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PENNELLA POKES RBI SINGLE, DOYLE ADDS RBI

West Morris Girls Wobble
Raiders, 4-3, in Semifinals
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Solid – keeping them off-balance
– pitching by Mandy Lee combined
with four Raider errors allowed the
West Morris Highlanders to wobble
the first-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School softball team,
4-3, in the semifinals of the Section
2, Group 3 Tournament in Scotch
Plains on May 30. Freshman Lind-
say Pennella poked an RBI single in
the sixth to start a mild Raider rally.

“She (Lee) mixed them up and we
had trouble laying off the high pitch,”
said Raider Head Coach Frank Butz.
“We were just swinging at them.”

The Highlanders got their gears in
motion in the top of the second.
Heather Lamberson ripped a single
just under the second baseman’s glove
then, after Raider pitcher Alicia Piniat
recorded a strikeout and got the next
batter to ground out, Karen Perry
whacked an RBI double to center.
Next, Jessica Booth looped an RBI

single over first to give the Highland-
ers a 2-0 lead.

Piniat found herself in immediate
jeopardy in the third when a ripping
single over third, a faked bunt that
was poked over the third baseman’s
head and a failed fielder’s choice
loaded the bases with no outs. But an
infield fly, a force out at home and a
pop-up to third allowed the Raiders
to avert disaster.

Somewhat revived the Raiders
scored a run in the bottom of the
inning. Megan Reddington was hit
by a pitch. Then on a call strike three,
Reddington darted to second but the
throw sailed into center field. Alertly,
Reddington rounded third and scored.

The Highlanders took a 3-1 lead in
the fourth as a result of an error.
Booth dropped a “thunker” – single
– over third then stole second. De-
spite a great diving grab of a chopper
by third baseman Katie Church, Kate
Monica reached first safely on an
infield single, then the error at first
allowed Booth to score.

“The throw wasn’t that good but it
should have been caught,” said Butz.
“That definitely turned the tide.”

Highlander Deena Bilancia opened
the fifth with a triple to right then
Jessica Lee lofted an RBI sacrifice
fly to center, upping the score to 4-1.
Then, with a runner on first, a pop-up
on a bunt attempt was snagged by
catcher Jen Doyle then fired to first
to double up the runner.

Beginning to get to Mandy Lee,
the Raiders tightened the score to 4-
3 in the bottom of the sixth. Kellie
LaForge burned a single up-the-
middle, Piniat yanked a single to left
and Jen Van Deroef walked to load

DOYLE GETS 3 HITS, THORNTON THUMPS SOLO HR.

Lady Raiders Capitalize, Tip
Blue Devils, 4-3, in Finale

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Another one-run victory was
claimed by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School softball team over the
visiting Westfield girls on May 31. On
April 1, the Raiders edged the Blue
Devils, 3-2, in a pitchers’ duel in
Westfield but, this time, the Raiders
took advantage of fine pitching from
Alicia Piniat and two Blue Devil er-
rors to pull out a 4-3 win.

“I don’t believe that we played

sharp at all,” commented Blue Devil
Head Coach Maggie McFadden. “We
made too many mistakes. Not only
did we make mistakes in the field but
we made base-running mistakes. We
did not capitalize on situations with
runners on, we did not tag up on a fly
ball when we should have
and we were just not aggres-
sive. That was the crux.”

True to her form all sea-
son, Piniat had great control
and yielded no walks with
four strikeouts, and she got
offensive help from Jen
Doyle, who banged three
singles. Blue Devil Courtney
Thornton provided power by
pummeling a solo home run
in the sixth.

Coming off the previous
day’s tough loss to West
Morris in the semifinals of
the states, sometimes it is
hard to rebound.

“It was a little tough getting
started because my sore leg
was really bothering me and I
thought that I may be a little
wild today,” said Piniat. “But
it came around and everyone
was strong. Our hitting was
good today. It was kind of iffy
for a while but today every-
thing worked out.”

Blue Devil pitcher Caitlin
MacDonald scattered five
singles but was victimized,
along with the errors, by yielding six
walks and hitting a batter.

The Blue Devils were the aggres-
sors in the top of the first and seized
a 2-0 lead. Kristen Leonardis lashed
a double to left-center field then
stole third. Katie Richards drilled a
shot to center which was craftily
caught by Raider Jen VanDeroef.
Katy Brunetto plunked the ball into
shallow right field as Leonardis

scored. Brunetto advanced to third
on an infield error then scored on a
passed ball.

After Piniat retired all three bat-
ters in the second, the Raiders re-
sounded with three runs. Katie
Church walked and Lindsay Pennella

was hit by a pitch. Piniat’s sacrifice
bunt advanced the runners and Katie
Blom looped an RBI single over short.
As Pennella bolted for third, Blue
Devil center fielder Paige Corbett’s
throw was on the money for the out.
Next, VanDeroef and Megan
Reddington both walked, then Doyle’s
liner to center was dropped, allowing
Blom and VanDeroef to score.

LAU, JOFFE LEAD DEVIL OFFENSE

Blue Devil Boys Finish
With, 10-8, Lax Season

The Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team completed its season
with a 10-8 record, finishing among
the top 15 teams in New Jersey.
Senior attackers Alex Lau and Sean
Joffe led the offense and seniors Brian
Gallagher and Pat Tuohy controlled
the defense.

The Blue Devils won their first
state game in convincing style, pre-
vailing 9-6 over the Manasquan War-
riors but holding a 9-4 lead with less
than a minute remaining. Their sea-
son ended in a 12-6 second-round,
state tournament loss to the defend-
ing state champion Green Wave of
Delbarton.

The Blue Devil’s most lopsided
victories came over St. Joseph’s –
17-1 – and Hillsbourogh – 14-3 –
although they suffered a heart-break-
ing 6-5 loss to Hunterdon Central in
the season’s opener and an 11-10
setback to West Morris Central three
games later.

Lau flicked in a team-leading 31
goals and added nine assists to top
the Blue Devils with 40 points. Just
behind was Joffe, who totaled 39
points while firing in 25 goals and
tying for first in assists with 14.

Junior attacker Chris Dodge was
impressive as he rippled the net 24
times while abetting with four as-
sists for 28 points. Junior midfielder
Brad Gillin had a smooth 14 goals

and 14 assists also for 28 points.
Senior midfielder Mike Todd burned
the net seven times and set up 10
assists for a 17-point total.

Senior midfielder Mike Orlando
whipped in 10 goals and added six
assists, totaling 16 points and
sophomore attacker Tim Mansfield
netted five goals and five assists
for 10 points. Sophomore attacker
Mike Debrossy struck gold seven
times and fed the pot twice while
senior midfielder Erik Finne
whacked in four goals and had
four assists.

Junior midfielder Matt Simone hit
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GROPPER HAS 2-HITTER; HANSEN, CAVALLO GET 2 RBI

Highlander Baseballers Stun
Cougars, 5-3, in UCT Semis

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 18-11 Governor Livingston
High School baseball team out-du-
eled the 16-8 Chatham Cougars, 5-3,
in the semifinal round of the North

Jersey, Group 2 Tournament on May
30 in Chatham. The Highlanders later
fell, 16-3,  in the finals with Mendham
on June 2.

Andrew Gropper pitched a master
piece, allowing two hits, striking out
four and walking one. Cougar Aaron
Pond (8-2) pitched a five hitter, strik-
ing out three and walking one.

How the Cougars reached the semi-
final round was noted by head coach
Doug Chambers. “G.L. had to play
the number two seed Dover and up-
set them, they accomplished that, so
it’s nice for us to be the home team.
We have been playing pretty consis-
tently recently, our number one
pitcher, Aaron Pond has good com-
mand, a good curve ball, so he should
do a nice job for us. We will have to
hit, get on base if we are to be suc-
cessful today.”

Cougar catcher Mike Judge bat-
ting .460 said, “Most of the games
were pretty tough for us, but we did
come up with good pitching and
some timely hits, although most of
the time we had to scrap for a few
runs.”

In the bottom of the first, Cougar
Chris Johnson walked then scored

from first on two Highlander errors.
Then in the second, the Highlanders
had an opportunity to knot the score.
Mike Farrell rifled a double off the
left field fence. John McKissock
singled up the middle and Farrell
headed home, but Cougar Mike
Hajjar’s throw was on the money to
nail Farrell at home.

Rob Findlay tapped an infield
single and Frank Cavallo ripped a
single to left to fuel the Highlanders
in the third. A wild pitch advanced
both runners then “Hammering”
Hank Hansen drilled a two-run single
to right, to give the Highlanders a 2-
1 lead.

The Highlanders added two more
runs in the fifth, upping the score to
4-1. Findlay singled, Jason
Guidicipietro reached first on an er-
ror and Cavallo hit a laser deep to
right for a RBI double. Mark
Cantagallo, returning to the High-
lander lineup after having dislocated
his left shoulder in an earlier game,
contributed with a RBI sacrifice for
a 4-1 lead.

The scrappy Cougars, not to be
denied, narrowed the score to 4-3 in
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Lady Devil Laxers Finish
Successful, 10-3, Season

By AUBREY MCGOVERN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls
lacrosse team battled No. 2 ranked
West Morris away on May 31, com-
peting in the third round of the state
tournament, the farthest the team has
ever progressed in a season. This
year the team also achieved its best
seasonal record, posting a 10-3
record. After beating Immaculate
Heart Academy 12-9 in the second
round of states, the Blue Devils fell
16-6 to West Morris.

The Blue Devils were faced with
tough opposition in the game, and in
the first half West Morris dominated,
scoring eight goals. The Blue Devils
retaliated once with senior tri-cap-

tain Aubrey McGovern scoring off a
feed from sophomore Ali Pino.

During the first half, senior tri-
captain Julia Gates tallied three in-
terceptions and seniors Lauren Mattes
and tri-captain Donna Schaller
thwarted the opposing offense, and
turned over loose ground balls.

Head Coach Lynn Steuerle said, “I
was very impressed with how the
girls came out of the first half of the
West Morris game. Even though they
were down 8-1, they picked them-
selves up and managed to score five
more goals. The final score was not
reflective of the playing, and it
showed a lot of heart and character
for the team to play its heart out.”
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Devil Bramnick Gets 6th at Golf States
Westfield High School junior Brent Bramnick was one of six boys, who

shot an 80, to tie for sixth place at the State High School Golf Champion-
ships held at the par-71 Rumson Country Club on May 30. Bramnick (43-
37) was the top golfer from Union County.

Marc Henkel, Dale Rubino and Bob Appello of Roselle Park had
respective scores of 82, 87 and 89. Mike Occi, Frank Buonvino and Jerry
Cuozzo of Cranford had respective scores of 83, 84 and 86. Matt Bonanno
of Oratory shot an 86.

D-Day Should Always Be Remembered
Fifty-six years ago on June 6, 1944 Allied Forces (mainly United States,

Great Britain and Canada) stormed the beaches of Normandy, France to
begin Operation Overlord which became a successful effort to liberate
Europe from Nazi occupation.

This operation cost thousands of American lives but the result was the
freedom which we enjoy today. All the brave men who were involved in
Operation Overlord did not let us down. Our duty is not to forget that past
lest we may lose our freedom.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
HAMMERING HANK HEADING HOME…Highlander Hank Hansen gets
applause from the fans after bashing a three-run home run against Mendham.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
OUT AT THIRD…Blue Devil third baseman Lindsay Guerriero puts the tag on
Raider Jill Saridaki after a fine throw from Paige Corbett.IN GOOD POSITION…Blue Devil laxer Liz Ambrosia, No. 18, positions herself

well to get the ball against the West Morris girls on May 31.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
MOBBED BY DEVILS…This Manasquan lacrosse player is mobbed by three
Blue Devils, including Matt Simone, left, and Chris Dodge, No. 44. The Westfield
boys had a competitive, 10-8, season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
RIPPING AN RBI SINGLE TO LEFT FIELD…Freshman Lindsey Pennella rips an RBI single to left field in the sixth
inning to begin a Raider rally against the Highlanders of West Morris.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
HEADING HOME…Blue Devil Courtney
Thornton heads for home en route to a home run.


