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Concepts &Thought
College Woman’s Club of Westfield Awards Five

Scholarships and Grants to Worthy Students
WESTFIELD — The College

Woman’s Club (CWC) of Westfield
has awarded three four-year scholar-
ships, two two-
year scholar-
ships, two
F r e s h m a n
grants and one
honorary grant
to a candidate
already attend-
ing college. This
year’s awards
will total over
$22,000.

The appli-
cants for all awards are considered
on the basis of academics, achieve-
ment, character, leadership and fi-
nancial need.

Four-year scholarships were
awarded to Jessica Wyckoff, who
received the Bauer Scholarship to-
taling $6,000. Monies from the 80th
Anniversary Award were granted to
Stephanie Bistak in the amount of
$4,000. Likewise, Jennifer Schembs
was awarded a $4,000 CWC scholar-
ship.

As well, Maura McMahon and
Linda Madorma were each awarded
$2,000 by the CWC. A CWC $1,000
freshman grant was presented to
Kathryn Bartholomew and Mary
Clancy was honored with the Eliza-
beth Naulty Award in the amount of
$1,000.

Selected for membership in the
National Honor Society, Jessica
Wyckoff, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Douglas Wyckoff, has main-
tained a 3.9 grade point average and
was designated Distinguished Honor
Roll, Honor Roll, and French Honor
Society. Jessica also participates in
the French Club and the Junior Opti-
mist Club.

Athletically,
Jessica was a
member of the
Westfield High
School (WHS)
Field Hockey
Team, was
named 2nd
Team All-
County and 2nd
Team All-Area
in the Star-Led-
ger.

Additionally,
she was given
Honorable Mention for the All-Area
Team in the Courier News and earned
a varsity letter in softball. While
working various jobs during her after
school hours, she has also volun-
teered with her church serving both
children and golden-agers. Jessica is
plans to attend Bucknell University.

National Honor Society and a Na-
tional Merit Commended Student,
Stefanie Bistak will attend Johns
Hopkins University in the fall. At
last year’s Award’s Night, Stefanie
was honored with the presentation of
the Stanford Book Award. Over the
past two summers, Stefanie partici-
pated in the Duke University and the
University of Virginia Writing Pro-

grams.
A member of the spring track team

and this year’s co-captain, Stefanie
is also a cross-country runner.

As President of the youth group of
First Baptist Church, Stefanie served
as the first-ever representative from
New Jersey at the national gathering
in Iowa. Additionally, Stefanie will
participate this
summer as a
youth represen-
tative to the na-
tional confer-
ence in Colo-
rado. A member
of the Concert
Choir, Stefanie
also enjoys par-
ticipation in the
Chancel Choir,
WHS Choraleers
and Chorale. She acts as the director
of the Cherub Choir at her church.
She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Steven Bistak.

A member of the National Honor
Society and a class representative for
the Class of 2000, Jennifer Schembs
has spent her extracurricular time on

the WHS field
hockey team.
She received the
coveted award
for “Most Im-
proved Defen-
sive Player”
from her team-
mates. Though
working various
part-time jobs
throughout high
school, partici-

pating in a competitive sports pro-
gram, Jennifer has maintained her
status on the school’s honor roll.

Jennifer volunteers at the Westfield
Community Center and with the Jun-
ior Optimist Club. In addition, her
civic interests include the Social
Action Coalition. As part of the com-
munity of St. Paul’s Church, Jennifer
serves on the Acolyte team and with
her church youth group. Jennifer is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dou-
glas Schembs and will attend Ramapo
College in the fall.

A National Honor Society mem-
ber, Maura McMahon has also been
honored as an Edward J. Bloustein
Distinguished Student and a National
Merit Commended Student. A mem-
ber of the National Latin Honor So-

ciety, Maura
earned a “Cum
Laude” on the
National Latin
Exam.

Athletically,
Maura has been
a tri-captain of
the varsity
cross-country
team and re-
ceived numer-
ous recogni-

tions for her athletic prowess, in-
cluding qualifying for both the cross-
country and indoor track “Meet of
Champions.” Maura has held part-

time jobs as a mother’s helper. She
plans to attend the College of Will-
iam and Mary in Williamsburg, Vir-
ginia in the fall. There, she will con-
tinue participating in varsity cross-
country and track. Maura is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joshua
McMahon.

Linda Madorma has been able to
balance both academics and athlet-
ics throughout her high school ca-
reer. A member of Who’s Who Among
American High Schools, Linda rou-
tinely has earned honor roll status. A
student advocate for the rights of the
disabled, Linda is the coordinator of
the “Kids on the Block” outreach
program here at WHS.

Additionally, Linda is a member
of the varsity track team. A peer
minister and
Girl Scout,
Linda has spent
numerous hours
vo lunteer ing
throughout the
community as a
d e d i c a t e d
young woman.
She works part-
time during
school and at an
away camp in
the summer.
Looking forward to the study of Me-
teorology, Linda will attend Ply-
mouth State College. Linda is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dominick
Madorma.

A member of the National Honor
Society and the French National
Honor Society, Katie has earned a
3.6 grade point average while at
WHS. She plans to attend Syracuse
University this fall with a major in
communications.

In addition to being named captain
of the high school varsity swim team,
which won the 1999 New Jersey
State Championship, Katie also

swims competitively for the Somerset
Hills Y. She has dedicated her cre-
ative energy to playing the flute,
both for the Holy Cross Lutheran
Church and the community of
Westfield in general.

Katie enjoys horseback riding and
is a member of
the Watchung
Stable Mounted
Troops. Katie is
the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs.
B r u c e
Bartholomew.

The eldest of
seven children,
Mary has ac-
cepted a place
among the New
York University

Class of 2004. Active in clubs and
volunteer activities, Mary has spent
many hours volunteering with the
Girl Scouts at Camp Hoover. A mem-
ber of the Key Club, Mary has also
been acknowledged for her accom-
plishments in German, winning 3rd
place in the William Paterson Poetry
Competition.

As a Merit Mentor, Mary works
with elementary school children tu-
toring within the academic field. Her
contribution to the FLAG (Foreign
Language Appreciation Group) has
earned her the respect of peers and
teachers as well. With a strong desire
to major in education, Mary hopes to
earn a teaching degree and possibly

work with spe-
cial needs chil-
dren. Mary is the
daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Rob-
ert Clancy.

For the sec-
ond year, the
C o l l e g e
Woman’s Club
has granted a
young woman
already attend-
ing college

monies to complete an education. A
former recipient of a CWC award,
Maggie Diggory has earned the high-
est respect from her professors while
in college. Her teachers praised her
integrity and enthusiasm for learn-
ing.

Maggie was named “Outstanding
Scholar in Philosophy and Religion”
which was awarded to her in 1999 as
a Student Scholar from Union
County College. She earned a 4.0
during her second year.

Over the course of her past two
years, Maggie was named to the
Dean’s List and Phi Theta Kappa
International Honor Society, plus
the President’s High Honor List.
Hoping to continue her studies at
Drew University to earn her educa-
tion degree, Maggie looks forward
to being in a classroom inspiring her
students. She considers teaching
high school English her dream. She
is also a student ambassador on cam-
pus. Maggie is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Gordon Diggory.

Lastly, the young woman, earn-
ing the highest rank in the Class of
2000, will be granted a $500 gift
from the club as a token of the
respect the club holds for academic
excellence. This award will be given
at the graduation ceremony on June
21.

All scholarship fund donations
are gratefully accepted and may be
sent to the CWC, P.O. Box 2699,
Westfield, 07091.

WE LOVE THE EARTH…In celebration of Earth Day 2000, the children of the
McGinn Elementary School in Scotch Plains participated in a school wide
project under the direction of art teacher, Sanford Harlan. The pupils deco-
rated brown paper bags with logos, pictures and earth day slogans. The bags
were returned to a local ShopRite to be used by their customers for their
groceries. The store’s managers were impressed with the decorated bags and
they brought many a smile to the shoppers’ faces. Pictured, are, Sanford Harlan
and Sondra Chernoff with class members.
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Twelve Scholarships Given
By Musical Club of Westfield

WESTFIELD — At the annual lun-
cheon of the Musical Club of Westfield
on May 17, Scholarship Awards Chair-
women Sondra Tamman and Helene
Frieland announced the names of the 12
recipients of this year’s awards. There are
nine students already studying at the
college level with assistance from the
club, plus three new students.

These awards, granted after individual
auditions, are based on the candidate’s
musical performance, desire to continue
musical studies and on financial need.

The three new award winners are Ed-
ward Jackson, Gerard Kavinski and
James Ian Patt.

Edward is a 2000 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. A drum-
mer and percussionist since he was a
young child, he has participated in every
performing instrumental group in school
since the sixth grade.

He has been a drummer for the
“Moonglowers” Jazz Band during all
four of his high school years. He has won
numerous outstanding soloist awards, as
well as first place honors. Edward plans
on majoring in Music Production/Tech-
nology at the Berklee College of Music
in Boston.

Gerald will be a sophomore at Catho-
lic University in Washington, D.C. He
has performed with the Washington Sym-
phony Orchestra and played assistant
principal trumpet with the Catholic Sym-
phony Orchestra, Chamber Winds, Brass
Ensemble and Jazz Band.

He has additionally sung with the
Catholic University Chorus in a concert
at Kennedy Center. His concentration
will be in Music Performance/Educa-
tion.

James is a graduating senior in the
Westfield High School class of 2000 and
will be entering the Jazz and Contempo-
rary Music Program at the New School
University in New York City.

He has studied alto saxophone for 10
years and has been a member of the High
School Jazz Band and Wind Ensemble
for the past two years. He has partici-
pated in the New Jersey Performing Arts
Center Jazz for Teens program and the
Summit Summer Jam Ensemble. He also
attended the Manhattan School of Music
Summer Jazz program for two years.

The following nine students received
awards after re-auditioning: W. Allan
Brown, a junior at Johns Hopkins
Peabody Conservatory, voice perfor-
mance, music education, the Janet
Grimier Gleason Memorial Scholar;
Cormac Egenton, a senior at Vanderbilt
University, voice performance; Brad
Gillet, a senior at University of Miami,
Fla., music education, concentration in
trumpet; Jennifer Kanarek, a junior at
Brandeis University, voice performance;
Rachel Mendez, a senior at Rutgers Uni-
versity, Mason Gross, music education
with concentration in flute; Laura Muller,
a senior at Rutgers University, Mason
Gross, music education, voice/viola;
Gerard Pregenzer, a senior at State Uni-
versity New York Purchase, composi-
tion; Benjamin Schwartz, a junior at
Rutgers University, Mason Gross, music
education, the Alice T. Stephens Memo-
rial Scholar; Benjamin Siegel, a junior at
Indiana University, jazz studies, the Jen-
nifer Newsome Memorial Scholar.

The Scholarship Fund of the Musical
Club of Westfield, which was organized
in 1915, welcomes donations and me-
morial gifts. A biennial concert is given
by the members of the club in November.

In addition to the chairwomen, Awards
Committee members include Louise
Andrews, Ruth Boyer, Marcia Cohen,
Kathleen Cuckler, Audrey Feathers and
Caroline Holt.

Court Trinity Awards
Scholarship in Town
WESTFIELD – Each year, Court

Trinity of the Catholic Daughters of
America, awards a scholarship to a
member of the graduating class of
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
in Westfield.

Anne Checchio, Regent of Court
Trinity, has announced that this year’s
recipient is Elizabeth Traflet, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Traflet of
Westfield. Elizabeth will attend Mother
Seton High School in Clark.

The scholarship, in the amount of
$1,500, is based on the student’s
academic achievements, character
and extracurricular activities.

The graduation exercises at Holy
Trinity will be held on Friday, June
9, with Monsignor Joseph Masiello,
Pastor, and Dorothy Szot, Principal,
presiding.

Mrs. Checchio will award the
scholarship to Miss Traflet at the
graduation.

National Honor Society
Chapter Founded

At Magnet High School
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

County Magnet High School in
Scotch Plains has officially begun its
Chapter of the National Honor Soci-
ety.

The founding induction ceremony
was recently conducted in Mancuso
Hall with students, parents and teach-
ers in attendance.

The Society upholds the qualities
of scholarship, character, leadership
and service. Each student selected
demonstrates achievements consis-
tent with these qualities. The mini-
mum requirement is a 92 percent
grade point average.

Achieving Society membership
are: Rahul Bansal, Brendan Bergan,
Carolyn Lathrop and Sarah Silber,
all of Scotch Plains, and Jennifer
Phillips and Ben Ruskin, both of
Westfield.

French Honor Society
Welcomes Students

At Magnet High School
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

County Magnet High School in
Scotch Plains has inducted Rahul
Bansal and Sarah Silber, both of
Scotch Plains, and Jennifer Phillips
and Ben Ruskin, both of Westfield,
into the National French Honor
Society.

Technology Director
To Speak at Meeting
Of Westfield BOE

Maureen E. Zupkus
Graduates Cum Laude
From Rowan University

SCOTCH PLAINS – Maureen
Elizabeth Zupkus, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. David McNeilis of
Scotch Plains, graduated cum laude
from Rowan University during the
school’s commencement exercises
on May 12 in Glassboro.

Maureen received a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Fine Arts as a Graphic
Design major. She is a 1996 graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

WESTFIELD – Darlene
Nowak, Director of Technology
for the Westfield Public Schools,
will report on the status of the
district’s technology efforts at
the Tuesday, June 6, Board of
Education meeting at 8 p.m. in
Room 105 at 302 Elm Street,
Westfield.

The public is invited to attend.
Channel 36 will broadcast the

meeting on Wednesday, June 7,
at 6 p.m., Thursday, June 8, at 10
a.m. and 10 p.m. and Monday,
June 12, at 9 p.m.

Copies of the complete agenda
will be available in the Business
Office on Monday, June 5.


