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Controversial Concrete Wall
Removed at Sycamore Field

BY MELISSA A. BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In response to safety concerns by
area residents and decisions by both
the Westfield Recreation Commis-
sion and the Town Council, Depart-
ment of Public Works (DPW) em-
ployees removed most of a nearly
two-foot high, brand new concrete
wall from the playground area at
Sycamore Field.

The only portion of the new struc-
ture left standing is a retaining wall.

The question, according to Coun-
cilman Neil F. Sullivan, is whether
the wall should have been there in
the first place.

Resident Kim Sokol, who took an
active role in bringing her concerns
to the town in an effort to bring the

wall down, says no.
Mrs. Sokol said “the feeling

(among residents) was ‘what’s going
on at the playground?’”

She said the main safety issue was
the fear that children would run into
or along the wall and risk injury.

Councilman Sullivan echoed Mrs.
Sokol’s sentiments, saying there was
concern that the wall would be viewed
as part of the play structure by chil-
dren.

When she heard about the wall,
Mrs. Sokol inquired about the rea-
soning behind constructing it, and
was told it was to contain wood chips
in the play area. She noted that prior
to the wall’s construction, the play
area had wood chips and grass.

Because of her concerns about the
wall, Mrs. Sokol contacted the United
States Consumer Products Safety
Commission (CPSC) in Washington,
D.C. and obtained a copy of the
CPSC’s Handbook for Public Play-
ground Safety. The Handbook states
that “hard surfacing materials such
as asphalt or concrete are unsuitable
for use under and around playground
equipment.”

Mrs. Sokol and other residents

continued to attend meetings and,
she said, “inquired about the wisdom
of the use of hard surfaces in the play
area.”

The Recreation Commission urged
her to wait until the project was
completed, she said. However, she
noted that her concerns only esca-
lated when the play equipment was
installed and she saw how close it
was to the concrete wall.

In the original plans from consult-
ing firm Kinsey and Associates, a
concrete patio between the play
equipment and the swings had been
proposed, Councilman Sullivan ex-
plained. The Recreation Commis-
sion did not approve constructing a
patio, but the proposed wall that was
part of the plan remained. Without
the patio, there was no reason to have
the wall, he pointed out.

Recreation Director Glenn Burrell
admitted that not enough attention
was paid to the details of the plan.

He noted that the Parks and Fields
Subcommittee recommended the re-
moval of what he called “three-quar-
ters of the wall.”

In an effort to prevent something

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Westfield to Miss Affordable Housing Deadline;
Discussions to Continue by Town Council

By LILLIAN DUGGAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield will not meet the June
6 deadline for the state’s Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH)
six-year certification, according to
Town Attorney Wil l iam S.
Jeremiah, 2nd.

After June 6, the town must either
apply for interim certification or
obtain COAH approval through the
court system.

COAH was created by the state
legislature in 1985 to monitor local
compliance with two 1983 state Su-
preme Court decisions known as
Mount Laurel I and II. Under the
Mount Laurel rulings, each New Jer-
sey municipality must reserve a por-
tion of its present and future housing
for low- to moderate-income fami-
lies.

The town was advised of the up-
coming deadline in July 1999. At
that time, Mr. Jeremiah told The
Westfield Leader that the town would
meet the deadline.

There had been no recent discus-
sion of the issue of the certification
deadline until Tuesday night’s coun-
cil meeting.

Mr. Jeremiah, however, stated that
he had planned to update the council
on the issue during its Executive
Session on Tuesday.

Westfield Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim said the issue actually was
brought up briefly during the public
session of the council meeting Tues-
day. He added that the discussion
resulted in no concrete results and
the council members were waiting
for a report from Town Planner Blais
Brancheau of Robert Degnan and
Associates.

There is “no sense of urgency in
the June 6 deadline,” Mayor Jardim
commented. “We can always go for
substantive certification” from
COAH.

Both Mr. Jeremiah and Mr.
Sullivan believe that Westfield is in
complete compliance with COAH.
According to Mr. Jeremiah, a re-
port on the Town’s COAH status is
expected from Mr. Brancheau soon,
although not before the June 6 dead-
line.

As set forth in the Fair Housing
Act, COAH assigns each municipal-
ity a specific number of affordable
housing units. The number is deter-
mined by a formula that takes into
account each town’s vacant land,
average income, and non-residential
ratables (a figure derived from a
property’s assessed value and the
amount of tax revenue it generates
for the town).

A town can achieve its COAH

number by building new affordable
housing units or rehabilitating exist-
ing housing. It can also meet part of
its obligation by making a regional
contribution of funds to construct or
rehabilitate housing in nearby towns.
Westfield has made such a contribu-
tion.

Westfield’s master plan includes
several provisions for meeting the
COAH number. Among them is the
rezoning of Williams Nursery on
Springfield Avenue to allow the de-
velopment of affordable housing on
the site if the nursery ever goes out of
business.

Edward Williams, part owner of
Williams Nursery, told The Westfield
Leader that he has been fighting the
rezoning of his property “for years,”
but that “Our (the Williams’ family’s)
intention is to stay here as long as we
can” in spite of numerous offers from
developers to purchase the property.

Mr. Sullivan expressed his desire
that the Nursery stay in business. He
feels that Williams is “a trememdous
asset to our community,” and would,
in fact, prefer that Westfield’s af-
fordable housing initiatives focus on
the downtown rather than on pre-
cious open space. He sees potential
for placing affordable housing units
on the second and third stories of
downtown buildings. Mr. Sullivan
hopes to open up discussion of such
a redirection in the Town Council.

Mr. Jardim said also, “I view our
affordable housing obligation as re-

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
GOD BLESS AMERICA…The vibrant red, white and blue of American flags were represented by these youngsters at
Westfield’s Memorial Day Parade.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
MARCHING WITH PRIDE…This gentleman is honored to march in the
Memorial Day Parade in Westfield on Monday amid groups of attendees who
enjoyed waving American flags.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
SPECIAL UNVEILING…Tom Mahoney and Lee Goldfarb reveal the plaque dedicated to those who served during the
attack at Pearl Harbor.
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Weingarten’s Lawyer Seeks
CRG Financial Disclosures

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With Primary election day less
than a week away, one of the four
Republican Seventh Congressional
District candidates has launched an
investigation to determine if any elec-
tion laws have been violated in re-
gard to literature distributed by an
outside political advocacy group.

The group is listed under Section
527 of the Internal Revenue Service
code and is exempt from disclosing
to the public a list of its contributors.

Known as the Accountability
Project of the Council for Respon-
sible Government (CRG), the group
has ripped two of the four Republi-
can Congressional candidates in the
Seventh District race, Joel
Weingarten and Tom Kean, Jr.

One piece of literature implied
contender Patrick Morrisey might be
behind the group by mentioning him

in a favorable light. Michael Ferguson
has not been mentioned. All of the
candidates have denied any involve-
ment with CRG.

Following the literature implying
that he might be behind CRG, Mr.
Morrisey commented, “It’s terrible
that a third party group is weighing
in on this race and doesn’t have the
guts to reveal who its donors are.”

“It’s rather convenient that this
group mentioned my name so that I
would get blamed for this mail piece.
Rest assured, I will get to the bottom
of this and expose the people who are
involved in these mailings.”

CRG literature depicts Mr.
Weingarten as a liberal tax and spend
state legislator, while criticizing Mr.
Kean for moving to New Jersey from
Massachusetts to seek the open Con-
gressional seat. Mr. Kean was a doc-
toral student at Tufts University when
he opted to purchase a home in

Westfield and launch his campaign.
As a 527, CRG is exempt under

federal election law and Internal
Revenue Service guidelines from list-
ing contributors and has no spending
limits.

Election law attorney John M.
Carbone of Carbone and Faase in
Ridgewood, who has been hired by
Mr. Weingarten, has sought inter-
vention by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office.

In addition, Mr. Morrisey, in a
letter dated May 25, asked Senator
John McCain to oppose “this highly
unethical and possibly illegal activ-
ity.” Mr. McCain had run on cam-
paign reform during his Presidential
bid.

CRG Chairman Gary Glenn, in a
written statement issued May 24,
said the organization “does not en-
dorse the election or defeat of candi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Seventh Congressional Candidates Gear Up
For Tuesday’s Primary Election Battles

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Eight candidates. Two political
parties. One open seat.

This Tuesday, Republicans and
Democrats will go to the polls to cast
tallies in one of the most hotly con-
tested Congressional primaries in the
nation.

With Congressman Bob Franks
vacating his House seat to run for the
open Senate seat of retiring Frank
Lautenberg, Republicans want to
hold on to the seat while Democrats
believe they have a real opportunity
to take the seat for the first time in
over 30 years.

The Seventh District seat, long
held by Republicans, has been listed
as a toss up in Roll Call, a Washing-
ton D. C. publication that covers the
House and Senate.

The race began last November
when candidates began filing with
the Federal Election Commission.

Republicans vying for the seat in-
clude a state legislator, Assembly-
man Joel Weingarten (R-21st) of
Millburn; an ex-Congressional aide
and son of a former Governor, Tom
Kean, Jr.; a community college pro-
fessor and former GOP Congressional
nominee from the neighboring Sixth
District, Michael Ferguson, and
former House Commerce Commit-
tee Counsel Patrick Morrisey.

Democrats include a former pros-
ecutor, ex-freeholder and current
Union County Manager, Michael J.
Lapolla; former Fanwood Mayor and
1998 Democratic Seventh District

nominee, Maryanne S. Connelly;
Warren Township Committeeman
Jeff Golkin, and civil rights activist
and openly gay candidate Joel Farley.

The primary races have featured
charges ranging from sexism sparked
by a radio spot against Mrs. Connelly
by Mr. Lapolla, to allegations of
district shopping by Mr. Ferguson
from his opponents.

In addition, an investigation of
possible election law violations was
underway at press time by an attor-

ney hired by Mr. Weingarten, based
on negative literature sent out by an
outside group known as the Council
for Responsible Government. (See
related story on Page 1).

Going into Tuesday’s election,
Sujata Tejwani, Mrs. Connelly’s
Campaign Manager, stated that the
campaign is in a strong position to
squeak out a victory.

“We feel very good about it (the
race). We are happy the voters will
finally have their say on Tuesday. We

are looking forward to the results,”
she said.

Her counterpart, Lapolla Cam-
paign Manager Angie Bowen, said
Tuesday that the campaign is now
“shifting into our get out the vote
effort.” She said that effort is focused
on organization support.

Mr. Lapolla has received support
to run on organization lines with
Presidential nominee-elect Al Gore
and United States Senate candidate
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vamping and rehabilitating those ex-
isting units we already have in town.
We’re fully developed.”
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like this from happening in the fu-
ture, the Town Council has begun
discussion of a plan to have propos-
als like those for the playground at
Sycamore Field reviewed by Town
Engineer Kenneth B. Marsh’s office.

The removal of the wall was per-
formed by the DPW with a rented
piece of equipment at a cost of $350
per day, Mr. Marsh said. It took three
days to complete the work, for a total
of $1,050.

This is less than what the removal
originally was expected to cost. Of-
ficials had estimated that the re-
moval would cost between $8,000
and $10,000.

Councilman Gregory S.
McDermott said that the DPW should
be recognized for its speed in taking
the wall down.

Mr. Sullivan said he hopes the
town has learned from its “mistakes
on this small project because we
have some multi-million dollar
projects coming up.”

Mrs. Sokol said the Recreation
Commission should be applauded
for “attempting to rectify the situa-
tion.” She also said that the removal
“gives us a hope that we will have
our playground back soon and it will
be an improved area for the kids.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Sycamore
Field

Westfield Pool Opens
Saturday, June 3

WESTFIELD – Westfield Me-
morial Pool opens for the season
on Saturday, June 3. It will be
open from noon to 8 p.m.

The pool also will be open
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Sun-
day and during next week, June
5 through 9, from 4 to 8 p.m.

On Saturday, June 10, the pool
will begin its regular seasonal
hours of 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on
weekends and noon to 8:30 p.m.
on weekdays.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
ENJOYING THE PARADE…A mother and daughter attend the Memorial Day Parade in Westfield on Monday as it
traveled along East Broad Street.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING THOSE WHO SERVED…Pearl Harbor survivors stand at
attention and honor the American flag during a special ceremony at Echo Lake
Park on Sunday. The event paid tribute to the men and women who sacrificed
their lives during the attack at Pearl Harbor, while unveiling a plaque in their
memory.
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Meeting for Residents
On Brightwood Park

Rescheduled for June 6
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Recreation Commission has sched-
uled Tuesday, June 6, as the makeup
date to hear residents’ recommenda-
tions concerning improvements to
Brightwood Park. The meeting will
start at 7 p.m. in the parking lot off of
Prospect Street.

Originally scheduled for May 18,
the meeting was canceled due to
severe weather conditions.

Residents are invited to walk the
park grounds and offer their ideas on
how to beautify and upgrade
Brightwood.

The improvements will be funded
from an unused 1998 Pocket Park
grant of $15,000 from Union County.
Although suggested improvements
include the purchase of aerators for
the ponds, re-paving of walkways
and the purchase of picnic tables,
final recommendations have not been
forwarded to the Town Council.

A Guide for Finding
Candidates Tuesday
ELIZABETH — The Union

County Clerk’s Office has mailed
election ballots for this Tuesday’s
Primary Election.

For the Democrats, the Union
County Organization Line, as en-
dorsed by the county committee, can
be found in Column A. The column
is headed by Presidential nominee-
elect Al Gore, United States Senate
candidate Jon S. Corzine, Congres-
sional hopeful Michael J. Lapolla
and Freeholder candidates Deborah
Scanlon, Alexander Mirabella and
Chester Holmes.

Column B includes a line of candi-
dates running with United States Sen-
ate contender Jim Florio. This line
includes Congressional candidate
Maryanne S. Connelly, County Clerk
contender Stanley J. Moskal and
Freeholder hopefuls Becky McHugh,
Steven J. Madonna and Pat Fallon.
Congressional candidates Joel Farley
and Jeff Golkin can be found under
Lines D and E, respectively.

For Republicans, Congressional
hopeful Michael Ferguson heads a
line under Column A, which includes
County Clerk candidate Christopher
Dean and Freeholder hopefuls Alice
Dean, Elizabeth A. LaRosa and Wil-
liam A. Milligan. A line headed by
Senate candidate James W. Treffinger
is under column B, along with County
Clerk hopeful Leslie Pleasant, Jr.
and Freeholder candidates Mercedes
Fernandez, James Petrecca and Craig
Clawson.

The Union County Republican
Committee’s endorsed candidates
appear under Column C. They in-
clude Senate candidate Bob Franks,
Congressional candidate Joel
Weingarten, County Clerk hopeful
Eric Urbano and Freeholder candi-
dates Wally K. Shackell, Jr., Esther
D. Guzman-Malcolm and Al Dill.

Senate candidate Murray Sabrin
appears under Column D. Presiden-
tial nominee-elect George W. Bush
can be found under Column E, with
Senate contender William L.
Gormley and Congressional candi-
date Tom Kean, Jr.

Congressional contender Patrick
Morrisey is under Column F, with
Presidential hopeful Alan Keyes.

dates for federal office.
“The Council for Responsible

Government exists for the purpose
of influencing elections. We raise
issues, as is our guaranteed right
under the First Amendment to the
Constitution, for the purpose of get-
ting facts to voters they might not
otherwise receive,” he stated.

The CRG literature accused Mr.
Kean of never having held a job in
the private sector. Mr. Kean worked
for the Environmental Protection
Agency and was a staffer in Con-
gressman Bob Franks’ Washington
office. He was, he has noted, an
instructor for graduate students at
Tufts.

Mr. Weingarten was accused of
raising taxes through votes in the
State Legislature at a rate higher
than former Governor Jim Florio and
approving appropriations for office
furniture for legislators.

Angered by the pieces, which he
said are factually wrong, Mr.
Weingarten hired Mr. Carbone. Mr.
Carbone has sought to examine
records of A&E Mailers of Plainfield
which, he indicated, has the bulk
mailing permit for CRG.

“The citizens of this district are
turned off by the flood of anony-
mous and malicious attacks against
my record,” Mr. Weingarten stated.
“It is time we unmask the source of
these scurrilous attacks.”

Weingarten campaign officials, in
trying to link CRG with Mr. Ferguson,
have alleged that CRG’s attorneys
also represent the National Right-to-
Life Committee and that Mr.
Ferguson’s father, Thomas, is in-
volved. The candidate’s wife,
Maureen, is a former lobbyist with
the Right-to-Life Committee, they
said.

Campaign officials also said CRG
was officially formed only four weeks
ago and that the group’s board does
not include any New Jersey resi-
dents.

Pro-Life groups, including The
National Right to Life Political Ac-
tion Committee, have backed Mr.
Ferguson.

Mr. Kean announced Tuesday that
he would file a legal complaint
against CRG in connection with re-
cent mailings which he said are de-
signed to “distort” his record.

“This complaint is being filed with
the FEC to put an end to these third-
party expenditures in violation of
federal law,” stated Kerry Koch, Mr.
Kean’s Campaign Manager.

Kelly Huff, a spokeswoman with
the Federal Election Commission,
explained that an organization can
distribute literature without filing
with the FEC, so long as it does not
endorse or ask people not to vote for
a particular candidate. By not filing
with the FEC, CRG also is exempt
from public disclosure.

The Weingarten campaign is seek-
ing to gain access to this information
to determine who is backing CRG.

Ms. Huff said 527 groups are per-
mitted to run issue-oriented litera-
ture which does not specifically tell
voters who to support in an election.

“It’s out of our jurisdiction,” she
said.

Weingarten’s Lawyer Seeks
CRG Financial Disclosures

Don Robinson, an Internal Rev-
enue Service spokesman, said 527
political organizations are exempt
from IRS public disclosure and thus
he could not release any information
on CRG.

Dave Golush of Westfield, repre-
senting the non-profit and non-parti-
san Common Cause of New Jersey,
said he was “outraged” to see that
third party groups have entered the
local Congressional race. Common
Cause has stated election laws must
be changed to end the current prac-
tice where 50 percent of a candidate’s
time is spent on fundraising.

He said criminal proceedings may
be necessary for candidates who do
not follow election guidelines.

“I know that may seem radical, but
I don’t know what else to do,” he
explained.

Mr. Ferguson, who has been ac-
cused of being behind CRG, issued a
statement on May 19 in which he
asked CRG to cease its “negative
tactics.”

“We must restore character and
integrity to our government and our
campaigns. The first step toward mak-
ing that happen is making sure these
negative campaign tactics stop. They
will only help the Democrats in the
fall,” he responded.

Jon Corzine in Union, Essex and
Middlesex Counties.

In Somerset, where Mr. Golkin
will run with Mr. Gore and Mr.
Corzine, Ms. Bowen explained that
Mr. Lapolla has been endorsed by
the mayors of the county’s three
largest towns: Franklin, Hillsboro
and Bridgewater.

Mr. Golkin has predicted he will
pick up 70 percent of the county’s
primary vote. While noting he has an
uphill battle, the candidate believes
he will be a factor in the final out-
come.

Ms. Bowen added that Somerset
County equals less than 50 percent
of the primary vote.

On the issues, Republicans have
concentrated on the tax burden paid
by New Jersey residents. Mr.
Weingarten said his priority would
be on cutting “wasteful” spending,
while Mr. Ferguson has called for
elimination of the Internal Revenue
Service, to be replaced by what he
characterized as a “fairer system.”
Mr. Morrisey has proposed a flat tax
of 17 percent.

Mr. Kean wants to cut federal regu-
lations that “disable” New Jersey
local school districts and govern-
ments from moving ahead on local
programs such as charter schools
and school vouchers.

Looking at Tuesday’s primary,
Kerri Koch, Mr. Kean’s campaign
manager, commented, “We think the
key is just going to be about turn
out.” She said Mr. Kean would ben-
efit from a large number of Republi-
can voters heading to the polls.

She believes the congressional
race, coupled with Mr. Franks’ Sen-
ate bid and his popularity among
Republican voters, will yield a large
number of people at the polls.

Democrats have focused on gun
control and education issues. Mr.
Farley has proposed full tax credits
for teachers on their federal income
taxes to raise the level of quality in
the profession. Mr. Lapolla and Mrs.
Connelly support increased funding
for the Head Start program.

Candidates on both sides of the
political aisle favor securing So-
cial Security and providing a pre-

Congressional Candidates Gear Up
For Tuesday’s Primary Elections

scription drug benefit for seniors
within the Medicare program. Mr.
Lapolla has proposed increasing
Social Security benefits to women
so that the benefits are more in line
with what men receive. He also
favors crediting women up to five
years for the time they devote to
child rearing so they are no longer
penalized in Social Security pay
outs.

Mr. Kean also differs from his
opponents on abortion, an issue in
which he is pro-choice. Mr.
Ferguson has been endorsed by pro-
life groups, while Mr. Morrisey has
said he is pro-life but favors excep-
tions such as for rape and incest
and when the mother’s life is at
risk.

Daniel Quinonez, manager of Mr.
Ferguson’s campaign, said the can-
didate is getting his message across
and believes he is the leader in the
race.

“It’s a little like we are the horse
in front and we just have to get to
the finish line,” he said in describ-
ing the race.

He indicated the candidate is poll-
ing well among conservative vot-
ers and that the remainder of the
vote will be split among Mr.
Weingarten and Mr. Kean, espe-
cially in Union County.

A Weingarten spokesman com-
mented, “I think (Joel) Weingarten
is going to secure the Republican
vote and the remaining candidates
will split the carpetbagger vote,” a
reference to Mr. Ferguson, Mr. Kean
and Mr. Morrisey, all of whom who
moved into the district late last
year, at which point they launched
their campaigns.

Mr. Morrisey has described him-
self as the only “self-made” man in
the race, having put himself through
college and law school. The candi-
date also has said he is using his
personal savings to help fund his
campaign.

“I’m optimistic. I think we ran a

very strong campaign and put our-
selves in a position to win,” Mr.
Morrisey stated. He said his mes-
sage of “substance” has carried well
with voters.

The candidate feels his biggest
support will come in Westfield,
where he currently resides and runs
his downtown campaign office.

Deadline for Absentee
Ballots This Monday
ELIZABETH — The Union

County Clerk’s Office will be
open this Saturday, June 3, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. to serve voters who
need absentee ballot applications
and ballots for the Primary Elec-
tion to be held this Tuesday, June
6.

Mail-in applications cannot be
accepted if they are postmarked
after May 30. Walk-in applications
will be accepted until 3 p.m. on
Monday, June 5, in Elizabeth.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
has urged voters who need absen-
tee ballot applications to apply as
soon as possible to her office in
the Union County Courthouse, 2
Broad Street, Elizabeth.

Ms. Rajoppi said her office has
processed more than 1,500 absen-
tee ballots to date for the Primary
which will include Presidential,
U.S. Senate, House of Represen-
tatives, County Clerk, Freeholder
and municipal contests.

Westfield Explores Program
To Limit Use of Pesticides

By LAWRENCE HENRY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD —Westfield Mayor
Thomas C. Jardim said that “at some
time in the near future,” he would like
to bring an Integrated Pesticide Man-
agement (IPM) program before the
Town Council “and ask them to adopt
it as a program” for use in the care of
town lands.

IPM is a recognized method of lim-
iting pesticide and herbicide use in the
care of lawns, parks, and buildings. An
IPM method is currently employed by
the Westfield Public Schools.

The Mayor told The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that he has been discussing
the issue with Westfield resident
Harvey Roberson.

Mr. Roberson, who has ties to an
anti-pesticide activist organization in
Marlton called Environmental Fed-
eration, has been agitating locally to
eliminate pesticide and herbicide use
on public lands.

Mr. Roberson, who said
“Homeowners are the worst,” would
also like to have the Westfield schools
adopt an environmental education pro-
gram so children “can bring some-
thing home to their parents” to influ-
ence them against weed and bug kill-
ers.

The Mayor seems to agree with Mr.
Roberson. Mayor Jardim has also spo-
ken with Jane Nagaki of the New
Jersey Environmental Federation.

“The council briefly discussed the

(pesticide/herbicide) issue in mid to
late 1999,” the Mayor said, “and there
was a sense that the council would be
amenable to formally adopting a pro-
gram for the town. Since that time, I’ve
been putting together some materials
and getting the administrative staff to
review those materials and research the
issue.

“I’d like to adopt (IPM) as a formal
policy of the town and to get the word
out to the community as to what the
residents could do to adopt non-toxic,
no-pesticide means of maintaining their
properties.”

The Mayor noted that many other
New Jersey towns have adopted IPM
programs.

“Madison is a prime example,” he
said.

Dr. William B. Bonsall, a member
of the Westfield Recreation Com-
mission, would support an IPM pro-
gram.

“From a safety standpoint, it would
make sense to use something a little
more natural than harsh chemicals,”
Dr. Bonsall said. He said that falls on
athletic fields can cause abrasions.
“Chemicals can get right into the skin,”
he said.

The Mayor said the Town Council
has not specifically done a cost-benefit
analysis.

It appears, he said, that an IPM pro-
gram “tends to be somewhat more la-
bor-intensive than just spraying a pes-
ticide on the grass, so that could be a
drawback.”

Roundtable Discussions
Begin Monday at 7 p.m.

WESTFIELD – The first of a se-
ries of roundtable community dis-
cussions in Westfield will be held on
Monday, June 5, at 7 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street in Westfield.

The topic will be “The Erosion of
Civility and Community Participa-
tion.”

The public is invited to attend.
The series will focus on topics

identified by a planning group of
Westfield citizens convened by
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim in Janu-
ary.

Sen. McCain Blasts
CRG on Behalf

Of Local Candidates
As The Westfield Leader and

The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood went to press yester-
day, Arizona U.S. Senator and
former Republican Presidential
candidate John McCain issued a
statement denouncing the Coun-
cil for Responsible Government
(CRG).

“A new assault on our nation’s
campaign finance laws was re-
cently brought to my attention by
Tom Kean, Jr. and Patrick
Morrisey.

“There is nothing ‘responsible’
at all about the Council for Re-
sponsible Government,” Senator
McCain said. “The CRG is the
latest poster child in the battle for
real and meaningful campaign
finance reform.

“The people of the Seventh Dis-
trict deserve a real primary de-
bate between the candidates with-
out the interference of Washing-
ton soft money. I congratulate
those candidates willing to take a
tough stand against this soft
money invasion,” he concluded.

Be Sure to
Vote  on
June  6


