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TV-36 Moves Ahead With Technology,
New Part-time Director of Operations

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield Community Television
(WTC), also known as TV-36, will
be upgraded with new technology in
a series of stages over the next few
months.

Along with purchasing and install-
ing new equipment, Town Council
also has approved a salaried position
for a part-time Director of Opera-
tions for TV-36, at a salary of $26,000
a year.

Presently, the local station is run
by a team of volunteers who have
expertise in different areas and who
pool their knowledge and time.

Hiring one individual who is quali-

fied in a number of key areas will
enable the station to advance to a
higher level of quality in broadcast-
ing, according to Third Ward Coun-
cilman Neil F. Sullivan, Town Coun-
cil liaison to the station’s Advisory
Board.

Phil Falcone, the station’s techni-
cal advisor, said that the Advisory
Board is very close to hiring some-
one to fill that position. The process
of selecting the right individual for
the job is lengthy and involved.

“After reviewing 25 resumes, and
interviewing 13 candidates, the TV
Board has chosen one candidate who
possesses the best mix of diverse
skills and experience for the job,”

Mr. Falcone explained.
The candidate’s name will not be

disclosed until a decision by the Town
Council and Board is finalized, but
the candidate, Mr. Falcone revealed,
possesses extensive experience in
broadcasting and community rela-
tions.

Because television broadcasting
involves so many areas of knowl-
edge, including cabling, filming, pro-
gramming, editing and directing, just
to name a few, it will still be a team
effort of pooled experience between
the many volunteers and the new
director, Mr. Falcone pointed out.

The new director will be an inte-
gral part of the next stage, which
involves selecting the best equip-
ment to expand the station’s trans-
mission capabilities.

Comcast Cable Company has al-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Crossway Place to Open;
Hetfield Bridge Will Close

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With Crossway Place in
Westfield expected to be re-opened
to traffic about Friday, July 28,
rehabilitation and repair work on
the Hetfield Avenue bridge in
Scotch Plains is expected to begin
as soon as next Monday, July 24.

Westfield Town Engineer Ken-
neth Marsh told The Westfield
Leader that the roadway under the
NJ Transit Raritan Valley train line,
which is a popular pathway for
vehicles and pedestrians traveling
between North and South Avenues,
will likely be open to emergency
vehicles, such as police and fire,
by the end of this week. Public
access will come by the end of
next week.

With the Crossway Place project
near completion, the Hetfield Av-
enue bridge project can then begin
in earnest.

The importance of having as
many north-south thoroughfares
open as possible was underscored
in the spring when the Scotch Plains
Township Council said the bridge’s
planned refurbishment would not
begin until Crossway Place was
reopened to traffic.

Dennis Harrington, Township
Principal Engineer, told The Leader
last week that signs have already
been posted advising motorists and
pedestrians that the Hetfield Av-
enue bridge would be closed be-

ginning on or about July 24.
He did admit that, given the

delays in completing the Cross-
way Place repair work, the Hetfield
bridge will be closed in the first
weeks of the coming school year
because the repair work will take
about two months.

“To put it (the bridge work) on
the back burner for another year
would be unacceptable,” Mr.
Harrington said.

He said Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, which, along with NJ
Transit, will be financing and per-
forming the resurfacing of the
bridge’s deck and the structural
repairs to its superstructure, will
be “trying to minimize the disrup-
tion to traffic” during the bridge’s
closure.

He said he was “worried about
bus and other traffic,” such as walk-
ers and bikers, and how the bridge’s
closure would affect them.

The $298,469 contract for the
long-delayed refurbishment of the
Hetfield Avenue bridge was
awarded in mid April to GFM
Construction, Inc., of Rutherford.

The resurfacing of the roadway
and the structural repairs to the
bridge, which traverses the NJ
Transit Raritan Valley rail line,
was delayed as the bidding pro-
cess twice resulted in bids signifi-
cantly higher than anticipated.

It was hoped that work could be-

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
JERSEY FRESH…The produce of New Jersey farms was available at the
Farmer’s Market which is sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation
and the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce. The market is located in the
southside parking lot of the train station in Westfield on Thursdays during the
summer months. Fresh fruits, crisp vegetables and fragrant flowers are all
available for purchase.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
UNDER CONSTRUCTION…A portion of Cacciola Place
in Westfield undergoes construction and a clean sweep.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
THE SOUND OF MUSIC…Individuals enjoying a leisurely walk after dinner or shopping through the downtown, savor
the sweet sounds of the Bradford Hayes Quartet Tuesday evening. The event was part of Sweet Sounds Downtown,
sponsored by the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce and the Downtown Westfield Corporation.
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 Some Cacciola Place Residents Express
Problems Getting Alternative Housing

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A few residents of the Cacciola
Place-Central Avenue neighborhood
whose homes are going to be demol-
ished as part of a new residential and
commercial development in that
southside area say they are having
trouble getting assistance with alter-
native housing.

In an agreement arranged by
Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim,
local real estate developer Ralph
Rapuano agreed, as part of the con-
ditions of approval for the proposed
development, to pay for relocation
costs for all of his tenants who are
being displaced by the demolition of
their buildings.

The demolition, set to begin this
summer, will make way for a 23-unit
town house, apartment and store com-
plex on the corner of Central Avenue
and Cacciola Place.

The project was approved by the
Westfield Planning Board in Sep-
tember, 1999 and demolition of the
100-year-old houses, which are
owned by Mr. Rapuano, is scheduled
to begin this summer.

Mr. Rapuano stated that the houses
are in such a state of disrepair that it
would be impossible to renovate them
properly.

“The only safe and economical

option for that site is to demolish the
old houses and build new units,” Mr.
Rapuano explained.

When asked about some of the
tenants’ relocation concerns, Mr.
Rapuano’s response was that the
agreement only covers certain ten-
ants and not others, depending on
when they moved in.

Since the inception of this applica-
tion, several Cacciola Place residents
who live near the development site
and board members of the Westfield
Neighborhood Council have publicly
stated their reservations regarding
the approval of this project during
meetings held at the Westfield Neigh-
borhood Council’s building on
Cacciola Place.

One of the objections raised was
that these new units would displace
the residents unable to afford the
higher rent in the new units.

At the Mayor’s suggestion, the
town made as a condition of ap-
proval, a developer’s agreement with
Mr. Rapuano stipulating that he
would help to relocate his tenants
and give them rent abatement for one
year in the new units, once construc-
tion was completed.

In addition, Mr. Rapuano con-
sented to donate computers to the
WNC’s Community Center.

Cacciola Place residents Johnny

Randolph Nelson
and his roommate
Deborah Nelson
(no relation), reside
at the apartment
building which
fronts on Central
Avenue, but with a
back entrance on
Cacciola Place.

Mr. Nelson
called The Westfield
Leader to report
that Mr. Rapuano
told him on July 7
that he had to va-
cate the apartment
by July 14 and that
no relocation assis-
tance was available
for them.

Mr. Nelson stated that Mr. Rapuano
told him the reason was “because he
had no lease.” Mr. Nelson said that
he had already paid Mr. Rapuano
rent for the entire month of July.

Mayor Jardim told The Westfield
Leader that Mr. Rapuano was sup-
posed to provide the town with a list
of all of the residents who resided in
the houses slated for demolition, who
were in need of relocation assis-
tance.

Mayor Jardim did not recall see-
ing Mr. Nelson’s or Ms. Nelson’s

name on the list. The Mayor verified,
however, that the agreement did not
make any distinction between resi-
dents with a lease and that several
residents with no lease had, in fact,
been assisted with relocation by Mr.
Rapuano through Weichert Realty
Company in Westfield.

Although exact figures were not
available, there may be four-six fami-
lies in several buildings on the devel-
opment property in addition to Mr.
Nelson and Ms. Nelson, some of
whom have already been relocated,
some who didn’t want relocation as-
sistance and one or two who have not
moved yet.

Town Attorney William S.
Jeremiah 2nd told The Westfield
Leader that all of the residents on the
list were advised to contact Weichert
Realty to obtain relocation assistance
and that Mr. Nelson was “free to do
so.”

According to Ms. Nelson, the
Westfield Neighborhood Council
called the Mayor’s office on her be-
half, and was told to advise Ms. Nelson
to call Weichert Realty, as well.

Mr. Jeremiah also stated that after
recent discussions with Mr. Rapuano’s
lawyer, Mr. Rapuano has “backed-
off” of his previous position and will
allow Mr. Nelson until Monday, July
31 to vacate the apartment.

Mr. Rapuano’s lawyer, James B.
Flynn of Westfield, told The Westfield
Leader that because of client/attor-
ney privilege, he could not discuss
any aspects of the situation with the
paper.

However, Mr. Rapuano told The
Leader that Mr. Nelson was not a
resident at the time that the agree-
ment with the town was reached,
and, therefore, is not eligible for
relocation assistance.

“The agreement with the town cov-
ered only prior residents and not new
ones,” Mr. Rapuano told The Westfield
Leader.

Mr. Rapuano stated that he has a
lease agreement signed by Mr. Nelson
in February of this year, that proves
that he was a tenant only for the past
several months, and he knew that heWestfield First Grade Enrollment

To Continue Upward Climb

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
SUMMER BLOOMS FOR
SALE…Virginia Zrebiec of Bunches
Flower Company in Westfield wraps a
planter filled with flowers available
for purchase at the Farmers Market
in Westfield.CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By LAWRENCE HENRY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William J. Foley pre-
dicted “another 400-plus first grade”
this fall during a recent interview
with The Westfield Leader.

“The numbers are changing all the
time,” he cautioned.

He will make his official projec-
tion of school enrollment in mid-
October, the deadline for enrollment-
based federal school aid.

The fall, 2000, first-grade enroll-
ment continues a recent trend of
school population growth in the Town
of Westfield.

The school district, in fact, will
float a bond issue for high school
expansion this December in response,
in part, to the growing student popu-
lation, it was revealed at a board
meeting earlier this year.

In a set of figures faxed by Dr.
Foley to The Leader, first-grade en-
rollments for recent years and pro-
jected through fall, 2002, are:

1997-98: 410
1998-99: 433
1999-00: 443
2000-01: 454
2001-02: 454
2002-03: 460
After that point, projections get

fuzzy, but do fall off somewhat, the
superintendent indicated.

Sixth grade, the first year of middle
school, provides another key statisti-
cal point in evaluating school enroll-
ments.

For 1997-2003, sixth grade enroll-
ments were, and are projected to be:

1997-98: 360
1998-99: 390
1999-00:423

2000-01: 456
2001-02: 463
2002-03: 440
Dr. Foley said the enrollment in-

creases are due to “resales in town,
primarily - lots of new young fami-
lies purchasing houses in town from
older residents like me. Not only do
these people have children, they’re
having more children” once they ar-
rive.

Board of Education President
Darielle Walsh agreed, and pointed
out that the influx of new residents
makes the school board’s job diffi-
cult.

In terms of school enrollments,
Mrs. Walsh said, “We can’t predict
beyond live births in Westfield.”

Town-wide, “What many people
thought was just going to be a blip (in
population) now seems to be con-
tinuing.

“We have to monitor it very care-
fully,” Mrs. Walsh continued. “If it
was just a small little bubble, we
could probably reassign classes, or
move kids around. But because the
numbers are so great district-wide, it
really affects all the grades.”

Dr. Foley noted that another such
population increase had hit Westfield
in the early 1970s.

“We actually had a 2,100 enroll-
ment at the high school in about
1972,” he said. According to the fig-
ures, Dr. Foley is working from now,
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Classic Cars to be Displayed
On July 25 in Downtown

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce and
Downtown Westfield Corporation will
hold the third Westfield Classic Car
Show on Tuesday evening, July 25,
6:30-9 p.m., on Quimby and Elm Streets
in downtown Westfield.

The show, which is free and open to
the public, will display a variety of car
makes and models from a 1904 Model
“A” Ford to “Muscle Cars” from the
1960’s and 1970’s. Prestige Auto Body
and Comcast @Home will sponsor the
show.

Entertainment will be provided as
part of the “Sweet Sounds Downtown”
Jazz Festival, held every July in the
downtown.

On Quimby Street, Scarlett Blue
Band will perform, while Chuck Lam-
bert will play on Elm Street.

A unique feature for this Classic Car
Show will be a special Packard Motor
Car Exhibition, including eight mod-
els of classic Packards from area own-
ers. Westfield resident

Bob Teller, President of the Packards
East Region of the Packard Automo-
bile club stated that he has members
that belong from as far away as New

York City. The Packard Motor Car
Company produced cars from 1899
through 1958.

Comcast @Home will sponsor their
40-foot Hospitality MotorHome at the
event. The MotorHome is air-condi-
tioned, with a living room and restroom
facility. Attendees can sit and relax,
enjoy complimentary cold bottled
water, and view the high-speed Internet
displays, courtesy of Comcast
@Home.

Trophies will be awarded to classic
cars in various categories, including
“People’s Choice,” as well as the
Chamber’s trophy for “Best in Show”
and the “Sponsors Trophies” awarded
by each of the show’s sponsors.

The next Classic Car Show will be
held on Tuesday evening, August 22.
Quimby Street and Elm Street from
North Avenue to East Broad Street
will be closed to traffic from 5-9 p.m.
for the events, and there is limited
space for 100 cars to be on display.

For information, please call the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
at (908) 233-3021. To register a car,
please call Chamber Chairman Darryl
Walker at (908) 654-4100.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield
TV-36

ready installed some of the fiber
optic equipment necessary to enable
live broadcasting from Town Hall.

Currently, events can only be taped
and then broadcast later from
Westfield High School. The new
wiring will enable live broadcasting
from council chambers.

Mr. Sullivan stated that he hopes
future upgrades will include wiring
other rooms in Town Hall, such as the
Community Room, to bring live broad-
casts of other meetings to the public.

Mr. Sullivan told The Westfield Leader
that he envisions the future of TV 36 as
a means of bringing more government
access directly to the people.

“Government should be open 24
hours a day, 7 days a week,” Mr.
Sullivan stated. “These advances in
technology and personnel will en-
able the public to access their gov-
ernment and enable government to
reach a greater number of people.”

Mr. Falcone added that other local
access TV stations were researched
to learn more about programming
and equipment options.

“We’re currently testing a new bul-
letin board from 6 a.m. to 8 a.m. and
hope to expand into a wide variety of
programming once all the new equip-
ment is in place.”

New programming will include
live community events, municipal
government meetings and taped in-
terviews of prominent people in town,
as well as an expanded bulletin board.
Emergency public broadcasting mes-
sages programmed from the police
station will also become a key fea-
ture of the community bulletin board.

gin June 1, but township officials first
wanted to make certain that NJ
Transit’s repairs to the bridge over-
pass and the Town of Westfield’s sub-
sequent work to the road were com-
pleted before another North Avenue-
South Avenue artery is closed to auto-
mobile traffic.

Mr. Marsh said in June that some
problems with the contractors that
had been widening the roadway be-
tween North and South Avenues that
runs under the NJ Transit rail line had
caused delays.

The road has been closed for about
nine months, although it originally
was to re-open in late spring.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
JAZZY EVENING…Bradford Hayes of The Bradford Hayes Quartet performs
to the delight of the gathered crowd during Sweet Sounds Downtown, an evening
of jazz music sponsored by the Westfield Area of Chamber of Commerce and the
Downtown Westfield Corporation. The next concert is scheduled for Tuesday,
July 25, from 7 to 9 p.m. in the downtown.
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Cacciola Place Residents Express
Problems Finding Alternate Housing
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Crossway Place,
Hetfield Bridge
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WHS Enrollment

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, JUNE 27
• A Sandra Circle resident reported

the theft of a cellular telephone, valued
at approximately $50, from a North
Avenue diner on June 24.

• A North Avenue, West, resident
reported the theft of a “Firestone” brand
mountain bicycle from her driveway.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28
• A Scotch Plains resident reported

the theft of her cellular telephone from a
table at a local swimming facility.

THURSDAY, JUNE 29
• Wendy E. Sime, 25, of Iselin was

arrested and charged with receiving stolen
property after it was discovered the 1997
Ford Expedition vehicle she was operating
had been stolen in Roselle two days earlier.

The arrest occurred following an auto-
mobile accident at East Broad and Prospect
Streets, police said. Sime was held in lieu of
$3,500 bail at the Union County Jail.

FRIDAY, JUNE 30
• The owner of a local antique business

reported that his front door was damaged.
SATURDAY, JULY 1

• A Westfield resident reported that
her vehicle was damaged by stones which
were thrown at it on North Avenue, East.
The vehicle sustained chips and dents to
the passenger side.

SUNDAY, JULY 2
• A Carleton Road resident reported

the theft of a spoiler and a break light
assembly from her motor vehicle while
it was parked at her address.

• An Edison resident reported the
theft of his 1989 Chevrolet Caprice from
South Elmer Street. The vehicle was
recovered on Harrow Road on July 4.

MONDAY, JULY 3
• A Summit Avenue resident reported

the theft of a Summit Bank card, which
was used to remove approximately
$1,200 from her checking account.

• Carmen Rodriguez, 22, and Julia
Urizar, 50, both of Plainfield, were ar-
rested and charged with shoplifting $647
worth of clothing from a North Avenue
department store. Rodriguez was re-
leased on her own recognizance and
Urizar was held on $500 bail.

TUESDAY, JULY 4
• A Westfield resident said she wit-

nessed a man exposing himself in the
pedestrian underpass of the northside
Westfield train station. The suspect was
described as a Hispanic male, 25 years
old, 5 feet and 7 inches tall, with a
medium build and black hair. He was
not apprehended.

THURSDAY, JULY 6
• A Harding Street resident reported

the unauthorized use of her credit card
number to purchase $2,452 in merchan-
dise over the Internet.

FRIDAY, JULY 7
• A Tice Place resident reported an

attempted burglary at her residence, in
which a male suspect tried to forcibly
enter through the front door. The suspect
was described as a white male, approxi-
mately 40 years old, about 5 feet and 10
inches tall, weighing 200 pounds, with
brown hair and slightly balding.

When confronted, the suspect, who
did not gain access to the home, ran
across the lawn and entered a dark green,
four-door vehicle, possibly a Toyota
Camry, police said.

• Two mountain bicycles, one a
“Trek” brand and the other a “Hard
Rock” brand, were reported stolen from
East Broad Street.

• A white male in his 40s was ob-
served committing a lewd act while sit-
ting in an older model, four-door, dark
blue sedan outside a local swimming
facility, authorities confirmed.

• A “Pacific” brand mountain bicycle
belonging to a Westfield youth was re-

ported stolen from a local recreational
facility.

• An envelope containing approxi-
mately $300 in cash was reported stolen
from a desk drawer at a Lenox Avenue
food business.

SUNDAY, JULY 9
• A Downer Street resident reported

that someone damaged her motor ve-
hicle with fireworks.

• A Mountainside resident reported
the theft of a bicycle from the southside
train station lot.

MONDAY, JULY 10
• A Scotch Plains resident reported

the theft of his bicycle from the northside
train station lot.

• A South Plainfield resident reported
the theft of a cellular telephone from her
daughter’s purse inside a Quimby Street
business.

TUESDAY, JULY 11
• A Fanwood resident reported the

theft of a bicycle from the northside train
station.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 12
• A North Avenue automobile deal-

ership reported that two showroom win-
dows were damaged. It is believed the
damage was caused by thrown rocks.

• Burglaries were reported at two
offices at the same Central Avenue ad-
dress. A television and computer moni-
tors were taken from the one office,
while several promotional items were
removed from the other.

• Rosalie Spirito, 38, of Roselle Park
was arrested and charged with shoplift-
ing $264 worth of clothing from a North
Avenue department store. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance.

THURSDAY, JULY 13
• A Westfield resident reported that

her bank card, driver’s license and ve-
hicle registration were stolen while she
was at a local swimming facility.

• A “Trek” brand 4500 model bicycle
was reported stolen from a North Avenue
business by an individual who asked to
give it a test ride and rode off on it.

• Meredith Asch, 27, of Westfield
was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated at Senaca Place. Po-
lice said she struck four cars in Westfield
before being apprehended. She was re-
leased to a responsible individual.

FRIDAY, JULY 14
• A Perth Amboy resident reported

that he was struck in the cheek by a white
male in the pedestrian underpass of the
Westfield train station. The suspect, who
then continued walking south through
the underpass, was not apprehended.

SUNDAY, JULY 16
• A Fanwood resident reported that

her motor vehicle sustained scratches on
the hood and right side while parked in a
municipal lot behind stores along East
Broad Street.

MONDAY, JULY 17
• Four light fixtures were broken on a

property in the 1100 block of South
Avenue, West.

• Scott Nievzytek, 31, of Livingston
was arrested at Westfield police head-
quarters and charged with criminal mis-
chief in connection with a May 28 inci-
dent in which he allegedly stomped on
and broke the windshield on a fellow
motorist’s car during an altercation on
Central Avenue. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

would have to vacate by mid-July.
Additionally, according to Mr.

Rapuano, this lease agreement states
that Mr. Nelson is giving up his right to
any relocation assistance.

Mr. Nelson recalls being asked by
Mr. Rapuano to sign some papers in
February, but claims that because of
poor eyesight and a lack of reading
glasses, he could not read what the
papers said, but was “encouraged to
sign them anyway,” by Mr. Rapuano.

Mr. Rapuano stated that he has turned
that lease agreement over to Mr.
Jeremiah as proof that Mr. Nelson has
only been his tenant since the reloca-
tion agreement was put into effect.

Mayor Jardim verified that the Feb-
ruary lease between Mr. Rapuano and
Mr. Nelson contained a relocation
waiver.

The Mayor said that if Mr. Nelson
did not sign that lease of his own free
will, knowing what was contained in
the papers he signed, then it could be
problematic for Mr. Rapuano and
would void the relocation waiver.

Mr. Rapuano also told The Leader
that Mr. Nelson “turned down reloca-
tion assistance” and told him that he
planned on moving in with relatives.

“(Mr.) Rapuano knew that I was
living here; he’s been collecting my
rent every month for three years and
he never said anything about
Weichert or relocation assistance.
He just told me on July 7 that I had
one week to get out,” Mr. Nelson told
The Leader.

Ms. Nelson claimed that Mr.
Rapuano has seen her in Mr. Nelson’s
apartment on frequent occasions, and
knew she was living there, but never
discussed relocation assistance with
her either.

“He (Mr. Rapuano) frequently came
over and harassed us to get out,” Ms.
Nelson stated.

After calling Weichert Realty the
week of July 10, Ms. Nelson said that
a Weichert agent took down her infor-
mation and was going to discuss relo-
cation options with her.

However, according to Ms. Nelson,
the Weichert agent told her over the

phone, on Monday, July 17, that Mr.
Rapuano called Weichert to tell them
not to give any further assistance to Mr.
Nelson or Ms. Nelson with relocation
funds and that if she wanted reloca-
tion, she would have to pay for it
herself.

No one at Weichert would discuss
the matter with The Leader and Mr.
Jeremiah told the paper that Weichert
had no obligation to talk to The
Leader.

According to utility bills that Mr.
Nelson presented to The Leader, he has
lived there since at least March, 1999.
He claims he has lived in the building
for more than three years and was
looking for other statements as proof.

“Mr. Nelson had numerous prob-
lems paying his rent,” Mr. Rapuano
pointed out.

“I could have legally evicted him
months ago, but I didn’t out of compas-
sion for his medical condition.” Fur-
thermore, Mr. Rapuano claims that
Ms. Nelson has never been a tenant of
his.

Mr. Rapuano commented that he
has laid out more than $12,000 to help
in the relocation of his tenants. He
cited the contribution of computers
made to WNC and money to support
the community’s street fairs as ex-
amples of his commitment to helping
the neighborhood.

“I have already bent over backwards
to accommodate these tenants. I have
gone beyond what was legally required
of me to help them. How much more
am I supposed to do?” Mr. Rapuano
asked.

After The Leader made several phone
calls to Mayor Jardim, Mr. Flynn and
Mr. Jeremiah, Mayor Jardim told The
Leader that Mr. Rapuano now says he
remembers that Mr. Nelson was a resi-
dent prior to the February relocation
waiver, but he still maintains that Mr.
Nelson signed the relocation waiver
willingly and knowingly.

Mayor Jardim said that these events
were very disturbing and that his of-
fice would investigate the matter and
remedy any violations of the agree-
ment.

grades 9-12 enrollment for the school
year 2000-2001 is expected to be
1,370.

“We’ve been through this before.
Undoubtedly it will happen again.
Enrollment in the district will go up,
then in probably 10 years it will start
to drop.”

WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for June 2000

Top 10 Response Categories

1. Respiratory (25) 6. Diabetic Reaction (6)
2. Motor Vehicle Accident (21) 7. Head/Neck Injury (5)
3. Falls (17) 8. Suspected Fracture (5)
4. General Illness/Weakness  (17) 9. Substance Abuse (4)
5. Cardiac Pain (14) 10. Burns (2)

In-Town Emergency Calls: 201
Out-of Town Mutual Aid Calls: 6
Non Emergency Calls: 5
Total Calls: 212
Total Hours Out: 401:39
Total Volunteer Hours: 2,112

Please support your local Volunteer Rescue Squad. They support you!

Visit the most exciting
site of the summer:
www.goleader.com!

Hovnanian Condominium Application
Turned Down; Developer Plans to Appeal

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- An applica-
tion to build a 100-unit condominium
development by real estate developer K.
Hovnanian was denied by the Scotch
Plains Planning Board in a 7-2 vote on

Monday.
K. Hovnanian’s lawyer Francine

Chesler told the Planning Board, after
the vote, that the application will now be
taken to court. The attorney said the
developer will file an appeal with the
New Jersey State Superior Court, Law
Division.

The proposed development, which
was to be located on the Scotch Plains/
Watchung border, on a site called “the
Reserve,” was initially applied for in
1996, but was denied by the Planning
Board due to flooding and safety con-
cerns.

The second application, heard over
the course of several meetings since
January, included changes to the pro-
posal, which, according to Ms. Chesler,
remedied those concerns.

The seven members of the Planning
Board, however, who voted against the
development, stated that the flooding
and safety issues were not sufficiently
remedied by the changes in the second
application.

Situated immediately across New
Providence Road from the proposed
site, is Weldon Inc., a company that
quarries raw materials from the sur-
rounding mountains. Weldon contested
the application on the grounds that the
site was situated in a flood plain, which,
according to the attorney for Weldon,
William Butler, made this site unsafe
for residential housing.

After hearing the testimony of more
than a dozen experts on flood plain
topography, hydrology and civil engi-
neering, the Planning Board gave each
attorney an hour for summations before
making their vote.

Quoting from numerous Supreme
Court and Appellate Court decisions as
well as the township’s own site plan
ordinance, Mr. Butler pointed out to the
Planning Board its obligation to protect
the public from the hazards of severe
flooding.

Reiterating some of the testimony
made by numerous experts, Mr. Butler
reminded the board that it must base its
decision in anticipation of a 100-year
storm, which was likely to flood the
surrounding roadways.

“Union Avenue, Meadow Avenue and
Route 22 will become inundated under
several feet of water during a regulatory
flood,” Mr. Butler pointed out.

This, he explained, would cause ac-
cess problems to and from the site, as

well as compromising the stability of
the six large retaining walls that were
proposed to hold back the surrounding
hillsides.

In her closing statement to the Plan-
ning Board, Ms. Chesler stated that all
of the off-site concerns regarding flood-
ing, traffic, over-crowded schools and
other safety issues were irrelevant.

Ms. Chesler told the board that the
creation of Scotland Street was the rem-
edy to flooding concerns, because ex-
perts testified that Scotland Street would
never become inundated under water,
even during a regulatory flood.

Ms. Chesler pointed out that the build-
ings would be situated on an elevation
leaving them “high and dry” during
extreme storms and that there was noth-
ing unusual or unsafe about creating
retaining walls of this size.

The seven board members who voted
against the proposal cited flooding con-
cerns as the major reason for their de-
nial.

The two affirmative votes were by
Board Chairman George Tomkin and
Robert LaCosta. They stated that they
felt that the new application sufficiently
addressed safety and flooding concerns.

Most of the board members agreed
that the plethora of information made
this application difficult and complex to
decide.

Several members of the public ad-
dressed the board regarding their con-
cerns about the proposed application.

Dr. David Goode, a Watchung resi-
dent who lives approximately 100 feet
from the intersection of Bonnie Burn
Road and New Providence Road, told
the board that traffic in the neighbor-
hood was already congested and that
adding 100-200 cars to the mix would
only make the congestion worse.

Scotch Plains Board of Education
President Theresa Larkin addressed the
Planning Board regarding the BOE’s
concerns that the proposed develop-
ment would create an additional strain
on already overcrowded schools, ne-
cessitating enlarging the facilities and
raising taxes.

Mr. Butler explained, that on appeal,
the presumption of the law is that the
local board’s decision is correct, and it is
the job of the plaintiff to prove that the
board’s decision was arbitrary, capri-
cious and unreasonable, which in his
opinion, would be very difficult for
Hovnanian to prove.

A PERFECT BLEND…The new addition to McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield is nearing competition, with visual touches such as contrasting brick
trim, arched doorways and brickwork blending the original design of the 1908
structure with the new construction. Once completed, the two-story addition
will house six new classrooms and four bathrooms. The oldest remaining school
building in the district, McKinley’s last addition was erected in 1931. The new
construction is expected to be completed by September. Funding for the
addition was made possible by the passage of the public bond referendum in
December, 1998, to accommodate increased enrollment at the elementary level.


