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Arts & Entertainment
WITH KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Kassy Ciasulli

Meryl Bezrutczyk

Renee  Marino

Pick Up Crayolas
At An Earlier Age,
Become the Next

Pablo Picasso?
Juggling at least three differ-

ent colored crayons in her tiny
hand, she pours over her color-
ing book with the determina-
tion Van Gogh used when he
painted his “Irises.” But, for 2 1/
2-year-old Amy Lynn, the sub-
ject matter is much more seri-
ous – it’s Winnie the Pooh and
according to Amy, he should
be colored in with the blue
crayon and coloring outside of
the lines is perfectly accept-
able.

While none of
her toddler-esque
pictures will prob-
ably be placed on
the walls of The
Frick Collection in
Manhattan, the
pride my godchild
exudes after she
presents her blue
Pooh masterpiece
is priceless. And,
while children are
certainly treasures
in themselves, plac-
ing a high priority
on teaching the arts
to children at the earliest age is
the biggest treasure of all.

When I taught art education
to toddlers about three years
ago, there was one student
who was obviously never ex-
posed to the world of water-
color paintsets and fists full of
crayons. Once he experi-
mented, his eyes were aglow
and he was proud of his
projects. One afternoon, when
he presented one such piece to
his mom, she retorted, “Alan,
you don’t need that, go put it in
the garbage.” As he obeyed, he
watched his artwork fall to the
bottom of a waste paper basket
filled with refuse.

The message he was sent? My
creativity isn’t very significant.
What a tragic message to send
to a young mind.

Discouraging a child from
picking up a paintbrush or
crayon, or even a Playschool
drum set or tambourine at an
early age is like withholding
the key to opening up a door to
an educational paradise, where
a young imagination can ex-
plore beyond Barney and
Teletubbie videos and swing
sets at the park.

Before Amy turned 2, my
mother and I became im-
mersed in the offerings of a
Crayola aisle at Toys ‘R Us. We
found ourselves filling a cart
with boxes of markers, cray-
ons, a painter’s smock, water-
colors and pads of white pa-
per.

“Maybe it’s too early?” I
asked my mom, “She won’t be
interested in these things.” I
have a piece of construction
paper overflowing with cy-
clones of colors from those
very crayons hanging on my
wall here at The Leader and
The Times that proved me
wrong.

Continued on Page 17
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An Alfred Stieglitz Photo-
graph

Alfred Stieglitz
(1864-1946)

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Born in Hoboken during the
Civil War, Alfred Stieglitz was
not only an early force in the
then-nascent medium of pho-
tography but also highly in-
fluential in introducing mod-
ern European art to the United
States in the early 1900s.

Stieglitz took up photogra-
phy as a young man traveling
through Europe in the early
1880s. When he was 24, he
received first prize in a British
photographic competition.
During his life, he would re-
ceive some 150 prizes for his
work with a camera.

As a photographer, Stieglitz
rejected techniques that are
commonplace today, such as
retouching. Instead, he pre-
ferred to photograph people
and scenery in the rain, mist
or snow.

For 15 years beginning in
1902, he published a quarterly
magazine, Camera Work, that
included various techniques
and criticisms.

Stieglitz was also active in
the New York City art scene in
the early part of the 20th cen-
tury. Through his Manhattan
galleries, especially the 291
gallery, he introduced mod-
ern European Art to the United
States, and organized the first
exhibitions in this country of
the works of Picasso, Matisse
and Cezanne.

He was also one of the first
to champion and support
American modernist artists,
including Georgia O’Keeffe,
the famed painter he married
in 1924.
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4 boneless and skiness 1 tbsp. garlic, chopped
chicken breasts 7 ounces coconut milk
1 tsp. canola oil Dash of salt and pepper, each
2 onions, chopped Dash of red pepper flakes
1 red pepper, chopped 1 green pepper, chopped

Coconut Chicken

The Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main Ingredient

Preheat oven to 425-degrees. In a skillet, place oil and
chicken breasts inside and fry until golden brown. Add on-
ions, peppers and saute until onions are translucent. Finally,
add in garlic and coconut milk. Cook for 8 additional minutes
before removing from stovetop. Season with salt, pepper and
pepper flakes.

Transfer skillet contents to 9x13-inch baking dish and bake
in oven for 45 minutes.

 �The Boss� from Freehold
Electrifies Faithful Fans At

Madison Square Garden
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW YORK CITY - Back in
September 1975, as I was enter-
ing the eighth grade down the
shore, someone told me about
this singer from Freehold who
had a new album coming out
and how great this guy was and
how great his band was and
how he sang songs about the
Jersey Shore and on and on and

on.
Well, the sales pitch worked.

A few weeks later, I bought
this new album—one of my
very first purchases with my
own money—and then pro-
ceeded to play it repeatedly
for months. Even being home
sick from school was never a
day of complete misery. In-
stead, being home alone al-
lowed me to put on Bruce
Springsteen’s “Born to Run”
album, crank up the stereo
and play air guitar just as badly
as I do today.

Nearly 25 years, a dozen
albums and two dozen live
concerts later, my hero wor-
ship continues unabated. Last
Saturday night, July 1, I saw
Bruce Springsteen and the E
Street Band wind up their 1999-
2000 world tour with a force-
ful performance at Madison
Square Garden in New York.
They played with as much
energy and enthusiasm and
joy as they did when I first saw
them live back in November
1980.

At that time, Springsteen, a
skinny 31-year-old sporting
long, Elvis-style sideburns,
played four-plus hour sets that
lasted until well past midnight.

At the final Garden show
last Saturday night,
Springsteen, now pushing 51,
played a three-and-a-half hour
set that ended at 12:15 a.m.,
and featured 28 songs, mak-
ing the final show of the 15-
month tour its longest, by far.

Springsteen played as if his
life depended on it, delivering
a powerful performance that
included songs drawn mainly
from his earlier albums of the
1970s and early 1980s. A loud
and raucous Garden crowd
greeted him when he and his
eight-member band took the
stage shortly after 8:30 p.m.
and launched into the newly-
penned “Code of Silence,”
followed by “My Love Will
Not Let You Down,” a tune
from “Tracks,” Springsteen’s
1998 four-CD box set of never-
released songs.

The band then ripped into
the first portion of the show
with fan favorites from his
1978 “Darkness on the Edge
of Town,” his 1980 “The River”
and his 1982 solo acoustic
“Nebraska” albums.

A word or two here about
the night’s eighth song,
“American Skin,” the new song
that drew the ire of the New
York Police Department with
its seeming references to the
1999 Amadou Diallo shoot-
ing. It is a powerful song,
well-written, superbly-ar-
ranged and forcefully-per-
formed. It is not necessarily
anti-cop; instead, each of its
three sections looks at the
incident from different view-
points, including that of a
frightened and frantic cop who
realizes what he has just done
and prays for the victim to
survive. It is a song that shows
Springsteen at his best as a
lyricist, composer, arranger
and performer.

Six songs later, after express-
ing his hope that “I remember
all the words,” he played “E
Street Shuffle,” from his 1973
“The Wild, The Innocent and
the E Street Shuffle” album.

He followed that with a
powerful rendition, after 22
years of not having played it,
of “Lost in the Flood,” from his

Show Biz Beckons Young Professionals:
Ciasulli, Marino and  Bezrutczyk

By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s that time of year again. That
wonderfully exciting and emotional
time when high school seniors ex-
perience the joy and trepidation of
moving forward with their lives.
Prom dresses are already packed up
and sent off to the dry cleaner, the
graduation parties are over, and sum-
mer jobs and vacations beckon.

After the rush of trying to get your
yearbook signed, and addresses and
telephone numbers are exchanged
with the vow of never losing touch,
the uncertainty of the future looms
like a misty storm cloud on a sum-
mer day.

While most recent graduates have
chosen a college major, or at least
have an idea of the areas of study in
which they will be most enthusiastic,
few can honestly say exactly where
they want to be. Surely, life is a never-
ending learning experience and a
perpetual journey into self-discov-
ery. New friendships are explored,
families expand, and career choices
inevitably transform, as we grow
older and wiser.

The three local high school gradu-
ates interviewed below have several
things in common, but none so strong
as their passion for performing. These
three lovely young ladies have no
question in their minds as to where
they want to be. They are proudly
and excitedly answering their calling
to the stage.

Meryl Leigh Bezrutczyk of Scotch
Plains, a recent graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, is a

shining example of a dedicated, hard-
working individual who knows ex-
actly where she wants to be. This
industrious lady was the recipient of
seven scholarships in all, $5,500 of
which was for academics alone.

Clearly, The Westfield Glee Club,
Plainfield Music Club and Linden
Summer Playhouse also saw some-
thing special in this talented actress
and singer, as they pitched in to cover
the rest of the cost of Meryl’s entire
first year at Wagner College.

Meryl will begin classes at Wagner
in the Arts and Administration The-
ater Department this fall, but not
before attending an advanced and
professional theater training program

in Manhattan called CAP21. She audi-
tioned for this program and was
chosen to study with professional
acting teachers and choreographers
from New York.

I recently spoke with Meryl about
her promising future.

Leader/Times: So, what exactly
is CAP21?

Meryl: It means Collaborative Arts
Program. We’ll go five days a week
until August 11.

Leader/Times: You didn’t exactly
give yourself any time off, did you?

Meryl: (Laughs)- No, not really.
The program really interested me.
I’ll be taking dance classes there as
well, and the school has master-
classes taught by professionals.

Leader/Times: Acting, singing,
dancing. You’ll be a true triple-threat!

Meryl: I hope so.
Leader/Times: That’s amazing.

Who are some of the teachers?
Meryl: There are a lot of them. Pat

Birch is one of the dance teachers.
Leader/Times: That’s funny. Did

you know that Pat Birch choreo-
graphed the original production of
Grease on Broadway?

Meryl: No, really?

Leader/Times: The original pro-
duction, not the revival. The one with
Adrienne Barbeau as Rizzo. If you
meet her, you’ll have to tell her that
you played Rizzo in high school. I
heard you were great in that.

Meryl: Oh, thank you.
Leader/Times: I saw you in

Brigadoon at the Westfield Commu-
nity Players. You were terrific in that.

Meryl: Thank you so much. That
was a great show, I really loved
being in it.

Leader/Times: So where do you
see yourself in 10 years?

Meryl: Oh, God, that’s such a
hard question.

Leader/Times: Well, where
would you like to be?

Meryl: On Broadway.
Leader/Times: You’ve got some

pretty big shoes to fill. I can think of
another extremely famous actress
named Meryl.

Meryl: (Laughs)- I never really
thought of that.

After talking with this talented,
resourceful lady, I have no doubts in
my mind that the bright lights of
Broadway and that other “Meryl”

better watch out!

*  *  *  *  *

Renée Marino of Linden  is another
extremely versatile and enthusiastic
young lady who will attend Wagner
College this fall. She will begin her
classes in the Musical Theater De-
partment starting August 25.

Renée was nominated by the Paper
Mill Playhouse for “The Rising Star
Award.” She is also the recipient of

three scholarships from Paper Mill to
attend their summer conservatory. The
Paper Mill Playhouse Summer Con-
servatory is a professional training
program that culminates with a per-
formance by the students at the the-
ater in Millburn.

Renée has been very active in com-
munity theater as well, including sev-
eral shows at The Linden Summer
Playhouse. I had the pleasure of speak-
ing with her about her goals and
dreams.

Leader/Times: Did you have to
audition to get into Wagner?

Renée: Yes.
Leader/Times: Unreal. After you

get accepted for your academics, you
still have to audition to get into the
program. What did you sing?

Renée: “A Little Brains, A Little
Talent.”

Leader/Times: From Damn Yan-
kees.

Renée: Yes! I was in that show at
school. And I also sang a song from
The Secret Garden and did a mono-
logue, too.

Leader/Times: Did you play Lola
in Damn Yankees?

Renée: Yes.
Leader/Times: That is such a fun

role. What other plays have you
been in?

Renée: I did a lot of shows at
Linden Summer Playhouse. Okla-
homa, Lil’ Abner, George M! and
Annie.

Leader/Times: Who did you play
in Annie?

Renée: Annie! It was the most fun
I have ever had in my life. We had a
real dog and everything.

Leader/Times: Did you have to
hide little snacks in your pocket for
the dog?

Renée: Cheese.
Leader/Times: Cheese?
Renée: (Laughs)- Cheese! I had

to feed him cheese.
Leader/Times: Do you have any

heroes? Who inspires you?
Renée: Oh, my God, Bernadette

Peters!
Leader/Times: She is amazing,

isn’t she?
Renée: I saw her in New York

when I was with some friends.
She walked right by us, I couldn’t
even move. I was frozen.

Leader/Times: Do you have any
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