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Westfield Resident Ed Gallagher Prepares
For Bike-a-Thon Fundraiser in August

By LYNN KOLIBABA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield resident Ed Gallagher
will cycle in his second consecutive
Pan-Massachusetts Challenge (PMC)
August 5 and 6.

The nation’s oldest bicycling
fundraiser, the PMC benefits the
Jimmy Fund at the world-renowned
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in Bos-
ton, Mass.

More than 80 percent of the riders
who participate in the PMC are close
to someone who has battled cancer.

“Cancer has hit too close to home
for me not to be motivated do some-
thing about it,” said Mr. Gallagher.
His father, now 80-years-old, had
cancers detected early and treated
successfully.

His sister, Eileen Cullen was only
45 when, in October, 1998, a routine
mammogram discovered a lump

which proved cancerous.
After four months of chemotherapy

and six weeks of radiation treatment,
all tests are now negative for any
signs of cancer.

By last summer, she was well
enough to make it into the finals of a
tournament at her Brooklyn tennis
club and to cheer her brother on at
the Pan Mass Challenge.

Mr. Gallagher felt strongly that
regular check-ups and early detec-
tion were critical in helping his fam-
ily members in their battles with
cancer.

The PMC offers a choice of six
routes taking riders through as many
as 43 Massachusetts towns. Partici-
pants also have the option of a one-
day or a two-day route.

Mr. Gallagher, 42, along with his
oldest sister, Katherine Gallagher,
55, will cycle the longest and most
grueling two-day route, which runs
from Sturbridge to Provincetown,
Mass. and totals 192 miles.

Describing his experience of last
year’s challenge, Mr. Gallagher said,
“There are times when you feel pains
all over. Then, you see a courageous
child who is bald from chemo treat-
ments holding out a sign that cheers
on the riders. All of a sudden, the
pain is gone, you remember why you
are doing this and you shift into high

gear.”
For the Gallaghers, the Pan Mass

Challenge is a team effort. Their
brother, Arthur and his family live
just off the route in Easton, Mass.

Midway through the run on the
first day, after 65 hilly miles, Ed and
Katherine Gallagher will stop at his
house for a well-deserved lunch. Ed

Gallagher’s wife and children will
be there to greet them along with
sister, Eileen Cullen and her family.

Preparation for the ride is intense.
Starting in May, Mr. Gallagher

reports he starts sending pledge let-
ters.

With a full family life and re-

Lynn Kolibaba for The Westfield Leader
PREPARING TO GO THE DISTANCE...Ed Gallagher and his sister Katherine
train together for the Pan Massachusetts Challenge, August 5 and 6. Funds
raised go to support cancer research, treatment and care at the Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute in Boston.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS, MY FRIEND…Three members of the Highland Swim Club Team  proudly displayed their
winning ranks. Pictured, left to right, are: Samantha Grecco, first place; Stephanie Glover, second place; and Courtney
Bifani, third place.
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Area Pools Experience Full
Membership This Summer
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

AND STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

It’s a full house at area swimming
pools this summer.

At The Highland Swim Club on
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains,
membership is up by 27 families
over 1999, putting the pool just un-
der its capacity of 300 families.

The club swim team is at an all-
time high of 140, and The Sharks
recently concluded their 22nd con-
secutive undefeated season in the
Union County Outdoor Swim
League.

In speaking with The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, trustee Gale
Miller of Fanwood made it clear that
Highland is anticipating a waiting
list for membership for 2001.

“We’re encouraging people to get
their names in,” she said. “I feel we’ll
be closing membership earlier next
year.”

Highland is not the only pool in the
area experiencing booming mem-
bership.

Just up the road, Willow Grove is
at capacity with 300 memberships.

According to Willow Grove’s
Membership Committee Chair
Nancy Sherwin, that number includes
25 senior members, which are given
to families who have belonged to the
club for 20 or more years.

“We’ve been in pretty good shape
over the last couple of years,” said
Ms. Sherwin. “We see a good turn-
over.”

The situation at the Westfield pub-
lic and private pools also is growing
increasingly tight. Families are on
packed waiting lists and those num-
bers are growing.

At Manor Park Swim Club and
Nomahegan Swim Club, both in
Westfield, the pools are beginning to
stretch the limits of their member-
ship. Currently each of the clubs
have 400 families that belong to their
respective pools.

Karen Infantino, Manor Park’s pool
manager said, “We don’t know what
we’re going to do. Last year we
reached 320 memberships, this year
we’re at 400 memberships. We can’t
expand any further.”

The waiting list at Manor Park is
up to 50 people. This is its first year
with a waiting list.

Nomahegan currently sports a
waiting list of five-six years. A maxi-
mum of 400 families is its capacity
as well.

Kathy Ostrowski, head of mem-
bership at Nomahegan, said the issue
of how to deal with the waiting list
has been brought up at many board
meetings, but has never been re-
solved.

Westfield Memorial Pool has, for
the second year in a row, reached its
capacity of 9,000 people.

Last year, Memorial Pool sold out
on June 28. This year, however, Me-
morial reached its capacity over a
month and a half before, on May 8.

Also this year, for the first time
ever, Memorial Pool has a waiting
list. For this season, Memorial has a
waiting list of 130 families, or ap-
proximately 500 people.

Jim Gildea worked as Westfield’s
assistant director of recreation as
well as the pool administrator for the
past seven years. This June, he be-
came Westfield’s Assistant Town
Administrator.

He spoke of the Memorial situa-
tion and said, “85-88 percent of our
membership is from Westfield. The
reason for the increase in member-
ships is the huge influx of younger
families. When you have an older
couple moving out of Westfield and
a family of four or five moving in, the
capacity of the pool will grow.”

At Mountainside Public Pool the
situation is not so tight. Although the
current membership is almost peak-
ing at 3,200, attendance has actually
dropped at the pool.

Due to the cooler summer,
Mountainside still has openings for

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
MOTHER-DAUGHTER DINING…Cassandra Logan, 6 months, enjoyed the
outdoors while her mother Kelly Logan ate a salad al fresco at the Elm Street
Café in Westfield.

Crossway Place in Westfield May
Remain Closed Two More Weeks

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Local drivers now shouldn’t ex-
pect Crossway Place in Westfield to
completely re-open for another two
weeks.

According to Town Surveyor Bill
Fritzinger, the roadway, which runs
underneath NJ Transit’s Raritan Val-
ley railroad line, will be closed be-
tween 7 a.m. and 3 p.m. for the next
two weeks while Elizabethtown Gas
Co. finishes putting in new gas mains,
a minor water leak is repaired and
PSE&G moves some utility poles.

Until these tasks are completed,
Crossway Place, a major connector

between North and South Avenues,
will be open from late afternoon
until early morning, with one lane of
traffic in each direction.

Mr. Fritzinger also told The
Westfield Leader that there will be
“minor closings” when the northern
section of Crossway Place is slightly
realigned so that, at the intersection
with North Avenue, it lines up more
evenly with Edgewood Avenue on
the far side of North Avenue.

The town will purchase a small
parcel of land from the American
Legion Hall on North Avenue to al-
low for the roadway’s slight bend to
the west.

When asked the reasons for the
delays, Mr. Fritzinger attributed them
to the contractor, who, he said, was
“almost a year behind schedule.”

He pointed out that the contractor
finished its work only a few weeks
ago.

Meanwhile, Hetfield Bridge,
which was supposed to be closed last
Monday, will remain open until
Monday, July 31. On July 31 the
bridge will close.

Dennis Harrington, Scotch Plains
Principal Engineer, said Crossway’s
opening date could be as early as
August 4, so there may be a six-day
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Local School Districts Evaluate
New Construction Legislation

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

While the July 13 passage of the
“Educational Facilities Construction
& Financing Act” by the New Jersey
Legislature should mean good things
for schools in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Westfield and
Mountainside (and the taxpayers that
support them), districts won’t know
just how good for a while.

In order to be considered for fund-
ing under the new legislation, school
districts must submit a five-year build-
ing plan to the state by December 15.

John Crosbie, Director of Com-
munications for the State Depart-
ment of Education (DOE) spoke of
the “profound impact” the bill will

have on helping schools’ upgrade
their physical plants without using
property taxes.

He emphasized Commissioner
David Hespe and the department’s
commitment to insure that the tax
dollars allocated for facilities con-
struction financing be used properly.

“Part of our job is to make sure the
money is spent wisely, as responsi-
bly as possible,” explained Mr.
Crosbie. “Every district will be held
accountable for every dime.”

Non-special needs’ districts (also
known as Abbott districts) will soon be
receiving a letter from Commissioner
Hespe along with a Frequently Asked
Questions guide to the new legislation.

Around Labor Day, the DOE will

distribute a software package to the
more than 500 non-Abbott districts
that are eligible for construction fi-
nancing. The package will include a
template for submitting five-year
plans to the state. The package will
define, “in broad terms,” said Mr.
Crosbie, what is eligible for funding
according to the Facility Efficiency
Standards (FES).

FES are regulations adopted by the

Office of Tax Collector
Sets Hours for August 1

The office of the tax collector
will be open from 7 to 9 p.m. on
Tuesday, August 1, in addition to
the regular office hours of 8:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. Interest will be
charged after Friday, August 4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NEARLY ONE OF A KIND CLASSIC…This beautiful cream-colored 1934 Packard LaBaron owned by Ralph Morano
of Westfield was a major attraction at the Classic Car Show sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation and the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce on July 25. Mr. Morano purchased this beauty at an estate sale in California just
six months ago and mentioned that there are only eight remaining cars of its kind in the United States.
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Bike-a-Thon
Fundraiser

sponsibilities as Vice President of
Equity Trading for Autranet, Inc. (a
subsidiary of Donaldson, Lufkin &
Jenrette, Inc.), he still finds time to
cycle 120 miles a week. One of his
favorite training routes is through the
Watchung Reserve.

The PMC is the largest two-day
fundraising event in the United States.

Last year, 2,514 riders participated
and helped to raise a record-breaking
$8.7 million. Mr. Gallagher raised al-
most $11,000 through the generous
sponsorship of family and friends.

With over 150 companies donating
food and services, the PMC was able
to donate 93 percent of the funds raised
directly to the Jimmy Fund.

In 2000, they anticipate 3,000 riders
and hope to raise $9 million.

“In many ways, the PMC serves as
a therapy for all those involved.

Participating allows you to do some-
thing else other than worry and fall
into despair,” said Katherine Gallagher.
“It moves you to take a positive action
that you know will produce a positive
result — it will raise funds for cancer
research, treatment and care.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Area Pools Experience Full
Membership This Summer

members from Mountainside.
As Mr. Gildea put it, “Pools are

crowded, and it’s a good thing. Don’t
think of it as over-crowded.”

At Scotch Plains’ Highland Swim
Club where swim team participation
is at an all-time high, swimmers
ranging in age from six to 17 turned
out daily rain or shine, working from
9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. under the direc-
tion of longtime Coach Bill Reichle
and assistants Eileen Sweeney and
Erin Wilkinson, who are also life-
guards at Highland.

With the addition of so many new
members and several new trustees,
Highland has made a big push this
summer to provide a variety of ac-
tivities that appeal to all members —
young and old.

“We consider ourselves to be a
community,” said Mrs. Miller, “and
we want to foster that feeling by
offering more activities...something
for everyone. We try to get people to
meet people they might not meet
otherwise. We help people make as
much of their summer here as they
can.”

Social events include: Wacky
Wednesdays where youngsters en-
joy a story and raft; pizza lunches
that save moms from packing lunch
for a day; the traditional tube and
float days; and pool volleyball. The
annual Family Party, which featured
DJ music, dancing and swimming
from 6 to 11 p.m. took place last
Saturday night. All activities are or-
ganized by member volunteers.

The influx of so many new mem-
bers is not without challenges. For
example, scheduling swim lessons
(which are provided free to mem-
bers) for so many more children ne-
cessitated extending lesson times to
1 p.m.

“We increased the number of les-
sons that guards teach, and have
been able to fulfill (members’) re-
quirements,” said Jeremy
Koscielecki, who has worked sum-
mers at Highland for six years. This
year, he is filling in as needed when
Pool Manager Ed Sweeney and As-
sistant Manager Lori Schnedeker are
off duty.

Mr. Koscielecki spoke positively
of the increase in (member) volun-
teers he has seen this summer, par-
ticularly at swim meets.

The sheer size of the swim team
presented its own set of challenges
for Coach Reichle, who lives in
Scotch Plains and teaches math at
Pingry School. During the daily two
and a half hours of practice, he and
his assistants spread their time across
seven different ability groups.

It is no small feat to balance the
talents of kids who swim competi-
tively year round with those who are
strictly summer swimmers and, at
the same time, give every swimmer
a shot at one of the coveted ribbons
that are awarded for first through
sixth place finishes.

This is Eileen Sweeney’s second
year assisting Coach Reichle. She
saw “tremendous improvement” over
the past three weeks among the 35-
40 new swimmers to the team, par-
ticularly the littlest Sharks, who, she
said, have come a long way with
their strokes and their dives.

“It’s been a little more stressful to
get all the kids where they’re going
at meets,” she acknowledged, given

the size the team, but, all in all, “It’s
been fun.”

Martha Lynch of Plainfield, who
coordinates the team’s parent volun-
teers, admired Mr. Reichle for the
way he sees to it that every member
of the team gets attention.

“I’ve found him to be fair,” said
Mrs. Lynch, whose own children first
began swimming for Highland seven
years ago. “Bill treats all the kids as
if each of them had a special gift and
talent, and he works hard to bring
that talent out.”

During the course of the one-month
season, swim team parents are needed
to work the individual meets as tim-
ers, scorers, marshals, runners, an-
nouncers and more.

Following this weekend’s league
championships, to be held at Willow
Grove Swim Club in Scotch Plains
and at Westfield Memorial Pool, the
2000 season will be over and swim
team will be just a happy memory
until next year.

Going into this summer, Highland’s
48th season, Board President Craig
Guiffre, also of Scotch Plains, and
the rest of the trustees made some
improvements to ensure the ongoing
safety and enjoyment of members.

For example, the board acted on
legislative changes in 1999 which
required upgraded electrical systems
throughout the pool property. The
board also purchased a new pump for
the pool, painted the locker rooms,
refurbished the ladies’ locker, re-
placed floor mats and upgraded the
public address and communications
systems.

Additional money was spent on
installing new entrance railings,
shrubbery and paving. More chairs,
tables and cushions were also pur-
chased for members’ comfort.

Mr. Guiffre spoke highly of the
quality staff at Highland. He said,
“Most of our staff return each year,
due to the camaraderie and family
feeling that makes Highland unique.
We have a terrific staff, which con-
tributes to our success.”

In addition to the aforementioned
staff members, Highland guards also
include: Jennifer Bassman, Sara Beth
Euwer, Amanda and Jill Koscielecki,
Mark Lynch, Marissa Melendez and
Chris Smith.

Looking ahead to the rest of the
summer, things like water volleyball
and a possible Dibble tournament
are on tap. For those not in the know,
Dibble is a game that provides hours
of pleasure for kids eager to leap into
the water in the hopes of being the
first to find a floating golf tee (a.k.a
“dibble”).

Willow Grove’s 120-member team,
the Barracudas, matched up well
against the Highland Sharks this past
Saturday at Willow Grove. There
were a host of pool and club records
broken by individuals as well as re-
lay teams during the morning meet
as all the kids swam their hearts out
on behalf of their respective clubs.

Despite intense competition, both
teams showed good sportsmanship.
At the conclusion of a particularly
close race, the top swimmers from
both teams in the 15-17 boys’ level
congratulate each other with hand-
shakes across the lanes.

Highland ultimately won the meet,
310 points to 221, thus concluding
another undefeated season.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LOOKING FOR A BARGAIN…Swarms of shoppers flooded downtown Westfield last Thursday, Friday and Saturday
in search of bargains at the Sidewalk Sales sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation and the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce. Pictured, above, shoppers look for shoes in front of Castle Bootery on Elm Street.
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Crossway Place

overlap in which both gateways
will be under construction. During
that time, Martine Ave. and Tuttle
Parkway will be the alternatives.

Crossway will also remain open
to emergency vehicles only during
that six-day crossover.

Hetfield is set to be closed for
three months, barring any unfore-
seen problems.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Area School Districts Evaluate
New Construction Legislation
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Scotch Plains Family Hosts VP
Al Gore During Recent Fundraiser

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — This past
Sunday, while other families may have
headed for the shore, the local swim
clubs or the amusement park, one
Scotch Plains family was doing some-
thing no one else in town was doing:
hosting the Vice President of the United
States.

Al Gore, set to be nominated for Presi-
dent at next month’s Democratic Party
convention, dropped by the Arlington
Court home of Dr. Arvind Kumar and his
wife, Chitra, for a noontime fundraiser
with members of the local Indian-Ameri-
can community.

About 150 people —including U.S.
Senate nominee Jon Corzine,
Woodbridge Mayor James McGreevey,
a likely gubernatorial candidate next year,
Newark Mayor Sharpe James, Congress-
man Frank Pallone and State Senator
Raymond Lesniak (Union) — crowded
into Dr. Kumar’s backyard and sampled
Indian cuisine donated by Royal Albert
Palace in Fords.

How does a family end up spending
their Sunday hosting the man who is
currently only a heartbeat — and, Demo-
crats hope, an Electoral College majority
— away from the Presidency?

Dr. Kumar told The Westfield Leader
the Vice President was in New Jersey
trying to raise money for the coming
presidential campaign.

Unable for a number of technical rea-
sons to find a suitable venue for a
fundraiser, leaders in the Indian-Ameri-
can community who are active in help-
ing Mr. Gore’s campaign turned to Dr.
Kumar, a medical oncologist who has
lived in Scotch Plains for three years with
his wife and two children, and asked, just
days before the event, if his home could
be used.

He said that, after giving his assent,
the U.S. Secret Service, which protects
top governmental officials and presiden-
tial candidates, did a background check
on him “to make sure I didn’t have a
criminal record and that I had paid my
taxes.”

Agents from the Secret Service also
visited Dr. Kumar’s home to inspect the
premises and to check out his yard where
the function was going to be held.

On Sunday morning, the Vice Presi-
dent arrived and was ushered inside to
Dr. Kumar’s bedroom, which, according
to Dr. Kumar, “served as Gore’s tempo-
rary office, with a secure phone line.”

He told The Leader  the Vice President
used some of his free moments inside the
house to “play on the Internet,” making a
point to visit www.algore2000.com, his
campaign’s official Web site.

Dr. Kumar then stepped outside and
delivered a welcoming speech to the
crowd gathered in his backyard. He was
followed by two leaders from the local
Indian-American community, and then
the Vice President addressed the gather-
ing for about 20-25 minutes.

After finishing his remarks and sam-
pling some of the Indian cuisine, Mr.
Gore went back inside the house and
took care of some business matters be-
fore deciding to walk from Dr. Kumar’s
house down the street to the Park Place
Diner at the corner of Martine Avenue
and Raritan Road for some flesh-press-
ing with patrons there.

Dr. Kumar estimated that the Vice

President spent about one and-a-half
hours in Scotch Plains on Sunday and
that the event in his backyard raised
about $150,000-$200,000.

Dr. Kumar felt honored to host Mr.

DOE each year in accordance with fed-
eral and state criteria. They set forth what
the state deems appropriate in terms of
school facility design, including class-
room size.

The creation of a five-year plan will
“require some forward thinking” on the
part of districts statewide, said Mr.
Crosbie, who acknowledged many dis-
tricts have already thought long and hard
about the kinds of projects they want to
see implemented.

The DOE then has 120 days to review
the plans and return them to individual
districts. This “preliminary review
phase,” said Mr. Crosbie, will allow dis-
tricts to further clarify what kind of work
they wish to do in the hopes of receiving
state funding.

Come late May/early June 2001, the
DOE’s goal is to return the plans to
individual districts, indicating what ele-
ments of the plan have received state
approval.

Given that time frame, The Westfield
Leader asked Mr. Crosbie what would
happen to districts such as Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that are planning to go out for
a bond referendum this year? He indi-
cated that, while no decision had been
made, the matter is under discussion.

Scotch Plains-Fanwoood Schools Busi-
ness Administrator and Board Secretary
Anthony DelSordi is fairly confident that
the new construction being proposed in
Scotch Plains will qualify for funding
under the bill. He added, however, “I’m
not sure yet how much renovation is cov-
ered under the new legislation.”

It so happens that renovations repre-
sent the lion’s share of the work on tap for
Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools.

According to the business administra-
tor, “what’s covered and what’s not” will
certainly have an impact on what is in-
cluded in the final bond referendum ap-
proved by the board. A vote is scheduled
for September 28.

“The board has a lot of things to ad-
dress,” stated Mr. DelSordi.

“Ultimately, the board will do what’s
reasonable for the taxpayers.”

“We will get some guidance from the
administration as to final recommenda-
tions for inclusion in the bond,” said
Theresa Larkin, President of the SP-F
Board of Education. “The public will also
play a large role. The September meetings
(14th, 21st and 28th) are important. We
want it to be a good proposal that passes.”

Once districts know how much the
state is prepared to kick in, they can
present their case to the public in the
form of a bond referendum.

As Mr. Crosbie explained it, the word-
ing of a bond referendum should be such
that taxpayers will vote on the whole
facilities construction package with the
understanding that the state is prepared
to offset a certain percentage (at least 40
percent) of the total cost.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
A WELCOME ADDITION…Trotting along happily at Watchung Stables, this new colt, recently named “Twofer,” was
welcomed into the world on July 4 weekend when born to a quarter horse named Ginger who came to the stables in April.
To visit “Twofer,” the stables are open from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily. For more information, please call the Stables
at (908) 789-3665.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Mr.
DelSordi added that, once the particulars
of the bond have been finalized, second-
ary programs which have been identified
as must-do projects will be incorporated
into the capital expenditure portion of the
board’s annual budget. Voters’ April ap-
proval of three second questions attached
to the 2000-2001 school board budget
was a first step toward helping the district
build up a capital expense fund.

In the Westfield schools, Robert A.
Berman, business administrator and sec-
retary to the board of education, said that
anything that would help the taxpayers
would be good.

Westfield recently formed an advisory
committee to explore whether another
school bond is necessary to pay for vari-
ous improvements to the town’s high
school. The group has been meeting ev-
ery other Wednesday for several weeks
to discuss the issue, Mr. Berman said.

The committee will continue to meet
throughout the summer and make a pre-
sentation to the board in early fall. De-
pending on what is decided, a bond could
be placed on the ballot in December, he
said.

If it is decided to seek a bond, Mr.
Berman said that bond counsel would
then be brought in to help figure out what
particular projects might be eligible un-
der the new state legislation.

Westfield schools passed a $12.7 mil-
lion bond issue in December, 1998, to
fund a variety of projects throughout the
elementary and middle schools and the
high school.

Mr. Berman also said that his under-
standing is that the new construction
legislation may be retroactive and may
apply to some of the construction that
Westfield schools undertook as a result
of the bond passage.

In Mountainside, Chief School Ad-
ministrator Dr. Gerard Schaller said he
was “ecstatic” that the bill passed.

“We’re looking at our options,” he said,
explaining that an ad hoc committee was
formed in early spring to evaluate the
needs of the district and to determine
whether construction will be needed to fit
the district’s needs. Additions may be
necessary to either or both the present
Deerfield School and Beechwood School,
which is currently being rented by the
Union County Educational Services Com-
mission.

Dr. Schaller said that the ad hoc com-
mittee was formed partly because of
growing enrollment, but also because of
changing classroom needs, particularly
at the middle school level.

Enrollment so far for this fall is up
from 611 to 634, Dr. Schaller said.

The ad hoc committee, which is made
up of a wide cross section of community
and school people, will present its find-
ings to the school board on Tuesday,
September 12. Based on the report, the
board will decide what projects might be
needed and what may be covered under
the new state legislation.

“Knowing that 40 percent could be
funded by the state,” would be helpful if
the district needed to seek a bond. “Any-
thing is better than nothing.”

In Berkeley Heights, where
Mountainside high school students at-
tend Governor Livingston High School,
the school district currently is re-evaluat-
ing a $10.6-million bond referendum
that was defeated in April.

William VanTassel, Berkeley Heights
school business administrator and board
secretary, said the fate of another bond
soon would be decided. He said that a
decision will be made by the end of
August in time for an October vote.

Berkeley Heights is already using a
bond counsel and has asked the counsel
to analyze the new legislation and decide
what work might be eligible to be cov-
ered.

The bond that the Berkley Heights
board of education is considering would
cover an expansion to the district’s middle
school and fund a number of safety is-
sues, such as the repair of roofs.

*  *  *  *  *
Kim Kinter contributed to this story.

Gore, noting that “it is not very common
for Vice Presidents to go to private homes”
for fundraising-type events.

Club Donates Two Horses
To Watchung Stables

MOUNTAINSIDE — Watchung
Stable summer campers have two
new mounts to ride. The horses,
Victor and Gus, were recently do-
nated to the facility by The
Watchung Riding and Driving
Club.

Union County Freeholder Vice
Chairman Alexander Mirabella
thanked Ralph Checchio, Presi-
dent of the club, for the donation
during a recent visit to the stables.

“We are delighted to add Victor
and Gus to our stables and thank
the Watchung Riding and Driving

Club for their continued support.
These horses are a welcome addi-
tion to our stables and will provide
troopers additional riding oppor-
tunities,” Mr. Mirabella said.

“The horses cost $2,700 and were
donated last month just in time for
the busy Summer Camp sessions,
which run from June 20 through
August 18,” stated Hilton Will-
iams, Manager of the stables.

The stables are open from 9 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. daily. For more infor-
mation, please call the Watchung
Stables at (908) 789-3665.

Westfield Eyes State
Little League Final 4
WESTFIELD — Westfield’s 12-

year-old Little League baseball team
defeated Belleville, 7-1, Tuesday night
to win the sectionals and advance to
the New Jersey state championship
final four. Those games begin Monday
night in Little Ferry.

The team was undefeated in 10
games in its district before moving on
to win the sectionals with three victo-
ries.

If Westfield wins the state champi-
onship, they will move on the regionals
in Bristol, Conn. The winner of that
tournament will head to Williamsport,
Pa., for the national championship.

TUESDAY, JULY 18
•A resident of Saint Paul Street

reported that someone damaged the
front facade of his house with eggs.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 19
•A Salter Place resident reported

that someone damaged the windows
on his garage door.

•A resident of First Street reported
that someone attempted to steal her
car while it was parked outside her
house.

•A Westfield resident reported the
theft of his son’s blue Yamaha motor-
cycle from a basement storage area
on Carleton Road.

•Two pewter desktop clocks, val-
ued at a total of $300, were reported
stolen from a display case at a Quimby
Street business.

THURSDAY, JULY 20
•A woman reported that her pock-

etbook was stolen from her Harrow
Road residence.

•Police reported an apparent at-
tempt to pry open a glass door on St.
Marks Avenue.

SUNDAY, JULY 23
•A Hanover Road resident reported

an incident of criminal mischief in
which the left front tire on his ve-
hicle was slashed on Edgewood Av-
enue near Clark Street.

•A Sandra Circle resident reported
receiving harassing telephone calls
for the past three weeks. There were
no suspects in the case at press time.

Tues.-Fri. 9:30-5 • Sat. 10-4

VIRTUE TILE COMPANYVIRTUE TILE COMPANY
160 Broad St., Summit160 Broad St., Summit

(908) 273-6936(908) 273-6936

The area’s
first and

finest
collection

of imported
tiles, stone

and marble.


