
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, June 1, 2000 Page 13

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Check it out on the Web/site!

www.goleader.com
Sports Section - Pages 13-16

KLASTAVA WINS 3,200, GRABEL WINS POLE VAULT

Raiders, Minutemen Share
First at County Boys Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four in a row kind of came for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys as they finished in a tie for first,
totaling 80 points, with Elizabeth at
the Union County Boys Track and
Field Championships at Williams
Field in Elizabeth on May 24. Last
year the Raiders dominated, totaling
91 points to the Minutemen’s 71.

Raider seniors Nick Klastava and
Mike Grabel captured first, respec-
tively, in the 3,200 meters and in the
pole vault. Klastava crossed the line
in 9:53.2 to beat Charles Taylor of
Elizabeth who finished in 9:56.5.
Should Klastava been beaten by Tay-
lor, the Minutemen would have won
the title. Raider Bob Wallden took
fifth in 10:35 and Blue Devil Mike
Sobel finished sixth in 10:37.2

“That was his second-best time,”
commented Raider Distance Coach
Jeff Koegel. “I was going to double
him with the 1,600, but I just wanted
him to go out and win because we
have the sectionals Friday and Satur-
day.”

Koegel added, “I was leaning to-
ward having him run the 3,200 be-
cause I wanted him to have his best
chance to win a county champion-

ship before he graduated. We needed
the points. It was the first county
champ that I have had in the event.
He deserved it. I was real proud of
him!”

Although not his best performance,
Grabel did enough to win, clearing
12’0” to top GL Highlander Steve
Bergeski, who cleared 11’6”. Mo-
mentum, or lack of, seemed to rule
the disposition of the event. Some of
the better competitors just could not
get it going and, as a result, the
heights were not as impressive as
they should have been.

Last year, Grabel cleared 13’0”
and nearly cleared 13’6” to capture
first and New Providence Pioneer
Greg Buttitta, who fizzled out at
10’6” this year, took second at 12’6”.
Blue Devil Josh Ray, who had a
personal-best 12’0” to place third
last year, took fifth this year at 11’0”.

“It’s tough for Mike because we no
longer have a specialist coach to
work with him,” explained Raider
Head Coach Rich McGriff. “He could
have gone higher, but because of the
bad weather, he just stopped. The
kids feed off each other. If the com-
petition gets better, then so do the
heights.”

Union Catholic Viking Chris
Ganey stunned them all in the long

DENNIS GETS 1ST IN 800 M, 2ND IN 400 M AND 4X400 M

Devil Girls Capture 4th, Boys
Get 10th at Group 4 Sections

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Heather Dennis qualified
for the Group 4 Championships in
three events to be held in Egg Harbor
this weekend and the Westfield High
School girls finished tied for fourth
with Montclair, totaling 46 points, in
the Section 2, Group 4 track and field
meet Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on
May 26-27. The top-six finishers in
each event qualify for the Group 4
Championships.

Dennis led the field in the 800
meters, crossing in 2:21.8 and placed

second in the 400-hurdles at 1:06.4
while junior Susan Hinds at 1:09.4
also qualified by placing fifth in the
400-hurdles. Dennis, Hinds, Adrianne
Blauvelt and Maura McMahon com-
bined for a time of 4:12 to finish
second in the 4x400. McMahon also
placed sixth in the 800 meters at
2:27.2 and had a solid time of 5:17.2
to place second in the 1,600.

“I was really confident in the race
until the last hurdle,” commented
Dennis of her finish in the 400-
hurdles. “Then she sneaked up on me
and I hesitated. Right there! That’s

were I lost it. It just took a split
second. But, it’s really comforting to
have a teammate like Susan qualify-
ing in the same event.”

Hinds, in only her second time
competing in the 400-hurdle event,
was elated.

“I’m thrilled! I certainly wasn’t
expecting it in the 400-hurdles.” com-
mented Hinds. “I was a little de-
pressed when I was behind everyone
in my heat when we rounded the
final turn. But when I passed up the
girl on my right, I thought to myself.
‘This is much better now!’”

Junior Alexis Anzelone, who also

SALERNO HITS 3-RUN HR.; MCKEON RAPS 2 RBI DOUBLE

Raiders ‘Blast’, Then ‘Bloop’
Blue Devil Diamond Men, 9-8

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A leadoff walk in the top of the
seventh inning which resulted in a
run after a perfectly-placed bloop
single by Brad Belford gave the 16-
5 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School baseball team a knee-
shaking, 9-8, victory over the 9-
14 Blue Devils in Westfield on
May 25. Even shakier, the Blue
Devils had a bases-loaded situa-
tion in the bottom of the seventh
when the game ended with a
blazing line drive to the short-
stop.

Interestingly, Westfield had
won the first meeting, 9-8, on
April 1 but the Raiders evened
the rivalry by downing the Blue
Devils, 12-6, in the first round of
the Union County Tournament
on May 6. So the stage was set
for an exciting game, and it hap-
pened.

A never-give-up attitude arose
when Jim McKeon got the Blue
Devils on a seven-run roll in the
fourth, boosting the score to 8-5,
with a two-run double. But

Raider Jerry Salerno exercised his
attitude and power at the right time
when he launched a three-run home
run over the right-center field fence
in the fifth to tie the score at 8-8.

“He has been working in the cage
and had a couple of good hits yester-
day,” explained Raider Head Coach
Brian Homm. “And it looks like the
practice helped.”

The Raiders tapped Blue Devil
pitcher Randy Majocha for a run in the
top of the second. Andy Pavoni walked,

Brian Maroney yanked a double to
left, Salerno loaded the bases with a
squibbling infield single and Ed Jack-
son hit an RBI sacrifice fly.

A fine third-to-second-to-first
double play respectively involving
Mike Sofka, Brett Picaro and Blair
Richardson quelled a mild Raider
uprising in the third then the Blue
Devils responded with a run in the
bottom of the inning. Picaro pum-
meled a double off the left field fence

DODGE AND LAU SCORE TWO EACH

Devil Laxers Humble
Boy Warriors, 9-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Something inspiring must have been
said at halftime by Westfield High
School boys lacrosse Head Coach
Gerry Benaquista because the Blue
Devils roared out with five goals in
the third quarter to eventually humble
the Manasquan Warriors, 9-6, in the
first round of the NJSIAA Tourna-
ment in Westfield on May 27. Chris
Dodge and Alex Lau both flicked in
two goals to lead the Blue Devils.

The Devils and the Warriors were
entwined in a defensive knot as each
team penetrated the other’s net only
once in each of the first two quarters.

Blue Devil Erik Finne fired in the
first goal unassisted in the first quar-
ter and assisted Dodge on the other
goal in the second quarter.

“When it’s possibly the last game
of the season, I feel that I don’t have
to say much to motivate them,” said
Benaquista. “They just have to step
up themselves. I said that there are a
lot of seniors on the team and if they
want to win, it’s them, who have to
step up, not me.”

Coming out crazed and aggressive
in the second half, the Blue Devils
took charge and scored three quick
goals. Mike Debrossey on an assist
from Brad Gillin netted the first then
Lau, from behind the net, curled past
a defender and stuffed the ball into
the net from point-blank range.
Dodge added the third unassisted.

The Warriors revived and scored
minutes later to tighten the score to
5-3. Additionally, the emotional in-
tensity of the game elevated. Bodies
were flying, tempers were flaring
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Devils’ 4x800 Will
Race in Nationals
The Westfield High School girls

track and field 4x800 meter relay
team has qualified to compete in
the National Championships to be
held in Raleigh, North Carolina on
June 16. Maura McMahon,
Adrianne Blauvelt, Heather Den-
nis and Alexis Anzelone comprise
the Blue Devil foursome.

TURTURIELLO TOSSES 1-HITTER, ‘MAC’ YIELDS FIVE

Highlander Softballers Edge
Blue Devils, 2-0, in UC Semis

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Governor Livingston High
School softball team edged the 13-
10 Westfield Blue Devils, 2-0, in the
semifinals of the Union
County Tournament at Me-
morial Field in Linden on
May 27. Highlander Gina
Turturiello tossed a one-hit-
ter, struck out seven and
walked one and senior Gina
Piccirillo slapped a two-run
single in the fifth inning. Blue
Devil sophomore Caitlin
MacDonald, yielded five hits,
struck out three and walked
two.

Highlander Head Coach
Jerry Britt, noted, “We need
to stay focused on the game
at hand. Yesterday we played
well winning our state game,
today we have the county
semifinal. This is what we’re
focusing on.”

Blue Devils Head Coach Maggie
McFadden shared her thoughts, “The

kids are ready and excited about
playing and know they have to play
well to win. We’re going to be ag-
gressive, ready to hit the strikes and
hopefully make things happen.”

Blue Devil Katy Brunetto drilled a
double in the top of the first and
MacDonald held the Highlanders hit-
less through four innings retiring 13,
allowing only one walk in the third.

In the fifth, Turturiello
rapped a single to right and
Kerri Moore bashed a siz-
zler to third, but the throw
was errant. Then Piccirillo
jolted her two-run double to
right.

Piccirillo, who had two
key hits in the state game
the previous day, said, “I
was thinking on how to get
the job done. I was looking
for a pitch down the middle
that I could hit hard, it came
and I jumped on it, so it
worked out pretty good for
us. It felt good.”

Turturiello, who extended
her record to 18-4, said, “As
a team, we were very confi-

dent coming into today’s game. Per-
sonally, I was a little tired, after

jump as he soared a state’s-best – this
season – 23’2” to seize first. Raider
Nathan Jones leaped 21’7.5” to place
fifth. Jones also placed second in the
400-hurdles at :56.2 behind Union’s
Mike Brito who crossed first at :54.7.

“That was a nice jump,” said
McGriff of Ganey’s long jump. “He
had the spring and the speed. He was
definitely the best jumper out there
that day.”

The GL Highlanders did very well
in the javelin event, placing three in
the top six. Marty Moroney fired the
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JOEL FARLEY
FOR CONGRESS

Attorney • Educator • Civil Rights Advocate • Capitol Hill Experience
Vote in the Democratic Primary, Tuesday, June 6th

Mandatory Trigger Locks • VISIT: www.farleyforcongress.com
Paid for by Committee to Elect Farley 2000

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
400-HURDLES…Blue Devil Jason
Dreyer qualifies in the 400-hurdles.

Fred Lecomte for The Leader  and The Times
THE OUT…Highlander Heather
McDonald catches the ball before
Kristen Leonardis makes it to first.

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
LATE TAG…Devil Mike Duelks scores
before Raider Andy Pavoni tags him.

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
Raider Nathan Jones (long jump)

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
DEVILS TAKING CHARGE…A host of Blue Devils converge upon the ball and
take charge in the third quarter of the state game against Manasquan.

David B. Corbin for The  Leader  and The Times
POUNCING…Blue Devil Susan Hinds
pounces into the sand in the long jump.
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