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Good News

Psalm 16:7,8 The Gospel

I will bless the Lord, who hath given me counsel:
my reins also instruct me in the night seasons. I
have set the Lord always before me: because he

is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.

BY REV. KENNETH G. HETZEL

Last weekend, we celebrated Me-
morial Day. As a veteran of the war
in Vietnam, I paused in a special way,
considering friends and foe alike.
Like the veterans of all previous
wars, I marvel at how easily, through
time, enemies become friends and
wars become history.

Veterans of World War II have
seen both Germany and Japan be-
come two of our nation’s strongest
allies. A united Vietnam is ripe with
economic possibilities and is fast on
the road to becoming, if not an ally,
certainly a friend. I wonder if this
transition has something to do with
the essential American character.

If I read the history of many other
nations and cultures correctly, I see
a history of long-held animosities
waiting for retribution. The con-
flicts in Bosnia or Armenia may be
typical examples. In both instances,
cultural groups have been enemies
for generations and thousands of
years.

Each generation is taught the
wrongs inflicted and hardships en-
dured from the hands of the enemy.
Each generation is encouraged not
only to remember their injuries but is
also encouraged to get even, given
the chance. And even then it is not
really “get even,” but more like take
revenge, get ahead, punish them, do
away with them, once and for all.

A Bi-Weekly Column From Members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerial Association

Memorial Day is Occasion
To Forgive and Forge Future

Hence, the context of ethnic cleans-
ing.

But the American way of life has a
different experience. Since we are a
polyglot of cultures and peoples, we
have had to let old historical wounds
pass away. In forging out a hybrid
culture, we have had to accommo-
date and forget in favor of working
together. Quite simply, we have had
to learn to forgive, and if not forgive,
then to forget. We are loathe to pass
our cultural hates on to the next
generation.

Even the Hatfields and the McCoys
finally got married into one family.
And if they can do it, surely Germans
and Russians, Slavs and Croats, Ko-
reans and Japanese, Chinese and
Thai, Indian and Pakistani can, too.

As a pastor, I want to believe this
forgiveness comes from the heart of
faith. One of the foundational beliefs
is that God created each individual,
no matter the race, gender, or cul-
tural group, with value, worth and
dignity, none of which dare be com-
promised.

Faith seeks to protect and enhance
each individual towards that poten-
tial which God created. We are taught
that in faith, all differences are val-
ued by the Creator as unique gifts.
True enough, in the life of govern-
ments, conflicts develop which are
often misguided, then misperceived,
and finally intractably asserted. Gov-
ernments go to war and people suf-
fer. Faith redeems.

In battle I have seen American
soldiers extend comfort, aid, food
and medicines to prisoners who just
minutes earlier were exchanging
deadly gunfire. I have seen Ameri-
can soldiers help the helpless inno-
cents caught between opposing sides.
I have seen Americans rise to the
occasion to rebuild homes, schools,
canals, dams, cities and whole econo-
mies ruined in war and rebuilt to
provide decent living conditions for
a former enemy. I see faith reaching
through hatred, love through fear, to
a new possibility.

On Memorial Day, I don’t want to
remember old battles and the tragic
loss of life. Instead, I look through
the conflicts to the faith that was
exhibited in the midst of horror, and
to the hope which emerges, to the
new life which is born.

*  *  *  *  *
Reverend Kenneth G. Hetzel is the

Pastor of the Willow Grove Presbyte-
rian Church in Scotch Plains and
President of the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Ministerial Association.

Mr. Hayes to Speak
At Woodside Chapel’s

Sunday Services
FANWOOD — Members of the

community are invited to attend the
Sunday morning Family Bible Hour
and Sunday School at the Woodside
Chapel, located at 5 Morse Avenue
in Fanwood.

Bob Hayes will speak at the 11
a.m. and 6 p.m. services at the church
this Sunday, June 4. A nursery will be
provided at both meetings.

For further information, please call
Gene Graber at (908) 889-5462 or
Dave Brooks at (908) 789-0796.

Vacation Bible School
To Feature Theme

Of Discovering God
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Baptist Church, located at 333
Park Avenue, will hold its Vacation
Bible School for children next month
at the church.

“Son Zone Discovery Center” will
be held from Monday through Fri-
day, July 10 through 14, from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. at the church.

A closing program will be held on
Sunday, July 16, at 10 a.m. during
the worship service.

Youngsters will learn about God’s
plan through lively songs, humorous
skits and “science-with-a-twist”-
based crafts and games, according to
Pastor Gary Rothwell.

They’ll also look in the Bible for
answers to questions such as “Why
am I Here?,” “What is God Like?”
and “Why Did Jesus Have to Die?”

Applications for registration are
now available and may be obtained
by calling (908) 322-5487.

St. Bart’s Rosarians
To Install Officers

At Upcoming Meeting
SCOTCH PLAINS — St.

Bartholomew’s Rosary Altar Soci-
ety will install its new officers on
Monday, June 5, in the church fol-
lowing the 7:30 p.m. Mass. The
monthly meeting will be held in the
cafeteria after the installation.

This will be the last meeting of the
year, so interested individuals are
urged to reserve their cookbooks.
Refreshments will be served and
guests are welcome.

St. Bartholomew the Apostle Ro-
man Catholic Church is located at
2032 Westfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

Caregivers to Meet
At St. Helen’s June 5
WESTFIELD — A support group

for individuals caring for elderly or
chronically ill loved one will meet
on Monday, June 5.

These information and sharing
sessions are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month at 8
p.m. in the Parish Center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

For more information, please call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 232-1867.

Torah Center to Hold
Midnight Shavuot

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Torah Center in Westfield
will present a special Shavuot lec-
ture entitled “The Real Big Bang;
When Heaven Touched Earth” on
Thursday, June 8, from midnight to 1
a.m.

Shavuot is a two-day festival that
commemorates the giving of the Ten
Commandments and the Torah on
Mount Sinai 3,912 years ago, ac-
cording to Jewish tradition.

Rabbi Levi Block of the Torah
Center will present the lecture, based
on the teachings of the Kabbalah. It
will focus on the mystical insights of
Mount Sinai and its implications for
modern society.

The holiday will start on the
evening of June 8 and continue
through Friday and Saturday, June 9
and 10.

The program is open to the public
and reservations are not necessary.
For more information, please call the
Torah Center, located at 418 Central
Avenue, at (908) 789-5252.

Holy Trinity Seniors to Gather
June 12 for Catered Luncheon

HELPING THE NEEDY…Brownie Girl Scouts from Troop No. 56 in Westfield
recently shopped for food at a local supermarket and then stocked the shelves
at the Westfield Food Pantry for distribution to the needy. The girls used their
weekly dues money to fund this service project. The girls, pictured left to right,
are: back row, Annie Re, Amy Frattarola, Tara Handza, Kate Sheridan, Cassie
Simcox and Ivy Harrigan, and front row, Kate Abruzzo, Becky Clapp and Katie
Kline. Missing from the picture is Taylor Murtishaw.

WESTFIELD — The Senior Social
Club of the Holy Trinity Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield will hold its
regular meeting on Monday, June 12,
at 1 p.m. in the gymnasium of the
elementary school. Attendees are asked
to use the entrance on First Street.

The event will be a catered lun-
cheon. Reservations may be made
through Wednesday, June 7, by call-
ing Phyllis or Dominic Lisanti at
(908) 233-7180.

Featured at the June meeting will
be songs by the “Broadway Singers,”
a group from Edison Intermediate
School in Westfield, led by Director
Kristine Smith-Morasso.

A trip to Glen Cove, Long Island,
has been planned for Monday, June
19. It will include a luncheon at Glen

Cove and a two-hour paddle boat
ride on Long Island Sound.

On Saturday, August 12, club mem-
bers will enjoy a luncheon and a
musical revue at the Hunterdon Hills
Playhouse.

Reverend Hamersley to Join
St. Paul’s Church as Rector

Rev. Andrew C. Hamersley

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church in Westfield will wel-
come the Reverend Andrew C.
Hamersley as Rector during Eucha-
rist services at 7:45 and 10 a.m. on
Sunday, June 11, and at a parish
Spring Picnic to be held after the
later service.

Reverend Hamersley and his wife,
Rosamond Hooper-Hamersley, will
move to Westfield with their two chil-
dren, Samantha, 14, and James, 10,
from Albany, N.Y., where he is Rector
of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church.

St. Paul’s new Rector holds a Bach-
elor of Arts Degree in Philosophy
and Religion and a Master of Sci-
ence Degree in Filmmaking from
Boston University. He worked as a
film and video maker before earning
a Master of Divinity Degree at the
Episcopal Divinity School in 1984.

He served as Curate at Christ
Church in Andover, Mass. and was
ordained to the priesthood in the
Diocese of Massachusetts in 1986.

“I’ve really been delighted to meet
members of the St. Paul’s Search
Committee, the Vestry, and staff,”

remarked Reverend Hamersley.
“They are terrific people and I look
forward to meeting the rest of the St.

Paul’s community.
“I sense an enthusiastic and ener-

getic spirit growing — ready to move
forward — and I am eager to encour-
age that spirit as Rector of St. Paul’s,”
he continued.

In preparation for their move from
Albany, the Hooper-Hamersley fam-
ily recently visited Westfield to see
their new neighborhood.

“We have had a wonderful intro-
duction to the town; we have had a
series of terrific tours, we have signed
the children up for some of the sum-
mer programs and we have them all
set for school. We are excited to dig
in!,” commented Reverend
Hamersley.

While a search for a new rector is
conducted in confidence, a number
of parishioners, upon hearing that
Reverend Hamersley had accepted
his new assignment, discovered that
they and the new rector had mutual
friends or colleagues.

“St. Paul’s is extremely pleased
that Reverend Hamersley has ac-
cepted our call,” said Davis Jessup
and Sheilah O’Halloran, Co-Chair-
men of the Search Committee.

First Baptist Reveals
Car Wash for Youth,
Plus Clothing Drive

WESTFIELD – Youth at the First
Baptist Church of Westfield will
sponsor a car wash on Sunday, June
4, from noon to 5 p.m.

The event will be held in the church
parking lot at 170 Elm Street. The $5
charge will support the group’s trip
to the National Gathering of Ameri-
can Baptist Youth in Estes Park, Colo.

Members of the congregation will
also participate in a clothing drive.
Business and casual clothing will be
collected and donated to several
charities. For more information,
please call (908) 233-2278.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday,
June 12, 2000 in the Community Room of
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad,
Westfield, New Jersey at 8:00 p.m. to hear
and consider the following application.
00-11(V) MESSERCOLA BROTHERS

REALTY CO., LLC (Appli-
cants)/DUN DEE, INC. (Own-
ers) 900 SOUTH AVENUE,
W., BLOCK NO. 2606, LOT
NO. 19 SEEKING PRELIMI-
NARY AND FINAL MAJOR
SITE PLAN APPROVAL
WITH VARIANCES. Appli-
cant seeks to remove two ex-
isting storage buildings and
construct 3 story building for
office/commercial use on the
first floor and six apartments
on each of the second and
third floors (total 12 apart-
ments). Applicant seeks vari-
ance from the following re-
quirements of the Land Use
Ordinance:

List of New C.40:55D-70c.
and d. variances requested:

Section 11.28 E.1. of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a minimum front yard
setback of 40 feet - applicant
proposes 20 feet.

Section 11.28 E.4. of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a maximum building
height of 40 feet - applicant
proposes 45 feet.

Section 17.03 B.5. of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires onsite parking spaces
to be located in a rear yard only
- applicant proposes 17 spaces
to be located in the side yard.

Section 16,94 E.4.d. of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum of
16 square feet for a free stand-
ing sign - applicant proposes ±
20 square feet.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
1 T – 6/1/00, The Leader Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday,
June 12, 2000 in the Community Room of
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad,
Westfield, New Jersey at 8:00 p.m. to hear
and consider the following application.
00-10(V) KENNETH & NANCY

LEONARD, 236
BRIGHTWOOD AVENUE.
BLOCK NO. 201, LOT NO.
80, SEEKING PRELIMINARY
AND FINAL MINOR SUBDI-
VISION APPROVAL WITH
VARIANCES. Applicant seeks
to create 2 new lots from an
existing single lot. Applicants
seeks variances from the fol-
lowing:

List of New C:40:55D-70 c.
and d. for Lot No. 80.1

Section 11.05 E.1. of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a minimum gross area
of 16,000 square feet - appli-
cant proposes 11,699 feet.

Section 11.05 E.2. of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a minimum 16,000
square feet within the first 178
feet of lot depth - applicant
proposes 11,699 square feet.

Section 11.05 E.2. of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a minimum lot width of
90 feet - applicant proposes
78 feet.

Section 11.05 E.3. of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a minimum lot frontage
of 90 feet - applicant proposes
78 feet.

List of New C:40:55D-70 c.
and d. for Lot No. 80.2

Section 11.05 E.6. of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a minimum interior
sideyard of 15 feet - applicant
proposes 10 feet.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
1 T – 6/1/00, The Leader Fee: $49.98


