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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Church Youth Learn
About Jewish Heritage
During Museum Visit
FANWOOD – Fanwood resident

Emily Everson, a guide at the Mu-
seum of Jewish Heritage in New
York City, recently led junior high
school youth and their chaperones
from the Faith Lutheran Church in
New Providence on a tour of the
museum.

The group toured all three floors
of the museum. They were accompa-
nied on their visit by Barbara Fasko,
a member of the church and a holo-
caust survivor, who recounted some
of her experiences during World War
II.

Prior to their departure for the
museum, the youth had a luncheon
orientation conducted by the Rever-
end Dr. Murdoch MacPherson, Pas-
tor at Faith Lutheran Church.

The outing was part of the educa-
tional program for youth at the
church. For more information on
youth ministry at Faith Lutheran
Church, please call (908) 464-5177,
or send an e-mail to:
famfaith@bellatlantic.net.

Methodist Church Sets
Vacation Bible School
SCOTCH PLAINS – The First

United Methodist Church of Scotch
Plains, located at 1171 Terrill Road,
has invited the community to partici-
pate in its Vacation Bible School
2000.

The Can-Do-Kids Club will in-
clude preschoolers to fifth graders.
Club meetings will be held at the
church on Wednesday nights from 6
to 7:30 p.m., from July 12 through
August 9. Parents can register by
calling the church office at (908)
322-9222. There is a voluntary dona-
tion of $5 per child.

The Can-Do-Kids will participate
in mission-oriented activities includ-
ing making prayer cards and raising
money for supplies for a Honduran
school destroyed by Hurricane Mitch.
They will also make quilts for hospi-
talized babies.

The evening activities will start
with a light dinner, followed by Bible
storytelling and related activities.
Singing and worship service will
follow the weekly mission activities.

Westfield Churches to Sponsor
‘Youth in Action’ July 17-21

Amanda Parker Is Recipient
Of Alexander Scholarship

Presbyterian Church Installs
Mrs. Thode as Associate Pastor

Rachel Lipschutz to Attend
Hadassah National Conference

A Bi-Weekly Column From Members of the
Westfield Ministerial Association

Changing the World by Creating
New Vision of a United Community

WESTFIELD — Wendy W. Thode
has been ordained to the Ministry of
Word and Sacrament and installed as
Associate Pastor for Christian Edu-
cation and Mission at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield.

With family, friends and church
officials present, Mrs. Thode put on
the symbolic robe of office with the
assistance of her 9-year-old daugh-
ter, Betsy, during an afternoon ser-
vice on June 18 in the church sanctu-
ary.

Another daughter, Annie, 17, dis-
cussed her mother’s influence on her
life earlier in the ceremony. Mrs.
Thode’s husband, Steve, and son,
Teddy, 14, also were there for the
occasion.

Other family members present
were her parents, Ted and Hennie
Sushereba of Cranbury and her sister
and brother-in-law, Heidi and Cabot
Knowlton of Plainsboro.

Bonnie Ruggiero, vice moderator
of the Elizabeth Presbytery, gave the
declaration of ordination. The Rev-
erend Margaret Papsch, associate ex-
ecutive presbyter of the Philadelphia
Presbytery, delivered the charge to
the new minister.

The Reverend Dr. William Ross
Forbes, Senior Pastor of the Westfield
church, said Mrs. Thode’s mid-ca-
reer change to the ministry would be
an asset in her work among the con-
gregation. She has been working at
the church for the past year in the
area of Christian Education.

The church’s two other ministers,
the Reverend Christina L.
McCormick and the Reverend
Victoria Ney, also took part in the
service.

Mrs. Thode began her formal theo-
logical education at the Lutheran
Theological Seminary in Philadel-
phia as a part-time student in 1994.

She served two congregations for

her field education requirements,
including The First Presbyterian
Church in Ambler, Pa., and The First
Presbyterian Church in Germantown,
Pa.

The chancel choir of the church in
Ambler sang an anthem during the
service where she was installed as
Associate Pastor, as did the chancel
choir of the Westfield church.

Mrs. Thode received a bachelor’s
degree in elementary education from
the College of William and Mary in
Williamsburg, Va. and a master’s
degree in education from the Univer-
sity of Arizona at Tucson.

Her early emphasis was on chil-
dren with hearing impairments and
multiple handicaps. She later be-
came Youth Director of The Presby-
terian Church of Chestnut Hill, Pa.

Mrs. Thode worked for eight years
at the church, where her duties even-
tually included church educator. She
also reorganized the entire church
school program.

She pursued her master’s degree in
Divinity at Lutheran Seminary as a
part-time, second-career student
while also working full-time at the
Chestnut Hill church.

While living earlier in Columbus,
Ohio, Mrs. Thode taught at Ohio
State University in a demonstration
classroom for handicapped children
and started a Sunday School class for
mentally challenged adults at the
Broad Street Presbyterian Church.

A native of Syracuse, N.Y., she
grew up in Cranbury. She served as a
Deacon and a Sunday School teacher
at The First Presbyterian Church in
Cranbury while in high school.

SYMBOLIC ROBE...Wendy W. Thode, left, gets help from her daughter, Betsy,
while putting on her ministerial robe after being installed as Associate Pastor
for Christian Education and Mission at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
She earlier was ordained to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament.

WESTFIELD – “Youth in Action,”
a coalition of teenage volunteers from
the First Congregational, First United
Methodist and First Baptist churches
of Westfield, will sponsor a week of
service opportunities and recreation
from Monday through Friday, July
17 to 21.

Students in middle and senior high
school, whether they are members of
the congregation or not, are invited
to participate.

The week will begin with a volun-
teer orientation and pool party on
Monday. On Tuesday, participants
will work at Children’s Specialized

Hospital in Mountainside.
Students will travel into New York

City on Wednesday to volunteer at
the Bowery Mission. On Thursday,
the coalition will sort food at the
Community Foodbank of New Jer-
sey in Hillside.

The week will conclude with an
environmental clean-up project and
beach party at Sandy Hook on Friday.

Advance registration is required.
For further information or to register
for “Youth in Action” Week, please
call the Reverend Pamela Gilchrist
at the First Congregational Church,
(908) 233-2494.

WESTFIELD — The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield has
named Amanda Parker as the recipi-
ent of this year’s John and Edna
Alexander Scholarship Award.

Rachel Lipschutz

WESTFIELD — The Northern
New Jersey Region of Hadassah has
selected Rachel Lipschutz of
Westfield to be one of the Young
Women/Young Leaders recipients of
a subsidy to attend the Hadassah

National Conference to be held Sun-
day through Wednesday, July 16 to
19, in Los Angeles.

Ms. Lipschutz is a member of
Westfield Hadassah. She is Co-Pro-
gram Chairwoman of the Young
Women’s Special Interest Group for
the chapter and is also a life member,
having been given the honor many
years ago as a bat mitzvah present.

An attorney, Ms. Lipschutz has
also been Treasurer of the Tamaques
Elementary School Parent Teacher
Organization and is Treasurer of the
Friends of Israel Children’s Museum
in Israel.

JUBILEE OCCASION…St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in Westfield
recently selected Jean Cooke to receive the Jubilee Medal, which is awarded to
a parishioner for outstanding work in the parish community. Mrs. Cooke has
been active in the parish for over 30 years and is the Secretary for its large
religious education program of approximately 1,200 students. Archbishop
Theodore E. McCarrick presented her with the medal during a ceremony in the
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark. Pictured above is Mrs. Cooke
being congratulated by the Reverend Monsignor James A. Burke, Pastor of St.
Helen’s.

ing Habitat for Humanity and
Bridges, a program to provide food
and toiletries to homeless New York-
ers.

Outside of the church, Ms. Parker,
a Westfield High School graduate,
was active in several school and ex-
tracurricular activities, including the
National Honor Society, Latin Club
and the lacrosse team.

She also volunteered at the Miller-
Cory House and at Muhlenberg Re-
gional Medical Center in Plainfield.

Ms. Parker will attend Colgate
University in Hamilton, N.Y. in the
fall.

The Alexander award is named for
John and Edna Alexander, longtime
members of the First Congregational
Church.

Mr. Alexander was a partner in the
New York law firm of Mudge Rose
Guthrie Alexander and Ferdon. In
1968, he was appointed as Chairman
of the President’s Task Force on Busi-
ness Taxation by President Richard
Nixon.

Len Brooks to Speak
Sunday at Woodside

FANWOOD — The Woodside
Chapel, located at 5 Morse Avenue
in Fanwood, has invited the commu-
nity to attend its Sunday morning
Family Bible Hour, Sunday School
and Evening Service.

This Sunday, July 9, Len Brooks
will speak at 11 a.m. and at the 6 p.m.
service. A nursery is provided at both
meetings.

For further information, please call
Gene Graber at (908) 889-5462 or
Dave Brooks at (908) 789-0796.

First Baptist Reveals
Hours for July-August
WESTFIELD — The First Baptist

Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, has announced its sum-
mer hours for July and August.

Worship will begin at 10 a.m. and
the Interfaith Singles and Continen-
tal Breakfast Discussion Group will
continue at 9 a.m.

Summer Christian Education op-
portunities include Vacation Bible
School from Monday through Fri-
day, July 10 to 14, in the evenings,
and service projects for grades 6 to
12 through Youth In Action during
the days, from Monday through Fri-
day, July 17 to 21.

For further information, please call
(908) 233-2278.

Amanda Parker

The award is presented annually to
a graduating senior who has contrib-
uted significantly to the life of the
church.

Ms. Parker was cited for her in-
volvement with the youth fellowship
and Christian education programs,
including service as a church school
teacher, Bible camp counselor and
youth representative to the Board of
Christian Education.

She also participated in the
church’s outreach projects, includ-

BY REV. WENDY W. THODE

I have been on the staff for one
year. I was just ordained to Minister
of Word and Sacrament on June 18.
I have moved to Westfield from Phila-
delphia with my husband, Steve, and
my three children, Annie 17, Teddy,
14, and Betsy 9.

I received a Bachelor of Arts De-
gree from the College of William
and Mary, a Master of Education
Degree from the University of Ari-
zona in the area of special education
and a Master of Divinity Degree
from the Lutheran Theological Semi-
nary at Philadelphia.

Before coming to Westfield, I
served as church educator for 11
years, and worked and attended
school to receive my degree for the
last six years. I grew up in Cranbury.

Every day, my daughter Annie asks
when I get home from work, “Well,
what have you done today to change
the world?” It’s not always easy to
give her an answer that satisfies her
idea of what “changing the world
means.”

A day filled with meetings, return-
ing telephone calls, checking voice
mail, answering emails, and doing
“paperwork” does not match my
daughter’s idea of what I should be
doing for society!

Recently, I answered her by say-
ing that I had spent the day getting
ready for Vacation Bible Camp. She
asked me how Vacation Bible Camp
could make the world a better place.
I replied that, for me, the goal of
Bible Camp was not just learning
Bible stories, but rather to also pro-
vide opportunities to help children
see the world in a different way.

I believe that faith communities are
challenged daily to help children and
adults see the world that is “counter
cultural.” This counter cultural vision
includes a picture of life in commu-

nity where distinctions are not made
based on age, race, religion, sexual
orientation, gender, or class.

This vision is a picture of life
together where resources are shared
equally and all people have the same
opportunities for employment, hous-
ing and education.

A few years ago, Pulitzer Prize-
winning author and child psychia-
trist Robert Coles wrote a book called
“The Moral Intelligence of Children.”
His research showed that “moral
conduct” develops in response to
how  children are treated at home and
at school.

“Moral Intelligence” is not merely
memorizing rules of a classroom or
the 10 Commandments in the He-
brew Scriptures. Coles discovered
that children grow morally as a con-
sequence of how he or she learns to
“be with others.” This is learned by
observing those around them.

If children have opportunities to
“witness” others practicing “moral
conduct” and then have themselves
opportunities to also practice such con-
duct, a foundation is laid for children
to grow up as critically thinking adults.

Such critically thinking adults are
those people who have developed
this vision of society which is based
on the awareness of the needs of
others, along with ideas of how to
respond to such needs.

Through my work in the church, I
have come to believe that faith com-
munities are being called by God and
the world to provide for such oppor-
tunities in which children and adults
can experience and learn this differ-
ent vision of life together. So may it
be.

*  *  *  *  *
Wendy W. Thode is the Associate

Pastor for Christian Education and
Mission at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield.

As a small community newspaper we depend upon each and every member of the communities we serve to help
us publish the news that directly affects and chronicles your life. Whether it is the results of the local

football game, the announcement of your daughter�s wedding, the passing of a dear friend or a picture of
your child�s 3rd grade class, we provide your family with the news that, when all is done and said, really

matters. But we can�t do a thing without the help of others:

  � The Business owners that advertise in  our publications. We thank each and every one of them,
because without them we would be unable to bring you our papers.

� The �Soccer Moms�, community groups and everyone that provides input to our publications.
Without the input of the community at large, we would be hard pressed to provide quality coverage.

� Most of all, we�d like to thank our subscribers. Week in and week out, year after year this elite group
of people support, debate, criticize, and comment on our work. We hope that YOU are one of this group,

but if your not we�d like to invite you to risk $24 and try us for a year. We are sure that you will not be disappointed.

Subscribe Today! Call (908) 232-4407 or
mail in your subscription request.
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