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Arts & Entertainment
POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
By Michael S. Goldberger

Mission Impossible II
Viewer Satisfaction:

Improbable Too

2  popcorns

Have you seen Mission: Impossible
II yet? Maybe you have and just don’t
remember. Oh, not that it’s so terribly
forgettable. And not necessarily be-
cause it screams and convulses like
the bulk of other special effects-laden
movies that have now commandeered
this genre. But rather, because sum-
mer approaches — the silly season as
it is referred to in cinema circles.

If you need your memory jogged,
here goes: Tom Cruise reprises his
role as IMF agent Ethan Hunt. Action
maven John Woo (Face/Off) directs a
much livelier product than the more
cerebral Brian DePalma managed to
deliver with installment I. But the
splashing, big ticket suffers from 007
envy, playing more like any number
of James Bond adventures instead of
engendering the cat-and-mouse inge-
nuity that won the TV series its enter-
taining cache.

The plot even tries to one-up the
financial manipulations that Auric
Goldfinger ventured in the 1964 film
bearing his name. Only it’s not the
shiny stuff this time. Allowing for
inflation and more sophisticated fi-
nancial manipulations to artistically
mirror Wall Street’s current golden calf
craze, this villain (Dougray Scott) is
looking for the stock options of pub-
licly traded pharmaceutical, Biocyte.
And he’s got just the world-threaten-
ing virus Chimera he needs to make
his case convincing.

In short, he’s ready to poison the
well, as well as provide the antidote
and make a big killing in the bargain,
literally and figuratively.

It’s actually a lot more complicated
than that, replete with a whole cast of
sidekicks and goons of little conse-
quence. But you’d have to be a glutton
for punishment to bother with the
story’s gobbledygook. The phenom-
enon attendant to this big screen bal-
derdash is much more intriguing.

Like sheep, whole droves of movie-
goers have come to accept in summer
what they would shun in winter, spring
or fall. In order to enjoy your summer,
you must eat a hot dog and a ham-
burger, have some corn on the cob,
and see a bad movie. It’s the American
way.

Granted, some of these “Summer
Blockbusters” are more than just pyro-
technic colossuses. Being the excep-
tions that prove the rule (Indepen-
dence Day, Men In Black and both
Jurassic Parks), a few even have plots.
But this custom has otherwise insinu-
ated itself into our culture, so much so
that statistics emanating from the film
in question have become more impor-
tant than their theatrical value.

Sadly, there’s not even a good bad
guy in Mission Impossible II. Screen-
writer Robert Towne (adapting a story
by Ronald D. Moore and Brannon
Braga) and director Woo scale no
artistic heights in their fashioning of
arch-villain Sean Ambrose, realized
with neither style nor conviction by
Dougray Scott. Though he slices in
half his best pal’s pinkie finger to
prove a point, the ne’er-do-well is
more sleazy than he is nefarious.

In fact, with Anthony Hopkins in
tow in an uncredited role as Ethan’s
savvy boss, the tacit remembrance of
Dr. Hanibal Lecter (Silence Of The
Lambs) all the more reminds what a
paltry heavy Mr. Scott is.

Equally unconvincing is Thandie
Newton as Nyah Hall, the female love
interest. She’s supposed to be a high-
style jewel thief, but fails to approach
the femme adversary allure Catherine
Zeta-Jones (Entrapment) or Renee
Russo (The Thomas Crown Affair)
achieved in recent roles. She’s a disap-
pointing cross between fashion
advertising’s heroin chic and a street
urchin from a Keene painting.

However, due to her past involve-
ment with the villain, Commander
Swanbeck (Anthony Hopkins) insists
Miss Newton’s character be recruited
for Mata Hari purposes.

Ethan is none too hot on the idea for
starters, though in time his tempera-
ture rises enough to provide the film
with its perfunctory smooch scenes.
But without some enigmatic pathol-
ogy tied to his sexuality (as in Eyes
Wide Shut or Magnolia), Mr. Cruise is
hardly the persuasive swain. Hence
the rather lukewarm love triangle that
evolves only serves to further muddy
the spy-adventure.

But then of course there are the
stunts, the razzle-dazzle, the payoff, if
you will. And there’s no denying that
director Woo’s special effects folks
(led by Richard Yuricich) put some
time in on this one. But save for agent
Hunt appearing to dangle from all
manner of cliff and precipice, and a
whirling-dervish motorcycle ballet that
no doubt allowed some very diligent
computer nerds to become vicarious
bikers, it would take a lot more to give
this movie dispensation for its cin-
ematic sins.

Audiences are already jaded to the
latest level of movie magic paraded in
Mission: Impossible II. We’ve built up
a tolerance. And so viewers will have
to wait until those geeky inventor guys
they always show at the Academy
Awards (the ones “already honored in
a separate ceremony”) devise yet an-
other level of thrill to deliver our f/x
fix.

It’s not a completely intolerable
outing. But recommending this latest
Impossible to anyone but diehard fans
would be mission unthinkable.

*  *  *  *  *
Mission: Impossible II, rated PG-

13, is a Paramount Pictures release
directed by John Woo and stars Tom
Cruise, Thandie Newton and Dougray
Scott. Running time: 127 minutes.

Season Finale Scheduled
By Cultural Arts Group

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Cultural Arts Committee announced
its season finale which will be held
from 1 to 4 p.m. on Sunday, June 11,
at the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts
Center on Watson Road in Fanwood.

The festivities will begin with Fanwood
Mayor Louis C. Jung’s welcoming ad-
dress at 1 p.m. followed by a bagpipe
and drum performance. At 1:30 p.m., the
David Izard Jazz Quartet vigil perform,
followed by dancers from the Kelly
School of Irish Dance at 2 p.m. At 2:30
p.m., Alvin C. Madison will perform
Blues and Soul. A T’ai Chi demonstration
with audience participation will take
place at 3 p.m., and the day will con-
clude with a performance by the “4 Life”
Alternative Rock Band at 3:30 p.m.

Performances will alternate between
the Art Center and a tent on the
Borough Hall grounds. In addition,
various activities and exhibits will take
place on the lawn, including a display

Sculptor Melvin Edwards to Exhibit
Prints at Jersey City Museum

SPECIAL BODY OF WORK…Sculptor Melvin Edwards in the backyard of his Plainfield studio stands with one
of his assemblages in steel. “Melvin Edwards: The Prints of a Sculptor,” will mark the first survey exhibition
of his prints at the Jersey City Museum. The exhibit will run from Wednesday, June 14, to Saturday, October
7. A special reception will be given on June 14 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

JERSEY CITY – “Melvin Edwards:
The Prints of a Sculptor,” at the Jersey
City Museum (JCM) from Wednesday,
June 14, through Saturday, October 7,
will mark the first survey exhibition of
prints created by the internationally-
renowned sculptor.

An opening reception will be held
on June 14 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

The substantial body of work on
exhibition, 61 prints made over almost
three decades in Senegal, Cuba, Mo-
rocco and various places in the United
States, is a survey of what Mr. Edwards
calls an “occasional” activity which
paralleled his involvement with sculp-
ture. The exhibition also includes six
works in welded steel entitled “Ogun’s

Guardians,” derived from African cul-
tural references. Five examples of his
recent prints on handmade paper will
be included in the exhibition.

Well known for his assemblages of
welded steel, in particular his noted
Lynch Fragments which address Afri-
can-American history and politics, the
Texas-born artist has often included a
variety of drawings with his sculptures,
but until now his prints have not been
presented in a survey exhibition.

Mr. Edwards’ first recollection of the
impact of graphics was as a high school
student in the mid-50’s. But it wasn’t
until fellow students at Los Angeles
City College in 1956 showed him the
work of Charles White that the seeds

were planted for what would later
become a life-long quest to showcase
the African-American experience
through his powerful creations.

Dr. Clement A. Price, Professor of
History at Rutgers University, called
Mr. Edwards an “artistic visionary.”

Born in Houston in 1937, Edwards
earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts De-
gree from the University of Southern
California. He taught at the Chouinard
School of Art in California and was
appointed artist-in-residence at the
school in 1965. During these years,
Mr. Edwards experimented with many
techniques, among them etching,
woodcuts, linoleum cuts and lithog-
raphy; evolving his own visual ex-
pression while studying the works of
others.

“I tend to prefer the printmaking
medium that is most closely related to
drawing; that’s either etching or lithog-
raphy,” Mr. Edwards told Jersey City
Museum Curator Dr. Alejandro Anreus,
who organized this exhibition “One of
the tendencies that I have, which
is improvisational, is that when I
am involved with a print and it is
not working, I have a tendency to
draw or paint on the failed print —
that either saves it or somehow
makes it work.”

“Throughout my career,” the art-
ist explained, “it (printmaking) has
just happened, and it keeps on
happening. There is no doubt that
my printmaking comes right out of
my drawing; then it takes on a life
of its own. You see, in the end all
of the work is linked because I
make it and it is about my feelings
about form and content- my feel-
ings about the world.”

Mr. Edwards’ sculptures are in
the collections of numerous muse-
ums, including The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, New York; The
Museum of Modern Art, New York,
and The National Museum of
American Art, Washington, D.C.

The exhibition, “Melvin Edwards:
The Prints of a Sculptor,” will be
open to the public June 14 through
October 7 during regular museum
hours — Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fri-
days and Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., and Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
to 8 p.m. The museum will be
closed on Saturdays during the sum-
mer, June 17 to September 2.

Admission to the exhibition is
free and open to the public. For
more information, please call the
JCM (201) 547-4514.

The exhibition has been made
possible in part through the sup-
port of the Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation and Johnson & Johnson.

The Jersey City Museum is funded
in part by the City of Jersey City and
the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts/Department of State, a Partner
Agency of the National Endowment
for the Arts.

Dancing at Lughnasa
Planned at Kean

UNION – The Alliance Repertory
Theatre presentation of Dancing at
Lughnasa on Sunday, June 18 at Kean
University, 1000 Morris Avenue, Union,
University Center Little Theatre, will be
held at 2 p.m. and not as previously
announced at 3 p.m.

High School in the early 1970’s,
Mr. Shaiman befriended Mr.
Christianson, his music teacher,
and Mrs. Traberman, his social
studies teacher.

“They gave me the most oppor-
tunities to discover my talent,” he
said, “I learned a lot from them.”

When he attended Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Mr.
Shaiman was an active participant
in the Summer Theater and Music
Workshop, a summer program
sponsored by the school district.

“I owe a lot to Judy Cole and
Manya Ungar, the two women
who ran the program,” he stated.
“My only hope is that the program
is reinstated.” In fact, the moment
that changed Mr. Shaiman’s life
forever occurred during a tryout
for the workshop.

“I was auditioning to play the
piano in their musical production
of The Sound of Music. After I
finished playing, I looked up and
realized that everyone was staring
at me. That’s when I knew that I
was going to go into show busi-
ness and do something in music.”

In 1976, Shaiman passed his
General Equivalency Diploma
(GED) test and with his parents’
blessing, moved to New York City.
“I was lucky to have parents who
understood me and supported my
decision,” he said.

While living in the Big Apple,
Mr. Shaiman became friendly with
the neighbors of one of Bette
Midler’s backup singers. “I was a
Bette Midler fanatic,” admitted Mr.
Shaiman, “Luckily, my friends in-
troduced me to her backup singer,
and that’s how it started. I collabo-
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rated with Bette on some of her
stage shows before I was 18, and
then moved up to helping her with
her albums and movie
soundtracks.”

Mr. Shaiman even made an act-
ing appearance in Midler’s 1991
film Scenes from a Mall, which co-
starred Woody Allen.

“We have fun when we’re work-
ing together, but Bette is a differ-
ent person offstage. She’s more
bookish and serious than the char-
acter she takes on while perform-
ing,” he said.

Despite his success in the enter-
tainment industry, which also in-
cludes an Emmy win and two
Grammy nominations, Mr. Shaiman
is envious of college graduates.

“I never went to college, and I’m
still jealous of people who got the
chance to absorb all that extra
information that a college can pro-
vide,” he said, “Someday, I want to
enroll.”

Mr. Shaiman would not recom-
mend that other students follow in
his footsteps as far as education.

“I have my GED, but I was lucky.
If you’re in high school, stay and
finish it. If you can, go to college,”
he said.

So, what’s next on Mr. Shaiman’s
agenda? He hopes to be invited by
the Township of Scotch Plains to
lead a parade down Park Avenue
in honor of his success.

presented by the 101st Airborne World
War II Historical Reenactment Associa-
tion and an exhibit and sale of art
works by the Scotch Plains Fanwood
Art Association.

The food court will include Asian
Indian cuisine and specialties by the
Florida Fruit Shoppe (Phil’s Grill and
Italian Ices). The Fanwood A & P has
donated soft drinks and ice.

This season finale will conclude the
Committee’s first full season and is the
last of 11 events. The 1999-2000 cul-
tural arts project has been made pos-
sible in part by a HEART Grant from
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, Daniel Sullivan, Chair-
man, and by donations from Merck &
Co., Inc.

Admission is free. All are invited to
attend. A rain date of Saturday, June 17,
has been set. For additional informa-
tion, please call Adele Kenny, Director,
at (908) 889-7223.

YIDDISH THEATRE…Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim will present
Broadway and Yiddish Theatre star Bruce Adler “In Concert”
on Sunday, June 25, at 4 p.m. at Cranford High School. “Broad-
way Show Stoppers” will perform a medley of popular Broad-
way show tunes with members of The Cranford Repertory
Theatre Group. Tickets are available at Temple Beth-El Mekor
Chayim, 338 Walnut Avenue, Cranford and Linda’s Book Ex-
change, Cranford. Ticket prices are $20 reserved seating, $15
adult general admission and senior citizen and student general
admission tickets are $12. For more information, please call the
Temple office at (908) 276-9231.

Two rather good Chardonnay’s
were featured, an organic Bonterra
1998 from Mendocino, and a
Cambria “Katherine’s Vineyard”
from the Santa Maria Valley.

The Cambria was the favorite,
although both were quite good,
and Mr. Sapara explained that the
Santa Maria Valley is the perfect
place to grow grapes. The vine-
yard has the desert on both sides,
but is actually located on a moun-
tain located in the center of the
valley. This temperate area is the
perfect climate for the grapes —
the dryness of the desert and the
cooler air on the mountain to-
gether make a flawless growing
condition.

The red wines that Mr. Sapara
featured were superb. If you pre-
fer red wine, be sure to stock your
wine cellar with some of these. Mr.
Sapara told us that Italians once
said, “Drinking white wine is like
kissing your cousin. Drinking red
wine is like kissing your lover.”
That was enough to get us inter-
ested!

The Bonterra Syrah 1997 from
Mendocino was also organic, and
it was rich and smooth with a
stronger bite than the Concannon
Petite Syrah from the Central Coast.
Again, both were quite good, but
the favorite was the Bonterra.

The last wines that Mr. Sapara
introduced were the strongest, and
we had a long discussion about
Merlots and Cabernets. A lot of people
do not like the woody taste of these
heavier wines, and the expert ex-
plained that these are best with food.

A strong wine belongs with a
richer meal — a hearty cut of steak
or a rich cheese sauce. They are
not meant to be a sipping wine.
Both of these hearty reds were
quite good, and if you like a richer
wine, I do recommend them.

The Quail Ridge Merlot, “Volker
Eisele Vineyard,” 1997 from the
Napa Valley was drier and slightly
woodier than the Sebastiani
Cabernet Sauvignon. The Sebastiani
“Sonoma Cask” is a 1996, and not
as heavy as some Cabernets that
I’ve tried. In fact, when we tasted
the Merlot, some thought we were
sampling the Cabernet.

I’m so glad that I attended this
Wine Tasting because I really
learned a lot.

In addition to sampling these
fine wines and cheeses, guests
were also treated to the musical
talent of two professional singers
from Manhattan.

Bill Whitefield and Stephanie
Fredricks graced us with their out-
standing voices and their talent
capped off an already lovely
evening. Both Mr. Whitefield and
Ms. Fredricks have performed at
The Paper Mill Playhouse in past
productions, and I look forward
to seeing more of their work.

Associate Producer of Paper Mill,
Roy Miller, was in attendance, as
well as the President of the Guild of
Paper Mill, Sharon Sandbach. Ms.
Sandbach helped run the raffle that
ended the evening, and some very
lucky patrons went home with some
of these new California delights.

It was a charming, elegant affair,
and I am looking forward to seeing
Pippin.

Recitals for Piano Students
Held at Klinger-Kueter Studio

WESTFIELD — Piano students of
the Carolyn Klinger-Kueter Piano Stu-
dio, 424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield
performed in recitals held from May 30
to June 7.

Students in the first performance
were Stephen Milewski, Lilly Sisto,
Abigail Sawers, Jessica Sheft-Ason,
Matthew Kephart, Ned Allen, Jack Allen,
Jack Kephart, Cole Sisto, Emily Sawers,
Michael Oster, Jack Molloy, Jake
Delaney, Eliza Delaney, Alexandra
Sisto, Emma Molloy, Caitlyn Oster,
Christopher Svoboda Kaitlin
McGovern, Gillian McGovern and
Diana Svoboda.

The next evening’s performers in-
cluded Juliana Albano, Alex Rothfelder,
Chloe Williams, Benjamin Fine, Mat-
thew Albano, Charles Bucci, Steven
Barash, Billy Sickles, Sophie Yolowitz,
Jake Sussman, Gordon Arnold,
Catherine Verdic, Daniel Bellovin, Kelli
Bruno, Mark Bucci, George Bucci, Jack

Tonges, Christina Tonges, Amadi Thiam
and Condi Thiam.

Students performing on June 1 were
Alex Goldschmidt, Sara Shields, Austin
Baum, Colin Fitzhenry, Connor Shields,
Taylor Anderson, Chelsea Baum, Joey
Papandrea, Emily Luppino, Frannie
Kenajian, Megan Papandrea, Corey
Rubin, Jared Rubin, Sara Dankosky,
Derek Anderson, Kyler Boyd, Nick
Kasten and Jessica Lee.

The fourth recital on June 5 included
Emma Partridge, Shannah Conway,
Margaret Basti, Lauren Oberlander,
Christine DeRoux, Bobby Oberlander,
Mary McKevitt, Colin McKevitt, Eliza-
beth Antonelli, Allison Oberlander,
Paige Geraghty, Tara Iauruzio,
Samantha Fincke, Diana Goodman,
Scott Cantor, Caitlin Jennings, Jared
Moloshok, Ashton Golembo, Rachel
Moloshok and Lisa Goodman.

The fourth recital featured Connor
Bruslem, Aidan Hughes, Daniel
Kennedy-Moore, Emma Dawson,
Rebecca DiGiacomo, Jessica
DiGiacomo, Austin Zurlo, Sam Rackear,
Christopher Bartell, Connor Zurlo,
Olivia Dawson, Charlotte Mullan, Jorie
Richlin-Zack, Jensen Richert, Nicole
DiBenedetto, Kristin Aguero, Caroline
Powell, Rachel Mooney, Rebecca
Brachman and Dania Aguero.

The final recital, held yesterday, in-
cluded Alex Serratelli, Aria Altomare,
Katharine Jaruzelski, Celle Pardoe,
Taylor Anne Shepard, Annie Pardoe,
Olivia Scrofani, Anne Maguire, Ilya
Sabnani, Isabel Anreus, Catherine
Maguire, Kristin Modoski, Rachel Ganz,
Charlie Tripp, Henry Kaye, Evan
Bilheimer, Alyssa Graye, Leslie Mitchell
and Christopher Joyce.
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Wine Tasting
At Paper Mill

Marc Shaiman Rides High
After Recent Oscar Nomination
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