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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

                                                                                                                Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
THE RESULTS ARE IN…Westfield Superintendent of Schools Dr. William J.
Foley met with members of the press on Monday afternoon to discuss the results
of a survey on attitudes, activities and needs which was distributed to eighth- and
eleventh-grade students. Dr. Foley also outlined the schedule for the upcoming
Town Meeting, “Listening to Our Youth,” which will be held on Wednesday,
February 2, at 7:30 p.m. in the auditorium of Westfield High School. The public
is invited to attend.

                                                                                                                                                                                                              Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
CAUGHT SLEIGHING!…Westfield resident Barbara Frantz waits at the top of the hill at Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside while watching her children and neighbors ride down on their sleds. The first snow of the season brought
out many sleigh riders to the park. Unfortunately, the party was disbanded when a Union County patrolman arrived and
cleared the hill of the illegal sleigh riders. (Please see story on page 2.)

                                                                                                                 Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
FAMILY SKATE…Three-and-a-half-year-old Jeffrey McMahon of
Mountainside was not quite so sure of his skating abilities as he took to the ice
this past weekend in Mountainside. The tennis court located behind the Munici-
pal Building in Mountainside provided the perfect skating rink for area
residents.

Tax Collector’s Office
Sets Extended Hours

Townwide Meeting to Address
Pupils’ Needs; Survey’s Outcome

Family Escapes Injury Following
Blaze in Harrison Avenue Home
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A couple and their toddler escaped
injury Sunday evening after a blaze
erupted in their three-story home on
Harrison Avenue as the family was
sitting beside the fireplace in their
living room. The cause of the inci-
dent was still under investigation
this week.

Joseph and Nanette Loftus and their
2½-year-old daughter were on the

first-floor of their home shortly be-
fore 7 p.m. when they received a
telephone call from a neighbor say-
ing that smoke was visible from the
third floor of their home.

Deputy Chief John Castellano of
the Westfield Fire Department con-
firmed to The Leader on Tuesday
that three local units responded to
the scene after the neighbor who had
contacted the homeowners called 9-
1-1. He said the family had fled the

home by the time firefighters ar-
rived.

Thirty-two firefighters battled the
blaze, which was brought under con-
trol by 8 p.m. and completely extin-
guished forty minutes later, accord-
ing to Deputy Chief Castellano. No
firefighters were injured and there
was no damage to surrounding
homes. “The guys did a great job,” he
remarked of the firefighting effort.

He said fire officials expected to
review photographs this week which
were taken at the home in an attempt
to pinpoint the cause of the blaze.

Deputy Chief Castellano said it
appeared the fire may have started in
the section of the roof near the fire-
place chimney, although it was un-
known at press time whether the
fireplace had actually played any role
in the incident.

He revealed that firefighters had to
cut holes in the roof of the home to
reach the blaze. The third floor of the
home sustained the most extensive
smoke and fire damage, while a sec-
ond-floor bedroom also had some

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

A BATTLE WON…Members of the Westfield Fire Department extinguished a
blaze Sunday evening at a house on Harrison Avenue. The homeowners and their
young daughter, along with the family pet, escaped unharmed. There were also
no injuries reported among firefighters. The cause of the fire was still under
investigation this week.

The office of the Westfield Tax
Collector will be open on Tuesday,
February 1, from 7 to 9 p.m., in
addition to the regular office hours
of 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last April, when the lights and
cameras from MSNBC arrived at
Westfield High School with Jane
Pauley and Tom Brokaw to tape “Les-
sons of Littleton” following the kill-
ings at Columbine High School in
Colorado, students, faculty and resi-
dents thought they would have a
chance to address their concerns about
the needs and attitudes of students,
and perhaps an opportunity to deter
such a tragedy in Westfield.

But in the end, Westfielders felt
cheated, silenced and ignored.

“We were just a site. They wanted
a backdrop. I had no illusions that
MSNBC cared about Westfield. We
felt we needed to do something more,”
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Will-
iam J. Foley told The Westfield Leader
and The Times.

On Wednesday, February 2,
Westfield will let its voice be heard at
a townwide meeting, “Listening to
Our Youth,” which will kick off at
7:30 p.m. in the auditorium of
Westfield High School.

The forum will begin with a 25-
minute introduction by Dr. Foley on
the results of a student survey issued
in November.

A 45-minute panel discussion with
school administrators, community
youth counselors, ministerium, stu-
dents and parents will follow. Slated
to speak are Westfield High School
Principal, Dr. Robert G. Petix; Stu-

dent Assistance Counselor for the
intermediate schools, Marie Koch,
Milton Faith of Youth and Family
Counseling; the Reverend David F.
Harwood of the First United Method-
ist Church in Westfield; Stanley
Koslowsky, Executive Director of the
Westfield Y; as well as high school
and intermediate school pupils.

The public will have approximately
30 minutes to approach a micro-
phone with concerns, comments and
opinions.

Perhaps the most important focus
of the evening will be the results of a
student survey distributed to 8th and
11th graders to evaluate their needs,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Ted’s Smoke Shop Closes Doors;
In Downtown Westfield 35 Years

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

As more new businesses and na-
tional retailers move into Westfield’s
downtown business district, several
comforting constants have remained.

One of them has been Elm Street’s
narrow, little Ted’s Smoke Shop with
the simple green outside awning.

But after being ensconced since
November 1964 at 108 Elm Street,
owner Ted Crincoli has decided to
close his news and tobacco shop.

Standing outside his store last
week, Mr. Crincoli, 72, told The
Westfield Leader that various recent
illnesses forced his decision to retire
at the start of the new year.

“I hate to give it up,” he said. “It’s
been a wonderful 35 years.”

An Elizabeth native, Mr. Crincoli
moved his family to Westfield when
he opened his store, which is nestled
between Custom Tailor on one side
and a narrow alley and Martin Rich-
ard Salon on the other.

Early in 1972, he sold the business
and relocated to Florida, but after the
store’s buyer was unable to make the
payments, Mr. Crincoli returned to
reclaim his store in 1980.

Anyone stopping in at Ted’s could
appreciate the unique nature of the
shoe box-shaped store, with the nu-
merous magazines and newspapers
along the right wall that satisfied the
interests of everyone from bankers
and business people to celebrity
watchers and the style-conscious.

Besides the national bookstore
chains in the area, there was no other
place around that carried the latest
issues of The Financial Times, Busi-
ness Week, the National Enquirer,
GQ and TV Guide.

Although he also sold cigarettes
and cigars, the anti-smoking trend in
recent years meant that most of Mr.
Crincoli’s sales volume came from
sales of periodicals — “the right
hand side of the store” — as he put it.

But he claimed he was known for
having the freshest cigars in town
because he used brick-sized pumice
blocks that he soaked in water and
placed in the cigar cases to keep them
fresh.

Although Mr. Crincoli’s business
essentially is closed, he said he still

                                          David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

CLOSING ITS DOORS…Ted’s Smoke Shop, which is situated at 108 Elm Street
in downtown Westfield, will close its doors after 35 years in business. Owner Ted
Crincoli reported that recent illnesses forced him to retire at the beginning of the
new year.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

First Major Snow Storm of Year
Brings DPW Out in Full Force

By DEBORAH MADISON
AND KIM KINTER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The first major snow storm of 2000
dumped about seven inches of snow on
Westfield and neighboring towns on
Tuesday, closing schools and forcing
many businesses to shut for the day.

The snow began about 5 a.m.,
catching some by surprise because
some weather reports predicted the
precipitation would miss the Union
County area. Although the snow sub-
sided by about noon, fine precipita-
tion — a mix of rain, freezing rain
and sleet — continued throughout
the afternoon. By early evening, snow
began again and continued off and
on throughout the night.

Meteorologist Keith Arnesen of
Rutgers University said that 6.8
inches of snow fell in New Brunswick.
By comparison, a total of 5.7 inches
had fallen for the season by the same
day a year ago.

Yesterday, most businesses re-
opened and students from area schools
returned to their classrooms, although
there were some delayed openings.

In Westfield, the town-owned fleet
of 20 trucks that can be outfitted with
plows began work at about 6 a.m. to
clear the main arteries.

Westfield Town Engineer and Di-
rector of Public Works (DPW) Ken-
neth B. Marsh said the town has a
policy that when more than three
inches of snow has fallen, contrac-
tors are called to assist. The 13 con-
tractors the town uses, some of whom
operate backhoe equipment for snow
removal, began work at about 9:30
a.m. Tuesday to help with the work.

In addition to the 20 town trucks,
Westfield owns a small tractor and
four front-end loaders that are par-
ticularly helpful in cul-de-sacs.

Those were being used to clear
snow Tuesday.

Mr. Marsh said the town was try-
ing to keep ahead of the snow, but
was bracing for another weather pat-
tern heading up the East Coast from
the south.

Westfield first clears the main ar-
teries that are the most heavily trav-
eled and have vehicles traveling at
the greatest speeds. In Westfield, those
include Rahway, Highland, Wood-
land, Dudley and Lawrence Avenues,
Boulevard, Prospect and Chestnut
Streets and Gallows Hill Road, among
others.

In neighboring Scotch Plains, all
12 township vehicles from the Scotch
Plains Department of Public Works
were out in full force by 7 a.m.,
clearing the main arteries. By 11
a.m., an additional seven private con-
tractors joined the DPW to clear the
smaller roads and public parking lots.

The Director of Public Works in
Scotch Plains, Walter DiNizo, said
Tuesday afternoon that all of the

plowing efforts were expected to be
completed by 5 p.m. that day, includ-
ing salting of the roads.

“The roads must be clear to salt, so
we plow first, then salt,” Mr. DiNizo
stated. The DPW was on call all day,

he explained, but had to “play it by
ear” because of the uncertain weather
pattern of this storm.

Tuesday was also recycling day for
the north side of Scotch Plains.

Recycling trucks attempted to col-
lect where they could get through,
according to Mr. DiNizo. Those ar-
eas where collections couldn’t take
place Tuesday were scheduled for
pickups yesterday, he added.

In Fanwood, the Department of
Public Works had all seven of its
vehicles salting and plowing the main
roads by 5:30 a.m., according to Pub-
lic Works Director Raymond Manfra.

A variety of dump trucks, pickups
and two larger vehicles, a packer and
a loader, had all of the roads cleared
by noon, Mr. Manfra said.

“The correct method is to salt first,
from the bottom up, then plow,” Mr.
Manfra stated. “After salting, we clear

The Snow Count:

The Department of Envi-
ronmental Sciences in New
Brunswick reported
Wednesday morning that
the snow fall in New
Brunswick measured 6.8
inches compared to the 5.7
inches calculated at this
time last year. Last year’s
total snow fall count was
14.4 inches.
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Area’s First Major Snow Storm
Brings DPW Out in Full Force

                                                                                                               Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
DOWNTOWN TRANSPORTATION?…A new form of transportation in down-
town Westfield was recently discovered as bundled up sleigh rider Samantha
Danish, 4, took a leisurely ride along East Broad Street aboard a sled pulled by
Charlene Crosby. Both are residents of Westfield.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Town Meeting to Feaure
Discussion on Pupil Survey

activities and opinions.
This survey, which was recently

posted on the Web site,
www.westfieldnj.com, was developed
by a steering committee that repre-
sented community groups. Students
also supplied input. The committee
examined different surveys issued to
students, including the controversial
poll for Ridgewood students, as well as
a survey distributed by the Westfield Y.

Dr. Foley stated that the Westfield
Foundation helped to fund the survey
which was given during school hours.

The questionnaire was optional and
not mandatory, according to Coordi-
nator for School and Community
Relations, Lorre Korecky.

Although the complete results of
the survey will not be unveiled until
the townwide meeting, Dr. Foley re-
vealed that the study proved fruitful
in determining the needs, attitudes
and activities of the students.

“I don’t suggest a need for radical
change,” Dr. Foley said of the results.
“The kids, by and large, are doing
well and thriving.”

Dr. Foley reported that approxi-
mately 90 percent of the students
polled possess a strong self-esteem.
Eighty-five percent have lived in
Westfield for over five years and 82
percent report living at home with
both parents.

The results communicated that re-
lationships between students and their
parents is favorable. In addition, 85
percent of the pupils revealed that
their families set rules for acceptable
behavior.

Turning to academics and com-
puter usage, 71 percent of pupils
surveyed view themselves as “A” –
“B” students. Almost 92 percent have
access to the Internet. Nearly 65 per-
cent spend an hour each day e-mail-
ing friends.

Approximately half of the 11th
graders hold jobs, mostly working
under 10 hours. Over 60 percent
participate in extracurricular activi-
ties. Religious activities are enjoyed
by 63 percent of students, while 51
percent engage in community or ser-
vice activities.

Dr. Foley noted that the survey
took special interest in asking about
students’ roles as downtown shop-
pers. He felt such questions would
help the students see where they place
themselves as part of the downtown
atmosphere, while also helping mer-
chants understand what piques the
interest of student shoppers.

The questionnaire revealed that
the students are ambivalent about
how they are valued as shoppers and
how respectfully they behave in stores.

Westfield Police played a role in
the survey, as students reported being
stopped by officers or knowing of
instances when friends were ap-
proached by police. The students were
divided about how fairly they are
treated by the officers.

An obvious difference in students’
attitudes toward alcohol was noticed
between both grades surveyed. Ap-
proximately 75 percent of eighth
graders reported that they do not
intend to drink alcohol, while 55
percent would drink alcoholic bever-
ages.

“As they age, the world is chang-
ing,” observed Dr. Foley when dis-
cussing those statistics.

Sexual practices are also regarded
with the same shift. Over 65 percent
of eighth graders believe that it is
against their morals to have sex as a
teenager, while over 55 percent of
11th graders disagree with that belief.

Although there have never been
incidents involving serious weapons,
Dr. Foley admitted he was “a little
surprised” to find that 6 percent or 38
of students surveyed have access to
guns.

“It is certainly something we’re
going to talk about,” stressed the
superintendent.

Ninety percent of the pupils report
that they feel depressed at least once
per month and 40 percent are de-
pressed over three times per month.

Dr. Foley told The Leader and The
Times that while several peer leader-
ship programs and seminars are of-
fered district-wide to help students
address issues such as adolescence,
drugs and alcohol, more specific pro-
grams geared toward depression
might be on the horizon.

When faced with depression or a
shoulder to lean on, who do the stu-
dents turn to? Dr. Foley revealed that
“very few kids say no one.” He noted
that students said they turn to friends,
parents and siblings for help. How-
ever, teachers and members of the
clergy were not immediate lifelines
for the pupils.

He hopes that next Wednesday’s
forum might change that.

Turning to drug usage, 78 percent
report never using illegal drugs.
Nearly 95 percent of 8th graders never
use these drugs, while 60 percent of
11th graders agree with that state-
ment. Performance enhanced drugs
are “rarely used.”

“We’d like to see how we can make

these very good results even better,”
noted Dr. Foley. “We want to help the
students who might be ‘falling
through the cracks.’”

“We need to unite as a community
and reach out to those teens who need
help,” he stated. “Communication is
key. Hopefully, our first public dis-
cussion regarding both the positive
and negative issues we’ve gleaned
from the survey will be addressed. I
anticipate that the next step will be to
form committees who will focus on
specific issues.”

When asked how the test results
will be evaluated and examined, Dr.
Foley said that sign-up sheets will be
offered to arrange “study groups”
which will look at the survey results
in greater detail. Each group will
appoint a spokesperson who will be
encouraged to give a special report at
a meeting of the Board of Education.

“The more eyes that look at it (the
survey), they can see what to con-
sider and what to look at,” Dr. Foley
said.

How did the students feel about the
survey after its distribution?

“The jury is still out,” said Dr.
Foley. “They are interested to see
what we will do with it.”

Fliers have been mailed to every
Westfield resident, according to Mrs.
Korecky who believes the issues to be
addressed at the forum are of “com-
munity-wide concern.”

Dr. Foley said that he is hoping for
a good turnout, anticipating that 100
people might attend the townwide
meeting which will be taped by TV-
36.

water and fire damage, he noted.
There was no damage to the first
floor. The house, however, was ren-
dered uninhabitable at present, the
Deputy Chief acknowledged.

The family was said to be staying
with a friend in Cranford since the
incident.

has a few boxes of good cigars left that
his is selling at “negotiable” prices.

For years, Mr. Crincoli could usu-
ally be found perched at the back of his
store, next to his old-fashioned cash

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

House Fire

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Smoke Shop

Ted Crincoli

register and listening to big band mu-
sic on the radio.

Most days, he opened his store just
before 6 a.m., in time to serve the
morning commuters headed for the
train station two blocks away. In the
early days, he stayed open until 9 p.m.,
but eventually cut back his hours to 4
p.m.

Most of his daily sales came during
the morning rush hour.

Ted’s has operated free of any real
local competition for a number of years.
When he first opened in 1964, there
was one other news-type store in down-
town Westfield called L&S Stationery.

“We had the whole north side tied
up,” Mr. Crincoli recalled.

With Ted’s Smoke Shop now gone,
very few places remain in downtown
Westfield that could be called “vin-
tage-type” businesses, those that have
operated successfully for years without
the need for splashy ads, neon lights or
21st century interiors.

With the closure of Ted’s Smoke
Shop and Music Staff on Quimby Street
soon to close its doors, businesses such
as Jerry’s Barber Shop on East Broad
Street, MaryLou’s Memorabilia on Elm
Street and National Shoe Rebuilders
on East Broad Street are among the
handful of local stores that fit this bill.

“This town has been very, very good
to me,” Mr. Crincoli said last week,
“but as my father used to say, all good
things must come to an end.”

Officials and Employees
Thank Edward Gottko

During Retirement Dinner
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CLARK — Westfield town em-
ployees and officials gathered last
Friday to pay homage to the man who
led municipal operations the past six
years, the now retired Town Admin-
istrator, Edward A. Gottko.

The night of light humor and good
food and conversation with past and
present officials was held at Gran
Centurions in Clark, the same venue
of last spring’s retirement dinner for
former Town Attorney Charles H.
Brandt.

Mr. Gottko’s retirement dinner was
emceed by veteran Second Ward
Councilman James J. Gruba, and Mr.
Gottko’s predecessor, Jack Malloy,
hosted the ceremonials.

Among those honoring the retir-
ing administrator was Town Engi-
neer Kenneth B. Marsh.

“I greatly benefited from his lead-
ership,” he told dinner attendees.
Mr. Marsh took over as Engineer and
Director of Public Works upon the
promotion of Mr. Gottko to adminis-
trator in January 1994.

Police Chief Anthony J. Scutti said
Mr. Gottko is “truly a people person
and that’s what makes a good admin-
istrator.”

Fire Chief Paul A. Battiloro, Jr.,
added the administrator has always
been supportive of the Westfield Fire
Department.

“You can’t function unless you have
a strong administrator,” he said.

Assemblyman and former
Westfield Mayor, Richard H. Bag-
ger, said Mr. Gottko followed “a tra-
dition of fine professional adminis-
trators.”

Scotch Plains Thomas K. Atkins

presented Mr. Gottko with a resolu-
tion from the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council. He noted that the reso-
lution passed 5-0, which is unusual
given the fact two parties are repre-
sented on the governing body. Re-
publicans currently have a 3-2 edge.

After hearing the accolades of his
former employees and other guests,
Mr. Gottko admitted that he was
“struggling for words to say” to thank
those persons gathered at the event.

Mr. Gottko noted that “it has been
a great career of 30 years.” Prior to
his 20 years in Westfield, he was
employed for 10 years with the City
of Bayonne.

“I have been blessed. I have been
extremely lucky,” Mr. Gottko said.

In his tenure with the Town of
Westfield, Mr. Gottko said he served
under seven mayors and 45 Town
Council members. He also estimated
that he has spent 3,200 nights out
attending municipal meetings.

Prior to the conclusion of the
event, Mr. Gruba noted that, “this
is an impressive turnout” for Mr.
Gottko.

the center of the roads to insure that
commuters can get to work,” he
added.

According to Mr. Manfra, the roads
were opened by 11 a.m., and a final
pass was made at noon to clear the
snow to the curbs.

The Toro machine, a versatile piece
of equipment, was used to plow the
sidewalks, Mr. Manfra said.

“The Toro can cut grass, blow
leaves and plow snow,” he explained.

“It’s a very economical and versa-
tile piece of equipment for a small
town to have.”

Pick-up trucks were used to clear
the center of the train station parking
lot and small cul-de-sacs, as these
smaller trucks are more maneuver-
able in tight areas. While commuters
were parked at the station, only the
center of the lot could be cleared, Mr.
Manfra said. Around midnight, after
commuters removed their vehicles,
the train station lot was plowed more
thoroughly.

“From the looks of all of the cars in
their driveways, I’d say many people
had the day off,” Mr. Manfra ob-
served. Still, many vehicles were left
in the roads, making plowing more
difficult for his crew, he added.

Mr. Manfra reminded everyone to
park their vehicles in their drive-
ways, not in the street, when there is
an approaching storm to insure that
a thorough plowing can be accom-
plished.

“That makes it easier on us and on
residents, since they won’t have to
shovel their driveways,” Mr. Manfra
said. “It also allows us to plow to the
curb to avoid flooding in the center of
the streets when the snow melts,” he
added.

Frank Dann, Director of Public
Works for Union County, said the
county began to clear the streets in
earnest around 7:30 a.m., although a
few early crews began work about
5:30 a.m.

Union County owns and operates
50 spreaders and plows and 10 pieces
of heavy equipment. It also contracts
with two contractors, who were called
out Tuesday about 9:30 a.m. to assist
with snow removal.

Mr. Dann said no real problems
had occurred during the snow re-
moval and that the crews continued
to plow their routes from curb to curb
throughout the day.

All other Union County offices
were closed on Tuesday.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader

WHOOSH!...Even though schools were closed on Tuesday, there were plenty of
children at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield. Pictured above, are small
children sledding down a hill near the school.

Student Charged With
Possession of Handgun
At School in Westfield

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Two students
at Beadleston High School in
Westfield were arrested on Mon-
day afternoon after one of the youths
was found with a loaded .22 cali-
ber handgun in his possession, au-
thorities confirmed yesterday.

Lieutenant John M. Parizeau of
the Westfield Police Department
said the teenagers, both from Eliza-
beth, were taken into custody
shortly after 2 p.m. after police
were contacted by staff at the spe-
cial education school on Lamberts
Mill Road.

A 16-year-old student was
charged with possession of a
weapon without a permit, posses-
sion of a weapon on school prop-
erty and possession of a weapon
with an unlawful purpose, Lieu-
tenant Parizeau revealed. He said
the handgun contained a single
bullet when it was recovered.

Beadleston Principal Daniel
McMullen told The Westfield
Leader and The Times yesterday
that the weapon was discovered by
staff in the student’s book bag after
another student was observed play-
ing with a shotgun shell. Inter-
views with that student and a third
youngster at Beadleston lead school
officials to the suspect.

According to Mr. McMullen, the
youth said he started carrying the
gun after being threatened by some-
one in his neighborhood. “It doesn’t
appear that he had any intention of
using it in school,” the Principal
said, adding the suspect appar-
ently hoped to scare the individual
from his neighborhood with the
weapon.

It was unknown where the teen-
ager had obtained the handgun, al-
though a check by police did not
indicate it was stolen. An investiga-
tion into the matter was continuing
this week, authorities acknowledged.

Mr. McMullen said he was told

by the Westfield Police Depart-
ment that although the gun con-
tained the wrong kind of bullet and
could not have been fired, the
weapon did have an active firing
mechanism and could have been
used if the right type of bullet had
been inside the chamber.

Nevertheless, he said the stu-
dent would not be returning to
Beadleston, which he said has a
policy prohibiting any type of
weapons or explosive devices, in-
cluding shells. The other two stu-
dents involved in the incident have
been suspended, he observed.

The teenager allegedly in pos-
session of the handgun was taken
to the Union County Juvenile De-
tention Center in Elizabeth, Lieu-
tenant Parizeau confirmed.

He said one of the other two
students involved, a 15-year-old,
was charged with disorderly con-
duct. The boy, who Lieutenant
Parizeau said may have had the
gun in his possession at one time,
was turned over to the custody of
his mother.

In March of 1998, two juveniles
from Roselle were also arrested for
bringing a .22-caliber handgun to
the school. Although the weapon
in that case was unloaded, another
student was found with bullets for
the gun, Lieutenant Parizeau told
The Westfield Leader.

Beadleston High School, oper-
ated by the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission
(UCESC), enrolls 60 clinically
emotionally disturbed students.
The school combines the UCESC’s
educational program with thera-
peutic elements prescribed by be-
havioral health services experts.

Mr. McMullen said security has
been beefed up at the school and a
Vice Principal’s position has been
added. He said Beadleston does
not currently have metal detectors,
but “after this we might put them
in. This is under discussion.”

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
• A Golf Edge resident reported that

someone broke a lamppost at the curb
line of her property and also placed
seven Christmas trees on her front
porch, blocking the door.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 22
• A Walnut Street resident reported

that someone broke a window on her car
while it was parked in front of her
house.

• Police reported that the passenger
side mirror was broken on a car belong-
ing to a Colonia resident that was parked
on Central Avenue.

MONDAY, JANUARY 24
• A Fanwood resident reported the

theft of a New Jersey license plate
from his motor vehicle while it was
parked at a dry cleaning establish-
ment on Boulevard. The plate number
is NV652B.

• Security personnel at a North Av-
enue department store reported the theft
of a credit card which was then used to
make purchases from the store’s
Woodbridge branch.

• Charles Candia, 39, of Plainfield
was arrested and charged with robbery
for allegedly entering an apartment in the
200 block of Cacciola Place on Novem-
ber 19 and demanding money from the
occupant.

The suspect, who fled the apartment
after failing to get any money, was
being held at the Union County Jail on
$10,000 bail, according to police.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

“A Fun Place To Shop In Scotch Plains”

Candy
Nuts

Chocolates
Jelly Beans
Dried Fruit

Party Trays
Gift Baskets

Gift Boxes & Bags
Select Gourmet Items
Lo-Cal & Sugar Free

SUPERBOWL SUNDAY
OPEN 12-3

PARTY TRAYS AND GREAT SNACKS FOR THE GAME
FOOTBALL TINS – CHOCOLATE FOOTBALLS

Remember Valentines Day Is Only 2 Weeks Away
Chocolate Hearts – Cards – Gift Items – Plush Animals – Balloons

Delivery & Shipping Available
Free Parking – Visa/Mastercard – www.goleader.com/nuts

407 Park Ave • Open Mon 12-6 • Tues-Fri 10-6 • Sat 10-5 • 322-7388

House of Persia
Grand Opening Sale ends

soon on Antique and Semi Antique

Custom Orders E-mail HouseofPersia@home.com

SAVE $1000’s incredible low prices
Westfield Circle Antique Gallery

500 South Ave. (Rt 28) (908) 928-0100

Persian Rugs
FREE buyers guide with registration


