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Arts & Entertainment
Juxtapose Gallery Prepares
Exhibit of Frame Artistry

WESTFIELD – From Saturday,
July 15, to Saturday, July 29, Jux-
tapose Gallery at 58 Elm Street in
Westfield will feature the works
of friend and colleague Sondra
Newman and her as-
sociate Joseph Ebler.

According to Juxta-
pose Proprietor Gerri
Gildea, Ms. Newman
and Mr. Ebler have
already created some
intriguing frame de-
signs for several Jux-
tapose clients who
were delighted with
her work.

Their company,
“Fine Lines,” has been
crafting custom pic-
ture frames since
1993. Inspired by the
Arts and Crafts move-
ment, their frames
reflect the time-hon-
ored virtues of art-
istry and integrity of
materials.

The frame collection
includes both historic
profiles and new in-
terpretations of the
simple, straightforward designs of
American and European craftsmen
working almost a century ago.

According to Ms. Gildea, these
frames lend themselves particu-
larly to woodblock prints, old
photographs, antique tiles, and
Arts and Crafts textiles; a sam-

pling of which will be on display
and for sale at Juxtapose from
July 15 through July 29.

The Embroiderer by Fine Lines Framing

Swain Galleries Exhibit to Include
Scotch Plains� Catherine Pfost

SCOTCH PLAINS – The ceramic
and colored pencil artwork of
Catherine Pfost of Scotch Plains will
be featured in an exhibit at Swain
Galleries in Plainfield from Satur-
day, July 8, to July 29.

Ms. Pfost was one of 19 prize-
winning artists from 16 New Jersey
localities who were awarded in the
recent 2000 Juried Student Fine Art
Show at the duCret School of Art in
Plainfield.

Proprietor Ann Swain noted, “We
look forward to this exhibit of local

duCret student work each summer.
We never know quite what to ex-
pect, perhaps something humor-
ous, charming or serious and star-
tling. Whatever the medium, we get
to know something about what each
young artist is thinking.”

Ms. Pfost and her fellow prize-
winning artists will be honored with
a reception on July 8 from 5 to 7 p.m.
at Swain Galleries, 703 Watchung
Avenue, Plainfield.

For more details, please call (908)
756-1707.

Sweet Sounds Downtown
Jazz Festival Continues
Next Tuesday July 18

WESTFIELD – The Fourth An-
nual Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz
Festival will continue in down-
town Westfield next Tuesday, July
18, and on July 25 from 7 to 9 p.m.
The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) and the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce are
sponsoring the event to bring more
people to the downtown area dur-
ing the evening.

“Many of Westfield’s restaurants
offer outdoor dining at their side-
walk cafes during the summer, and
the jazz music will add to the festive
atmosphere,” noted DWC/Cham-
ber Promotions Chairman Dave
Sutter.

On July 18 at 7 p.m., Alfred
Patterson will perform on North
Avenue near Talbots. Dave
Leonhardt Trio will play on East
Broad Street near Prospect Street in
front of The Leader Store. Bradford
Hayes will play on the corner of
Quimby and Elm Streets. The New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts will
set up a 12-piece band near the

corner of Elm and East Broad Streets
at the First Union Bank.

Please bring folding chairs to sit
and listen to the music or enjoy
strolling through the venue. For
more information, please call the
Chamber at (908) 233-3021 or the
DWC at (908) 789-9444.

Mountainside�s Kristin Joham
Wins Performing Artist Award

MOUNTAINSIDE — Yamaha
Corporation of America is pleased
to announce that Kristin Leonora
Joham, a student at Governor
Livingston High School and resi-
dent of Mountainside, has been
selected as a 2000 Yamaha Young
Performing Artist for the French
horn.

The Yamaha Young Performing
Artist (YYPA) program is designed
to provide early career recognition
for outstanding young
musicians in the
United States. Hun-
dreds of applicants
ages 16-21 apply an-
nually and undergo a
rigorous taped audi-
tion process for a
panel of national ce-
lebrity musicians.

Kristin is one of
eight winners and
joins more than 100
other award recipients
since 1989. Many re-
cipients have received
scholarships to presti-
gious universities and
conservatories, or are
playing professionally
with major jazz groups
and top symphony or-
chestras.

Already compiling
an impressive list of
accomplishments,
Kristin was winner of
the Crescent Avenue
Music Series Concerto
Competition (1999),
Bergen Scholarship
(1999), and Piano Teacher’s Society of
America Composition Competition
(1997, 1998). She is also a recipient of
the New Jersey Fellowship (1999) and
founder of the Tri-M Music Honor
Society at Governor Livingston High
School in New Jersey.

This year’s national awards cer-
emony was held June 19 on the

campus of Illinois State University in
Bloomington, Il. Winners were
guests of Yamaha for a weekend of
rehearsals, master classes, special
awards concerts and social events.

Michael Skinner, Yamaha Music
Education Manager and Coordina-
tor of the YYPA program, stated that
being a winner opens many doors.
“YYPA gives young musicians the
opportunity to be recognized for
their hard work and dedication.

Yamaha supports music education
at every level.”

For more information about the
Yamaha Young Performing Artists
Program, please contact Yamaha
Corporation of America, Band and
Orchestral Division, P.O. Box 899,
Grand Rapids, Mich. 49518; call (616)
940-4900; or fax (616) 949-7721.
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Defying Gravity  Presented
By UCC Theatre Project

Kristin Joham

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) will
give a jazz band and concert band
concert this Saturday, July 15, at 8
p.m. in Mindowaskin Park. This is
an annual event.

The jazz band, under the direc-
tion of Dr. Theodore K. Schlosberg,
Director of NJWA, plays standard
jazz arrangements and more mod-
ern pieces.

Howard Toplansky, conductor

for the concert band, will present a
variety of music favorites such as
“Triumphal March,” “Tres Jolie
Waltzes” by Waldteufel, “El Captian”
by Sousa, “Windmills of Your Mind”
and “Mack the Knife.”

In addition, a Harp Ensemble,
under the direction of Thomas Lyman,
will perform during the evening.

For more information on this
free concert, please call (908) 789-
9696.

Jazz Band and Concert to Rock
Mindowaskin Park on July 15

3 & 1/2  popcorns

For at least 2 hours and 40 minutes,
The Patriot will set you free — free from
the cynicism that inevitably accompa-
nies the aging process. Your faith in
country will be renewed. The American
Revolution as it was taught to us in
elementary school can again be taken
for gospel. For even the most doubting
of Thomases will be moved by director
Roland Emmerich’s fervently rousing
and historically responsible epic. To not
be stirred is to be hopelessly devoid of
imagination and hope.

And while it is indeed the duty of
Americans to constantly question all
doctrine and dogma, faithful submer-
sion into this heroic tale of our nation’s
birth offers an invigorating hiatus from
that very necessary vigilance.

Mel Gibson does a journeyman job as
the archetypal citizen hero, Benjamin
Martin, an American variant of the
everyman warrior he so memorably
fashioned in Braveheart. A gentleman
farmer, widowed father of several well-
scrubbed offspring and legendary cham-
pion of the French and Indian Wars, the
South Carolinian is initially painted as a
reluctant soldier. He is still tormented by
actions he took during the Wilderness
Campaign. Still, an injudicious son just

champing at the bit to join the fray calls
him a coward.

No matter. The title character’s first
loyalty is to his family. He has seen what
havoc war can wreak. And that’s good
news for England, albeit only tempo-
rary. Because they eventually make a
grave error.

It reminds me of a political axiom I
learned as a child on the block I grew up
on: “Don’t Make Mitchell Cry!” Mitchell
was a nice enough but rather ineffectual
fighter....that is, unless you committed
the deadly mistake of making him cry.
Then, his eyes glazed over like a
madman’s, arms flailing like a windmill
in full storm, the little guy became
indomitable.

And so it goes with Benjamin Martin.
The British made him cry.

This occurs shortly after Mr. Martin’s
eldest son, Gabriel (Heath Ledger), joins
the Continental Army despite Dad’s ve-
hement objections. A tragic turn of events
at the hands of the movie’s arch villain
Colonel William Tavington (Jason Isaacs),
ultimately puts Benjamin’s next oldest
son in harm’s way. It is too much to bear.
Revenge becomes part of the equation.
And thus, when in the course of human
events, to coin a phrase, dedication to
hearth and home becomes inextricably
tied to freedom from British tyranny,
Benjamin swings into action.

The Patriot affirms that artistically ty-
ing the personal to the grand and majes-
tic without stooping to soap opera sen-
sibilities is the key to making accessible
the full sweep of a motion picture epic.
The plot by screenwriter Robert Rodat
(Saving Private Ryan), while familiar,
manages this astute ploy. It is then
interpreted with notable aplomb by di-
rector Emmerich (Godzilla, Indepen-
dence Day).

Stunningly photographed by Caleb
Deschanel in beautifully unspoiled loca-
tions, the idea of America the beautiful as
the aesthetic prize born of noble conflict
is given ample play; architecture and
interior scenery pay proper lip service to
the Currier and Ives tradition without
diminishing the stark actualities of
America’s fight for independence. Smooth
editing melds it all together.

On the light side, folkways and mores
of the times are realistically surveyed,
including a whimsical look at the pre-
marital practice of bundling (look it up)
that Gabriel must abide by once he
begins courting his patriotic soul mate,
Anne Howard (Lisa Brenner). But then
there’s the movie’s darker side.

Adeptly mixing and managing his
dramatic elements, casually presenting
the day-to-day human events that con-
cerned Colonists, director Emmerich pur-
posely catches us off guard, setting us up
for the devastating horrors of battle. The
cold physics of musket ball and cannon
fire in flight, tearing a mindless rage
through anything in their path, puts a
haunting face on the resolve and bravery
that fought the Revolutionary War.

While patriotism goes in and out of
fashion, there’s no arguing against the
American fight for freedom. Giving pause
at the depicted sacrifice is inevitable.

There is a great dearth of films, let
alone good ones, about the Revolution.
Most folks would be hard-put to name
more than three. But there’s a good
reason for that. Because, while a true
tale, it is also the story of our beginnings.
It is our Iliad, our Odyssey, and hence by
definition steeped in great lore and
mythology. It is the durable stuff of
childhood pageants, dependable, famil-
iar and firm in its telling.

But the recounting here, if it is to come
down from its pedestal and touch view-
ers personally, relies on us viewing it as
one man’s travail. And Mr. Gibson proves
up to the task of fostering that notion.
Personalizing it for the younger audi-
ence, heartthrob Heath Ledger as son
Gabriel is bound to turn some coeds into
Revolutionary War buffs.

And for those who just don’t think it’s
a moviegoing experience unless there’s
a murderous villain to despise, Jason
Isaacs is happy to oblige as the afore-
mentioned Colonel Tavington. The bit-
ter heir of a fallen aristocrat out to carve
a place for himself in America, the
jackbooted sadist is a bit over the top in
his seething manipulations....just a tad
too robust with invective and mustache
twirling. Still, you love to hate him.

And in a comment on military eti-
quette, he serves as the antithesis of
gentlemanly General Cornwallis, nicely
envisioned by Tom Wilkinson as the last
vestige of what he fears is the old order.

Other performances of note include
Chris Cooper as Benjamin’s old Indian-
fighting friend, stolid Colonel Harry
Burwell; Tcheky Karyo as the often
humorous French ally, Jean Villeneuve;
and Adam Baldwin as Captain Wilkins,
a Loyalist who informs on his neighbors
to prove his fealty.

The film’s naturalistic depiction of
military conflict, almost entirely devoid
of romanticization, emulates the tone
Spielberg captured in Saving Private
Ryan. A style pioneered by the great
anti-war film, All Quiet On The Western
Front, it was rarely employed until dis-
enchantment with the Vietnam War in
the early 70’s made anti-war notions
both fashionable and commercially vi-
able.

Otherwise, the American war movie
has, for the most part, served as a clarion
call to war. With few notable exceptions,
the genre has not bothered, the way The
Patriot does, to explore with such pas-
sion the inherent and tragic ambiguity of
warfare. For that, we’ve generally de-
pended on filmmakers in foreign lands,
where the long history of war tends to
erase the glory from human conflict.

Could be we’re growing up.

*  *  *  *  *
The Patriot, rated R, is a Columbia

Pictures release directed by Roland
Emmerich and stars Mel Gibson, Heath
Ledger and Lisa Brenner. Running time:
160 minutes.

Community Band
Continues Series

WESTFIELD – The
Westfield Community Band
will continue its concert se-
ries this evening, July 13, at 8
p.m. with features such as
“Atlantic Zephers,”
“Lohengrin” and “Elsa’s Pro-
cession to the Cathedral.” The
series will conclude on July
20. For more information,
please call (908) 789-4080.

Ghost Hunters Prepare
Next Meeting Tomorrow

WESTFIELD — The next meet-
ing for the New Jersey Ghost Hunt-
ers Society will be held tomorrow,
July 14, at 7:30 p.m. at the Commu-
nity Room in Westfield. The non-
profit group is dedicated to help-
ing individuals understand the para-
normal and learn how to investi-
gate and document ghosts and
paranormal activity. They will dis-
cuss ghost photography, electro-
magnetic voice phenomena, and
hands-on investigations. For more
information, please call (908) 654-
7502, e-mail zensible1@erols.com
or visit www.njghs.net.

Sandra Toll, in the role of
“Teacher” is simply breathtaking.
I get so excited when I see a
performance such as this, and I
want to run through the halls of
acting schools screaming, “This is
it! This is what you must strive
for!” Ms. Toll’s work is truthful,
lucid, and extremely moving.
There is not one moment in her
portrayal that is dishonest or over
the top. She simply grounds her-
self on the stage and tells her
story. This is a remarkable and
professional performance.

Kim Manion is also terrific in
the role of Elizabeth. Ms. Manion
has the difficult job of spending
most of her time alone onstage in
conversation with the audience,
yet she makes it feel effortless.
She expertly takes us on a jour-
ney filled with childhood inno-
cence, hopes and dreams, un-
bearable anger, and, finally, peace.
This is an admirable performance.

Gary Wood is dynamic in the
role of Monet. Mr. Wood is also a
true professional who knows ex-
actly how far to take a role with-
out going over the top. He is
strong, he is elegant, and he ag-
ilely handles this peculiar role.

I also really enjoyed his work in
The Problem, (part one of The
Golden Fleece, recently presented
by the Theater Project.) Mr. Wood
is a fine actor.

Brian Kennedy and Deborah S.
Pires as Ed and Betty, are just
fantastic. These two delightful ac-
tors play a married couple spend-
ing their early retirement in a
Winnebago traveling across the
country. When they arrive at the
Kennedy Center to watch the
launch, obviously, their lives are
changed forever. Mr. Kennedy
and Ms. Pires are funny, touch-
ing, and have amazing chemistry
together onstage. This is outstand-
ing, witty work.

I also really enjoyed the work
of Christopher McCabe in the role
of C. B., the ground technician
who feels responsible for the di-
saster. Mr. McCabe turns in a subtle
and touching performance and is
particularly effective when read-
ing a letter that he has written in
apology to Elizabeth.

Mr. McCabe’s bio in the pro-
gram states that this is his acting
debut, but you would never know
it from watching this actor at work.
He has that James Dean-tortured-
young-man-thing going on. This
is an excellent performance.

Daaimah Talley is also poignant
in the role of Donna, a local
barmaid with a heart of gold and
a fear of flying. Ms. Talley is firm
and unwavering in her portrayal
of a woman who has also suf-

fered an enormous loss.
All in all, the actors here are

superb, and Mr. Spina’s direction
is intelligent. While I don’t com-
pletely agree with his decision to
have the audience on stage with
the actors, he makes this unor-
thodox staging work very well.
This production is also quite im-
pressive technically, with a large
screen in the background dis-
playing various images, includ-
ing impressionist paintings and
outer space.

I encourage you to go see this
production. The brief description
of this play that I can offer in this
space only hints at its many rich
thematic layers. It will surely in-
spire much discussion and analy-
sis on the way home.

Defying Gravity continues its
run at Union County College,
Cranford Campus, at 1033 Spring-
field Avenue. Performances will
be Thursdays through Saturdays
at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 3 p.m.,
now through July 23.

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
By Michael S. Goldberger

The Patriot
You Gotta Believe

JAZZ  PERFORMANCES IN
DOWNTOWN  WESTFIELD

TUESDAYS, JULY  18 & 25
7 TO 9 PM

APPEARING ON JULY  18:

Information:
908-233-3021 or 908-789-9444

BRADFORD HAYES QUARTET  - CENTRAL AVENUE NEAR BOMBAY CO.

SUNNA GUNNLAUGS QUARTET   - CORNER OF QUIMBY  & ELM STREETS

NJ WORKSHOP FOR THE ARTS – CORNER OF ELM & EAST BROAD STREETS

DAVE LEONHARDT TRIO  - EAST BROAD STREET NEAR THE LEADER STORE

ALFRED PATTERSON TRIO   - NORTH AVENUE NEAR TALBOTS


