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Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Student
Reflects on Senior Year in United States

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — He enjoys
music, dancing and going to the mall
with his friends. Soccer is his favor-
ite sport and the best times he had
during his senior year in high school
were getting to see his favorite soc-
cer teams play at the Meadowlands.
He’s 18 years old and can’t wait to
get his own car.

Although this sounds like an aver-
age American high school teenager,
Giorgio Mikeladze is anything but
typical. Giorgio, or “Gio” as his
friends call him, is from the former
Soviet Republic of Georgia and was
an exchange student this school year
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

Giorgio lived with the Reverend
William Hetzel, Pastor of Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church and the
Hetzel family, from August 1999 to
June, 2000.

Giorgio returned to his hometown
of Tblisi on June 27.

During his very busy year, Giorgio
had a wide variety of American cul-
tural experiences, including several
trips to New York City, and visits to
Boston, Philadelphia, Indianapolis
and Washington, D.C. As a member
of the High School’s DECA team, he
attended the DECA Regional and
State Championships.

He considers his team’s victory at
the DECA Championship as one of
the highlights of his American visit.

Besides being a team player in
DECA, Giorgio was on the Junior
Varsity Soccer Team and the Senior
Varsity Tennis Team, earning a letter
in that sport.

As for his future, Giorgio has been
accepted into the best university in
Georgia, where he had to academi-
cally compete for one of the few
highly sought-after spots. He will
major in International Trade and
hopes to work in the oil refining

industry with his parents, who are
both chemists.

When asked what the major differ-
ences are between our two cultures,
Giorgio could think of only one sig-
nificant difference – something that
is on every teenager’s agenda.

In Georgia, teenagers don’t get to
drive until they are 18. Giorgio was
very surprised when he got here to
discover that his classmates were
driving at 17. Being from another
country, he couldn’t get his license
while here.

“That’s the only thing I didn’t like
about being here,” Giorgio laments.
“That I didn’t have my license.”

Another big difference Giorgio
pointed out, is that high school is
much harder in his country than here.

“We have very hard school work,
so very few high school students
have jobs outside of school in my
country,” Giorgio explained.

“And, soccer is to Georgians what
football is to Americans,” he added.

Other than that, there really aren’t
many differences between life in the
United States and in Georgia, he
reflected.

“We’re a democracy and life is
very similar,” he stated. “We watch
MTV and all of the same TV shows,
but we hang out in “discotheques,”
while here, you call it “clubs.”

One thing he really missed while
over here was his mother’s cooking.

“Georgian cuisine is delicious,”
Giorgio related.

While over here, Giorgio got to
visit a Georgian-cuisine restaurant
in Brooklyn, called Piros-Mani.
Giorgio recommends the restaurant
to everyone who’d like to experience
authentic Georgian-style food.

Some of the things he will miss the
most about being here are the soccer
games, and most of all, DECA cook-
ies.

“We made these really great cook-
ies at DECA,” Giorgio said. “I can’t

State Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains has
announced that he has included fund-
ing in the Fiscal Year 2001 state
budget for a new prescription benefit
plan designed to “provide a safety
net for middle class seniors who are
falling between the cracks of pre-
scription coverage.”

The program would provide cov-
erage to senior and disabled resi-
dents whose incomes make them in-
eligible for the Pharmaceutical As-
sistance for the Aged and Disabled
Program (PAAD) or any other state-
funded prescription program.

New Jersey was the first state to
implement a PAAD program in 1975.

Senator DiFrancesco said Gover-
nor Christine Todd Whitman is sup-
portive of the proposal and has agreed
to a minimum start-up dedication of
$25 million. Once implemented, the
program would provide a minimum
of $50 million in prescription ben-
efits each year.

*  *  *  *  *
The state General Assembly has

approved, by a tally of 79-0, legisla-
tion sponsored by Assemblyman Ri-
chard H. Bagger of Westfield (R-
22nd) and Speaker Jack Collins (R-
3rd) that will make New Jersey’s
Main Street downtown improvement

program a permanent part of the
Department of Community Affairs
(DCA). The measure also would add
$800,000 to the program’s budget.

The Bagger-Collins bill, A-862,
would create Main Street New Jer-
sey as a permanent program in the
Division of Housing and Commu-
nity Resources and appropriate the
additional $800,000 to implement
the program for a total Fiscal Year
2001 budget of $1 million. The leg-
islation also establishes the “Main
Street New Jersey Program Fund” to
receive federal, state and private
money to solely support the pro-
gram.

*  *  *  *  *
An experienced nurse will be in-

volved in every sexual assault case
under a new program implemented
in Union County. The Sexual Assault
Nurse Examiner (SANE) project in-
cludes nurses working with victims
at area hospitals on a special team
that includes police detectives and
rape crisis counselors from the Union
County Rape Crisis Center.

SANE revolves around a network
of 20 nurses who will be on call and
respond to sexual assault cases to
perform the examination and assist
law enforcement in the collection of
evidence.

Assistant Prosecutor John
Esmerado said the goal of the pro-
gram is to improve the examination
and reduce victim’s waiting time from
four hours to 45 minutes.

The county is working with the
three participating hospitals: Over-
look in Summit, Muhlenberg in
Plainfield and Trinitas in Elizabeth,
so that the donated space will be
specially designated for the exami-
nations.

Funding is coming from the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers, which has funded a full-time
nurse coordinator, and the New Jer-
sey Victim Witness Advocacy, which
purchased special examination
equipment for the designated areas
at the hospitals.
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get them in Georgia, but maybe some-
one will send them to me.”

“Gio has become a member of our
family,” Reverend Hetzel said. “I’m
certain that we will remain in touch
with him as we have with our other
exchange student.”

Reverend Hetzel and his family
hosted an exchange student from
Azerbaijan last year and will con-
tinue to be a host family to other
exchange students in the future.

Giorgio will be taking many spe-
cial memories and photographs
back to Georgia with him along

with a very special gift, given to
him by the Scotch Plains High
School. After the graduation cer-
emony, High School Principal, Dr.
David L. Heisey, presented Giorgio
with an American Flag that flew
over the nation’s capitol, obtained
through Congressman Bob Frank’s
office.

Reverend Hetzel showed Giorgio
the correct triangular folding of the
flag, but Giorgio said that it won’t
remain folded very long, because he
intends on hanging it on his bedroom
wall when he returns home.
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LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

BASH 2000
Deemed  a Success

In Westfield
WESTFIELD – Project Chairman

of Project Graduation “BASH 2000”
for Westfield High School Donald
Pray recently noted that 282 seniors
or 90 percent of the graduating class
attended the all-night alcohol-free
event at Ricochet Racquet Club in
South Plainfield.

Co-sponsored by the Optimist Club
of Westfield, Westfield High School
Parent Teacher Organization, and
Westfield Recreation Commission,
the party was deemed successful,
according to Mr. Pray.

“As project chairman and on be-
half of the co-sponsors, I would like
to express my sincere thanks to all of
those individuals who supported or
worked on BASH 2000,” stated Mr.
Pray. “We can all be proud of the
response of our community to this
worthy undertaking for the Class of
2000 and future seniors at WHS.”

“We are also delighted to be able
to introduce Project Neon Drunk
Driving Simulator at Westfield High
School in late May, which was par-
tially funded by BASH contribu-
tions,” he added.

Giorgio Mikeladze


