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Former Mayor Connelly Honored
At Testimonial for Years of Service

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Former Fanwood Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly was feted
at a testimonial dinner Sunday
afternoon as friends and colleagues
saluted her long career in munici-
pal government with accolades,
humor and heartfelt appreciation.

More than 70 people – includ-
ing family members and a “who’s
who” list of both Democrats and
Republicans on the local, county
and state levels – turned out for the
tribute at L’Affaire in
Mountainside, hosted by the
Fanwood Democratic Committee.

Mrs. Connelly, who was only
the third woman and the third
Democrat to serve as Mayor of
Fanwood, was honored for nearly
two decades of public service to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Scotch Plains Library Celebrates
Bicentennial With Festive Event
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

The guest list at the Scotch Plains
Public Library’s 200th Anniversary
celebration on Sunday read like a
“who’s who” of the township.

The list included such local digni-
taries as New Jersey State Senate
President Donald T. DiFrancesco,
Assemblyman Alan M. Augustine,
Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger,
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L.
Marks, Scotch Plains Council mem-
bers, Township Manager Thomas
Atkins, Library Director Norbert
Bernstein, Library Board of Trustees
President Carl Kumpf, Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Associa-
tion President Ray Pardon and Presi-
dent of the Historical Society of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Richard
Bousquet.

Also attending were Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye,
Board of Education President Theresa
Larkin, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Principal Dr. David Heisey,
Park Middle School Principal Rocco
Collucci and presidents of various
school Parent-Teacher Associations.

These local leaders joined more
than 100 well-wishers to celebrate
the library’s bicentennial during an
afternoon program at 1927 Bartle
Avenue.

Music from the Scotchwood Cham-
ber Ensemble lent a festive air to the
occasion.

“The public library is such a unique
American institution,” stated Jack
Livingstone, State Library Director.
“To have Scotch Plains celebrating
200 years is a marvelous tribute to all
here and to the founders.”

Mr. Livingstone was the guest
speaker for the event.

When asked how many libraries in
the state are older than Scotch Plains,
the state librarian replied, “There
aren’t many this old, if any.”

It was January 1, 1800, when one
woman and 32 men held their first

official meeting at the Scotch Plains
Baptist Church to establish The
Scotch Plains Reading Society.

It was agreed that library subscrib-
ers would pay $2.50 each. This would
entitle him or her to a share in the
library. It was expected that each
share holder would pay an additional
50 cents every six months beginning
the first day of January, 1800.

The founders decreed that books
would be accepted from private col-
lections at any time for a loan period
of not less than two years. Among the
original contributions were: “Annual
Register,” “Beauties of Shakespeare,”

“Belknap’s American Biography,”
“Essay on Old Age,” “Hart’s Hymns,”
“Moral Reflections,” “Stage Coach,”
“History of Pennsylvania” and
“Young’s Night Thoughts.”

The library of today — with 72,245
volumes, new lighting, new carpet-
ing, new furniture — has come far
from its modest beginnings. In fact,
the circulation desk now handles
nearly 100,000 transactions annu-
ally.

The library subscribes to 200 peri-
odicals, and offers more than 1,000
videotapes and 1,000 audiotapes to
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the borough, starting with her mem-
bership on the local Environmental
Commission.

She served nine years as a council-
woman before being elected to a four-
year term as Mayor in 1995. Her
résumé also includes having been
Council President, Police Commis-
sioner and a member of the Fanwood
Planning Board.

Mrs. Connelly, a 20-year Fanwood
resident and retired AT&T human
resources executive, is expected to
formally announce her intention next
month to seek the Seventh District
seat currently held by Congressman
Bob Franks. She previously ran for
the position in 1998.

A joint resolution from the New
Jersey State Legislature was presented
to the former Mayor during the testi-
monial by State Senate President

Donald T. DiFrancesco and As-
semblymen Alan M. Augustine
and Richard H. Bagger, all Repub-
licans from the 22nd District,
which includes Fanwood.

Mr. Bagger joked to Mrs.
Connelly, “you’re so popular and
well known, I want to thank you
for not running against me in the
state Legislature.” He added that
he would return the favor by not
running against her in this year’s
Congressional race.

Assemblyman Augustine lauded
Mrs. Connelly’s ability to work
with fellow elected representatives
on both sides of the political aisle,
remarking that “when you do bi-
partisan business, you’re doing the
people’s business.”

Past and present colleagues who
also stepped up to the podium to
praise Mrs. Connelly and wish her
well in her upcoming campaign
included current Fanwood Mayor
Louis C. Jung; Freeholder and
former Fanwood Mayor Linda d.
Stender; Scotch Plains Council-
woman and former Mayor Geri M.
Samuel; former Borough Attorney
Dennis Estis and former Fanwood
Councilman Bruce H. Walsh.

Mr. Walsh, a Democrat who
served as Council President dur-
ing part of Mrs. Connelly’s ad-
ministration, recalled his longtime
friend’s “strength and character
depth” in such matters as negotia-
tions with the state Council on
Affordable Housing years ago and
in contract talks with the police
department.

Summing up Mrs. Connelly’s
career in local government, the
former councilman remarked, “she
did it right, she did it well, she was
honest.”

Mrs. Connelly additionally re-
ceived kudos from Borough Ad-
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Area’s First Major Snow Storm This Year
Brings DPW Crews Out in Full Force

The Snow Count:

                                                                                                                                 Ingrid McKinley for The Times
KEEPING SIDEWALKS SNOW-FREE…A shopkeeper in downtown Scotch
Plains clears his sidewalks of mounds of powdered snow to keep pedestrian
traffic safe and smooth.

         Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
ALL BUNDLED UP AND READY TO HIT THE SLOPES…Students in Scotch Plains gather in the parking lot of Park
Middle School as they get ready to take to the slopes for a pleasurable ski trip last week.

The Department of Envi-
ronmental Sciences in New
Brunswick reported
Wednesday morning that
the snow fall in New
Brunswick measured 6.8
inches compared to the 5.7
inches calculated at this
time last year. Last year’s
total snow fall count was
14.4 inches.

By DEBBIE MADISON
AND KIM KINTER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The first major winter storm of
2000 dumped about seven inches of
snow on Scotch Plains and Fanwood
on Tuesday, closing schools and forc-
ing many businesses to shut for the
day.

The snow began about 5 a.m.,
catching some by surprise because
some weather reports predicted the
precipitation would miss the Union
County area. Although the snow had
subsided by about noon, a fine pre-
cipitation of rain, freezing rain and
sleet continued throughout the after-
noon. Snow picked up again by early
evening and continued off and on
throughout the night.

Meteorologist Keith Arnesen of
Rutgers University said that 6.8
inches of snow fell in New Brunswick
on Tuesday. By the same day last

year, only 5.7 inches of snow had
fallen.

Students at schools in the surround-
ing areas returned on Wednesday,
with several having a delayed open-
ing.

In Scotch Plains, all 12 township
vehicles from the Department of Pub-
lic Works (DPW) were out in full
force by 7 a.m., clearing the main
arteries. By 11 a.m., an additional
seven private contractors joined the
DPW to clear the smaller roads and
public parking lots.

The Director of Public Works in
Scotch Plains, Walter DiNizo, said
all of the plowing efforts were ex-
pected to be completed by 5 p.m.,
including salting of the roads.

“The roads must be clear to salt, so
we plow first, then salt,” Mr. DiNizo
stated. The DPW was on call all day
but had to “play it by ear,” he noted,
because of the uncertain weather pat-

tern of the storm.
Tuesday was also recycling day for

the north side of Scotch Plains.
Recycling trucks attempted to col-

lect where they could get through,
according to Mr. DiNizo. Those ar-

eas where collection could not take
place Tuesday were scheduled for
pickups on Wednesday, he added.

In Fanwood, the Department of
Public Works had all seven of its
vehicles salting and plowing the main
roads by 5:30 a.m., according to Pub-
lic Works Director Raymond Manfra.

A variety of dump trucks, pick-ups
and two larger vehicles, a packer and
a loader, had all of the roads cleared
by noon, Mr. Manfra said.

“The correct method is to salt first,
from the bottom up, then plow,” Mr.
Manfra stated. “After salting, we clear
the center of the roads to insure that
commuters can get to work,” he
added.

According to Mr. Manfra, the roads
were opened by 11 a.m., and a final
pass was made at noon to clear the
snow to the curbs, he said.

The Toro machine, a versatile piece
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Freddie Spencer Bike Race
Canceled by Scotch Plains

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Freddie Spencer Memorial
Bike Race has been canceled by the
Scotch Plains government after race
organizers were unwilling to agree to
donate more money to the local Po-
lice Athletic League and the Town-
ship Rescue Squad.

Mayor Martin L. Marks told The
Times that the Park Avenue Cyclists
Club, which has sponsored the race
in previous years, said it would not be
feasible to boost their contributions
to the two groups. Last week, the
Township Council, citing the low
level of past contributions and ad-
dressing objections to the race from
several downtown businesses, de-
cided to ask the club to not only
increase the level of its donations but
also to pay for most of the costs the
township incurs in holding the race,
which had been scheduled for late
May.

Speaking to The Times, Ray Par-

don, President of the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Associa-
tion, welcomed the news of the race’s
cancellation by repeating comments
he had made to the council last week
that the race was not beneficial to
downtown businesses, and, in some
cases, was detrimental to their opera-
tions.

Prior to the council’s regular meet-
ing on Tuesday night, Mayor Marks,
commenting on the fine imposed by
the state on Garden State Kennels,
which handles animal control ser-
vices for Scotch Plains, said the
$18,715 levy “is good confirmation
that there was a problem” with the
kennel’s operations.

Garden State Kennels has been the
subject of a number of complaints
from citizens and animal rights ac-
tivists about its operations. Last week,
the State Department of Health and
Senior Services fined the Long Hill-
based kennel for using a long-banned
drug to euthanize hundreds of ani-
mals in 1998.

Scotch Plains has been searching
for a replacement for Garden State
Kennels, and is currently contract-

ing with them on a month-to-month
basis while it talks with other groups
about handling animal control. New-
ark-based Associated Humane Soci-
eties has informed Township offi-
cials it would perform the services,
but for a higher fee than Garden State
Kennels is presently charging. Mayor
Marks told The Times that the Town-
ship “may have to bite the bullet” and
incur the additional expense if an-
other, less expensive alternative is
not found.

Despite Tuesday’s wintry mix of
snow, sleet and rain, the council went
ahead and held its regular meeting in
a Council Chamber that was empty
except for the five council members,
the Township Manager, Attorney, and
Clerk, two members of the press and,
briefly, one resident. Even the regu-
lar TV34 live telecast was canceled
due to the weather.

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins told the council that bids had
been received for improvements to
Kramer Manor Park, with the lowest
bid being $247,096. But, with the
amount of funding presently avail-

Peter Billson for The Times
A DISTINGUISHED CAREER…Former Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly,
second from left, was honored by family, friends and colleagues last Sunday
during a testimonial dinner at L’Affaire in Mountainside. Within the next
month, Mrs. Connelly is expected to formally announce her intention to run
for the Seventh Congressional District seat. Joining her, pictured left to right,
are: Jack Perryman, current Fanwood Mayor Louis C. Jung and Mr. Jung’s
wife, Nancy.

William A. Burke for The Times
MARKING THE OCCASION…State Senate President Donald T. DiFrancesco
of Scotch Plains helps commemorate the 200th anniversary of the Scotch Plains
Public Library at a celebration featuring several local dignitaries last Sunday.
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ministrator Eleanor McGovern, De-
partment of Public Works Director
Raymond Manfra, Fanwood Police
Chief Robert Carboy, Planning
Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings and former Police Chief
Anthony J. Parenti, now Director
of the John H. Stamler Police Acad-
emy in Scotch Plains. Speakers were
introduced in turn by Councilman
William E. Populus, Jr.

Mr. Manfra described how Mrs.
Connelly used a mix of diplomacy
and encouragement in working with
municipal employees to get things
done. Chief Carboy, who was sworn
in by Mrs. Connelly in 1998, said
the Fanwood force has “benefited
greatly from the support” she gave
to the department during her ten-
ure.

Mr. Parenti, a 41-year veteran of
the borough police department, con-
curred, saying the years he spent
working with both Mrs. Connelly
and former Mayor Stender were
“probably the best of my entire ca-

reer.”
Freeholder Stender fondly re-

called the camaraderie she enjoyed
with Mrs. Connelly and the late
Patricia MacDonald Kuran,
Fanwood’s first woman mayor,
when the three successfully lobbied

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Former MayorConnelly
 Honored At Testimonial

a decade ago for passage of the
landmark Fanwood Bill, which pre-
vents a developer from tearing down
existing homes to create vacant land
for affordable housing.

During her own remarks, Mrs.
Connelly likewise praised the ef-
forts of the many people she worked
with during her 13 years as an
elected official, and how they helped
her meet the challenges she faced.

She reminisced about how Mr.
Manfra and his department adeptly
handled a 26-inch snowfall which
struck the area during her first week
as Mayor.

Mrs. Connelly also commended
the police department and others
for their service to the borough.
Among them were Mrs. McGovern
and her staff, whom the former
mayor said are “often overlooked.”
She called these individuals, whose
duties range from budget and tax
matters to the issuance of dog li-
censes, “the finest people you could
ask for.”

“You truly reflect my experience
in Fanwood and my love for this
community,” Mrs. Connelly told
those in attendance. “My whole life
surrounds you and other residents
of Fanwood…thank you so much
for everything you’ve done.”

   Ingrid McKinley for The Times
TAKING IT TO THE EXTREME…A Scotch Plains sophomore leaps into the
air on his snowboard while enjoying a day out at the Scotch Hills Golf Course in
Scotch Plains. A makeshift hill creates an impromptu ski jump for the
snowboarder.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Snow Storm Brings DPW
Crews Out in Full Force

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

borrowers. Records and CD’s are also
available.

Patrons can take advantage of 14
computer work stations — eight for
catalogue searches and six dedicated
to Internet access. One of the Internet-
access computers is devoted to job
searches. Coin-operated photo-copy-
ing machines are also available.

The library provides a separate
section for its youngest patrons. Story
hours and craft programs are offered
for children. In the year ahead, ac-
cording to Mr. Bernstein, a series of
monthly programs and contests fo-
cusing on speaking, reading and writ-
ing are planned.

In addition, the library Meeting
Room is available to Scotch Plains
groups for meetings and programs.

Membership at the Scotch Plains
Library peaked at 14,565 several years
ago. Since the library automated its
registration process one year ago,
however, it has only re-registered
7,500 residents. Re-registration re-
quires that residents physically come
into the library.

“I hope the hoopla will bring people
back,” said Mr. Bernstein, who has
guided the library’s progress for the
past 27 years. He is eager to tap into
the township’s 23,000 residents to
boost library membership.

Anniversary Committee Chairman
and library trustee Marc Friedenberg
plans to do a mailing to all township
residents to solicit recommendations
for ways “to make the library better in
the year 2000.”

“The most important things in
the flyer would be a membership
drive,” explained Mr. Friedenberg,
“and to get more people to join the
Friends of the Library and solicit
donations.”

Dues from the Friends ($10 per
individual, $15 per family) help to
support the library’s purchases of
books, audio and video tapes. Such
purchases total $50,000 per year.

As Friends President Ted
Czarnomski explained, if just 3 per-
cent of Scotch Plains’ adult popula-
tion joined the Friends of the Library,
it would mean an additional 10 per-
cent to spend on new materials.

According to Mr. Czarnomski, the
Friends has focused recent efforts on
the children’s department. They pur-
chased the newest edition of the 22-
volume World Book Encyclopedia
and the new Student Discovery En-
cyclopedia. The group is in the pro-
cess of ordering a new globe for the
children’s department as well as the
National Geographic Atlas for the

adult section.
The Friends host regular programs

on various topics throughout the year,
such as the upcoming March 9 pre-
sentation by Steve Foster of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation. Mr.
Foster will speak on protecting chil-
dren from the dangers on the Internet.
The program is open to the public.

In commenting on the need for
municipal, county and state support
for public libraries, Senator
DiFrancesco noted the first munici-
pal budget appropriation for the
Scotch Plains Library in 1909 was
just $6,500. The recommended ap-
propriation for the 2000 budget is
$749,000, up $25,000 over 1999.

Born, raised and still a resident of
Scotch Plains, Senator DiFrancesco
said he was a frequent visitor to the
local library as a child. “I grew up
with the library,” he recalled. “I didn’t
know about buying books until my
teen years.”

He remembered watching as the
old library building was moved to its
new home on Front Street where it
now serves as a private office build-
ing. The present library building
opened in 1968.

With Assemblymen Augustine and
Bagger, the senator presented the li-
brary with a resolution from the New
Jersey State Legislature that recognized
the library’s “two centuries of distin-
guished service to the community.”

Mayor Marks called the library the
spot in town that “enjoys the greatest
number of interactions from the great-
est cross-section of the community.”

Acknowledging the competition for
readers from mega-bookstores like
Barnes & Noble, and Internet retail-
ers such as Amazon.com, the Mayor
said, “This library has a sense of
history and community that retail cen-
ters and the Internet can’t provide.”

Scotch Plains Library
Celebrates Bicentennial

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

of equipment, was used to plow the
sidewalks, Mr. Manfra said.

“The Toro can cut grass, blow
leaves and plow snow,” he explained.

“It’s a very economical and versa-
tile piece of equipment for a small
town to have.”

Pickup trucks were used to clear
the center of the train station parking
lot and small cul-de-sacs, as these
smaller trucks are more maneuver-
able in tight areas. While commuters
were parked at the station, only the
center of the lot could be cleared, Mr.
Manfra said.

Around midnight, after commut-
ers removed their vehicles, the train
station lot was plowed more thor-
oughly.

“From the looks of all of the cars in
their driveways, I’d say many people
had the day off,” Mr. Manfra ob-
served. Still, many vehicles were left
in the roads, making plowing more
difficult for his crew, he added.

Mr. Manfra reminded everyone to
park their vehicles in their drive-
ways, not in the street, when there is
an approaching storm, to insure that

a thorough plowing can be accom-
plished.

“That makes it easier on us and on
residents, since they won’t have to
shovel their driveways,” Mr. Manfra
said. “It also allows us to plow to the
curb to avoid flooding in the center of
the streets when the snow melts,” he
added.

In neighboring Westfield, the town-
owned fleet of 20 trucks that can be
outfitted with plows began work at
about 6 a.m. to clear the main arter-
ies.

Westfield Town Engineer Kenneth
B. Marsh said that the town has a
policy of when more than three inches
of snow has fallen, contractors are
called to assist. The 13 contractors
the town uses, some of whom operate
backhoe equipment for snow removal,
began work at about 9:30 a.m. Tues-
day to help with the work.

In addition to the 20 town trucks,
Westfield owns a small tractor and
four front-end loaders that are par-
ticularly helpful in cul-de-sacs. Those
were being used to clear snow Tues-
day.

Mr. Marsh said the town was try-
ing to keep ahead of the snow, but
was bracing for another weather pat-
tern heading up the East Coast from
the south.

Like the county, Westfield clears
the main arteries that are the most
heavily traveled and have vehicles
traveling at the greatest speeds first.
In Westfield, those arteries include
Rahway, Highland, Woodland,
Dudley and Lawrence Avenues; Bou-
levard; Prospect and Chestnut Street
and Gallow Hills Road, among oth-
ers.

Frank Dann, Director of Public
Works for Union County, said the
county began clearing roads in ear-
nest around 7:30 a.m., although a
few early crews began work about
5:30 a.m.

Union County owns and operates
50 spreaders and plows and 10 pieces
of heavy equipment. It also contracts
with two contractors, who were called
out Tuesday at about 9:30 a.m. to
assist with snow removal.

Mr. Dann said no real problems
had occurred during the snow re-
moval and that the crews continued
to plow their routes from curb to curb
throughout the day.

All other county offices were closed
Tuesday.

able to finance the bid being “signifi-
cantly short” of the bid level, Mr.
Atkins asked the council to reject the
offer, which it did, and authorize
officials “to go back to the drawing
board” and revise the project’s needs.

He said he expects the 2000 budget to
include adequate funding for park im-
provements throughout the township.

The council also passed an ordi-
nance allowing members of the pub-
lic to address the council at meetings
on any topic during both of the time
slots reserved for that purpose. Pre-
viously, the public was permitted to
address the council only about mat-
ters on that evening’s agenda during
the first of the time slots.

The council also approved a reso-
lution calling on the State Legisla-
ture and Governor Christine Todd
Whitman to restore $328 million in
municipal aid that would have been
received in the 1994-2000 period
had such state assistance been in-
dexed to the inflation rate.

The State League of Municipali-
ties says that Scotch Plains would
have received an additional
$766,000 had state aid been tied to
inflation during those six years.
Mayor Marks said some type of re-
fund from the state would be fair,
“given the surpluses at all levels of
government.”

The council’s next regular meet-
ing will be held Tuesday, February
8. In addition, the council will hold
three hearings on the 2000 budget
on Wednesdays, February 2, 9 and
16. Mr. Atkins is hoping the budget
can be formally submitted in early
March, with Tuesday, April 11 be-
ing a possible date for the public
hearing.

Freddie Spencer Bike Race
Canceled by Scotch Plains

Peter Billson for The Times
SALUTE FROM THE STATE…Maryanne S. Connelly, former Mayor of
Fanwood, is presented with a joint resolution from members of the State
Legislature during a testimonial dinner Sunday honoring her 13 years of service
to the borough as a councilwoman and mayor. Pictured, left to right, are:
Assemblymen Alan M. Augustine and Richard H. Bagger, Mrs. Connelly and
State Senate President Donald T. DiFrancesco.

Officials and Employees
Thank Edward Gottko

During Retirement Dinner
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLARK — Westfield town em-
ployees and officials gathered last
Friday to pay homage to the man
who led municipal operations the
past six years, the now retired Town
Administrator, Edward A. Gottko.

The night of light humor and
good food and conversation with
past and present officials was held
at Gran Centurions in Clark, the
same venue of last spring’s retire-
ment dinner for former Town At-
torney Charles H. Brandt.

Mr. Gottko’s retirement dinner
was emceed by veteran Second
Ward Councilman James J. Gruba,
and Mr. Gottko’s predecessor, Jack
Malloy, hosted the ceremonials.

Among those honoring the retir-
ing administrator was Town Engi-
neer Kenneth B. Marsh.

“I greatly benefited from his lead-
ership,” he told dinner attendees.
Mr. Marsh took over as Engineer
and Director of Public Works upon
the promotion of Mr. Gottko to
administrator in January 1994.

Police Chief Anthony J. Scutti
said Mr. Gottko is “truly a people
person and that’s what makes a
good administrator.”

Fire Chief Paul A. Battiloro, Jr.,
added the administrator has always
been supportive of the Westfield
Fire Department.

“You can’t function unless you
have a strong administrator,” he

said.
Assemblyman and former

Westfield Mayor, Richard H. Bag-
ger, said Mr. Gottko followed “a
tradition of fine professional ad-
ministrators.”

Scotch Plains Thomas K. Atkins
presented Mr. Gottko with a resolu-
tion from the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council. He noted that the
resolution passed 5-0, which is
unusual given the fact two parties
are represented on the governing
body. Republicans currently have a
3-2 edge.

After hearing the accolades of
his former employees and other
guests, Mr. Gottko admitted that he
was “struggling for words to say” to
thank those persons gathered at the
event.

Mr. Gottko noted that “it has
been a great career of 30 years.”
Prior to his 20 years in Westfield,
he was employed for 10 years with
the City of Bayonne.

“I have been blessed. I have been
extremely lucky,” Mr. Gottko said.

In his tenure with the Town of
Westfield, Mr. Gottko said he
served under seven mayors and 45
Town Council members. He also
estimated that he has spent 3,200
nights out attending municipal
meetings.

Prior to the conclusion of the
event, Mr. Gruba noted that, “this
is an impressive turnout” for Mr.
Gottko.

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
PLOWING THROUGH…Frank Hogan, a Scotch Plains resident, clears the
path of mounds of powdered snow on Tuesday which fell in front of his home and
All Saints Episcopal Church.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18
• Police reported that a home on

Portland Avenue was burglarized
and three bedrooms ransacked. Po-
lice said entry was gained through a
first floor window. It is not known if
anything was taken.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 20
• A Treeview Circle resident re-

ported finding graffiti on a fence.
The marking was written in magic
marker.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 21
• A Hunter Avenue resident re-

ported the theft of a .25 caliber
handgun from within the residence.
Police reported there was no forced
entry to the house and that the theft
is still under investigation.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 22
• A Westfield Avenue bank re-

ported that someone attempted to
cash a forged check in the amount
of $466 and then fled the scene
when asked for proper identifica-
tion.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 23
• Donald Patterson, 19, of Scotch

Plains was arrested and charged
with shoplifting cigarettes from a
Route 22 gas station.

• Louis F. Buono 2nd, 37, of Scotch
Plains was arrested and charged with
eluding police in a motor vehicle
along with numerous traffic viola-
tions including driving under the
influence of alcohol after fleeing the
scene of a motor vehicle stop on Park
Avenue. Police said Buono struck a
vehicle during the pursuit at Park
and East Second Street, then contin-
ued to Midway Avenue and was even-
tually taken into custody after losing
control of his vehicle on Morse Av-
enue. Buono was taken to Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plainfield
and was released after blood samples
were obtained.

Your source
For the Latest News:
www.goleader.com

“A Fun Place To Shop In Scotch Plains”

Candy
Nuts

Chocolates
Jelly Beans
Dried Fruit

Party Trays
Gift Baskets

Gift Boxes & Bags
Select Gourmet Items
Lo-Cal & Sugar Free

SUPERBOWL SUNDAY
OPEN 12-3

PARTY TRAYS AND GREAT SNACKS FOR THE GAME
FOOTBALL TINS – CHOCOLATE FOOTBALLS

Remember Valentines Day Is Only 2 Weeks Away
Chocolate Hearts – Cards – Gift Items – Plush Animals – Balloons

Delivery & Shipping Available
Free Parking – Visa/Mastercard – www.goleader.com/nuts

407 Park Ave • Open Mon 12-6 • Tues-Fri 10-6 • Sat 10-5 • 322-7388

House of Persia
Grand Opening Sale ends

soon on Antique and Semi Antique

Custom Orders E-mail HouseofPersia@home.com

SAVE $1000’s incredible low prices
Westfield Circle Antique Gallery

500 South Ave. (Rt 28) (908) 928-0100

Persian Rugs
FREE buyers guide with registration

Fanwood
TV-35 Schedule

Friday, Jan. 28, 8:00 P.M.
Freeholder’s Forum
Year 2K Focus on Seniors

Friday, Jan. 28, 9:00 P.M.
 Fanwood’s New Neighbor
The NJ Naval Militia

Sunday, Jan. 30, 8:00 P.M.
 COP-TV Home Security &

Firemans’s visit to Coles School

Tuesday, Feb. 1, 8:00 P.M.
Millennium Clock Installation
& Dedication

Thursday, Feb. 3, 8:00 P.M.
Fanwood, A Reporter’s Dream


