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Presbyterian Youth Open
Soup Kitchen in Elizabeth

The Christian Science Reading Room
116 Quimby Street, Westfield, 232-3226
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Gain a fresh view of the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7)

Bible Translations Include:
King James
 New English
JB Phillips

New Revised Standard

 We will help you delve into:
Bible Atlases, Dictionaries

Commentaries and articles in
our archives that illustrate how
people of the Bible relied on

God to meet every need.

Study the weekly Christian Science Bible Lesson
from pre-marked books, or the computerized Concord

In a hurry?  The "Full Text" pocket study version is perfect!
~~~~~

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker
Eddy includes 100 pages of healings solely from the study of
this book. "The Lord ... who healeth all thy diseases." (Psalm 103)

We have what you need to gain a fuller understanding of your place in history.

Mon to Fri, 11am–3pm  • Thursdays 6pm–8pm • Saturday 10am–1pm

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

The School Business Administrator/Board
Secretary of the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion, in the County of Union, State of New
Jersey, by authority of said Board, solicits
sealed bids for pupil transportation. Bids to
be received at the Business Office of the
Westfield Board of Education, located at
302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey
07090, June 22, 2000.

PUPIL TRANSPORTATION

TR01-3 - INTER SCHOOL
TRANSPORTATION - 10:30 A.M.

TR01-4 - SPECIAL NEEDS
TRANSPORTATION - 11:00 A.M.

TR01-5 - SPECIAL NEEDS
TRANSPORTATION - 11:30 A.M.

2000/2001 School Year

Specifications and full information may be
obtained upon application at the Business
Office of the Westfield Board of Education,
located at 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090.

All bids must be submitted on a bid form
which will be furnished upon application at
the Office of the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion. Bids which are not submitted on such
form may be rejected.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, c.127 (N.J.A.C.
17:27). Affirmative Action.

The Board of Education reserves the right
to reject any or all bids.

By order of the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion.

Robert A. Berman
School Business Administrator/

Board Secretary
1 T – 6/8/00, The Leader Fee: $36.21

Good News

Psalm 37:5 The Gospel

“commit thy way unto the LORD;
trust also in him;

and he shall bring it to pass.”

BY NANCY E. PLUM TUTHILL

There are many avenues for change
at work in our communities to help
address problems relating to our
young people. We read about them
every week in this newspaper. We are
very fortunate to live in this area and
to have so many good people caring
enough to get involved and work
toward healing.

I believe permanent solutions to
age-old challenges facing youth ulti-
mately will be found through a whole-
hearted effort of turning to God for
guidance.

With my own children, I have of-
ten shared that I know of only one
way to solve any problem, and that is
spiritually, by prayerfully turning to
God and lifting up my thoughts and
behavior to a higher standard. I think
of God, not as a super-being in a far
off place somewhere, but as all-pow-
erful Love; ever-present, infinite
Spirit; absolute Truth; perfect Mind;
eternal Life.

And this God is so approachable!
The first chapter of Genesis states we
are all made in God’s image and
likeness. This means that we are
naturally happiest when we are re-
flecting or imaging forth the honesty
of Truth, the care and consideration
of divine Love, the intelligence and
insight of the ever-present Mind that
is God.

Just as light naturally comes forth
from the sun, we are essentially here
to express God’s goodness.

While human wisdom can be help-
ful in daily decision-making, the
human mind is not always equipped
with the unlimited perspective of the
divine Mind — the intelligence that
knows how to meet every human
need. The Bible gives many wonder-
ful examples of how living a God-
centered life — turning consistently
to God for guidance — can help us
work through daily problems.

We have the examples of Abraham,
Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Christ Jesus,
the apostle Paul and many others.

Head of Ceasefire New Jersey
To Speak at Temple Emanu-El

A Bi-Weekly Column From Members of the
Westfield Ministerial Association

Permanent Solutions to Problems
Are Achieved by Turning to God

They lived lives that made a differ-
ence in the world. The same is pos-
sible to each of us today.

I have found that through follow-
ing the example of Christ Jesus, a
higher selfhood is found. (See the
Sermon on the Mount in Matthew,
Chapters 5-7).

Jesus teaches us that the loveliness
of God’s love is here and now. To me,
this means that in doing the right
thing, aligning thought and activi-
ties to a divine standard, we will be
attracted to the right people, the right
place — the right everything!

The Golden Rule from the Sermon
on the Mount reads from the King
James Version of the Bible, “There-
fore all things whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do ye even
so to them.” One especially lively
and easy to read rendering of that
verse is found in a Bible version
called “The Message.”

It states, “Here is a simple, rule-of-
thumb guide for behavior: Ask your-
self what you want people to do for
you, then grab the initiative and do it
for them.” Jesus is showing us the
healing power of selfless, good-cen-
tered living.

The expression of true selflessness
builds strong lives. It doesn’t wait for
attention, care, love to be given. It
involves a yearning to give, a work-
ing to bless, and ultimately finds joy,
progress and healing through bless-
ing others.

One example of this from my own
life was when the appetite for smok-
ing and social drinking completely
left me at the same moment service
to others through church affiliation
became more important to me than
the craving for nicotine and alcohol.
I never drank or smoked again, nor
did I ever desire to.”

Interestingly, symptoms of a cold,
which I had wrestled with for many
weeks, vanished within two days as
well.

Teaching Sunday school at a
Church of Christ, Scientist, I would
tell my classes, “You all have power
to think and act rightly.”

In discussing Christ Jesus’ words,
“The kingdom of God is within you,”
Mary Baker Eddy, the founder of my
church, once said, “Know, then, that
you possess sovereign power to think
and act rightly, and that nothing can
dispossess you of this heritage and
trespass on Love. If you maintain
this position, who or what can cause
you to sin or suffer?”

Understanding that we all possess
this sovereign power through reflec-
tion of the intelligence of Mind, to
think and act rightly, is so empower-
ing. It frees from the temptation to
simply ruminate on what seems
wrong in life, and opens the door to
practical spiritual solutions that can
bring healing.

*  *  *  *  *
Nancy E. Plum Tuthill is First

Reader at the First Church of Christ,
Scientist in Westfield.

Issue of Gun Control Debated
During Recent SP Program

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —An
individual’s right to buy and own a
firearm or everyone’s right to public
safety was the passionately debated
topic at the Wilf Jewish Community
Center in Scotch Plains May 25.

The presentation, “Who is Calling
the Shots? A Society Armed: A Forum
Against Gun Violence,” was moder-
ated by former New Jersey Governor
Thomas Kean and hosted by The Jew-
ish Federation of Central New Jersey
and B’nai B’rith of New Jersey.

The two sides of this controversial
issue were presented by Nancy Ross,
Spokesperson for the Association of
New Jersey Rifle & Pistol Clubs and
Bryan Miller, Executive Director of
Ceasefire, New Jersey.

Much of the debate centered on pro-
posed legislation governing gun safety
currently before the New Jersey Sen-
ate, which is supported by Senator
Donald T. DiFrancesco, Ceasefire New
Jersey and a sizable coalition of other
state organizations and private citizens.

The proposed legislation includes a
gun childproofing mandate (S-2045)
that would permit the Attorney Gen-
eral to ban the sale of all handguns sold
in New Jersey that do not have new
childproofing technology.

Several types of childproofing tech-
nology are currently being developed
including childproof locks and “smart
guns,” which would only operate for
the intended adult by means of an iden-
tifying ring worn by the user or by
means of fingerprint identification.

The main point made by Ms. Ross in
her opening statement focused on the
inadequacy of the legislation currently
being considered.

According to Ms. Ross, S-2045 is
“an unconstitutional handgun ban.”

Ms. Ross explained that the
childproofing technology available to-
day is still in the developmental stages
and that voting for it would be prema-
turely putting under-tested and unsafe
firearms on the market, further endan-
gering the safety of our children.

“The smart gun technology is so
unsafe that police departments across
the country are refusing to use it,” Ms.
Ross pointed out.

Furthermore, Ms. Ross argued, the
proposed legislation would do nothing
to prevent criminal access to illegal
handguns. Criminals and youths intent
on crime will either resort to buying
illegal handguns on the black market or
simply remove the childproof technol-
ogy, according to Ms. Ross.

According to Mr. Miller, the legisla-
tion is necessary to force gun manufac-
turers to research and develop the
childproof technology, which has been
available since 1976, but which they
have intentionally delayed.

Childproof guns would almost com-
pletely eliminate the thousands of ac-
cidental and intentional homicides and
suicides committed by children and
teenagers each year, according to Mr.
Miller.

“It is a matter of recognizing that our
children’s right to safety outweighs the

inconvenience of the new technology,”
Mr. Miller argued.

Another detrimental consequence
of this gun bill, according to Bob
Viden, owner of Bob’s Little Sport
Shop in Glassboro and a gun dealer,
who was in the audience, is that all
sports shooting would be eliminated
because the new childproof technol-
ogy is not available for target pistols,
.22 calibers and revolvers and they
would be banned.

According to Ms. Ross, the pro-
posed legislation would put most sport-
ing good’s stores out of business.

The arguments for and against
tougher legislation governing the reg-
istration of guns and background checks
at gun shows was similar to the argu-
ments for and against childproofing.
According to Ms. Ross, tougher laws
would only inconvenience law abiding
citizens and do nothing to curb the
proliferation of guns on the black mar-
ket.

“Criminals aren’t going to get their
guns registered,” Ms. Ross stated.

Mr. Miller argued that the gun show
loophole, which allows unlicensed gun
dealers to sell unregistered guns to
purchasers without a thorough back-
ground check leads to the proliferation
of guns used for criminal activities.

“In countries that have tougher laws
or handgun bans, there are far fewer
deaths attributable to guns,” Mr. Miller
stated.

In closing, Ms. Ross explained that
no one wants senseless gun violence or
more innocent lives lost. According to
Ms. Ross, there are many causes for
the escalation of violence in our soci-
ety and only educating youth and en-
forcing the existing laws will stop the
violence in our society.

Members of the audience in support
of both sides of this issue questioned
the panel and commented on gun con-
trol legislation in other countries.

The debate ended with a discussion
regarding the true interpretation of the
2nd Amendment. Gun right’s advo-
cates claimed that the 2nd Amend-
ment protects an individual’s right to
own and carry a firearm and gun-
control advocates argued that the in-
tent of the 2nd Amendment only gov-
erns the right of the state to form a
well-armed militia, meaning a police
force or an army.

Moderator, former Governor Kean,
declined to offer his position on the gun
issue because, he said, his job as a
moderator was to remain objective and
allow the audience to hear both sides of
the issue.

First Baptist Choir
To Sing Anthems

Honoring Pentecost
WESTFIELD — The Chancel

Choir of the First Baptist Church,
located at 170 Elm Street in Westfield,
will present a “sermon in song” dur-
ing the worship service from 10:30
to 11:30 a.m. this Sunday, June 11.

Under the direction of Minister of
Music William R. Mathews, the 24-
voice choir will perform five an-
thems celebrating Pentecost.

Dr. Dee Dee Turlington and the
Reverend Lou Ruprecht will intro-
duce the anthems with short reflec-
tions on four themes, including “The
Presence of God,” “The Love of
Christ,” “The Promise of the Holy
Spirit” and “The Coming of the
Spirit.” Visitors are always welcome.

Holy Trinity Choir
Sets Choral Concert

WESTFIELD — “Music Through
the Ages: A Choral Concert” will be
presented by the Holy Trinity Choir,
with soloists and instrumental en-
semble, this Saturday, June 10, at 8
p.m. at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church, located at Westfield
Avenue and First Street in Westfield.

This final program in the parish’s
concert series celebrating the new
millennium will feature choral mu-
sic through the ages, beginning with
a Gregorian chant and ending with a
piece written by Robert Hobby for
the church in 1997.

A Gloria from the Middle Ages,
Renaissance motets, works by Bach
and Mozart, three African-American
spirituals and anthems from the 20th
century will also be included in the
program.

The instrumental ensemble will
consist of strings, oboe, bassoon,
brass quartet, timpani, organ and
handbells. Rives Cassel, Director of
Music and Organist for the parish,
will conduct the program.

Soloists will include Ralph Braun,
Brad Croushorn, Tom Schaefer and
Grace Spruiell. The concert will be
presented free of charge.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — After months of
research and planning, youth mem-
bers of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield have opened a soup kitchen
to feed the poor and needy of down-
town Elizabeth.

Named the Agape Project, the soup
kitchen served its first meal to 13
people on May 3. Meals are served at
the First Presbyterian Church in
Elizabeth, which is located in the
heart of the downtown section of the
city.

The 25 middle and high school
students who come together each
week to cook, serve, socialize with
their guests and clean up are under
the direction of the Reverend Chris-
tina L. McCormick, Associate Pas-
tor for Youth and Family, and youth
advisors Nancy Testa and Dave
Reeder.

“Each week we have had more
guests,” said Reverend McCormick.

She credits distribution of fliers, word
of mouth and the members of the
Elizabeth congregation for spread-
ing the word.

“Members of the Elizabeth con-
gregation have actually stood out-
side of McDonalds, telling people
not to spend their money and encour-
aging them to come to Agape Project,
where they can eat for free,” related
Reverend McCormick.

The group is currently cooking for
50 people but wants to feed 200.
Dinners served include spaghetti,
meat loaf, ham and turkey. Meals are
either made at home ahead of time
and warmed up at the church, or
actually cooked on-site.

Prior to serving its first meal, Agape
Project hosted a “practice dinner”
for congregation members of both
the Elizabeth and Westfield Presby-
terian churches. Ninety people at-
tended.

An important aspect of the Agape
Project is the interaction between the
teens and guests, according to Rev-
erend McCormick. “Now that we
have been serving several weeks, we
are starting to see familiar faces. The
kids have favorite guests that they
look forward to seeing each week,”
she said.

Kristin Jacobsen, 18, of Westfield,
has been part of the youth ministry
since sixth grade. She was initially
skeptical of the idea of a soup kitchen
but has come to see how needed it is.
“The people who come to us are so
appreciative,” she stated.

And while the teens had spent
several months studying poverty and
issues surrounding hunger in prepa-
ration for Agape Project, many were
upset to learn that some of the people
they served the first night had not
eaten for days.

“This could change the outlook of
so many people’s lives,” said Alex
Grecco, a 10th grader from Scotch
Plains.

Tucker Trimble of Westfield, one
of the parent helpers, marveled at the
students’ commitment to the Agape
Project. “This is an every week, 52-
weeks-a-year undertaking,” she said.
“There are no vacations or holidays
for the soup kitchen.”

To Reverend McCormick, how-
ever, the project demonstrates “what
young people can accomplish when
they commit to something.”

Mr. Hayes to Speak
At Woodside Chapel
FANWOOD – The Woodside

Chapel, located at 5 Morse Avenue
in Fanwood, has invited members of
the community to its Sunday morn-
ing Family Bible Hour and Sunday
School.

Bob Hayes will speak at 11 a.m.
and at the 6 p.m. evening service. A
nursery is provided at both meetings.

For further information, please call
Gene Graber at (908) 889-5462 or
Dave Brooks at (908) 789-0796.

St. Bart’s  to Conduct
Mass for Anointing Sick

SCOTCH PLAINS — St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church will hold a celebra-
tion of God’s Healing Grace through
the sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick this Saturday, June 10, at 1:30
p.m. at the church.

Access to the church is facilitated
by the elevator located to the right as
visitors enter the front door. Indi-
viduals requiring transportation to
and from the Mass are asked to make
arrangements by calling the Rectory.

There will be light refreshments
and fellowship in the narthex at the
conclusion of the service. The church
is located at 2032 Westfield Avenue.

WESTFIELD — Bryan Miller, the
Executive Director of Ceasefire New
Jersey, will speak at Shabbat Ser-
vices tomorrow, Friday, June 9, at
8:15 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El, lo-
cated at 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield. The public is invited to
attend.

Mr. Miller’s only brother, FBI Spe-
cial Agent Mike Miller, was one of
three enforcement officers killed by
a lone gunman wielding a concealed
weapon at the Washington, D.C.
Metropolitan Police Headquarters in
November of 1994.

Ceasefire New Jersey is a volun-
teer organization which seeks to
lower the level of gun violence in the
state and around the country by work-
ing with legislators, educating youth
and raising awareness of issues sur-
rounding gun control.

Temple Emanu-El will also honor
the graduates of the Leadership Train-
ing Program tomorrow. Program par-
ticipants studied the history of the
synagogue, its ritual practices, the
role of temple board members and
relationships between committees
and clergy.

The graduates of the program in-
clude Craig Becker, Phil Falcone,
Bonnie Goldberg, Jackie Greenberg,
Rob and Elise Holtzman, Patty
Hudelson, Eddie Israelow, Hannah
Lieberman, Linda Liebowitz, Shelly
Narotsky, Sherrie Natko, Rob
Rediker, Mark Schwartz, Nancy
Tepper and Diane Zagorsky.

Deborah Madison for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEBATING THE ISSUE…Officials gathered at the Wilf Jewish Community
Center in Scotch Plains on May 25 to discuss an individual’s right to buy and own
a firearm versus  everyone’s right to public safety in a presentation entitled, “Who
is Calling the Shots? A Society Armed: A Forum Against Gun Violence.” Pictured,
left to right, are: Executive Director of Ceasefire New Jersey Bryan Miller,
Director of B’nai B’rith Center for Public Policy Larry Lerner, spokeswoman for
the Association of New Jersey Rifle and Pistol Clubs Nancy Ross, Moderator and
former New Jersey Governor Tom Kean, Larry Dorsky of the Jewish Federation
of New Jersey, and Ruth Frankel of the Jewish Community Relations Council.


