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Climbing Gasoline Prices Cause Drivers,
Officials To Speak Their Minds on the Issue

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Drivers in the area and around the
nation have watched, seemingly help-
lessly, as gasoline prices have sky-
rocketed in recent months. After years
of paying around a buck for a gallon
of gas, consumers have seen gas
prices this year rise more than 50
percent, to a level where anything

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Former Westfielder, Prison Inmate Kathy Diver Lautenklos
Makes Presentation to Hometown On Drinking and Driving

By LYNN KOLIBABA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

“The point I want to make today is
this: life is a series of choices. I am
here because I made a really stupid
choice. I drank alcohol and then got
into a car. As a result, two people
died and others were tragically in-
jured,” said Kathy Diver Lautenklos,
an inmate of the state’s Edna Mahan
Correctional Facility for Women.

Found guilty on two counts of
assault by automobile, Mrs.
Lautenklos, 36, a 1982 graduate of
Westfield High School, is currently
serving two consecutive 18-month
prison sentences.

Dressed in prison khaki with cor-
rectional officers at her side, Mrs.
Lautenklos was part of a presenta-
tion of Project P.R.I.D.E. (Promot-
ing Responsibility In Drug Educa-
tion), an initiative of the New Jersey
Department of Corrections.

Project P.R.I.D.E. was invited to
Westfield by the Central Jersey Stars

Soccer Club. The event was held on
June 28 in the Board Room of the
Westfield Y.

In his opening remarks, William J.
Hauck, Assistant Superintendent at
the Edna Mahan Correctional Facil-
ity for Women, credited Jack Terhune,
Commissioner of the New Jersey
Department of Corrections, for
launching Project P.R.I.D.E. The
project brings minimum custody of-
fenders from New Jersey correctional
facilities into schools and to youth
organizations to tell, firsthand, how
alcohol and drugs led to their incar-
ceration.

Inmates who participate in Project
P.R.I.D.E. do not receive pay, credit
or time off for this participation. It is
part of their rehabilitation and they
do it because they want to help young
people.

Piloted in the fall of 1998, Project
P.R.I.D.E. has already reached more
than 60,000 young people statewide.

With more than 50 people in atten-

jority of the audience.
“I didn’t drink in high school. I’ve

never done drugs. I lived in a won-
derful little bubble; still I ended up in
prison,” said Mrs. Lautenklos, who
was born and raised in Westfield.

Her mother is a retired registered
nurse, her father is a retired chemical
engineer. Mrs. Lautenklos attended
college at night while she worked as
the Director of Aquatics at the
Westfield Y.

She graduated from Rutgers Uni-
versity in 1986 with a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Computer Science.

At the time of the accident, Mrs.
Lautenklos had a successful career
as a computer systems analyst for
PeopleSoft, Inc. in Teaneck.

“Part of growing up here is that
you are given the tools to succeed if
you use the tools properly. I didn’t
use those tools on the day the acci-
dent occurred,” she said.

Other than the fact that she was go-
ing to work on a holiday, Mrs.
Lautenklos told the audience that No-
vember 28, 1996 started out as a per-
fectly normal day.

less than $1.50 is now considered a
bargain.

A spot check of area gas stations
late last month showed prices for a
gallon of regular ranging between
$1.47 and $1.73, while prices for
premium reached as high as $1.81.

Whether it’s the fault of OPEC or
greedy oil companies or an unre-
sponsive government, consumers
who spoke to The Westfield Leader
on the eve of the Fourth of July
holiday weekend were not happy
about having to dig deeper into their
wallets to fill up their cars.

While several who were filling up
at gas stations in Westfield main-
tained that the price spike had not
had much of an impact, the few
drivers in Scotch Plains willing to
speak to The Leader and The Times
were a bit more vocal.

“I really don’t know whether to
blame (the rising prices) on the gas
stations, the oil companies, the im-
porters, or someone else,” said Jef-
frey Barth of Warren. “I don’t know
enough about the situation. But the
thing that bothers me the most is the
horrible service that many gas sta-
tions seem to deliver. They don’t
seem to understand that they’re in
the service industry. They seem to
feel like you’re doing them a favor by
paying them a ton of money for their
commodity.”

With the higher gas prices, “I’m
more likely to make one trip for
shopping and visiting to save gas
instead of making brief trips back
and forth from my house,” said M.J.
Kleban. She added that she finds
herself paying more attention to
which stations charge less for gas
than others.

Jennifer Das, on her way to work,
said the higher prices have not af-
fected her gas consumption. “I know

that gas prices elsewhere in the world
are higher, and the price increases
here have not affected me greatly.”
Furthermore, she said she assigns no
particular blame for the price spike.

Apparently, local drivers see the
gas price increases as more of a
federal matter than something over
which Trenton has control.

“As a state, we’re not in much of a
position that we can do anything,
from a legislative standpoint,” said
Renee Trabert, with the office of
State Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco (R-Scotch Plains). She
told The Leader that constituent
phone calls and letters to the office
about gasoline prices have been few.

Similarly, The Leader was told by
a spokesperson for Assemblyman
Richard H. Bagger (R-Westfield) that
his office had received a few inquir-
ies about the matter, but that the
issue was more of a federal concern
than a state issue.

Late last week, though, the State
Legislature did do something to ease
the burden on drivers by passing a

bill co-sponsored by Assemblyman
Bagger that would stop any increase
in the four cents per gallon levy in the
Petroleum Products Gross Receipts
Tax.

“Soaring gas prices are making it
harder for people to make ends
meet,” Mr. Bagger said. “As state
legislators, the price of gasoline is
beyond our control. But we can
stop the state from making the situ-
ation worse. Increasing taxes on a
product whose price is already go-
ing through the roof is exactly the
wrong thing to do.”

The tax, enacted during the Florio
Administration, requires the State
Division of Taxation to adjust the
rate twice a year— on July 1 and
January 1— based on a survey of gas
prices conducted by the Board of
Public Utilities. If the average price
is $1.50 per gallon, the tax could be
increased to 4.1 cents per gallon. A
$2 average price would mean the tax
could reach 5.5 cents. The four cents

Lynn Kolibaba for The Westfield Leader
TAKING A LAST LOOK AT HER OLD HOME TOWN…After the presenta-
tion, Kathy Diver Lautenklos prepares to return to the Edna Mahan Correc-
tional Facility for Women. Senior correctional officer, S. Hernandez, stands by.

dance, the room was overflowing the
day Mrs. Lautenklos spoke at the Y.

High school age boys and girls,

from communities including
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Livingston
and Morristown, comprised the ma-

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
IT’S PRICEY AT THE PUMP…Local residents have surpassed the point of frustration with the rising cost of gasoline.
Pictured, above, the Exxon Tiger Mart on South Avenue and the nearby Gulf gas station display their asking prices.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
FIREWORKS!…Children from Westfield and Mountainside await the firework display at Deerfield School in
Mountainside.
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Selection of New Police Chief
May Come by Early September

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Town Administrator Thomas P.
Shannon announced last week he
hopes to have the name of a leading
candidate for the town’s police chief
by Labor Day. The new chief will
take control of a 59-person depart-
ment with an annual operating bud-
get of over $4.2 million.

Police Chief Anthony J. Scutti is
retiring after 14 years as Chief and
41 years with the department. While
his mandatory last day is not until
March of 2001, his accrued vacation
time and other benefits enable him to
leave at the end of the month.

“He could back out at the end of
July and then leave and be on the
payroll. But he’s not going to do that.
He’ll stay on for as long as we need
him to stay on,” Mr. Shannon told the
Town Council at its June 27 meeting.

“I’d like to see my replacement on
the job by the time I’m gone,” Chief
Scutti told The Westfield Leader yes-
terday morning.

In an effort to assist in the process,
the Town Council was expected to
take action last night to contract with
the Alexandria, Va.-based Interna-
tional Association of Chiefs of Po-
lice to facilitate the selection process
for the new chief.

Resumés will be sent to Mr. Shan-
non, who will turn them over to the
Association for evaluation of the
candidates. The administrator has
said he also plans to interview the
candidates. Mr. Shannon will make
the final recommendation to Mayor
Thomas C. Jardim and the Town
Council.

Mr. Shannon said the position will
be open exclusively to members of
the current Westfield Police Depart-
ment. He is considering limiting can-
didates to captains and lieutenants.

The association will have candi-
dates participate in a series of indi-
vidual and group exercises “that
simulate critical aspects” of the
chief’s position. Each candidate will
be evaluated through a detailed pro-
cess, at which point an overall sum-
mary score and ratings on strengths
and weaknesses will be presented in
a final report. The town administra-
tor will then make a recommenda-
tion to the governing body.

Mr. Shannon noted that candidates
will meet with both himself and as-
sociation representatives. He said the
chiefs association will provide the
needed expertise for hiring an indi-
vidual to head a uniform depart-
ment.

Earlier this year, Chief Scutti noted
that he had “groomed” two police
captains with the thought that one
would eventually succeed him as
chief.

Mr. Shannon indicated that he is
also leaning in the direction of hiring
an outside group, similar to the po-
lice chiefs association, to facilitate
the hiring of a new fire chief.

Currently, the day-to-day opera-
tions of the Fire Department are un-
der the direction of Deputy Chiefs
John Castellano and Ray Luck since
the retirement of former Chief Paul
A. Battiloro, Jr. earlier this year due
to health-related issues.

In other business, the council was
also expected to take action to enter

into an agreement with the County of
Union to utilize the Sheriff’s Labor
Assistance Program, better known as
S.L.A.P. Westfield will split the an-
nual $31,000 cost of the program
with the townships of Clark and
Scotch Plains.

The program utilizes inmates in
their final stage of incarceration to
do manual labor as assigned by par-
ticipating municipalities.

S.L.A.P. became operational in
November 1993. The program is an
alternative to a full sentence spent at
the prison facility. S.L.A.P. gives
Superior and Municipal Court Judges
the latitude of sentencing non-vio-
lent offenders to work details super-
vised by a Sheriff’s Officer, accord-
ing to information supplied on the
Union County Sheriff’s Department’s
Web page.

The program utilizes six inmates,
five days a week. Westfield, Clark

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Open Space Tax Proposed
By County Ad Hoc Group

Union County taxpayers face an a
proposed annual increase of $37.90
to improve the county’s parks sys-
tem through the establishment of an
open space trust fund. The fund would
be used to improve existing parks
facilities and acquire additional open
space.

Union County is one of only four
of New Jersey’s 21 counties which
has not established an open space
trust fund. Salem, Sussex and Hudson
Counties also do not have open space
trust funds.

After an almost year-long study
by an ad hoc committee formed by
the Board of Chosen Freeholders,
the committee has proposed the cre-
ation of a county-wide, 2 cent tax per
$100 of assessed valuation. That rate
would channel $6.5 million into a
Union County Open Space Trust
Fund each year.

The tax would represent an aver-
age increase to taxpayers of $70 in
Westfield, $47 in Scotch Plains, $33
in Fanwood and $62 in Mountainside,
according to published information
attributed to the committee’s report.

The tax would generate $65 mil-
lion for the county over 10 years, to
be used for development of the
county’s parks and recreation sys-
tem, for the acquisition of open space
for the county and for towns to pur-
chase open space and develop local
parks.

The county has approved a $47
million plan to upgrade its existing
parks and purchase additional land
as part of the open space and recre-
ation element of the county’s master
plan.

An open space trust fund was seen
as one viable option to fund the
improvements. Two-thirds of the rev-
enue generated would be dedicated
to improving existing parks, with the
remainder dedicated to land acquisi-
tion for open space for the county
and its 21 municipalities.

The ad hoc committee is expected
to make a presentation to the free-
holder board at its Thursday, July 13,
meeting in Elizabeth. The freehold-
ers must act soon in order to meet the
Friday, August 25, deadline to have
a referendum placed before voters
on the General Election ballot this
November.

The ad hoc committee includes
the following members: Dr. Henry
Ross, President of the Union County
Alliance and a resident of
Branchburg; Roselle resident Eliza-
beth Brody, Dean of Rutgers Univer-
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She dressed for work, woke and
fed her 18-month-old son, kissed
her husband good-bye, and set off
from her home in Watchung.

“I had a great day at work. I had
a wonderful feel for life. I was go-
ing home to my family for Thanks-
giving dinner. I had everything. That
day shouldn’t have been different
from any other,” she remarked.

However, Mrs. Lautenklos did
something different that day. She
had a few beers with a colleague
and left for home a few hours later.

As Mrs. Lautenklos testified at
her trial, she remembers hitting road
debris coming off a ramp to Inter-
state 95. She then lost control of her
car, slammed into the guardrail, and
was knocked unconscious.

Her next memory is waking up in
intensive care. A state trooper in-
formed her that her car had struck a
disabled vehicle parked on the shoul-
der of I-95.

A Long Island couple, William
and Marion Holley, were killed.
Their 22-year-old daughter,
Laquinta, had to have one leg am-
putated below the knee as a result of
the accident. Three other family
members were also injured.

Injuries sustained by Mrs.
Lautenklos included an extremely
lacerated liver, several broken ribs
and a punctured lung.

Placed under formal arrest while
still in the ICU, she was handcuffed
to her hospital bed and two police-
men were stationed outside her door
until arrangements were made for
bail.

In a trial that concluded on De-
cember 19, 1998, Mrs. Lautenklos
was acquitted of first-degree man-
slaughter and second-degree vehicu-
lar homicide charges. She was found
guilty on lesser charges of two
counts of assault by auto and, on
March 5, 1999, sentenced to serve
two consecutive 18-month prison
terms with no option of parole.

Prior to being processed and as-
signed to a minimum security block
at The Edna Mahan Correctional
Facility, the state’s only prison in-
stitution for women, located in
Union Township in Hunterdon
County near Clinton, Mrs.
Lautenklos spent five weeks in a
holding area with the general crimi-
nal population.

As Mrs. Lautenklos told her story,
the audience went somber, with
many moved to tears as she spoke

about the pain she felt for the trag-
edy she had caused. “I am lucky to
be alive. This prison sentence is
temporary,” she said. “It is not too
much to pay. I destroyed lives. I
destroyed dreams.”

Tears welled in her own eyes, her
voice faltered for an instant, but she
went on to answer questions from
the audience.

Asked by a member of the audi-
ence to describe life in prison, Mrs.
Lautenklos said, “If not for the sup-
port of my family and friends and
support from people such as Mr.
Hauck and some of the correctional
officers, I would lose my mind.”

Now, instead of a beautiful home
in Watchung, she lives in a small
concrete room with three other
women. Walking a small figure-
eight on a concrete yard has re-
placed her regular athletic hobbies
of running, swimming and playing
tennis. Threats of physical abuse,
sexual advances and fights over a
piece of food are everyday occur-
rences.

When asked how she has man-
aged to adjust to prison life, she
said, “There is no adjusting. Some
of the inmates are truly dangerous
people. I am still in shock. I cry all
the time. It’s a place I know you
couldn’t imagine. I know you
couldn’t because I grew up in this
town. This is the price I’m paying
for what I did.”

She said that for a long time she
denied that alcohol was a factor in
the accident. “I know now, that if I
deny that, it is a lie. It shows no
courage and I can’t help anyone
here today.”

Mrs. Lautenklos also described
the pain of being apart from her
husband, David, and five-year-old
son, Sean.

Visitations at the prison are Mon-
day, Thursday and Saturday for two
hours and are held in a common
gymnasium area with other inmates.
Visitors are searched before enter-
ing. After visitation, prisoners are
led into another room and strip
searched.

So as not to disrupt her son’s life
further, she sees him only two hours
a week. “It breaks my heart to hear
Sean say ‘Be strong, Mommy. Be
tough’ when he leaves.”

Mrs. Lautenklos has spent one of
her son’s birthdays, two of her wed-
ding anniversaries, two of her own
birthdays and one Christmas in
prison.

With credits earned and time off
for good behavior, she is scheduled
to be released on Christmas Day of
this year.

Keith Hertell is the founder and
Head Coach of the Central Jersey
Stars Soccer Club, a select team
organization comprised of 36 girls
in their freshman and sophomore
years of high school.

Mr. Hertell made the arrange-
ments with Project P.R.I.DE. and
convinced Mrs. Lautenklos to join
the program.

“Kathy would not be in jail if not
for the alcohol,” said Mr. Hertell, a
long-time friend. “Laws have
changed and they carry severe pen-
alties when drugs or alcohol are
involved.”

Heather Lane, a member of the
Soccer Club and a sophomore at
Westfield High School this fall,
brought her sister, Kelly, and an out-
of-town friend to the presentation.

“I didn’t expect it to be so emo-
tional. I was surprised that this hap-
pened to an adult. It made me under-
stand how the choices I make can
have a devastating effect on me and
people around me,” she commented.

Heather’s mother, Beth Lane, said,
“This was a good learning experi-
ence for them. I am glad the pro-
gram was brought to our commu-
nity. It hits home when it is someone
from your own community.”

Marie Desjardins, 21, of Ocean
County, also spoke at the Project
P.R.I.D.E. presentation.

A straight “A” student in gram-
mar school, Ms. Desjardins became
involved with drugs at age 14 and
dropped out of school in the 10th
grade.

To support a $100-a-day cocaine
and heroin habit, she started selling
drugs. On a first-time offense, she
was found guilty of possession of a
controlled dangerous substance and
of distribution.

Ms. Desjardins could serve as long
as seven years. She warned the audi-
ence against succumbing to peer
pressure and added, “Even if you
are not doing drugs, if your friends
are, you can go to jail.”

Jean Stone, Membership Director
for the Y and a friend of Mrs.
Lautenklos for 17 years, said, “Both
Kathy and Marie delivered power-
ful messages today.”

per gallon assessment applies to an
average maximum gas price of $1.44.

And, more relief could be on the
way, after the summer, given Saudi
Arabia’s announcement last week-
end that it would unilaterally boost
its oil production.

Lynn Kolibaba for The Westfield Leader
GOOD TO SEE OLD FRIENDS…Kathy Diver Lautenklos with long-time friend, Keith Hertell, following the Project
P.R.I.D.E presentation on June 28.

Kerrianne Spellman Cort for The Westfield Leader
GIDDY UP…Horseback riding at the Watchung Stables has never been more popular during these summer months.

West Trenton Line
Reactivation Topic
For Rail Coalition

SOMERVILLE — Congress-
man Rodney P. Frelinghuysen
(R-11th) will discuss the po-
tential of federal funding to
reactivate the West Trenton rail
line at the Monday, July 17,
meeting of the Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition.

Westfield, the largest com-
muter stop on NJ Transit’s
Raritan Line, is a member of
the coalition. The Raritan Line
also includes stops in Fanwood
and Cranford.

The meeting will start at 8
a.m. in the third floor Somerset
County Freeholders meeting
room in the Somerset County
Administration Building, 20
Grove Street, Somerville.

“We’re looking forward to
Congressman Frelinghuysen’s
insights,” said Somerset County
Freeholder Peter S. Palmer, the
Coalition’s Chairman.

“His Appropriations Com-
mittee experience may be able
to push ahead on the west Tren-
ton Line project.”

Congressman Frelinghuysen,
New Jersey’s only member of
the House Appropriations Com-
mittee, will discuss the federal
appropriations process and its
relationship to the funding of
transportation projects such as
the reactivation of the West
Trenton Line in southern
Somerset County.

Federal funding has already
been approved for several ma-
jor New Jersey mass transit
projects, including the Hudson-
Bergen Light Rail Transit Sys-
tem ($121 million), the New-
ark-Elizabeth Rail Link ($4
million) and the Northwest New
Jersey-Northeast Pennsylvania
Passenger Rail Project study
($1 million).

For more information, please
contact Kenneth Wedeen at the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
at (908) 231-7000, Extension
No. 7239 or via e-mail,
rvrc@co.somerset.nj.us.

PONY RIDER…As an end of the year treat for Wilson Elementary School
children, a school-wide carnival is held featuring pony rides, moonwalk, slide,
games for all ages, and delicious carnival fare such as snow cones and cotton
candy. Pictured, above, this Wilson School pupil gets a bird’s eye view from atop
a gray pony.

Westfield Education Assoc.
Awards Three Scholarships
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Education Association (WEA)
awarded $3,000 in scholarships to
three members of the 2000 graduat-
ing class of Westfield High School
(WHS). Michael Seiler, WEA Presi-
dent, presented the scholarships at
Awards Night on June 1.

Christopher Keenoy, the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Keenoy, re-
ceived the $1,000 WEA Scholar-
ship, which is based on academic
achievement and contribution to
school activities and community ser-
vice.

Chris was an honor student at WHS
and Feature Editor for the Hi’s Eye.
He will attend the College of Will-
iam and Mary in Virginia.

Elizabeth Nicol, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Nicol, received a
$1,000 WEA Scholarship. Tri-Edi-

tor at Hi’s Eye, Elizabeth will attend
Georgetown University in the fall.

The Barry Judd Memorial Schol-
arship for $1,000 was presented to
Kristen Pastir. This scholarship is
given in recognition of a distin-
guished teacher of foreign languages
at WHS from 1974 to 1992.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Mark
Pastir, she was Graphic Editor at Hi’s
Eye. She will enter the University of
New Hampshire in the fall after in-
terning as an equine veterinarian in
the summer.

Funds for these scholarships are
raised through the generosity of do-
nations of the WEA membership.
This year’s committee members in-
cluded Diana Collins, Chairperson,
Patricia Feliaco, Rosemary
Gagliardi, Dr. James Moriarty, Janice
Sheridan and Frances Trees.

College Men’s Club Names
Scholarship Recipients

WESTFIELD – The College
Men’s Club of Westfield has
awarded $22,000 in scholarships to
five members of the Class of 2000
at Westfield High School. This
year’s recipients include Andre
Moore, Stephen Cusimano, Rong
Liu, Christopher Driscoll and Sean
Joffe.

Funds for scholarship awards are
made available through annual
dues, fundraising activities and the
generosity of members.

Andre, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Lemuel Moore, was awarded a
$5,000 scholarship. He plans to
study clinical psychology at Seton
Hall University.

Stephen, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas P. Cusimano, earned a
$2,500 award. He will attend Provi-
dence College in the fall where he
intends to follow a career choice in
business.

Rong, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Wen Liu, received a $2,500 award.
He will be involved with Marine
Reserve Officer Training follow-
ing graduation. Once he has con-
cluded his service requirements,
he will matriculate at Kean Univer-

sity where he will major in com-
puter science.

Christopher, the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Miles Driscoll, garnered a
$6,000 award. He will attend
Neumann College this fall.

Sean, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Edward Joffe, received a $6,000
scholarship and was also the re-
cipient of the “Mel Coren” Award
for excellence in academics, school
and civic activities. He will attend
Bucknell University where he will
major in engineering.

For more information on the Col-
lege Men’s Club and its work, please
call the Club’s Vice President Ron
Greenberg at (908) 654-7456 or
write to the College Men’s Club,
P.O. Box 841, Westfield, 07090.

and Scotch Plains will split that time.
The agreement runs from July 1
through Sunday, December 31.

S.L.A.P. details vary and may in-
volve roadside cleanup, public golf
course or park maintenance, paint-
ing of municipal buildings or other
community-oriented projects.

Initially, Westfield plans to use the
program to assist in some Public
Works and Department of Recre-
ation projects, Mr. Shannon has ad-
vised the council.
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Rising Gasoline
Prices Discussed
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sity School of Law; Henry M. Ogden,
a resident of and former Council
President in Summit; Ralph Miltier,
an educator and former mayor of
Hillside, and Carl A. Salisbury, an
attorney and Westfield councilman.

Morna O’Keefe Named
To Spring Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Fairfield Univer-

sity in Fairfield, Conn. announced that
Morna O’Keefe of Westfield was
named to the Dean’s List for the spring
semester. The daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ron O’Keefe, Morna is majoring
in communications at the university.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, she plans a career in broad-
cast journalism.

Ben Sezer Receives
Bachelor of Arts Degree

WESTFIELD – Ben Sezer, a 1995
graduate of Westfield High School,
earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Physics at Lawrence University in
Appleton, Wis. He is the son of Ruth
E. Sezer of Westfield.

Brandon A. Doerr
Named to Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Brandon Albert

Doerr of Westfield was named to the
Dean’s List for the spring semester
at The John Hopkins University in
Baltimore, Md. Brandon, who at-
tended Westfield High School, will
graduate the University in May 2003.

Louis Dileo Presented Award
At Aviation Challenge California
WESTFIELD – Louis “Blondie”

Dileo of Westfield was presented
the Right Stuff Award at Aviation
Challenge California recently for
consistently striving for excellence
and demonstrating leadership,
sound decision-making, self-con-
fidence and an ability to work well
with others.

While attending the Aviation
Challenge California Mach III pro-
gram, Louis experienced hands-on
training with high performance
flight simulators, 3G centrifuge,
aviation curriculum, land and wa-
ter survival training, and paintball
on the Escape and Evasion course.

Margaret O’Connell
Named to Honor List
WESTFIELD – Roanoke College

in Salem, Va., has revealed that Mar-
garet O’Connell of Westfield was
named to the Honor List at the school.
She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
John J. O’Connell.

Jon M. Bramnick
1827 East Second Street

Scotch Plains, NJ

908-322-7000

20 Years of Civil Trial & Personal Injury
Law Experience .
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