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Rahway Avenue Rail
Crossing Quiet Zone
On Hold Until Ruling

By LYNN KOLIBABA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Federal Rail-
road Administration (FRA) ended a
four-month public comment period
on the new Proposed Rule for the
Use of Locomotive Horns on May
26.

The Swift Rail Development Act,
enacted by Congress in November of
1994, required the FRA to establish
the new regulations, which marks
the first time in United States history
that federal law governs the sound-
ing of train whistles.

The proposed rule, announced this
past January, requires that train horns
be sounded at virtually every public
grade crossing in the United States.
It also contains provisions to set a
maximum sound level and duration
for train horns and provides an op-
portunity for communities to estab-
lish quiet zones if they meet specific
criteria.

New Jersey residents may have
thought relief was around the corner
when, in March 1999, Governor
Christine Todd Whitman signed into
law Assembly Bill No. 560.

Sponsored by Assemblyman Ri-
chard H. Bagger of Westfield, this
legislation requires the state to con-
form to federal standards in regards
to the sounding of train horns prior to
crossing highway grade intersections.

Assemblyman Bagger’s legisla-
tion, however opens the door to
whistle bans in the state because,
under the FRA’s new proposed rule,
communities can request a waiver of
the law at select crossings if “Supple-
mental Safety Measures (SSMs) fully
compensate for the absence of the
audible warning provided by a horn
or whistle.”

For the past several years, Westfield
has worked in advance of the FRA’s
final ruling and is well-positioned to
move forward quickly when the rule
becomes effective.

In 1998, the Town Council ap-
proved funding for supplemental
safety measures on Rahway Avenue
at the Conrail freight rail crossing.
The proposed plans have been dis-
cussed with representatives of the
FRA, the New Jersey Department of
Transportation and Conrail. These
plans include curbed medians with
shrubbery between the two lanes of
travel and additional warning signs.

“With gates already in place at this
crossing, the addition of the median
and signs is a simple, effective solu-
tion,” said Neil F. Sullivan, Third

Ward Councilman. “It will be a safer
crossing with the new medians. I saw
videos from test sights around the
country of cars going 60 miles an
hour around crossings with just
gates.”

Gary Strano, a resident of Summit
Court has been involved in the cru-
sade for a quiet zone in his Westfield
neighborhood for the past five years.

“The number of trains passing
through has doubled since we moved
here 12 years ago,” he said. “Some
engineers lay on the horn longer than
others. At 100-plus decibels, all the
whistles sound like a jet engine tak-
ing off.”

Since 1994, the FRA has pub-
lished two nationwide studies of train
whistle bans (all at crossings with
gates). The most recent study was
published in this past January.

It reported that 62 percent more
collisions occurred at whistle ban
crossings than at similar crossing
without bans. The FRA also found
that about 55 percent of the colli-
sions occurred when motorists de-
liberately drove around lowered
gates.

The Proposed Rule is a double
edge sword. At least 30 percent of the
states currently allow whistle bans.

“Conventional grade crossing
treatments used today in many com-
munities with whistle bans will not
qualify as Supplemental Safety Mea-
sures,” said Randal Dickinson, FRA
Regional Manager for Crossing
Safety in the Northeast.

In addition to issues of liability,
the Iowa Department of Transporta-
tion voiced a concern of many, “The
Department recommends additional
appropriations to assist communi-
ties in funding the establishment of
quiet zones. . . Small communities
with limited budgets will struggle
to provide funding to attain quiet
zones.”

Mr. Dickinson said, “More than
2,289 people responded to the pro-
posed ruling. The FRA is now re-
viewing these comments. The ruling
could be finalized as early as this fall
or as late as the middle of next year.”
As the proposed rule now stands, it
would not become effective until
one-year after the final ruling.

“Until the FRA ruling is final,
however, no final decisions can be
made at a local level,” said Fourth
Ward Councilwoman Janis Fried
Weinstein. “We have done every-
thing we can do at the state and local
level.”

Flip 10 Salon
393 Park Avenue ~ Scotch Plains   908~322~8900

When you want to feel special...

Summer Special
Enjoy a Deep Cleansing Facial

&
Relaxing Neck, Back & Shoulder Massage

All for $80
Offer available Wed, Fri & Sat, Now thru August 12th

Union County Transportation Advisory Board
Receives Update on Major Investment Study

By LYNN KOLIBABA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Transportation Advisory
Board received an update on a major
investment study sponsored by the
Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey, the New York Metropolitan
Transportation Authority and the NJ
Transit Corporation on July 5 in
Westfield.

The investment study, Access to
the Region’s Core, or ARC, aims to
expand transit capacity (passenger
and freight) to midtown Manhattan;
maximize use of the region’s exist-
ing transit infrastructure, and main-

tain and enhance the economic vi-
ability of the region.

For local residents, probably the
single most important element of
this project is the construction of a
second rail tunnel under the Hudson
River and a one-seat ride to the
“region’s core.”

Representatives from all three
sponsoring agencies were on hand at
the meeting to answer questions.

Using a PowerPoint presentation,
ARC Director I. David Widawsky,
first reviewed the group’s Milestone
Summary Report, published last May.

This report described Phases One
and Two of the study, conducted

from December 1995 to January
1998. During this time, ARC identi-
fied the need for additional trans-
Hudson capacity and narrowed a list
of 137 build alternatives to the most
promising one, referred to as Alter-
native AA.

This alternative includes plans for
a new, two-track Hudson River Tun-
nel, an expanded Penn Station and a
connection between Penn Station and
Grand Central Terminal.

The total capital cost ranges from
$4.8 billion to $5.6 billion in 1997
dollars. This includes construction,
property acquisition and easements,
and purchase of new rolling stock.

Alternative AA is also designed to
be compatible with the LIRR East
Side Access Project, and NJ Transit’s
Secaucus Transfer Station. The
Secaucus project provides for an
eventual connecting track and “one-
seat ride access” to midtown Man-
hattan for riders from counties in
Bergen, New Jersey and Rockland
and Orange in New York.

Mr. Widawsky went on to describe
the work of Phase Three, initiated in
July of 1999 and scheduled to be
completed in March of 2001.

Alternative AA is undergoing scru-

tiny and ARC is developing variants
in case the plan proves infeasible.
ARC is also investigating “near term”
(2002-2010) improvements to the
Penn Station network to relieve ca-
pacity pressure until some long term
capital projects can be built.

“It is inevitable that we will need
another Hudson River tunnel. By
2020, demand for service will greatly
exceed capacity,” said Martin Rob-
ins, a former director of both ARC
and NJ Transit’s Waterfront
Transportation’s Office for the
Hudson Bergen Light Rail. Mr. Rob-
ins is also a Westfield resident and
chairman of the Westfield Planning
Board.

“It will take a lot of cooperation
between the states and the persis-
tence of New Jersey citizens to keep
this project moving forward,” said
Mr. Robins, who is the current Direc-
tor of Rutgers Transportation Policy
Institute.

He recommended that citizens be
pro-active in contacting local and
state officials. He also noted that
organizations such as the Raritan
Valley Line Coalition are critical to
the eventual realization of a one-seat
ride.

“This is not just a once in a lifetime
opportunity. This is a once in an
eternity opportunity,” said John
Strachan, Sr., a private citizen at-
tending.

“The physical plan and infrastruc-
ture we implement will be what our
children’s children’s children live
with. We should give them as much
flexibility as possible.”

ALWAYS A TEACHER...Dr. Walter E. Boright of Scotch Plains was recently
honored by the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders upon his retire-
ment after seven years as Milltown Superintendent of Schools. Dr. Boright
taught in the Clark schools for 23 years and was a principal and superinten-
dent in Garwood. Pictured, left to right, are: Freeholders Chester Holmes,
Union County Manager Michael J. Lapolla, Freeholder Nicholas P. Scutari,
Dr. Boright, and Freeholders Lewis Mingo Jr. and Angel Estrada. Dr. Boright
is a former five-term Freeholder.CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Mountainside Pursuing Bond
to Fund Street, Sewer Projects

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — A discus-
sion of Mountainside’s proposed
municipal bond ordinance topped
the agenda at the Borough Council’s
work session meeting Tuesday
evening.

As previously reported, a first read-
ing of Mountainside’s Bond Antici-
pation Notes was read and passed at
the council’s regular meeting in June.

The project includes the updating
of borough roads, as well as fixing
storm drainage systems and reseal-
ing sewer lines.

The ordinance states that $2.7
million would be used as a down
payment for the $5.4 million project,
which has a timetable of approxi-

mately two years. These funds will
cover the first phase of the project.

According to Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti, the governing body esti-
mates that another bond ordinance
for an additional $2.7 million in fund-
ing will need to be adopted in 2001 to
cover the remainder of the work.

Mayor Viglianti said literature con-
cerning the project recently was sent
to all residents of the borough.

The four-page document included
a summary of the projects, why they
are needed and how they will be
financed.

The governing body also stated
that, based on a report from the
borough’s auditors, the term for re-
payment on the $5,415,000 is 20


