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Police, Fire Heads Give Conditions
For Club Malibu Liquor Renewal

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The heads of the Scotch Plains
police and fire departments laid out
conditions under which they could
possibly support the renewal of the
liquor license for Club Malibu, the
Terrill Road nightclub on the border
of Plainfield and Scotch Plains that
has been closed for the past 18
months.

At a hearing on May 25 — the
third since late February — Kenneth
Lipstein, acting as Township Pros-
ecutor, wrapped up his case concern-
ing the club before the Township
Council, which serves as the local
alcoholic beverage control author-
ity. Mr. Lipstein questioned both

Police Chief Thomas O’Brien and
Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis.

Chief O’Brien listed 13 separate
conditions he would like to see in-
corporated into any liquor license
renewal for Club Malibu, which shut
its doors in January 1999, two months
after a fatal shooting in the parking
lot of the establishment.

Mr. O’Brien said his main con-
cerns were crowd control, especially
outside the nightspot, and the overall
noise levels – something neighbors
of the club had complained about at
a previous hearing in late March.

Among Mr. O’Brien’s recommen-
dations were creation of a desig-
nated area, set off by a fence or
stanchions, where patrons would line

up to enter the premises; a limit on
the number of people allowed to wait
outside for admittance once the club’s
600-person capacity has been
reached, and having patrons enter
and exit the premises through the
same door instead of having several
doors available for this purpose.

He also recommended equipping
all doors not formally used for enter-
ing and exiting with alarms and se-
curity cameras to prevent any at-
tempts at entry or exit; making cer-
tain the music volume level was not
disturbing to local residents; main-
taining a security staff of at least six
persons inside the club and ensuring
they remain on-site until all patrons
have left the premises.

In addition, Mr. O’Brien said Club
Malibu should be required to pro-
vide the Police Department with con-
tact information for the
establishment’s management and
owners in case of an emergency; to
install adequate lighting in the park-
ing lot and to hire a minimum of
three uniformed police officers for
outside security.

When questioned by Mr. Lipstein
and Neil Cohen, the attorney for
Rayric Corporation, the new owner
of Malibu that is seeking the liquor
license renewal, Mr. O’Brien said
he’d like to see a limit of 30 persons
waiting on line for admittance once
the capacity inside the club had been
reached.

The Police Chief told Mr. Lipstein
that in the two years prior to its
closing, Club Malibu had the most
police calls of any address in Scotch
Plains.

Despite his conditions, Mr.
O’Brien said he was still formally
objecting to the liquor license re-
newal, “based on the conditions I
saw in the seven-eight months prior
to its closing and the lack of coopera-
tion I got from its management.” He
did admit to Mr. Cohen that he would
have a higher level of comfort if the
license was renewed and contained
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Take-Out Food Business Okayed
For Former Village Travel Site

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Following a three-hour public hear-
ing, the Fanwood Planning Board
gave its nod May 24 for a Chinese
takeout food business to open in the
former Village Travel offices at South
and Martine Avenues.

The site, which has been vacant
for more than six months, is one of
three adjoining retail units located
in a single building that fronts South
Avenue. Village Travel has since re-
located to Plainfield. A second unit
in the building is also vacant, while
the third is occupied by a dry clean-
ing business.

Steve Cheung of Warren, who al-
ready owns several similar establish-
ments, plans to lease space from the
owner of the building for his newest
venture. The name of the future busi-
ness was not specified.

According to Mr. Cheung, the es-
tablishment will be open seven days
a week, from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. He
anticipated that peak hours will be
between noon and 1:30 p.m. and
from 5 to 8:30 p.m., and predicted
most of his business would occur on
the weekends.

The applicant said four or five
employees will staff the business and
will carpool to and from their work-
place in a single vehicle. He said
customers will have the options of
placing their orders in person or call-
ing them in and picking them up, but

the business will not make deliver-
ies.

A non-illuminated, aluminum
identification sign will be attached
to the building’s facade, Mr. Cheung
said. He confirmed that his business
would share an enclosed dumpster at
the rear of the property with the
building’s other commercial occu-
pants.

While eager for existing vacancies
in the downtown to be filled by vi-
able businesses, board members were
strongly concerned about parking
availability at the building, which
was determined to be insufficient for
the three commercial units there.

Board members were equally con-
cerned about the potential impact of
the new business on traffic at South
and Martine. The intersection is lo-
cated in the heart of Fanwood’s busi-
ness district and is the busiest in the
borough.

Mr. Cheung testified that he ex-
pects to handle between 15 and 20
customers per hour, although he pre-
dicted each would stay less than five
minutes in the course of picking up
their orders. He noted that economy-
size vans would deliver supplies to
the establishment three times a week.

In addition to citing the takeout
business as a permitted use, Plainfield
attorney Steven A. Caputo, repre-
senting the applicant, argued that the
business would represent a less in-
tense use than the travel agency,

which had occupied the corner space
for some 20 years.

He also emphasized that the take-
out business would require only 11
parking spaces, according to calcu-
lations by Zoning Officer Nancy
Koederitz, as opposed to the 20 which

William A. Burke for The Times
KEYNOTE SPEAKER…Retired Naval Captain Joseph Duff speaks to crowds of attendees during a service at the
Fanwood Memorial Library to remember those men and women who served our country. Captain Duff was Grand
Marshal of the parade.

William A. Burke for The Times
RIDING THROUGH THE PARADE…This 1925 Model T participated with other antique automobiles during a parade
held in the Township of Scotch Plains to honor veterans.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
A NIGHT TO REMEMBER…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students pose for a picture before proceeding to their
prom which was held at the Berkeley Plaza in Berkeley Heights. Pictured, left to right, are: Nicole Caruso, Becky Vilim,
Sarah Vilim, Lauren Akselrod, Renee Holowka, Lauren Regenthal and Melissa Cicalese.
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Congressional Candidates Gear Up
For Tuesday’s Primary Elections

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

Eight candidates. Two political
parties. One open seat.

This Tuesday, Republicans and
Democrats will go to the polls to cast
tallies in one of the most hotly con-
tested Congressional primaries in the
nation.

With Congressman Bob Franks
vacating his House seat to run for the
open Senate seat of retiring Frank
Lautenberg, Republicans want to
hold on to the seat while Democrats
believe they have a real opportunity
to take the seat for the first time in
over 30 years.

The Seventh District seat, long
held by Republicans, has been listed
as a toss up in Roll Call, a Washing-
ton D. C. publication that covers the

House and Senate.
The race began last November

when candidates began filing with
the Federal Election Commission.

Republicans vying for the seat in-
clude a state legislator, Assembly-
man Joel Weingarten (R-21st) of
Millburn; an ex-Congressional aide
and son of a former Governor, Tom
Kean, Jr.; a community college pro-
fessor and former GOP Congressional
nominee from the neighboring Sixth
District, Michael Ferguson, and
former House Commerce Commit-
tee Counsel Patrick Morrisey.

Democrats include a former pros-
ecutor, ex-freeholder and current
Union County Manager, Michael J.
Lapolla; former Fanwood Mayor and
1998 Democratic Seventh District
nominee, Maryanne S. Connelly;

Warren Township Committeeman
Jeff Golkin, and civil rights activist
and openly gay candidate Joel Farley.

The primary races have featured
charges ranging from sexism sparked
by a radio spot against Mrs. Connelly
by Mr. Lapolla, to allegations of
district shopping by Mr. Ferguson
from his opponents.

In addition, an investigation of
possible election law violations was
underway at press time by an attor-
ney hired by Mr. Weingarten, based
on negative literature sent out by an
outside group known as the Council
for Responsible Government. (See
related story on Page 1).

Going into Tuesday’s election,
Sujata Tejwani, Mrs. Connelly’s
Campaign Manager, stated that the
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Weingarten’s Lawyer Seeks
CRG Financial Disclosures

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

With Primary election day less
than a week away, one of the four
Republican Seventh Congressional
District candidates has launched an
investigation to determine if any elec-
tion laws have been violated in re-
gard to literature distributed by an
outside political advocacy group.

The group is listed under Section
527 of the Internal Revenue Service
code and is exempt from disclosing
to the public a list of its contributors.

Known as the Accountability
Project of the Council for Respon-
sible Government (CRG), the group
has ripped two of the four Republi-
can Congressional candidates in the
Seventh District race, Joel
Weingarten and Tom Kean, Jr.

One piece of literature implied
contender Patrick Morrisey might be
behind the group by mentioning him
in a favorable light. Michael Ferguson
has not been mentioned. All of the
candidates have denied any involve-

ment with CRG.
Following the literature implying

that he might be behind CRG, Mr.
Morrisey commented, “It’s terrible
that a third party group is weighing
in on this race and doesn’t have the
guts to reveal who its donors are.”

“It’s rather convenient that this
group mentioned my name so that I
would get blamed for this mail piece.
Rest assured, I will get to the bottom
of this and expose the people who are
involved in these mailings.”

CRG literature depicts Mr.
Weingarten as a liberal tax and spend
state legislator, while criticizing Mr.
Kean for moving to New Jersey from
Massachusetts to seek the open Con-
gressional seat. Mr. Kean was a doc-
toral student at Tufts University when
he opted to purchase a home in
Westfield and launch his campaign.

As a 527, CRG is exempt under
federal election law and Internal
Revenue Service guidelines from list-
ing contributors and has no spending
limits.

Election law attorney John M.
Carbone of Carbone and Faase in
Ridgewood, who has been hired by
Mr. Weingarten, has sought inter-
vention by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office.

In addition, Mr. Morrisey, in a
letter dated May 25, asked Senator
John McCain to oppose “this highly
unethical and possibly illegal activ-
ity.” Mr. McCain had run on cam-
paign reform during his Presidential
bid.

CRG Chairman Gary Glenn, in a
written statement issued May 24,
said the organization “does not en-
dorse the election or defeat of candi-
dates for federal office.

“The Council for Responsible
Government exists for the purpose of
influencing elections. We raise is-
sues, as is our guaranteed right under
the First Amendment to the Consti-
tution, for the purpose of getting
facts to voters they might not other-
wise receive,” he stated.
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Club Malibu
his recommendations.

Fire Chief Ellis recounted an early
1998 inspection of Club Malibu, saying
that 16 violations of the Fire Code had
been found, all of which were later cor-
rected. He said the club’s occupancy limit
was breached in the summer of 1998 and
an earlier attempt to have club manage-
ment formally mark off a fire lane was
unsuccessful.

Mr. Ellis then laid out the conditions he
would like to see incorporated in a liquor
license renewal, including having a count
of the number of patrons inside the pre-
mises be done electronically, rather than
by a hand-held device; video surveillance
of all doors; better control of the line
waiting to be admitted so that it doesn’t
block the fire line; prohibiting re-en-
trance to the club after leaving, instead
compelling such individuals to wait on
line; creation of a central control room
where management and Fire Department
officials could more easily monitor any
situation in the event of a problem; radio
contact between management inside the
club and security staff outside, and better-
marked fire lanes.

Questioned by Mr. Cohen, Mr. Ellis
said incorporating his ideas into a liquor
license renewal would “alleviate some of
my fears.”

The hearings will be concluded this
month, with the council voting on the
renewal before the start of July.

 David B. Corbin for The Times
NEW BUSINESS DUE…The Fanwood Planning Board last week approved a bid by Warren resident Steve Cheung to open
a Chinese food takeout business on the former site of Village Travel at the intersection of South and Martine Avenues.

Fanwood GOP Events
Include Talk, Fundraiser

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Re-
publican Club has invited members of the
community to attend a presentation on
estate and financial planning at the Com-
munity House at the Fanwood train station
on North Avenue.

Certified financial planner Carolyn
Podchaski of Podchaski Associates will be
the guest speaker.

The Republican Club will also hold a
wine and cheese fundraiser honoring
Fanwood Borough Council candidates
Carol Wood and Council President Joel
Whitaker tomorrow, Friday, June 2, at 7
p.m. The event will take place at the home
of Sophie Kauchak, Club President, at 16
Oak Court in Fanwood. The cost is $25 per
person.

The club will meet on Monday, June 5.
Refreshments will be served. There will be
no club meetings during the months of
July and August. A picnic is being planned
for Sunday, August 20. For more informa-
tion about the wine and cheese event or the
picnic, please call Ms. Kauchak at (908)
322-3241.

Morrisey
Preserve Social Security � Republican For CongressP

a
tr

ic
k Paid for by Morrisey for Congress, Steve Skapper, Treasurer

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
PRE-PROM PICNICKING…These pupils from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School enjoy a picnic before attending
their prom. Pictured, left to right, are: A.J. Sanchez, Vincent Saggese, Ryan Vasnelis, Mohamad Shaalan, Mike Natale,
center, Mike Tripet, Jordan Rogowsky, and A.J. Romeo.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

A Guide for Finding
Candidates Tuesday
ELIZABETH — The Union County

Clerk’s Office has mailed election ballots
for this Tuesday’s Primary Election.

For the Democrats, the Union County
Organization Line, as endorsed by the
county committee, can be found in Col-
umn A. The column is headed by Presiden-
tial nominee-elect Al Gore, United States
Senate candidate Jon S. Corzine, Congres-
sional hopeful Michael J. Lapolla and
Freeholder candidates Deborah Scanlon,
Alexander Mirabella and Chester Holmes.

Column B includes a line of candidates
running with United States Senate con-
tender Jim Florio. This line includes Con-
gressional candidate Maryanne S.
Connelly, County Clerk contender Stanley
J. Moskal and Freeholder hopefuls Becky
McHugh, Steven J. Madonna and Pat
Fallon. Congressional candidates Joel
Farley and Jeff Golkin can be found under
Lines D and E, respectively.

For Republicans, Congressional hope-
ful Michael Ferguson heads a line under
Column A, which includes County Clerk
candidate Christopher Dean and Freeholder
hopefuls Alice Dean, Elizabeth A. LaRosa
and William A. Milligan. A line headed by
Senate candidate James W. Treffinger is
under column B, along with County Clerk
hopeful Leslie Pleasant, Jr. and Freeholder
candidates Mercedes Fernandez, James
Petrecca and Craig Clawson.

The Union County Republican
Committee’s endorsed candidates appear
under Column C. They include Senate
candidate Bob Franks, Congressional can-
didate Joel Weingarten, County Clerk hope-
ful Eric Urbano and Freeholder candidates
Wally K. Shackell, Jr., Esther D. Guzman-
Malcolm and Al Dill.

Senate candidate Murray Sabrin ap-
pears under Column D. Presidential nomi-
nee-elect George W. Bush can be found
under Column E, with Senate contender
William L. Gormley and Congressional
candidate Tom Kean, Jr.

Congressional contender Patrick
Morrisey is under Column F, with Presi-
dential hopeful Alan Keyes.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Firms to Prepare Plans
For Various SPF Schools

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At its May 25
business meeting, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education authorized
two architectural firms to prepare plans
and educational specifications regarding
the proposed renovation and new con-
struction programs in the school district.

Faridy Thorne Fraytak Architects/Plan-
ners, P.C. was asked to submit plans for
new construction at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS), Terrill
Middle School and Coles Elementary
School.

The firm designed SPFHS in 1954 and
subsequently designed its two additions.
Faridy Thorne Fraytak has also worked
on Brunner, Coles and McGinn Elemen-
tary Schools and Terrill Middle Schools
through the years.

When asked by Board member Ed-
ward J. Saridaki, Jr. how Faridy Thorne
Fraytak could have designed such an
“inefficient” addition to the high school,
Jamil E. Faridy could not recall the spe-
cifics behind the separate structure though
he remembered it being a “rush job.” He
acknowledged the addition was a “bad
design.”

In commenting on the work that needs
to be done now, Mr. Faridy stressed the
importance of looking at various options
for every project and the costs associated
with each alternative.

A big piece of Faridy Thorne Fraytak’s
services will include marketing the refer-
endum to the community of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. He emphasized the im-
portance of proving to the public that new
classrooms are needed where the district
says there are needed.

As the architect explained, when the
public asks the board and/or architect,
“Did you consider this?” they need to be
able to say “Yes.”

Potter Architects of Union will submit
plans regarding the renovation work
scheduled for Park Middle School and
School One, Brunner, Evergreen and
McGinn.

Senior partner Rich Potter emphasized
that “structural rebuilding” is his firm’s
specialty. He assured board members
that his firm has “never had a contract
dispute …never had a cost overrun...and
never had a job come in past the time
specifications.” The firm has overseen
school renovation projects in Union, Lin-
den, Ridgewood, Springfield and
Piscataway.

Potter Architects has divided the reno-
vation program for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood schools into two phases, which
are scheduled to be completed over a
two-year period. It has not been deter-
mined which schools will be included in
Phase One versus Phase Two.

“I think the board saw two firms that I
feel confident can do the job for them,”
said Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Anthony DelSordi at the con-
clusion of the architects’ presentations.
“I’m very confident they can meet our
timeline and give us a good product.”

The board approved selection of the
architects under the condition that the
language of their respective contracts
would be refined and approved by Board
President Theresa Larkin and Board At-
torney Casper Boehm prior to signing.

The district’s goal is to have the reno-
vations and new construction completed
for the start of the 2002 school year.

In other business, parent Bernadette
Lopez questioned the wisdom of the
board’s decision to eliminate Guided
Study Time (GST) at the middle schools.

Mrs. Lopez criticized the action as
doing a “grave disservice” to those chil-
dren who are part of the special education
program as well as those non-classified
students who require extra help.

Minutes from the single-period GST
were divided up among the rest of the
class periods with the intent of incorpo-
rating time for study skills into regular
class time, according to Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye.

The administration is considering in-
stituting a morning “zero period” before
the official start of school to offer extra

help to students.
Mrs. Lopez, however, suggested

school officials explore the possibil-
ity of creating two replacement read-
ing periods after school on Tuesdays
and Thursdays to coincide with the
late buses already scheduled for those
days to accommodate students’ ex-
tracurricular activities.

The administration will be meet-
ing with families to determine the
best approach for their individual
children.

In another matter, board members
approved a memo of agreement with
the International Brotherhood of
Teamsters Local 102 (representing
custodial and maintenance staff), put-
ting an end to two years of negotia-
tions between the parties.

The agreement has two parts: the
first, a retroactive agreement dated
January 1, 1999 through December
31, 1999; and the second, a three-
year agreement dated January 1, 2000
thorough December 31, 2002.

According to Mr. Saridaki, the
agreement adjusted the top levels of
the two salary guides in place for the
teamsters to ensure staff members at
those levels would be eligible to re-
ceive salary increases during the life
of the agreement.

campaign is in a strong position to squeak
out a victory.

“We feel very good about it (the race).
We are happy the voters will finally have
their say on Tuesday. We are looking
forward to the results,” she said.

Her counterpart, Lapolla Campaign
Manager Angie Bowen, said Tuesday
that the campaign is now “shifting into
our get out the vote effort.” She said that
effort is focused on organization support.

Mr. Lapolla has received support to
run on organization lines with Presiden-
tial nominee-elect Al Gore and United
States Senate candidate Jon Corzine in
Union, Essex and Middlesex Counties.

In Somerset, where Mr. Golkin will
run with Mr. Gore and Mr. Corzine, Ms.
Bowen explained that Mr. Lapolla has
been endorsed by the mayors of the
county’s three largest towns: Franklin,
Hillsboro and Bridgewater.

Mr. Golkin has predicted he will pick
up 70 percent of the county’s primary
vote. While noting he has an uphill battle,
the candidate believes he will be a factor
in the final outcome.

Ms. Bowen added that Somerset
County equals less than 50 percent of the
primary vote.

On the issues, Republicans have con-
centrated on the tax burden paid by New
Jersey residents. Mr. Weingarten said his
priority would be on cutting “wasteful”
spending, while Mr. Ferguson has called
for elimination of the Internal Revenue
Service, to be replaced by what he char-
acterized as a “fairer system.” Mr.
Morrisey has proposed a flat tax of 17
percent.

Mr. Kean wants to cut federal regula-
tions that “disable” New Jersey local
school districts and governments from
moving ahead on local programs such as
charter schools and school vouchers.

Looking at Tuesday’s primary, Kerri
Koch, Mr. Kean’s campaign manager,
commented, “We think the key is just
going to be about turn out.” She said Mr.
Kean would benefit from a large number
of Republican voters heading to the polls.

She believes the congressional race,
coupled with Mr. Franks’ Senate bid and
his popularity among Republican voters,
will yield a large number of people at the
polls.

Democrats have focused on gun con-
trol and education issues. Mr. Farley has
proposed full tax credits for teachers on
their federal income taxes to raise the
level of quality in the profession. Mr.
Lapolla and Mrs. Connelly support in-
creased funding for the Head Start pro-
gram.

Candidates on both sides of the politi-
cal aisle favor securing Social Security
and providing a prescription drug benefit
for seniors within the Medicare pro-
gram. Mr. Lapolla has proposed increas-
ing Social Security benefits to women so
that the benefits are more in line with
what men receive. He also favors credit-
ing women up to five years for the time
they devote to child rearing so they are no
longer penalized in Social Security pay
outs.

Mr. Kean also differs from his oppo-

Congressional Candidates Gear Up
For Tuesday’s Primary Elections
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had been calculated for the former travel
agency.

The latter figure, while higher than the
actual number of parking stalls on the
property, was based on the borough’s
current zoning ordinance.

Members of the board wrestled for
about an hour with how best to accom-
modate the applicant’s parking needs
while not setting a precedent under which
future petitioners looking to lease space
at the site might request parking provi-
sions too intense for the property.

Robert Mega, Board Attorney, advo-
cated creation of a “baseline” for the
amount of parking permitted on the lot as
a means of regulating intensity of use.

Board Chairman Gregory Cummings
concurred, saying a baseline would give
the borough control over the level of park-
ing while still permitting some flexibility.

He proposed that a certain number of
spaces could be designated for each of
the building’s commercial units, but that
all would be considered part of the com-
mon lot.

Borough Council President and Plan-
ning Board Liaison Joel Whitaker said he
would vote in favor of the appeal, so long
as it did not include a specific number of
parking spaces for the takeout business,
which he did not feel could be properly
calculated for each of the tenant units.

He argued that the board should actu-
ally be dealing with the owner of the
property – rather than individual tenants
– in terms of establishing parking provi-
sions.

He also proffered that if the tenants
sharing the commercial building could
not reach an agreement concerning park-
ing at the site themselves, the owner
could be asked to pursue supplemental
parking elsewhere.

Mr. Cummings did not share the same
sentiments, saying it was not the role of
the board to require a lot owner to acquire
additional property. He also noted the
scarcity of such land in the municipality
today.

He did express concern, however, over
the rate of customer turnover for the
takeout business, which would be sig-
nificantly greater than that for Village
Travel.

Rita Mandel of Scotch Plains, who
worked at Village for 13 years, testified
that the agency did mostly telephone and
corporate business and typically had no
more than four customers coming to the

Take-Out Food Business Okayed
For Former Village Travel Site

nents on abortion, an issue in which he is
pro-choice. Mr. Ferguson has been en-
dorsed by pro-life groups, while Mr.
Morrisey has said he is pro-life but favors
exceptions such as for rape and incest
and when the mother’s life is at risk.

Daniel Quinonez, manager of Mr.
Ferguson’s campaign, said the candidate
is getting his message across and be-
lieves he is the leader in the race.

“It’s a little like we are the horse in
front and we just have to get to the finish
line,” he said in describing the race.

He indicated the candidate is polling
well among conservative voters and that
the remainder of the vote will be split
among Mr. Weingarten and Mr. Kean,
especially in Union County.

A Weingarten spokesman commented,
“I think (Joel) Weingarten is going to
secure the Republican vote and the re-

maining candidates will split the carpet-
bagger vote,” a reference to Mr. Ferguson,
Mr. Kean and Mr. Morrisey, all of whom
who moved into the district late last year,
at which point they launched their cam-
paigns.

Mr. Morrisey has described himself as
the only “self-made” man in the race,
having put himself through college and
law school. The candidate also has said
he is using his personal savings to help
fund his campaign.

“I’m optimistic. I think we ran a very
strong campaign and put ourselves in a
position to win,” Mr. Morrisey stated. He
said his message of “substance” has car-
ried well with voters.

The candidate feels his biggest sup-
port will come in Westfield, where he
currently resides and runs his downtown
campaign office.

office per day.
Hank Friedrichs, the owner of the prop-

erty leased by Irma’s Hallmark on Martine
Avenue, located next door to the build-
ing, said he hoped traffic from the planned
takeout business would not spill over into
the Irma’s parking lot.

Borough Engineer Richard Marsden
also listed multiple concerns, particu-
larly about the interior flow of traffic in
the parking lot, as well as the business’s
impact on traffic at the intersection. He
noted that the business’s peak hours would
coincide with peak hours for traffic at
South and Martine.

While acknowledging the engineer’s
concerns, Mr. Caputo countered that the
layout of the property, including the park-
ing area, had been established over the
past half century. It is believed the build-
ing predates the borough’s current zon-
ing ordinance.

The board ultimately granted a vari-
ance for the 18 existing parking spaces
for the entire building. As a condition of
their endorsement of the application, the
board also requested that a study be done
of interior traffic flow on the lot, to be
approved by Borough Engineer Richard
Marsden.

The CRG literature accused Mr. Kean
of never having held a job in the private
sector. Mr. Kean worked for the Environ-
mental Protection Agency and was a staffer
in Congressman Bob Franks’ Washing-
ton office. He was, he has noted, an
instructor for graduate students at Tufts.

Mr. Weingarten was accused of raising
taxes through votes in the State Legisla-
ture at a rate higher than former Governor
Jim Florio and approving appropriations
for office furniture for legislators.

Angered by the pieces, which he said
are factually wrong, Mr. Weingarten hired
Mr. Carbone. Mr. Carbone has sought to
examine records of A&E Mailers of
Plainfield which, he indicated, has the
bulk mailing permit for CRG.

“The citizens of this district are turned
off by the flood of anonymous and mali-
cious attacks against my record,” Mr.
Weingarten stated. “It is time we unmask
the source of these scurrilous attacks.”

Weingarten campaign officials, in try-
ing to link CRG with Mr. Ferguson, have
alleged that CRG’s attorneys also repre-
sent the National Right-to-Life Commit-
tee and that Mr. Ferguson’s father, Tho-
mas, is involved. The candidate’s wife,
Maureen, is a former lobbyist with the
Right-to-Life Committee.

Campaign officials also said CRG was
officially formed only four weeks ago
and that the group’s board does not in-
clude any New Jersey residents.

Pro-Life groups, including The Na-
tional Right to Life Political Action Com-
mittee, have backed Mr. Ferguson.

Mr. Kean announced Tuesday that he
would file a legal complaint against CRG
in connection with recent mailings which
he said are designed to “distort” his record.

“This complaint is being filed with the
FEC to put an end to these third-party
expenditures in violation of federal law,”
stated Kerry Koch, Mr. Kean’s Campaign
Manager.

Kelly Huff, a spokeswoman with the
Federal Election Commission, explained
that an organization can distribute litera-
ture without filing with the FEC, so long
as it does not endorse or ask people not to
vote for a particular candidate. By not
filing with the FEC, CRG also is exempt
from public disclosure.

The Weingarten campaign is seeking
to gain access to this information to deter-
mine who is backing CRG.

Ms. Huff said 527 groups are permitted
to run issue-oriented literature which does
not specifically tell voters who to support
in an election.

“It’s out of our jurisdiction,” she said.
Don Robinson, an Internal Revenue

Service spokesman, said 527 political
organizations are exempt from IRS pub-
lic disclosure and thus he could not re-
lease any information on CRG.

Dave Golush of Westfield, represent-
ing the non-profit and non-partisan Com-
mon Cause of New Jersey, said he was
“outraged” to see that third party groups
have entered the local Congressional race.

Common Cause has stated election laws
must be changed to end the current prac-
tice where 50 percent of a candidate’s
time is spent on fundraising.

He said criminal proceedings may be
necessary for candidates who do not fol-
low election guidelines.

“I know that may seem radical, but I
don’t know what else to do,” he explained.

Mr. Ferguson, who has been accused of
being behind CRG, issued a statement on
May 19 in which he asked CRG to cease
its “negative tactics.”

“We must restore character and integ-
rity to our government and our cam-
paigns. The first step toward making that
happen is making sure these negative
campaign tactics stop. They will only
help the Democrats in the fall,” he re-
sponded.

Weingarten’s Lawyer Seeks
CRG Financial Disclosures

Deadline for Absentee
Ballots This Monday
ELIZABETH — The Union County

Clerk’s Office will be open this Saturday,
June 3, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. to serve voters
who need absentee ballot applications and
ballots for the Primary Election to be held
this Tuesday, June 6.

Mail-in applications cannot be accepted
if they are postmarked after May 30. Walk-
in applications will be accepted until 3
p.m. on Monday, June 5, in Elizabeth.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi has urged
voters who need absentee ballot applica-
tions to apply as soon as possible to her
office in the Union County Courthouse, 2
Broad Street, Elizabeth.

Ms. Rajoppi said her office has pro-
cessed more than 1,500 absentee ballots to
date for the Primary which will include
Presidential, U.S. Senate, House of Repre-
sentatives, County Clerk, Freeholder and
municipal contests.


