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Springsteen
debut album, “Greetings From
Asbury Park.” Next up was an
intense acoustic version of his 1984
barn-burner “Born in the USA,”
played in such a way as to leave no
doubt that this tune is anything but
the flag-waving, jingoistic anthem
some Republicans claimed it was
16 years ago.

The nine-song encore, which
lasted more than an hour, opened
with Bruce, alone at the piano,
singing “The Promise.” He wrapped
up the set with “Blood Brothers,”
after which he shouted to the crowd
something to the effect of “See ya
soon!”

And it is my hope that we will
see him soon. Whether or not last
Saturday’s show was the end of an
era remains to be seen. If it turns
out that was the case, it was a truly
grand finale.

But, on the other hand, rumors
of a new album are in the air, the
band clearly enjoys playing to-
gether, and, most importantly, what
will all of us Springsteen fans do
with the rest of our lives without,
at least, the hope of more to come?

He has compelled me to run
out and buy his albums on the
day they are released. He has
made me sleep out on a cold city
sidewalk for two nights just so I
could buy concert tickets. He
forces me to always pause my
radio channel-surfing when I hear
one of his songs. He makes it
necessary for me to drive past his
Rumson home whenever I am
down the shore, just in case he
might be outside and want to
invite me in. He has spoken to
me and my life experiences, good
and bad, through his songs for
the past quarter century.

Short of that elusive invitation
into his house, the least Springsteen
and his band can do for me is to
keep on doing what they have
been doing so well all these years.
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dream roles?
Renée: There are so many. Oh,

my God, Rent! I would love to be
in that.

Leader/Times: Maureen or
Mimi?

Renée: Mimi! I went to see it in
New York, and I met the actress
who was playing Mimi. I got my
picture taken with her, and I said
how much I would love to play
Mimi. She told me that I definitely
had the right hair.

Ms. Marino is a delight, and I am
sure that this energetic, vivacious
young lady has a lot more than just
the right hair.

*  *  *  *  *
The third rising star I interviewed is

going down a slightly different path,
but a very exciting one, indeed.

Kassy Ciasulli of Mountainside re-
cently graduated from Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights. While Kassy has also been very
active in high school productions and is
another recipient of the Paper Mill
Conservatory Award, she will focus on
the recording industry, and is currently
at work in the studio on her first solo CD.

Leader/Times: I hear you are
working on your first album.

Kassy: I am. It’s really exciting.

We’re recording in Plainfield on
Humbletunes records.

Leader/Times: What kind of mu-
sic?

Kassy: It’s a variation of different
styles. I didn’t want to just do a “pop”
or “dance” thing, so it’s a combination
of styles. I write most of my own
music.

Leader/Times: Congratulations.
You’ve done a lot of theater, as well?

Kassy: Yes, and I love that too. But
I really want to focus on my singing
right now. I just love to sing.

Leader/Times: Where else do you
sing?

Kassy: I’ve traveled to Rome to sing
in the Opera, Hansel & Gretl, and I
sing at weddings and things like that.
I am a Cantor.

Leader/Times: You are a Cantor?
Kassy: Yes. I sing at Christ the King

Church in New Vernon, and I am a
hired Cantor at St. Joseph’s in
Mendham.

Leader/Times: That’s fascinating.
Kassy: I just love to sing. All kinds

of music. I started singing when I was
seven. I heard the applause and I
never wanted to stop.

Leader/Times: Do you have any
other interests?

Kassy: Well, I love theater, and I’m
working on trying to get some print
work and voice-over work. I’ll be
pretty busy this summer with my
church singing and the summer con-
servatory at Paper Mill. And I really
want to concentrate on my record.

Leader/Times: What will the title
of the CD be?

Kassy: I think maybe “Kasandra.”
Or maybe just, “Kassy.”

Whatever the title of Kassy’s al-
bum will be, I’m sure it will rock.

The road ahead may not be an
easy one, but that won’t stop these
three women from pursuing their
goals. Show business is one of the
toughest careers in the world, full
of uncertainty, rejection and heart-
break. It takes a special kind of
person to be able to endure this
career choice. I have no doubt that
these three intelligent and focused
young ladies will be amongst those
who defy the odds.

What a pleasure to have spoken
with these talented women. I wish
them the best of luck in their future
endeavors. I’m sure we will all be
saying, “We knew them when.”

Show Biz Beckons Professionals
Ciasulli, Marino, Bezrutczyk

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
By Michael S. Goldberger

Me, Myself and Irene
Gross, But No Cigar

2 & 1/2 popcorns

No summer movie season is com-
plete without a gross-out comedy. And
doing the dishonor this year is Me,
Myself and Irene, actually a fairly sweet
little farce dressed in deceivingly crude
clothing. But while this latest offering
from the oft barnyard minds of the
brothers Farrelly (Bobby and Peter)
doesn’t quite push the bad taste enve-
lope the way their more scatologically
minded fans might hope, the energetic
swell of nonsensical doings also fails to
achieve the plot balance necessary to
more traditional comedy. Which is to
say it is a movie of funny moments if you
don’t mind the hit-or-miss, scattershot
approach to motion picture humor.

Happily, thanks to the acrobatically
elastic antics of Jim Carrey as a Rhode
Island state trooper and a great running
gag that supplies this white single dad
with black triplet sons, a surprising
amount of what the filmmaking broth-
ers venture finds the bull’s-eye of our
collective funny bone.

The troika occupy the jauntily absurd
sidecar that complements Mr. Carrey’s
one man show about a Casper Milque-
toast who compensates for his passivity
by exhibiting dual personality.

Hilarious as the rap-talking/intellec-
tual offspring are Anthony Anderson,
Jerod Mixon and Mongo Brownlee.
Defending his 1430 SAT score, Lee
Harvey (the other two are named Jamaal
and Shonte, Jr.) says he had the flu at test
time; his brother retorts that to attain
scores so low he must have had an
aneurysm. These brotherly exchanges
are inevitably peppered with action
verbs connected to the word, “mother.”

As Charlie, Mr. Carrey’s law enforce-
ment officer can’t issue a parking ticket
without blanching and receding into an
agoraphobic panic. But as avenging
Hank, his campy rendition of Dirty
Harry, the menacing flip-side is taking
names and no prisoners. Which is all
quite understandable considering that
the psychiatrists brought in by the Rhode
Island State Police have diagnosed him
with “advanced hallucinatory schizo-
phrenia accompanied by involuntary
narcissistic rage.”

The suggested cure entails a prescrip-
tion medicine that will keep him from
doing his Jekyll-Hyde thing, plus a forced
rest at the behest of the department.

That explains the Me and the Myself part
of the title. The Irene aspect is introduced
when Charlie’s employers ask him to
combine business with pleasure by re-
turning a fugitive to the New York State
Police on the way to his vacation. As it
turns out, golf course manager Irene,
portrayed by the winsomely tough Renee
Zellweger, is being framed by some ne-
farious country club entrepreneurs who
are making her the fall-girl for their envi-
ronmental outrages. Which means the
bad guys begin chasing Mr. Split Person-
ality and his obligatory love interest through
and around the script.

Gosh. It’s a good thing that Charlie
mistakenly leaves his pills behind. Be-
cause this allows him to be a Popeye
without the spinach, able to become
ruffian Hank when push comes to shove.

Voila! A convenient love story coupled
with a cat and mouse sleuther, and all
rolled into a road movie chock full of
irreverent stops along the way.

But the prefab raunchiness, much
more mainstream in construction than is
the usual modus operandi of the Farrelly
brothers (who wrote the script with
Mike Cerrone), doesn’t jump off the fat
end of the bat like the classic bawdiness
they evinced in There’s Something About
Mary. A scene wherein Hank repays a
neighbor whose dog has been defecat-
ing on Charlie’s lawn is more forced and
gratuitous than original and shocking.

The filmmakers seem pressed to meet
their toilet humor quotient, regardless of
whether the loosely knit bits, sight gags
and indignities make for cohesive enter-
tainment.

There are, however, exceptions. A scene
with a presumably dead cow, though too
obviously tacked on, is nonetheless droll
in a Monty Python sort of way.

And the sociological wit created by
Charlie’s trash-talking, astrophysicist
home boys is a truly inspired piece of
satirical comment.

But truth be told, none of this would
be worth seeing without Mr. Carrey,
Hollywood’s legitimate heir to yesterday’s
clown kings of physical comedy.

All rubber limbs and mouth, eyes
always on the entertainment horizon, he
manifests the sort of magical aura and
talent that recalls names like Harold
Lloyd, Buster Keaton, and Jimmy Du-
rante. He is the real deal. And the
producers unrealistically rely on that
fact. Otherwise, they wouldn’t have
dared try to make a comedy with such
a slim recipe of humorous ingredients.

Pity. A little more attention to the basics
of moviemaking could have put this film
in better company. As it stands, Me, Myself
and Irene won’t stick out in a crowd of
similarly shortchanged offerings.

*  *  *  *  *
Me, Myself and Irene, rated R, is a

Twentieth Century Fox release directed
by Bobby and Peter Farrelly and stars Jim
Carrey, Renee Zellweger and Anthony
Anderson. Running time: 100 minutes.

The �Verdict� Is In: Reggae Band
Plans Performance  July 12

Tonight�s Village Green Event
Offers Tribute to Elvis Presley

SCOTCH PLAINS – This
evening, July 6, at 7:30 p.m., the
Village Green Summer Series will
kick off with Jim Barone’s Trib-
ute to Elvis. The Scotch Plains

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will welcome reggae group “Verdict”
in concert on Wednesday, July 12, at
Echo Lake Park beginning at 7:30 p.m.
The concert is free.

The trio, which consists of Johnny
Youth, Roland Richards and Marcelino
Thompson, has released CDs such as
“Turn Up De Bass,” and more recently
“Irie, Irie, Irie.” Along with a selection
of original songs, the hits the band will
perform at the concert will include
“Hot, Hot, Hot,” “Jammin” and “Call
Me Al.”

Lawn chairs, blankets and picnic
baskets are encouraged. There will
also be a refreshment stand available
at approximately 6:30 p.m.

In case of rain, concerts will be held
at Cranford High School, West End
Place off Springfield Avenue in
Cranford. For up-to-date concert/rain
information, please call the Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation’s 24-
hour hotline at (908) 352-8410 after 3
p.m. on the day of the concert.

For other concert information, please
call the Union County Department of
Parks and Recreation at (908) 527-
4900.

�Sweet Sounds Downtown�
Jazz Festival Scheduled
WESTFIELD – The Fourth Annual

“Sweet Sounds Downtown” Jazz per-
formances will be held in downtown
Westfield on Tuesday evenings, July
11, 18, and 25, from 7 to 9 p.m.

The event is sponsored by the
joint promotions committee of
the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC) and the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce.

“We are excited about having
the musicians return this year to
entertain shoppers and diners in
downtown Westfield,” revealed
Executive Director of the Cham-
ber of Commerce Debbie
Schmidt.

On July 11, at 7 p.m.,
“Terraplane Blues” will perform
on Central Avenue near Bombay.
“The Soul Jazz Trio” will play on
the corner of Quimby and Elm
Streets. “Phoenix Rising Quintet”
will be located near the corner of
Elm and East Broad Streets at the
First Union Bank. “The Rick
Langmaack Trio” will perform on
East Broad Street near Prospect
Street in front of The Leader Store. “The
B.D. Lenz Trio” will entertain music
lovers on North Avenue near Talbots.

“People should plan to have dinner
at one of Westfield’s fine restaurants,
many offering outdoor dining at their
sidewalk cafes,” advised DWC Execu-
tive Director Michael La Place, “and
bring folding chairs if they would like
to sit and enjoy the music.” “Having
music playing throughout the down-
town creates a welcoming ambiance
for everyone,” he added.

For more information, please call
the Chamber at (908) 233-3021 or the
DWC at (908) 789-9444.

Cultural Arts Committee will
sponsor the event.

Capturing the essence of Elvis
Presley, Mr. Barone performs
throughout the country. Best
known for his portrayal of the
1950s Elvis, Jim has recently ex-
panded his performance to in-
clude the 1968 Comeback Spe-
cial and the Concert Years.

The concert is free to the pub-
lic. Spectators are encouraged to
bring blankets or lawn chairs for
their comfort. Free birch beer

will be served compliments of
Eastern Marble Restoration. In case
of rain, the concert will be moved
to the auditorium of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

For further information, please
call the Recreation Office at (908)
322-6700 or contact any Cultural
Arts Committee member. This
year’s committee consists of Laura
Botto, Maureen LaCosta, Geri M.
Samuel, Ellen Baron, Irene
Bartels, Barbara Doran, Cindy
Lea Kuntz, Patty Romano and
Lillian Wiener.

Jim Barone’s Elvis Tribute

Patriotic Favorites Planned
Tonight by Community Band

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Band, under the
direction of Elias J. Zareva,
will continue their 88th sea-
son of Summer Concert per-
formances in Mindowaskin
Park in Westfield this evening,
Thursday, July 6, at 8 p.m.

Featured in the program will
be “Americans We,” “Armed
Forces Salute,” “Stars and
Stripes,” “Tony Bennett Un-
plugged,” “Twentiana,” and
“The Penny Whistle Song.”

Joining the band for this
Independence Day Celebra-
tion will be the Sons of the
American Revolution and
Daughters of the American
Revolution.

The Band’s series will con-
tinue Thursdays, July 13 and
20, in Mindowaskin Park. In
the event  of  inc lement
weather, the rainsite is the
Westfield Community Room
of the Municipal Building.

All events are free and open
to the public. Spectators
should bring blankets or lawn
chairs for comfort.

Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperative Theatre, Inc. (WYACT)
and NJPAC’s Summer Youth Performance Workshop present

JULY 20 – 30

Music: 
Frederick Loewe

Book & Lyrics:
Alan Jay Lerner

Thurs July 20 at 12:30pm;
Fri July 21 and Sat July 22 at 7:00pm;

Sun July 23 at 2:00pm; Thurs July 27 at 12:30pm; 
Fri July 28 and Sat July 29 at 7:00pm; Sun July 30 at 2:00pm

Victoria Theater • Tickets: $8 Children (14 and under), $16 Adults 
ILLUSTRATION: MARY PAYTNER, DESIGN LAYOUT: DORIS ANN PEZZOLLA

TO ORDER TICKETS CALL 1-888-GO-NJPAC (1-888-466-5722) 

FAX: (973) 642-5229 OR VISIT THE NJPAC BOX OFFICE 
AT ONE CENTER STREET, NEWARK, NJ

Made possible in part by 
the generous support of
The Turrell Fund and the 
New Jersey Performing Arts Center


