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Pen and Ink
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

The Jazz Standard
116 East 27th Street, Manhattan, (212) 576-2232
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N i g h t  B e a t
W i t h  A n d y  G o l d e n b e r g

By ANDY GOLDENBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: This article is the
first in a series of club reviews in
the Metropolitan area.

MANHATTAN — As we hit mid-
summer, it is a perfect time to
catch some great live music in
New York as the beautiful people
flock to the Hamptons or the
Jersey Shore. What does this
summer’s mass exodus mean for
the serious music lover you ask?
Free parking on the street of
course!

I had the opportunity to take in
some terrific jazz last weekend
with a few friends at The Jazz
Standard, a terrific Jazz club and
restaurant located at 116 East 27th

Street, between Park and Lexing-
ton Avenues. The trip from
Westfield took around 25 min-
utes and we found a parking spot

Tina Turner

The Dining Table
Rod’s Steak and Seafood Grille
Madison Avenue, Convent Station, (973) 539-6666

Highest Rating: 4 chef hats

FLORAL JOURNAL...Local resident and photographer Nancy J. Ori will
exhibit her works in “Public Pathways: The Olmsted Legacy, A Photo-
graphic Journal by Nancy J. Ori” through August 18 in the Walsh Library
Gallery at Seton Hall University. For more information, please call (973)
275-2033. Pictured, above, is Chatfield Garden in Warinanco Park in
Roselle/Elizabeth.

Tina Turns to Leisurely Retirement;
We Remember Her As ‘Simply the Best’

After serving 44 years in the grueling entertainment industry,
“Proud Mary’s” Tina Turner announced her decision at her
home in Zurich to trade in her gutsy, raspy singing voice and
dancing shoes for a well-de-
served life of retirement.

While a moment of silence
and the bowing of heads are
not requirements, the depar-
ture of such a diva is somewhat
of a loss.

We look to Turner as a para-
gon of endurance – a woman
who has survived more than all
of the “Survivors” on CBS com-
bined – domestic violence,
resurging a declining career,

and doing it
all with dig-
nity. She is
simply the best.

Though she recently turned 60 years old,
Turner revealed that while she can’t jump
around on the stage like she used to, age
has nothing to do with it. She has reported
that, while she will still do some occasional
performances for charity functions or old
friends, she would like to take a rest.

As a woman who visibly feels her music,
from the wild tousling of her shaggy-styled
do to the heart she pours into the micro-
phone out to the audience during “What’s
Love Gotta Do With It,” it is difficult to
compare Turner with any other performer.
She doesn’t equal Aretha Franklin or Janis
Joplin, not Whitney Houston or Diana
Ross.

She can’t. She’s in a class all by herself.

By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONVENT STATION — Few
dining experiences hold the ap-
peal and allure of the classic Ameri-
can Steak House. Who can resist
the bygone elegance of a digni-
fied establishment where impec-
cable food is served with Victorian
flair?

Years ago, when I had sworn off
eating any meat with the excep-
tion of fish, I still delighted in
going to our favorite steak house
in Manhattan, where I would en-
viously stare at my husband’s filet
mignon.

While I still love terrific seafood,
I am happy to be back amongst
the landlubbers. And, no matter
what your particular tastes may
be, you will be sure to find some-
thing that you crave at Rod’s Steak
and Seafood Grille in Convent
Station. Located on Madison Av-
enue (Route 124), in conjunction
with The Madison Hotel, Rod’s is
everything that a classic steak
house should be-and more.

Known for its amazing décor,
which includes an actual antique
railroad dining car, Rod’s is also an
exceptional banquet/catering fa-
cility. The ambiance alone is worth
the visit, with beautiful carpeted
floors and walls adorned with

equestrian artwork. A breathtak-
ing chandelier is visible from both
floors of the restaurant, and the
old-fashioned bar is quaint and
relaxing as live piano music plays
unobtrusively in the background.

While you will certainly enjoy

the beautiful setting and excellent
service, you will leave remember-
ing the food. Rod’s has an excep-
tional menu to please any palette,
with countless cuts of steak, as
well as many fine seafood and
poultry options.

The wine list is excellent, and
we sampled a bottle of Au Bon
Climat Pinot Grigio from the Santa
Maria Valley in California. I re-
cently attended a wine tasting at
the Paper Mill Playhouse in
Millburn, and I learned that wines
from the Santa Maria Valley are
exceptional, as the climate in the
valley is perfect for growing a
succulent crop of grapes. This $36
bottle was rich, balanced and the
perfect complement to our meal.

Continued on Page 19
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Defining Gravity Details
Story of Challenger

By Near Flawless Cast
By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The Theater
Project at Union County College
(UCC) is staging a virtually flaw-
less production of Defying Grav-
ity, by playwright/screenwriter
Jane Anderson.

Director Mark Spina has as-
sembled a near-perfect cast of this
emotional and important play,
which is based on the events lead-
ing up to and following the tragic
disaster of NASA’s space shuttle
Challenger.

Ms. Anderson’s most recognized
work has been for the screen. She
received an Emmy Award and
Writer’s Guild Award for penning
the HBO film, The Positively True
Adventures of the Alleged Texas
Cheerleader Murdering Mom. She
also wrote the screenplays for It
Could Happen to You, and The
Baby Dance, the latter of which
was based on her successful Off-
Broadway play.

The catastrophe of the space
shuttle Challenger may seem an
odd premise for a drama, but this
play is well-written, perfectly
paced, and filled with rich, inter-
esting characters that you can’t

Arts & Entertainment

1 1/4 c. all-purpose flour 1/4 tsp. salt
1 c. sugar 1 c. whole milk
1/4 c. butter, unsalted 1/2 tsp. vanilla extract
1 tbsp. baking powder 4 c. fresh plums, sliced and pitted

Summer Plum Cobbler

The Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main Ingredient

In a 9 x 13 inch pan, melt butter. Place aside. In a large
bowl, combine flour, sugar, salt, and baking powder. Add
milk and vanilla. Pour mixture over butter in pan. Avoid
stirring batter and butter together. Spoon plums over the
batter, again not mixing. Place in 350-degree oven for about
50 minutes.

ARTIST  OF THE WEEK

Beverly Cleary
(1916-    )

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The first day I met Ramona
Quimby, I was at the Sunnyside
Public Library in Linden, standing
on my tippy-toes to get a paper-
back copy of “Ramona and Her
Father” off the bookstacks. It was
awfully worn and the pages were
yellowing – a sign of a beloved
volume.

Characters such as Ramona
and Henry Huggins were on the
tip of every pre-teen tongue
when I was small, thanks to
Oregon native and author
Beverly Cleary. Before becom-
ing the writer of Newbery Medal
and Ingalls Wilder Awards,
Cleary was a children’s librar-
ian.

The irony of Cleary’s story
stems from her difficulty learn-
ing to read as a member of the
lowest level of her reading class
in school. However, persistence
drove Cleary to make the neigh-
borhood library her home,
where she immersed herself in
tomes from sunup to sunset.

Today, we are graced with
classics such as “Ramona the
Brave,” “Ramona Quimby, Age
Eight,” “Ramona Forever,” “The
Mouse and the Motorcycle,”
“Runaway Ralph,” “Ralph S.
Mouse,” and “Dear Mr.
Henshaw.”

Currently a California girl and
a mother of twins, Cleary’s char-
acters have been immortalized
in the Beverly Cleary Sculpture
Garden in Northeast Portland,
Ore. Carefully manicured sculp-
tures of Ramona, Henry and his
pup Ribsy all reside there, along
with Cleary memorabilia.

help but fall in love with.
Mark Spina is the founding Ar-

tistic Director of the Theater Project
at UCC, and his work as a director
is clear, focused and distinct. I
admire his decision to produce
works that are not so well known,
yet still are intelligent and educa-
tional pieces of theater. In a world
where revivals of musical theatre
classics are the norm, and are
bigger draws when it comes to
finding an audience, Mr. Spina has
gone ahead and introduced unique
and diverse theatre to Union
County.

Defying Gravity focuses on the
life of Christa McAuliffe, the Con-
cord, N.H.-high school teacher who
became the first civilian to be in-
cluded in a major NASA space
mission. Sadly, Ms. McAuliffe and
the other six astronauts aboard the
Challenger were all killed on that
fateful day in January of 1986,
when an explosion occurred as a
result of a leak in one of the
Challenger’s two solid rocket
boosters.

While the character is not re-
ferred to as “Christa” in the play,
and is simply called “Teacher,” it is
clear that we are looking at the life
of this remarkable woman and the
effect that her death had on her
daughter, and, unquestionably, on
the entire country.

In flashback and in present time,
the character Elizabeth, based on
Ms. McAuliffe’s real-life daughter,
Caroline, talks to the audience
about her love for her mother, and
ultimately, her anger and despair
at having her mother taken away
from her at such an early age.

The play also utilizes the charac-
ter of Claude Oscar Monet, the
French impressionist painter
whose passion for painting one
subject in various levels of natural
light, mirrors the passion that the
“Teacher” has for space. Monet
drifts in and out of scenes with the
rest of the cast, sometimes visible,
sometimes just quietly observing,
but always a strong presence and
a constant reminder of man’s in-
nate desire to reach for the stars.

Your A&E News:
www.goleader.com!

three blocks away.
Entering the club at street level,

we caught a glimpse of this cozy
restaurant. However, our inter-
ests lay downstairs in the nicely
air-conditioned basement club.

As we made our way down-
stairs we were met by Faheim,
the club’s gracious host, who
showed us to our table. The club
was bigger than I had envisioned,
containing 130 seats. We were
seated near the back, but the
sight line to the small stage was
pretty good.

The club was opened in 1997
and has played host to some of
the biggest names in Jazz includ-
ing Branford and Wynton

Marsalis, Freddie Hubbard, Chick
Corea and Ron Carter.

We were in for a treat that
night as the Standard welcomed
world-renown Tommy Flanagan
Trio, featuring Tommy Flanagan
on piano, Peter Washington on
bass and Tootie Heath on drums.

Flanagan has been entertain-
ing Jazz fans since the mid 1940’s
and is best known for tickling
the ivories for Ella Fitzgerald,
but he also sat in with Mile Davis,
John Coltrane and Sonny Rollins.
That evening, he played an en-
joyable combination of stan-
dards, covers and original mate-
rial.

Flanagan’s playing reminded
me a bit of Thelonious Monk’s as
his style contained humorous
passages as well as moments of
pure beauty. Washington and
Heath kept their solos to a mini-
mum but each handled the mu-
sic with professional aplomb. The
band was minimally-miked
which helped give the rather
large club an intimate feel.

The band played for about 45
minutes and was well received
by the audience. We caught the
early show and said our
goodbyes to Faheim.

The downstairs club served
food and beverages at rather rea-
sonable prices by New York stan-
dards. All in all, a terrific evening
of great jazz in a comfortable
setting.

The next time you are in the
mood for some live music, be
sure to check out The Jazz Stan-
dard.

WITH KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT

Take the Stage
The Jazz Standard

31 Maple Street � Summit � (908) 273-2400
Monday thru Saturday � 10:00am � 5:30pm

lamps � mirrors � chandeliers
french country & english furniture

EXPANSION SALE
Summit Sale Days � July 13, 14 & 15


