday, June 15, from 8
to 9:30 p.m. at Mindowaskin
Park in Westfield. All are
invited to attend the event
which will feature three jazz
bands.

Staff members of NJWA’s
Music Studio will direct the
featured bands. The night
will open with Daniel Jor-
dan directing The Dan Jor-
dan Trio followed by Chris
Fiore leading a jazz trio.
The evening’s final perfor-
mance will be a rock-n-roll
band led by Wayne Smith.

The Music Studio is a di-
vision of NJWA. For more
information on NJWA Jazz
Night, please call (908) 789-
9696 or visit 150-152 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

will travel to the University of
Illinois as a Yamaha Young Per-
forming Artist National Winner
where she will take part in master
classes, seminars and perfor-
mances. On Monday, June 19, as
part of the National Awards Con-
cert, Kristin will present a solo
performance of Mozart’s “Horn
Concerto No. 2.”

Kristin presently attends the
Juilliard School Pre-College Divi-
sion in New York and is a private
student of Michelle Baker of the
Metropolitan Opera Orchestra. At
the Juilliard School, she also takes
part in orchestra, chamber music
groups, conducting, theory and
solfege instruction and private pi-
ano. She studies voice privately.

Library�s June Movies
To Include The Sixth Sense

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library’s Friday Film Festival
will continue in June with three offer-
ings. The series is free and all films
begin at 7:30 p.m. in the air-condi-
tioned Fanwood Room in the library.

On June 9, The Sixth Sense will be
viewed. Starring Bruce Willis and Haley
Joel Osment, the movie is rated PG-13
and lasts 106 minutes.

The Secret of Roan Inish will be
presented on June 16. Directed by
John Sayles, the film is described as a
“poetic story that belongs in Ireland
and makes you want to go and capture

a bit of the magic it spins.” The movie
is rated PG and lasts 104 minutes.

The final film for June will be Being John
Malkovich on June 30. A comedy/fantasy
directed by Spike Jonze, this film stars John
Cusack, Cameron Diaz and Catherine
Keener, as well as Orsen Bean, Charlie
Sheen, Mary Kay Place and John Malkovich.
The film is rated R, lasting 112 minutes.

All films are viewed on a large
screen television. Snacks are available.
The series is co-sponsored by the
Friends of the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary. For more information, please
call the library at (908) 322-6400.

On the Beat Takes to the Streets
And Analyzes Piles of DVD Releases

By ANDY GOLDENBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I had an opportunity to drive around
town this weekend, enjoying the beau-
tiful weather and stopping by some
garage sales to pick up some used
records. The score of the weekend
was a Sara Vaughn Collection in mint
condition!

I was over-
whelmed by the kind
words from our read-
ers regarding this col-
umn and the news-
paper in general.
Also, if any readers
have record collec-
tions, electric guitars
or guitar amplifiers of
which you wish to
disburse, please con-
tact me
andy2gold@home.com.
I will gladly give them a good home.

A slew of great new DVD releases
swarmed my mailbox the last two
weeks. Beginning with comedy, A&E
forwarded me their Monty Python’s
Flying Circus T.V. episodes. Quite sim-
ply the greatest comedy team in his-
tory in my humble and unbiased opin-
ion, A&E have done a tremendous job
with the digital transfers.

The “Dead Parrot” sketch never looked
better, the “Lumberjack Song” never
sounded cleaner! If you do not pick up
these episodes I will be forced to send
the “Spanish Inquisition” after you, (which
I bet none of you expected) Nudge
Nudge, Wink Wink. Treat yourselves to
something completely different.

New from MGM this month are
some more re-mastered, special-edi-
tion James Bond titles including Dr. No
with Sean Connery, along with The
Man With The Golden Gun and The
Spy Who Loved Me with Roger Moore.
Each DVD comes complete with extra
features such as radio and television
spots as well as informative documen-
taries about each film with interviews
and commentary by former writers,
producers and actors.

MGM is to be congratulated for its
lavish treatment on this special series.
Other films released on DVD from
MGM include the classic Thunder Road,
with Robert Mitchum as well as Breath-
less, with Richard Gere, the hilarious
“Mr. Mom” with Michael Keaton and
Teri Garr, and the thriller No Way Out
with Kevin Costner, Gene Hackman
and Sean Young.

Paramount Home Video sent Bring-
ing Out the Dead, a very interesting
DVD starring Nicolas Cage and di-
rected by Martin Scorsese. Cage plays
a burned-out paramedic on the edge
in New York in this horror–drama-
comedy. Featuring stellar performances
by Cage, John Goodman and Ving
Rhames, this disturbing yet amusing
film really deserves more credit than it
initially received in theaters.

Artisan Home Entertainment contin-
ues to send interesting films and
Felicia’s Journey is no exception. This
frightening thriller features the talented
Bob Hoskins and was directed by
Atom Egoyan, who did the powerful
(The Sweet Hereafter). Do not watch
this film alone!

HBO Home Video brings the ani-
mated Pippi Longstocking film, Pippi’s
Adventures on the South Seas and RKO
281, a well-done drama about the
making of Citizen Kane starring Liev
Schrieber as Orson Welles, Melanie
Griffith, Roy Scheider and John
Malkovich.

Columbia Tri-Star brings us the highly
entertaining American Movie, which
won the Grand Jury prize at the
Sundance Film Festival. Combining
the elements of Roger & Me and Wait-
ing For Guffman, director and co-
writer Chris Smith take us on a journey
of one man with a simple vision, to
make a horror movie as cheaply as
possible utilizing his friends and neigh-
bors. I love movies like this; do not
miss it!

Anchor Bay Entertainment answers
our cry for obscure kitschy horror films
by presenting us with Possession, star-

ring Sam Neill. Also from Anchor Bay
comes The Blood Splattered Bride from
director Vicente Aranda, the interest-
ingly-titled Don’t Torture A Duckling,
Vampyres from Spanish director Jo-
seph Larraz, The Vampire Happening
directed by Freddie Francis (the cin-
ematographer who did Glory and The

Elephant Man).
Be sure to check out Inferno,

Cannibal Man, Anguish, Deep Red
and City of the Living Dead as
well. I should have more obscure
classic titles from Anchor Bay in
the future including The Kentucky
Fried Movie. So stay tuned!

Some great music DVD’s of
merit include Oasis, There & Then,
(Epic Music Video) though the
band is on the brink of collapse
currently with their lead writer
and guitarist walking out mid-
tour, this brilliantly-filmed DVD

captures the band at the height of its
powers in its hometown of Manches-
ter, England.

Sony Legacy brings us the fantastic
The Best of Sessions at West 54th, Vol. 1.
Featuring Richard Thompson, Shawn
Colvin, Ani DiFranco, Wynton Marsalis,
Ben Folds Five, Patti Smith and the
obscure but mesmerizing performance
of Nil Lara, the sound and picture
quality are award-winning!

Last, but cer-
tainly not least,
check out these
stellar releases
from Image
Entertainment.
Peter Frampton
Live In Detroit,
(a rocking per-
formance of all
the hits!) Two
Classic Album
documentaries
including U2’s
The Joshua Tree

and The Who’s Who’s Next. Blue Oyster
Cult Live 1976 captures the band from
the Cap Center in Landover, Md. com-
plete with mixing board sound.

Do not miss Fairport Convention,
Beyond The Ledge. Filmed in 1998 at
the bands’ annual Cropredy Festival in
the English countryside, this gorgeous
DVD features the classic “Matty Groves”
“The Hiring Fair” and “Who Knows
Where the Time Goes” as well as the
rare Jethro Tull cover, “Life’s A Long
Song” For fans of Folk Rock and tradi-
tional English/Irish/Celtic music, this is
a no-brainer. Pick this up.

Latin Bandleader and Percussionist Tito Puente


