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Letters to the Editor
Town Planner Position Would Help

Westfield in Many Ways, Reader Says

Fanwood Planning Board Seeks
Input on Proposed Signage Change

YFCS Thanks Everyone
For Help With Concert

Youth and Family Counseling Ser-
vice (YFCS) thanks everyone who at-
tended our recent fundraising concert by
the Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea. For
the 10th consecutive year, the concert
drew an appreciative audience and raised
significant money to support the agency’s
programs.

Above all, we thank our departed gen-
erous benefactor and friend, George E.
Keenen, Jr., who was the instigator of the
services and the honorary chairman of the
200 concert. On behalf of the YFCS
Board of Trustees and the entire staff of
the agency, we send heartfelt condolences
to the Keenen family and the assurance
that George’s years of service to our
organization will be long remembered.

Austin B. Sayre
President

YFCS Board of Trustees

I am amazed that our elected and
professional town officials do not have a
person in the position of town planner
that can help them assist the residents of
Westfield. It is obvious that a profes-
sional planner is necessary and one needs
to be put in place as soon as possible.
Having been on the Planning Board,
Preservation Commission, and currently
active in community events, I know only
too well how much help a town planner
would be for this town.

Currently, the process of change in

Westfield is based largely on “crisis
management.” Who screams the loudest
or what issue gets the most attention at
any particular time does not do the town
good in the long term. A town planner
will provide the professional support our
officials need — as only a town wide
planner will know every neighborhood
and be available to the various town
boards as needed. The town already
spends tax dollars on planning consult-
ants so we already have a start on a salary
for this person.

I am lucky enough to have seen the
wonderful plans the Downtown
Westfield Corporation has for the Cen-
tral Business District and I think every-
one would agree that our downtown
would not be nearly as attractive without
the changes made in the last couple of
years. No one can deny that the progress
in the downtown is due to the fact that we
have a planner, full time, dedicated to
just that area.

In the past, residents have asked me
what they can do to make a difference on
a particular issue. Almost always, the
answer is to read the paper, attend the
appropriate meetings, write letters and
get involved. However, if there is one
thing that everyone can do to effect the
most issues in town is to lobby their
elected officials for a town planner. A
nonpolitical professional town planner
is essential if Westfield is to meet the
challenges of the future. We need one
and we need one soon.

Todd Evans
Westfield

The Fanwood Planning Board is cur-
rently reviewing the sign ordinance and
is seeking community input on proposed
changes that could greatly impact the
borough.

Councilman Joel Whitaker wants to
change the current sign ordinance from
one which prohibits neon and internally
lit signs to one which allows them. Mr.
Whitaker supports his preference for
neon and internally lit signs because of
his concern that the borough might be
sued, citing a case in Long Hill Town-
ship.

Towns which have successfully re-
stricted these signs have created aes-
thetically pleasing environments in
which to live, work and shop; they in-
clude Westfield, Chatham, Chester and
Madison. As a comparison, towns that
allow neon and internally lit signs in-
clude Plainfeld, Linden, Garwood,
Rahway and Metuchen.

Fanwood currently has a few
grandfathered neon and internally lit
signs but most are externally illumi-
nated and less intrusive. Irma’s Hall-
mark, Sun Tavern and the Wonder Years
Academy are examples of what we feel
is more tasteful and appropriate for our
small town.

Every community has a right to pro-
mote a desirable visual environment.
We feel that allowing neon and inter-
nally lit signs would be detrimental to all
the efforts currently being made to cre-
ate a Victorian streetscape in Fanwood.

Please forward your comments to the
Planning Board c/o Borough Hill by July
17 and feel free to attend the Planning
Board agenda meeting at 8 p.m. on July
17.

Greg Cummings
Jack Molenaar

Fanwood Planning Board
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Fanwood Planning Board Members Disagree
About Allowing Internally-Illuminated Signs

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – Now in the final
phase of their review of a drafted new
zoning ordinance, Fanwood Plan-
ning Board members offered mixed
opinions this week on whether inter-
nally-illuminated and neon signs
should be permitted under the re-
vised document.

Current regulations in the borough
prohibit both types of signs, although
several are covered by a grandfather
clause. Free-standing, internally-lit
signs are also permitted at several
gas stations in Fanwood, Zoning
Officer and Planning Board member
Nancy Koederitz confirmed. Other-
wise, only externally-lit signs are
permitted.

Gregory Cummings and Jack
Molenaar, board Chairman and Vice
Chairman, respectively, maintain that
internally-illuminated and neon signs
would detract from the borough’s
small-town character and downtown
revitalization efforts that are cur-
rently underway.

In a letter this week to The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, the two men stated
that, “Every community has a right
to a desirable visual environment.
We feel that allowing neon and inter-
nally-lit signs would be detrimental
to all the efforts currently being made
to create a Victorian streetscape in
Fanwood.”

Mr. Cummings and Mr. Molenaar,
who called externally-lit signs “more
tasteful and appropriate for our small
town,” have called for continuation
of a ban on these signs in the new
zoning ordinance.

Meanwhile, Borough Council
President Joel Whitaker, who serves
as governing body representative to
the Planning Board, has argued that
internal illumination should be per-
mitted in the new ordinance.

He proffered that a blend of inter-
nally- and externally-lit signs has
worked successfully in municipali-
ties such as Metuchen.

Mr. Whitaker, noting that this type

of signage is also permitted by the
Township of Scotch Plains, remarked
that internal illumination would make
downtown businesses more visible
to shoppers during evening hours.

The councilman said internally-lit
signs would especially benefit busi-
nesses which are set some 30 feet
back from the street, among them
various commercial establishments
along South Avenue.

“If you want to get a revitalized
business district and good merchants,
you have to make it reasonable for
them,” Mr. Whitaker contended. He
added that current sign regulations
“tie the hands of merchants” in terms
of their ability to identify their busi-
nesses.

He also cited concerns over poten-
tial lawsuits if the borough prohibits
internally-lit signs altogether, citing a
1997 case in Long Hill Township in
which two merchants successfully
challenged such a ban in the Superior
Court of New Jersey in Morris County.

Pointing to towns such as
Westfield, Chatham and Chester,
which also restrict internally-lit signs,
Mr. Cummings said that “you can
accommodate the business commu-
nity in the same way (using exter-
nally-illuminated signs) without

making the downtown look cheap
and gaudy.”

He countered that a community
can attract visitors by creating a
welcoming ambiance, such as the
Victorian streetscape. “We’re just on
the threshold of making Fanwood an
aesthetically viable downtown –
now’s not the time to take a step
backward,” he said.

Mr. Molenaar told The Leader and
The Times that he and Mr. Cummings
had additional concerns over safety
and maintenance issues involving
internally illuminated signs.

He said these types of signs were
more difficult to maintain than exter-
nally-lit models because internally-
lit signs must be dismantled in order
for repairs to be done.

The board Vice-Chairman said that
if bulbs on these signs were not ad-
equately maintained, they might cre-
ate a safety hazard by making it more
difficult for motorists to locate the
correct entrance to a business.

Although he said he is “absolutely
opposed to a complete ban” on inter-
nally-lit signs, Councilman Whitaker
stressed that such signs should be
accompanied by tight restrictions and
regulations regarding aspects such
as size, color and the degree of illu-

mination, to ensure they would
complement the surrounding com-
munity.

“One thing we plainly don’t want
to create is a highway look,” Mr.
Whitaker commented.

Fellow board member Eric Hess,
an attorney and Chairman of the
board’s Ordinance Committee,
stated that he felt both sides had
valid arguments. However, he said
he personally favors the “middle-
of-the-road approach” under which
internally-lit signs would be per-
mitted, albeit with conditions that
would prevent them from conflict-
ing with the existing character of
the community.

According to Borough Attorney
Wilfred P. Coronato, commercial
speech is protected under the First
Amendment of the Constitution. He
observed that towns can regulate
signs, but whether or not such regu-
lations violate the First Amendment
depends on a number of factors,
among them whether or not such
provisions “serve a significant gov-
ernment interest.”

The Planning Board was expected
to resume its discussion of sign regu-
lations during its agenda meeting
this Monday, July 17, at 8 p.m.

in downtown

WESTFIELD
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Don’t Miss the Bargains!
Shopping • Dining • Entertainment

Many stores open late Thursday evening

For further information call: 908-789-9444
229 Charles Street � Westfield � 908.389.0222

Dr. Merriman knows that it takes more than just a degree to be a
great family dentist.

For example, office hours, including Saturdays, that facilitate early
morning and after work appointments and selecting a downtown
office situated close to the commuter lots around the Westfield Y.

Call today for an appointment or office visit


