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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Arts & Entertainment

Pen and Ink
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Heat 2 tbsps of olive oil with the garlic in a large saucepan. Add
tomatoes when the garlic reaches a sizzling point. Add salt and red
pepper flakes. Boil mixture and then bring down the heat, stirring
for about 25 minutes. In a separate pot, boil linguini until al dente
in salted water. Drain linguini. In a third skillet, heat rest of olive oil,
adding shellfish. Stir and cook until shrimp turn pink. Add shellfish
to saucepan with tomato mixture and cook for an additional 3
minutes before pouring over linguini. Serves 4.

6 cloves garlic, minced 7 oz. small shrimp
4 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil 7 oz. bay scallops
2 1/2 c. whole peeled tomatoes, sliced 1 tbsp. fresh parsley
1 tsp. crushed red pepper flakes 1 lb. linguini
1 1/2 tsp. salt

The Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main Ingredient
Fra Diavolo Sauce with Shrimp

John Singer
Sargent

ARTIST  OF THE WEEK

One of John Singer Sargent’s many
detailed portraits.

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Those at the top of the social
ladder in England and America
during the late 1800s were cap-
tured in magnificent detail by the
portraiture of American painter
John Singer Sargent. While com-
missioned by the cream of the crop,
he did not, however surpass any of
the other famous contemporaries
of his time. He was, instead, simply
labeled as “a fashionable portrait-
ist.”

Sargent studied all over the world,
from Florence to Paris, London to
Spain, Africa to Boston. Through-
out his lifetime, his technique in
color usage varied from rich, darker
hues to sheer, light watercolors be-
fore his death in 1925.

His portrait of Madame Gautreau,
a Parisian socialite, was one of the
only works by Sargent that caused
quite a stir. Apparently, his depic-
tion was so appalling, that society,
Gautreau, her kin and art critics
alike shunned Sargent until he was
forced to move to London.

Sargent’s portraits and pieces
have been incorporated in both
public and private collections in
the United States and England. To
catch some of his artistry, visit the
Gardner Museum in Boston, The
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New
York City, The Art Institute in Chi-
cago and The Museum of Fine Arts
in Boston.

Hollywood Doles Out Bigger Bucks
For Openly Gay Actresses, But Why?

Cobblestone Streets and Quaint Boutiques:
 Princeton Is More Than University Town

Star Gazing

Meet the Magnificent Ten:  Area Actors
Ready to Storm NJPAC in Brigadoon

A lot of tables seemed to have turned in Hollywood recently. If
you remember ABC’s “Ellen” before Ellen DeGeneres revealed
she was a lesbian, then you recall it was a big hit with audiences.
But, after DeGeneres went public with her partner Anne Heche,
“Ellen” viewers lost interest and ABC gave it the ax.

However, just last week, it was announced that Hollywood is willing
to pay more to actresses like DeGeneres, Heche, and openly bisexual
Angelina Jolie because producers believe they will reel in more movie-
going dollars and create more of a stir than a Julie Roberts or Salma
Hayek movie. Are we to believe that if Roberts and Hayek decided to
say they were lesbians, their salaries would escalate?

It should be crystal clear that the zeros in an actresses’ paycheck
should not be determined by whether or not she is homosexual
or heterosexual, but whether or not she is right for the role. For
years, women have been fighting to earn the same pay as men for
doing the same exact job, sometimes even putting in more hours.
Now, heterosexual women are going to have to fight to be paid
the same salary for doing the same job as their lesbian counter-
parts. Whew! Where exactly is this society going?

“Oh, do you know who would be perfect for this role?” exclaims
Executive Producer Mr. Smith at MGM, “Renee Zellweger!”

“Errr…,” stumbles Supervising Producer Mr. Jones as he gazes
uncomfortably around the conference table, “She’s not a lesbian,
is she? Who would come to the movie? Call Angelina Jolie.”

Now, here’s a real double standard. Apparently, male actors who
are self-admittedly homosexual in Hollywood will throw them-
selves off a cliff before coming out to their celebrity peers. Why?
Because they fear for their jobs and believe that the movie scripts
would stop pouring in. For example, if Arnold Schwarzenegger
suddenly said he was gay, which we know he is not, Hollywood
might be reluctant to cast him in a “macho” role like the Terminator
in a love scene with an actress like Renee Russo.

Approval of such an insane salary policy by the movie-going
public would be a shambles. Let’s prove to Tinseltown that the
movies we attend are based on the ability of the actress and not
her sexual preference.

Continued on Page 17

By BRIAN JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PRINCETON — Spending an
afternoon in the Ivy League col-
lege town of Princeton, one can
experience an abundance of cul-
tural diversity through the various
music venues, fine food establish-
ments, and gothic structures of the
Princeton University campus.

Strolling down Nassau Street on
a sunny Sunday afternoon, one
can take in the latest movies at the
Princeton Garden Theatre, linger
over good coffee at Starbuck’s, or
sit and read at the newstand at

Palmer Square.
If music is on your mind, one

can choose from hundreds of thou-
sands of titles at the popular
Princeton Record Exchange, lo-
cated on South Tulane, one of
New Jersey’s most complete col-
lections and invigorating music
store experiences, specializing in
rare vinyl selections along with
CD’s, tapes, and video.

A dollar can get you a perfectly
mint used LP, and with two-tier
shelving, they have room for un-
limited selections. All musical tastes
are catered to at the Princeton
Record Exchange, which offers
rare finds.

If you’re looking for a vintage
guitar to jam with your friends or
rock out in your band, Farrington’s
Music on Spring Street features
choice selections along with sheet
music and accessories.

Witherspoon Street is brimming
with a variety of specialty shops
such as the famous Army/Navy

Store of Princeton.
The campus at Princeton Uni-

versity is a sight to behold. The
dorms and academic buildings,
which have been untouched and
unaltered for centuries, remain an
architectural masterpiece.

One can spend hours walking
in and out of sectioned quads
while marveling at the unique and
old structures. It is easy to com-
pare the gothic structures to a
European “ruin,” a term penned
by a former Art student from En-
gland at the University.

One can obtain an appreciation

of art history through the ages at
The Art Museum at Princeton Uni-
versity, which is open to the pub-
lic. “Collecting American Folk Art:
The Edward Duff Balten Collec-
tion at Princeton” is currently on
tap at the museum for fans of folk
artistry.

If you’re feeling a love for the
theatre or dance, be sure to catch
a quality production at the
McCarter Theater at 91 University
Place in Princeton. Coming in
August, Mikhail Baryshnikov will
perform with The White Oak
Dance Project. From September to
October, a play based on Homer’s
The Odyssey, will take the stage.

Aromas of fresh seafood delica-
cies down Alexander Road in town,
luring visitors toward the south-
ern tip of the University where
The Rusty Scupper offers fine steak
and seafood fare. The tempting
menu includes Salmon Caesar
Salad, Scallop and Shrimp Bro-
chettes, Raspberry Chicken and

Seafood Linguini – for starters.
Traveling up the block, one can

take a journey through the Univer-

Brian Johnson for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PRINCETON PRIDE...H. & Gross Co. - Outfitters, located on Alexander
Road in Princeton, displays pride in the Princeton colors of orange and
black through the T-shirts, sweatshirts, jackets and other varied mer-
chandise featuring the town’s logo.

Brian Johnson for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHOPPING MECCA...Pristine, cobblestone pathways, shade trees with
hanging plants and tiny boutiques make Princeton a pleasure to browse
through on any day of the year.

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK– The dynamic com-
bination of the New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center (NJPAC) in
Newark and the Westfield Young
Artists’ Cooperative Theatre, which
draws talent from across the state,
will collaborate once more to bring
Lerner and Loewe’s classical mu-
sic Brigadoon to stage starting this
evening.

Ten local acting dynamos from
Westfield and Scotch Plains,
some of which
chatted with The
Westfield Leader
and The Times of
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood will be
part of the
Brigadoon ensemble
through Sunday, July
30, in NJPAC’s Victoria
Theater.

The young, yet sea-
soned actors are ready to seize the
senses of the large NJPAC audi-
ence, just as members of WYACT
did in their 1999 performance of
Oliver! and their 1998 production
of Carousel.

For those who are not familiar
with the high-energy and vibrant
tale of Brigadoon, the story involves
American tourists Tommy Albright
and Jeff Douglas who happen upon
the small Scottish town of Brigadoon.
Tommy, who falls in love with a
young lady there, discovers with
Jeff that the town only reawakens
for one day every hundred years.

Filled with fantasy and memo-
rable melodies such as “Almost Like
Being in Love,” “Heather on the
Hill,” “Come to Me, Bend to Me,”
and “There But for You Go I,” is a joy
for the cast members to perform.

In fact, now that the fifth grade is
behind him, Scotch Plains resident
and one of the youngest members
of the WYACT ensemble, Adam
Biner, is ready and willing to tackle
the role of the Candyman’s Son.

Twelve-year-old Adam told The
Leader and The Times a little bit
about his character. “He likes to sit
back and enjoy the fun instead of
working all of the time,” he stated.

Performing at the NJPAC is quite
a boon too for Adam, who en-
thused, “It’s really exciting and a
beautiful place. It is such an exciting
opportunity.”

“What I hope to do when I’m
older,” Adam mused, “is to be-
come one of the best actors and
dancers in the world.”

A WYACT member for several
years, Adam has held parts in
Carousel and Oliver! with the
WYACT ensemble at NJPAC. Roles
in WYACT productions include
Puck in A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, Hans in Hans Brinker and
the Golden Skates, Barnaby in The
Matchmaker and Tiny Tim in A
Christmas Carol, a play that re-
sulted from a collaboration be-
tween WYACT and The Cranford
Dramatic Club. He has also held
parts in community theater.

In addition, few forms of dance
are foreign to Adam, who has
conquered tap, jazz, and even the
diverse genre of hip-hop.

Twelve-year-old Caitlin Jennings,
a student at Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School in Westfield, hones her
musical theater, acting and voice
talents with WYACT, Paper Mill
Playhouse, Jeannette Maraffi and
the American Performance Studios.

Caitlin, who will play Jennifer
Beaton as a member of the chorus
ensemble in Brigadoon, stated, “I
learned a lot with my teachers,
especially my voice teacher and
Ms. Meryl with voice and breath-
ing.”

Although she has never per-

formed with WYACT or NJPAC be-
fore, Caitlin is already relishing the
experience. “You get to meet a lot
of people from all over New Jersey.
Everyone is so nice and fun to
work with,” she said.

In Rome, Italy in 1998, Caitlin
participated in the ensemble of
L’Elisir d’amore at the Rome Music
Festival. Membership in the New
Jersey Honor Choir in 1999 and the

Intermediate Chorus of the
Central Jersey Music Educa-
tors Association this year are
also to her credit.

If she could choose be-
tween acting or voice as her only
talent, Caitlin said she would chose
voice. Pursuing a career in the
theater, the soprano would like to
challenge her vocal range by play-
ing the dream role of the narrator
in Joseph and The Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat on Broad-
way because even though the vocal
parts are lower than her range, “I
think I could do it,” she said.

The first time will be the charm
for Kim Lam, 13, of Westfield as
she makes her WYACT debut in
Brigadoon as a member of the
ensemble.

“I’m having a lot of fun and I
think it’s a great opportunity to
perform at NJPAC,” said Kim.

Is a career of theater and danc-
ing in the stars for Kim?

“I like doing it a lot for fun,” she
revealed, “but, I don’t know what
I want to be when I grow up.”

Past roles for Kim include The
Sound of Music’s Grettle, Peter
Pan’s Tiger Lily, and The Music
Man’s dance captain. The Lois Allen
School of Dance in Clark is where
Kim has been learning dance since
the age of three.

Brigadoon is Kristina Lucarelli’s
second performance in the WYACT/
NJPAC union. The Westfield resi-
dent is a four-year student of Ms.
Meryl and she holds school play
performances to her credit, includ-
ing roles as Peter in Peter Pan and
The Music Man’s Maid Dunlop.

As a member of the chorus in the
Brigadoon production, Kristina
told The Leader and The Times that
performing at NJPAC is truly an
honor. She also noted that study-
ing with Ms. Meryl is helpful and
encouraging.

Looking forward, Kristina has her
eyes on the Broadway experience,
revealing that her dream acting role
would be “Mimi” in Rent.

Ready to embrace his junior year
at Westfield High School, Chris
Lynn is taking the stage with the
WYACT group for the first time.

He has been awarded the un-
derstudy position for the lead role
of Charlie, who he described as “a
charismatic guy” or “the town stud.”
However, unless James Kilduff of
Summit, who is scheduled to play

Charlie, becomes sick and Chris
has to step in, Chris will portray
the role of Sandy Dean, The
Candyman.

“I’m really looking forward to
playing Sandy Dean, The
Candyman,” said Chris. “He’s kind
of a goofy guy who is always
jumping around and doing a jig.
I’ve always been typecast as the
goofy guy. I played Nicely-Nicely
Johnson in Guys and Dolls and he
had the same kind of essence as
Sandy Dean.”

“It’s a great experience,” said 15-
year-old Chris, “The PAC is like
nothing I’ve seen so far. It’s very
professional. There are no down
sides.”

Chris does not come to the NJPAC
stage as a novice, as he has also
played Stanley in Desire, Desire,
Desire, Tom in Big, as well as roles
in L’il Abner, Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dreamcoat, and A
View from the Bridge.

Portraying Judas in Jesus
Christ Superstar is Chris’

dream role. “I love
the music,” he

said. “I fell in
love with the
role when I

saw it on Broad-
way.”
Westfield’s Katie

Rae Mulvey left
NJPAC audiences
spellbound last
summer when she
carried off the lead

Continued on Page 17

Coming Next Week:

Michelle H. LePoidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After a trip filled with culture in Philadelphia last week, A&E
Editor Michelle LePoidevin will give a unique perspective of the
city as it prepares for the Republican National Convention.
Pictured, below, is Independence Hall in Philly’s Old City district.


