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Careful Perspective is Needed to Solve
What Can be a Very Emotional Debate

When an editorial is written about a hotly debated
topic, just the mention of the subject can immedi-
ately cause readers’ emotions to churn. All the facts
and opinions expressed  during the course of the
editorial are either dismissed by the reader or simply
end up reinforcing a preconceived opinion.

To avoid this situation, this editorial will not tell
you what it is about until the end. We ask our readers
to keep an open mind as we present just the facts.
Although you can probably guess what the subject is
from the facts presented, please reserve your judg-
ment until the end when you can, hopefully, make a
well informed opinion.

The facts are that the government through federal
and state policies and expenditures, has supported
the industry and encouraged this product’s use. The
federal government, particularly, has supported de-
velopment and refinement to the point that now the
product is cheaper to produce, more powerful and
particularly efficient at what it does. It is so simple to
operate that even a child can use it.

Some states even encourage children to use them.
There are states in the U.S. that recognize the tender
age of 15 as being old enough to obtain a license.
Here in New Jersey you need to be 17.

The facts are that in 1998 (the last year that
complete numbers are available), 41,471 people were
killed by this legal product. The manufacturers have
a strong lobby in Washington and resist (and have for
decades) any legislation controlling the use and
manufacture of their product, even the most obvious
of health and safety ones.

Grassroots organizations throughout the country

have been formed, too often after tragic circum-
stances, to counteract the powerful lobby. These
groups promote public safety awareness and legisla-
tive action. Although small, these organizations have
been successful in getting some, if not enough, rules
and regulations passed.

Supporters of this product point to the individual’s
responsibility to use the product correctly and safely.
They also say they have the right to use this product and
will fight tooth and nail before they will give it up.

While the actual number of victims rises and falls
each year, the fact that countless families have suf-
fered devastating losses does not. People have been
killed, maimed and traumatized. It would not be
surprising if you know someone, or someone who
knows someone, who has been hurt or killed. Hardly
a day goes by that you don’t read about someone in
the paper who has been hurt or killed by this product.

Despite the alarming frequency with which these
events occur, the general public and our political
leaders seem resigned to accept these horrible events,
primarily because we “need” these products. Modern
society couldn’t exist without them, we’re told. As
Americans, it is our right to own one and, we are told,
it is the price we pay for freedom.

By now you have figured out what this editorial has
been all about.

Yes, this has been all about automobiles. Those
hunks of steel rocketing down our nation’s highways,
killing more than 100 people per day, every day, day
in and day out. All we worry about is where to park
them.

Perspective.

APOCALYPSE/
CALYPSO

Now for apocalypse, or perhaps
we should say “Apocalypse Now!”
This word combines Greek elements
literally meaning “a revelation,”
while apocalyptic is defined as “a
prophetic disclosure.”

Here is a revelation that you may
find interesting. The name of the
mythological goddess, Calypso, is
also related to apocalypse. It was
Calypso who delayed Odysseus on
her island of Ogygia (Malta). Ca-
lypso is also the name of a type of
West Indies music that originated on
the island of Trinidad.

Harry Belafonte first became fa-
mous for his dramatic versions of
West Indian Calypso folk songs. Al-
though Belafonte was born in New
York City, he lived with his parents
in Jamaica from the age of 8 to 13. So
much for trivia.

Thanks Extended
For Food Drive

As President of the National Asso-
ciation of Letter Carriers Local
Branch No. 1492, I wish to thank you
for your participation in our annual
Food Drive held on May 13. Your
donations enable us to stock the Food
Bank with 25,000 pounds of food.
We exceeded last year’s amount by
5,000 pounds. This generosity on
your part will help the food bank get
through the summer.

I also wish to convey heartfelt
thanks from “Postmousetriss Minnie”
to all the wonderful children who
stopped by with food and hugs dur-
ing her visit at the post office.

Thomas J. Murphy
President

NALC Branch No. 1492

Westfield Resident Expresses Concern
About Schools’ New Math Program

Editor’s Note: This letter was ad-
dressed and sent to Dr. William J.
Foley, Superintendent of Westfield
Public Schools, and was forwarded
to The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood. It
has been edited for length.

*  *  *  *  *
I am writing this letter with great

concern about the district’s imminent
decision to adopt Everyday Math as stan-
dard curriculum. In light of all the recent
news regarding the negatives and fail-
ures of this program, as well as similar
programs better known as Chicago Math,
I find it extremely troubling that you are
about to broaden considerably the scope
of this program.

I am continually astounded at how
decisions are made regarding educational
methods and philosophies in this dis-
trict. Five years ago, I fought adamantly
to get the former superintendent and
Board of Education to recognize that a
whole language curriculum that was weak
in phonics, grammar and mechanics was
producing children with serious weak-
nesses in their reading, writing and spell-
ing skills. At that time I was also trying
to enlighten various members of the
board and Dr. Mark Smith as to the
detriments of not having the elementary
students memorize math facts and do
more fundamental basic skill drills and
rote memorization.

Back then, I saw the slow-but-sure
implementation of the progressive math
methods and philosophies. As I recall,
the computation scores reflected weak-
nesses in the methods. At the time I was
told that children need to better under-
stand the concepts and there was no
longer a place for rote memorization –
‘the math facts would just eventually
“come” to the students’ - so they said!
I’d like to point out to you that most
students who went through those learn-
ing years with my son (the current 6th,
7th and 8th graders) have math tutors
and have very weak spelling and writing
skills. No one wants to talk about this
fact.

The purpose of this letter is to raise a
red flag before you finalize the decision
to implement Everyday Math. Math
scholars and professional mathemati-
cians across the country are opposed to
this method of teaching math! Why would
you disregard this fact? And lastly and
most importantly, you should utilize the
information that is already available.
California has been using this approach
to math since 1992.

An alarming statistic shows that 55
percent of freshmen entering California
colleges need remedial math (up from
23 percent in 1989). Another school
district in Plano, Tex. is being sued by
the parents for not providing an alternate
method because they have recognized
the failure of this program, but the school
has not.

The most frustrating thing to me is
that you and the administration refuse to
recognize the fact that this district and
other socioeconomically similar districts

get away with using weak methods and
philosophies. This is because they have
a student population that is blessed with
intelligent genes and parents who are
fortunate enough to be able to spend the
time and money tutoring their children.
The dirty secret in this town is how much
time parents spend teaching their chil-
dren at home and/or hiring tutors to
compensate for the weaknesses in the
classroom.

I know parents of children in the pilot
program and I know for a fact that they
have been working side by side with
their child, as well as calling on profes-
sionals for help. This should concern
you. The parents of this district have
become conditioned to teaching their
children at home. For many parents it
has become a fact of life they have just
accepted.

I read in The Westfield Leader that
Regina Kiczek was asked by board mem-
bers Annmarie Puleio and Carol Molnar
whether scores would improve as a re-
sult of this program. Ms. Kiczek’s an-
swer was “A new program takes a long
time to take effect, test scores might go
up or they might go down. We couldn’t
make our determination based solely on
that. It could take us as long as five
years.”

As I stated in the opening of my letter,
I am astounded by this logic. Across the
country there are significant problems
with this program, you have results from
some states that have had the program in
place for more than five years (the pro-
gram produces weak math students),
and yet you are willing to sacrifice five
years of our students’ education until
you prove to yourselves that it is a fail-
ure!!! — as you did with the Language
Arts/Reading curriculum!!!

Although my children have not been
in your system for the past three years, I
am a former teacher (certified in English
K-12, Reading and Elementary educa-
tion) and care very deeply about the
future of public education.

I urge you to take the time to research
districts across the country that have
used the program for years. Look at the
results from all angles - parents, teach-
ers, scores, college-course placement. I
urge you to delay the implementation of
Everyday Math or any other form of
Chicago Math until you have researched
this further.

Joanne Muldoon
Westfield
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By DONALD T. DiFRANCESCO

Constitutional Amendment Needed
To Strengthen State’s Megan’s Law

FROM THE  DESK OF SENATE PRESIDENT

Parents see themselves as their
child’s ultimate protector from the
cruelties of the world.

For as long as a mother or father
can, they do their best to shield their
child from harm. The time comes,
however, when a parent must send
their son or daughter alone into the
world and they do this with the con-
fidence that their child will be secure
and will return home unharmed.

Most parents think of their neigh-
borhoods, schools, and local play-
grounds as safe havens for their chil-
dren. These places are supposed to
be a refuge for children where the
harsh truths of the real world are kept
at bay. However, a parent’s lack of
information about the people who
live in their communities sometimes
leads them to a false sense of confi-
dence about their child’s safety.

Just how much a parent knows
about their own neighborhood was
given public scrutiny in 1994, when
two New Jersey girls, Megan Kanka
and Amanda Wengert were murdered
by individuals in their neighbor-
hoods. Their tragic deaths brought
unprecedented attention to the dan-
ger of pedophiles and sexual preda-
tors and sparked a national debate
over the right to know.

Outraged New Jersey parents de-
manded the right to know if poten-
tially dangerous criminals were liv-
ing in close proximity and asked the
state for greater access to informa-
tion that would help them protect
those they loved.

In good faith and with much delib-
eration given to constitutional lim-
its, the Legislature responded in 1994
with a landmark initiative that be-
came known as Megan’s Law. The
law established a system of commu-
nity notification for violent sex of-
fenders.

So powerful was this issue and so
persuasive was the concept of com-
munity notification that similar leg-
islation was then enacted in every
other state as well as on the federal
level.

It should have been the end of this
legislative story. But it is not.

New Jersey’s initiative has spent
the better part of its statutory life in
the courts. Meanwhile, other states
moved on to defend their laws and to
even enhance their existing statutes
by expanding the public’s ability to
access Megan’s Law information.

According to the U.S. Justice De-
partment, as of a year ago, more than
half of all states had or planned to

have an Internet site devoted to some
aspect of sex offender registration.
Ten states have Internet sites acces-
sible to law enforcement. Nineteen
states have publicly accessible
Internet sites and five more states
have Web sites under development.

So, here in the year 2000, in the
state that paved the way in enacting
Megan’s Law, New Jersey now lags
desperately behind in its ability to
provide public access to sex offender
information. In no other state has the
Supreme Court enacted a decision as
limiting to the state and to the public
as the one rendered right here in New
Jersey.

And that is why the Legislature is
looking to pass a constitutional
amendment this year that would en-
able New Jersey to constitutionally
guarantee its children protection from
sexual predators. SCR-2, which I am
co-sponsoring with Senator Peter
Inverso, would permit the Legisla-
ture to enact laws authorizing the
disclosure to the public of informa-
tion concerning persons who have
committed a sex offense.

More than six years after the en-
actment of Megan’s Law, we are
looking to bring the state’s criminal
statutes into the 21st century by ex-
tending the right to know component
of Megan’s Law onto the Internet or,
for that matter, any enhanced means
of public access.

New Jersey residents are outraged
that the law they thought would pro-
tect their children must be insulated
from the uncertainty of future court
rulings. They are outraged that in
this day and age, a convicted sexual
predator could move back to the
same town as one of his five victims,
as was the recent case in Montclair,
and could live near a school bus stop
and five schools.

We shouldn’t need a constitutional
amendment to protect these children,
but we do.

Time may have changed the legis-
lative and judicial landscape, but for
our children, the threat of sexual
predators remains the same.

We know, for example, that recidi-
vism rates for sex offenders are sig-
nificantly higher than in other crimi-
nal categories. Studies have shown
that sex offenders are five times more
likely to re-offend than other violent
offenders. In one study, 48 percent of
recidivist sex offenders repeated of-
fenses during the first five years and
62 percent repeated during the next
17 years.

Legislators and parents recognized
this risk when we passed the original
Megan’s Law and by passing a con-
stitutional amendment today, we
strengthen the “right to know” provi-
sions of this law and we start to put
technology to work to protect New
Jersey families.

I believe that Megan’s Law should
be allowed to work as it was origi-
nally intended — by affording the
public the right to know. For as every
parent understands, information can
be a powerful weapon in the fight to
protect their children.

*  *  *  *  *
State Senator Donald T. DiFrancesco

is the Senate President and represents
the 22nd Legislative District.

Letters to
the Editor

Former Westfield Resident
Weighs in on Parking Situation

Writer Urges Residents to Use Care
When Spraying Pesticides on Trees

Organizer of TeenXtreme Thanks
All Those Who Helped in Event

As a former 47-year resident of
Westfield, I cannot resist an interest in
Westfield affairs. I make these observa-
tions based on 20 years of experience as
chairman of the Westfield Board of
Adjustment. The subject: the proposed
parking deck.

It is my understanding that the council
hired a parking expert for $25,000 and
that this expert originally recommended
that the Prospect Street location (Lots 1
and 8) was the best location. Later the
parking committee came out for a South
Avenue location. And Mayor Jardim
invited only commuters on a waiting list
for a southside space to a meeting to
receive input. Strange? Why did we pay
for the consultant?

Since downtown shoppers’ need is the
primary area of concern, why select South
Avenue? I totally agree with Saul Drittel,
who made comments at a public meet-
ing, and others who have written Letters
to the Editor to The Westfield Leader
that shoppers and employees of busi-
nesses will not walk from the South
Avenue lot to the downtown businesses.
Another point, the movie theater and
most of the restaurants are on the north
side of town. I understand that street
parking is very scarce in the evening, so
a northside lot would also be used in the
evening hours. Several writers have com-
mented on the many spaces in the present
South Avenue lot, which are available
on Saturdays, which proves that people
will not walk from there to the stores.

When people like Mr. Drittel, an expe-
rienced local merchant with long partici-
pation in downtown business affairs; and
Bud Boothe, a former mayor with long-
time experience in parking problems, and
Emerson Thomas, former mayor and long-
time advocate for a better Westfield, all
have great concern about a parking deck
location on South Avenue, it behooves
the Town Council to listen to the citizens,
go slowly and think.

And the worst idea would be to pave
over the Elm Street lot. This land is a
community center for many sports
(school and other leagues for children)

tennis, Christmas tree sales for the Y and
flea markets. It is also an aesthetic breath-
ing space, serving somewhat as a Town
Green. It creates a small town/village
atmosphere. Sure, you can pave it over
and fill it with cars, which would be an
inexpensive solution in dollars, but the
cost would be in losing a part of the
ambiance of Westfield, turning it more
and more into a commercial center.

Mary D. Herberich
Cape Cod, Mass.

I would like to express a note of
thanks and gratitude to all those who
helped make this year’s TeenXtreme
exhibition a success. Skateboarding,
BMXbiking and Inlining have become
three of the most popular sports/lifestyles
among teenagers today. The rapid ex-
pansion of these sports deserves as much
attention as baseball, basketball and soc-
cer have had in previous years.

The Westfield Y has recognized the
need for a safe environment for the par-
ticipants of these growing sports and has
responded by developing programs and
events created by its teen department.
This year we were able to hold our
second TeenXtreme exhibition on Sat-
urday, April 29, at the Westfield Ar-
mory, in which we showcased some
local sponsored riders from Subculture
Skate Shop in Roselle Park, Out of
Bounds Skate Shop in Scotch Plains and
Unreal Skate Shop in Somerville. The
United Skateboarding Association do-
nated obstacles such as quarter pipes and

pyramids for the day.
Local bands including “Bleeched”

from Westfield, “One Four One” from
Roselle Park and “As Darkness Falls”
from New Brunswick displayed their
musical talents.

This event proved to be a huge success
in providing our community with a fun
and safe place for all to enjoy these
extreme sports.

Thank you to everyone who contrib-
uted and helped to make the day a suc-
cess, especially the Westfield Volunteer
First Aid Squad, the Westfield Armory,
the Westfield Y Leaders Club, the United
Skateboarding Association, all of the
skate shops, bands, volunteer setup/
breakdown crews, and all of those who
supported in attendance.

This positive response can only help to
promote a healthy atmosphere for the
growth of these sports in our community.

Marty Collett
Westfield Y Teen Coordinator

At this time of year, many Westfield
residents have their trees sprayed with
pesticide by a tree care company.

I am prompted to write this letter by a
concern for the health of our children
and pets, for the quality of our drinking
water and for the environment that we
live in. As a consequence of my own
personal experiences, I have researched
the action that all New Jersey residents
can take to protect themselves and oth-
ers.

Much of the spraying carried out is
unnecessary and poorly timed. If you
spray, make sure that you understand
what pest he intends to spray and what
chemical is to be used. Ask your con-
tractor about using one of the many
effective safer control methods. In fact,
there are numerous native beneficial in-
sects already in our gardens, which eat
the pests that eat our plants. Look around
you and you will see that there are many
people who do not spray, and who still
have beautiful trees.

Spraying against a pest that isn’t
present at the time is pointless and is
likely to damage the beneficial insect
population that you already have. Spray-
ing could then result in an infestation
arising. Also, the chemicals will leach
into the groundwater and the drinking
water supply. Even the chemicals that
break down may take several months or

years to do so, or convert to substances
that the effects of which have not been
fully studied. Unnecessary routine spray-
ing of chemicals allows insect pests to
build up a resistance to the chemicals
used.

I have seen pesticide applicators neg-
ligently overspray or allow drift onto a
neighbor’s property and on to the side-
walks and roadways where our children
walk to school. There are companies that
act responsibly and in my experience,
pesticide control operators (PCOs) will
take more care if you speak to them
about your concerns.

In many states a PCO must notify all
adjacent properties that they intend to
spray. Unfortunately, in New Jersey, the
onus is on the individual neighbor to
request notification from the tree-care
company involved. If you would like to
be included on a register of people who
would automatically receive prior noti-
fication from pesticide control opera-
tors, write to David M. Munn, Rule
Manager, NJ Pesticide Control Program,
P.O. Box 411, Trenton, 08625.

If pesticide drifts on to your property or
if your property is oversprayed, contact
the Pesticide Control Inspector for this
area: Jonathon Braide (609) 984 6518, or
Mike McOnville (609) 984 6513.

Catherine D. Knights
Westfield

Thanks Extended
To Those Helping
At Monday Events

I would like to thank all those who
came out to our Memorial Day in the
Park this Memorial Day. I would like
to thank all those who gave of their
time, effort and money to make it
possible as well.

Finally, I would like to thank those
on the Fanwood Recreation Com-
mission, Department of Public Works
and Police Force who made it run so
smoothly.

Special thanks go to Linda
Caminity, Russell Wells, Pam Sayles
and George Spears for their tireless
effort to make this day a success. Our
biggest problem was that so many
people came we ran out of food
much too soon, to the dismay of
those who wanted to participate in
the hot dog eating contest. For this
we are sorry.

Thanks again to all those who
helped and all those who came.

Dr. Fred Leahy
Chairman

Fanwood Recreation Commission

Town Residents View
Westfield Pool Sign-Up

As Uncivilized
Your paper has taken great pains to

commend the Recreation Department in
its handling of pool memberships this
year. Please explain to us why a public
utility like commuter parking is handled
in a civilized manner by mail, with a
waiting list and a permit for life, while
pool membership — another public util-
ity — requires working people to miss
time at work to stand on a pre-dawn line
to renew their long-standing member-
ships. Are we to expect this to be an
annual “rite of spring” for those families
who wish to enjoy our wonderful pool?

There is absolutely no difference be-
tween the public accommodations of
commuter parking and public swimming
pool. Both were built with town tax
revenues and a few state dollars thrown
in. Both require a usage fee. Both require
a town residency for full use. And, both
are oversubscribed. Why are they treated
differently?

Can you imagine the huge outcry if
commuter parking required people stand-
ing in line for the chance to get their spot
back every year? In fairness, we must either
inconvenience the commuters in the same
fashion, or create a waiting list for the pool.
There should be no discrimination.

Drew and Lauren Harris
Westfield

Letters to the Editor


