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Concepts &Thought
MOUNTAINSIDE DISTRICT KEEPS ART, MUSIC OFF CARTS

Mountainside District Conducts
Feasibility Study on Enrollment
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — While
Mountainside’s Deerfield School is
not feeling the enrollment crunch
that is challenging the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Westfield school dis-
tricts, Chief School Administrator
Dr. Gerard A. Schaller said, “We
have experienced some growth, stu-
dent body-wise, at certain grade
levels.”

While all students in grades pre-
kindergarten through eight are pres-
ently housed in one facility,
Deerfield School at Central Avenue
and School Drive, the Mountainside
district owns another building (for-
merly known as the Beechwood
School).

Located on Woodacres Drive, it
houses the Mountainside Board of
Education and administrative of-
fices.

In addition, the Union County
Educational Services Commission
and Morris-Union Jointure Com-
mission leases space at that site for
special education programs.

At Deerfield, the average class
size in grades K-5 is 22 students,

with 23-24 students per class in grades
6-8. These numbers have risen as
high as 27 and 28 students in isolated
classes.

According to Dr. Schaller, a feasi-
bility study is being conducted by a
Somerville-based architectural firm,
Jordan & Peace, to look at what
might be done at Beechwood to ready
that facility to accommodate stu-
dents in kindergarten through grades
two or three should the need arise.

In addition, said Dr. Schaller, the
feasibility study should show the dis-
trict “how to be creative with exist-
ing facilities by building to accom-
modate (population) growth and pro-
gram.”

Unlike neighboring districts,
Mountainside has not yet had to resort
to measures such as art or music on a
cart (whereby the specialized teacher
travels with her/his supplies from room
to room) to free up classroom space.
The school administrator decried the
message that the class-on-a-cart ap-
proach sends to the specialized
teacher: “Your class isn’t important.”

He referred to the state standards
that call for demonstrated student
proficiency in performing arts.

“You’ve got to have a classroom,”
declared Dr. Schaller.

In its programming,
Mountainside seems committed to
properly preparing its students for
their transition to Governor
Livingston High School in Berke-
ley Heights.

“Under a K-8 roof,” said Dr.
Schaller, “we’re trying to give stu-
dents a middle school experience.
It’s the way to go to offer students
what is needed before they hit their
high school experience. We do what
we think is best for the kids. When
they leave for high school, we want
them to be able to compete scho-
lastically, academically, in every
way.”

He plans to add two teachers in
the upper grades that will allow
Deerfield to institute team teach-
ing within certain subject areas such
as social studies, language arts and
reading.

During a future board meeting,
Dr. Schaller is planning to unveil
“something different,” which, he
hopes, will help provide some
needed classroom space going for-
ward.

Council of English Teachers
Recognizes Two Students

SCOTCH PLAINS – The English
Department of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) re-
cently announced that two seniors,
Jessica Biegelson and Jay Harris,
are recipients of the National Coun-
cil of Teachers of English (NCTE)
Achievement Award in Writing.

Both Jessica and Jay were pre-
sented with the award by SPFHS
Principal, David Heisey, at a senior
class meeting.

This year, the National Council
of Teachers of English honored 709
high school seniors as outstanding
writers. Entrants were selected by
the English Department on the ba-
sis of ongoing excellence in En-
glish.

The 1999 NCTE Achievement
Awards in Writing recognizes writ-
ing excellence based on the stu-
dents’ sample of their best prose,
and on impromptu themes that are
written under supervision. The
number of competitors is based on
the high school’s total enrollment.

Jessica and Jay were among 3,000
students from 50 states, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Canada and
America schools abroad who par-
ticipated in the program that is
administered each spring during
the students’ junior year of high
school.

Jessica and Jay are published in a
booklet that is sent to directors of
admission at 3,000 two- and four-
year colleges and universities, to
members of the United States Sen-
ate and House of Representatives,

to state supervisors of English and
to NCTE leaders.

Carol Senff, Supervisor of Lan-
guage Arts at SPFHS, commended
both students on their recognition.

“Jessica and Jay have always
stood out as outstanding writers in
their English classes. It is exciting
to see them given national recogni-
tion. I’m sure their mastery of the
written word will serve them in
both their future academic and pro-
fessional pursuits,” she said.

ENGLISH EXPERTS…The English Department of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School announced that two seniors, Jessica Biegelson and Jay Harris, are
recipients of the National Council of Teachers of English Achievement Award
in Writing. Pictured above, English teacher, Patricia Napor, is thanked by Jay
and Jessica. Both winners were students of Mrs. Napor in sophomore English.

Annual ‘Quarter Dip’ Event
Slated by Athletic Boosters

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Athletic Boosters will host
their 21st Annual “Quarter Dip” on

Wednesday, February 2, from 6 to
7:30 p.m. in the SPFHS cafeteria.

The “Quarter Dip” event involves
parents of athletes who donate vari-
eties of food dishes which are then
set up buffet style. As participants
proceed through the line, they pay a
quarter for each “dip” or helping of
food.

Proceeds from the event support
athletic programs at SPFHS. Each
year, the Boosters give out college
scholarships to deserving athletes,
host award presentation ceremonies,
provide supplies to various teams,
host the Senior Athletes Dinner and
other activities and services.

Andrew C. Stein Earns
Deans List Recognition
At Washington and Lee
WESTFIELD – Andrew C. Stein,

a sophomore at Washington and Lee
University in Lexington, Va., has
received Dean’s List recognition for
the fall semester.

Andrew is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Stein of Westfield.

Westfield High School PTO
Sets February 2 Meeting,

Doubling as Town Meeting
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

High School (WHS) Parent Teacher
Organization will hold a meeting on
Wednesday, February 2, in the WHS
Auditorium at 7:30 p.m.

This event will also be a Town
Meeting and the topic will be “Lis-
tening to our Youth.” The organiza-
tion will present and discuss the re-
sults of the recent 8th and 11th grade
student survey on the issues in the
lives of our students.

All students and their parents are
invited to attend.

Matthew Hanas Receives
Dean’s List Recognition
At Fairleigh Dickinson
WESTFIELD – Matthew Hanas

was named to the Dean’s List at
Fairleigh Dickinson University in
Madison for the fall semester. He
also received High Honors for re-
ceiving a 3.82 average out of a pos-
sible 4.0 average.

Matthew is a mathematics major,
with a concentration in secondary
education.

Winter Reading Program Starts
At Jefferson Elementary School

READING WITH THEMES…Jefferson Elementary School in Westfield began
its 2000 Winter Reading Program on January 14. Each week, there will be a
different theme to motivate the students and reinforce the school theme,
“Remember the Past – Imagine the Future.” Pictured above, a kindergarten
class shares their favorite books.

WESTFIELD – Jefferson Elemen-
tary School in Westfield began its
2000 Winter Reading Program on
January 14.

Each week, there will be a differ-

ent theme to motivate the students
and reinforce the school theme, “Re-
member the Past – Imagine the Fu-
ture.”

The reading theme for January 14
was “Remembering Your Favorite
Book” and students were asked to
bring in their favorite book.

On January 21, students brought in
a stuffed animal or doll to “Cozy Up
With An Old Friend” as they read
their books.

Tomorrow, Friday, January 28, all
students will receive a bookmark to
go along with the theme, “Mark Your
Way Through the Millennium.”

The theme for Friday, February 4,
will be “Imagine the Future of Read-
ing,” when all children will wear a
themed T-shirt. On Friday, February
11, all students will wear bright col-
ors because “Our Future Looks Bright
For Reading.”

Students will keep track of the
amount of time their family spends
reading each week. Double time will
be given for historical and futuristic
books and articles. The goal is to
have each family read 2,000 minutes
through the program and to have the
school reach a grand total of one
million minutes read for the new
millennium.

To mark their progress, a bar graph
will be constructed outside the
school’s library. It will show grade
level accomplishments each week
along with weekly totals for the
school. In addition, large books will
be hung in the school’s hallways to
represent minutes read.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood HS Pupils
Named to Region Band, Chorus

Delbarton School
 Slates  Presentation
Of Guys and Dolls

SCOTCH PLAINS – The selec-
tions for the All Region Chorus and All
Region Band were announced on De-
cember 10 by the Central Jersey Music
Educators Association for Region II.

This region includes all of

Middlesex, Somerset, Hunterdon and
Union counties and represents over 40
schools. Auditions had been held ear-
lier that day at J.P. Stevens High School
in Edison.

Once again, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) had a very strong
showing with 16 students selected for
the Region II Chorus and eight more
pupils chosen for the Region II Band.

The 16 students selected represents
the most for any school participating in
this year’s competition. This was the
best showing ever for SPFHS.

Courtney McDonald placed first for
the second year in a row in Soprano I.

Other pupils chosen for this year’s
All Region Chorus include: Melissa
Benski, Meryl Bezrutczyk, Ian Bonner,
Cara Bristol, Lindsey Davis, Gary
Fletcher, Emma Hiatt, Jessica
Gittleman, Laura Kavinsky, Chitra
Kalyanaraman, James L’Heureux,
Christine Perotta, Rennuel Razal,
Howard Smith and Ian Wherley.

The SPFHS Chorus is under the
direction of Laurie Wellman.

Selected for the All Region Band
were: Shawn Lafkowitz, Arpon Mitra,
Dan Nelson, Beth Grausso, Catherine
Mangan, Bruce Smith, Sarah
VonWagner and Kalik Chang.

The SPFHS Band is under the direc-
tion of Vincent Tutoreillo and Durand
Thomas.

Both groups have been rehearsing
for their Region concerts. The Choral
Concert will be held at Monroe High
School on Sunday, January 30, at 2
p.m. The Band Concert was held on
January 13 at The College of New
Jersey.

MORRISTOWN –
Delbarton’s Schola Cantorum
and Abbey Players will present
Guys and Dolls on Friday, Feb-
ruary 18, and Saturday, Febru-
ary 19, at 8 p.m. and Sunday,
February 20, at 2 and 8 p.m. in
the gallery in Old Main at
Delbarton School.

Michael Krivak of Westfield
will portray Benny Southstreet.

Admission is $7. The school is
located at 230 Mendham Road,
Route No. 24, Morristown.

For more information, please
call (973) 538-3231.

HE KNOWS HIS GEOGRAPHY!…Tom Killian, an eighth grade student at
Edison Intermediate School in Westfield, won the school-level competition of the
National Geographic Bee and a chance at a $25,000 college scholarship. Pictured
above, Tom wears his winning medal and receives a certificate of recognition from
Edison Assistant Principal Stewart Carey. Westfield’s Social Studies Supervisor
Dr. Maria Schmidt was also present. The Bee, at which pupils answered oral
questions on geography, was the first round in the 12th Annual National Geogra-
phy Bee, sponsored by the National Geographic Society. Tom will now take a
written test and if he qualifies as one of the top 100 scorers in the state, he will be
eligible to compete in the statewide Bee on Friday, April 7.

Fanwood Residents
Named to Dean’s List
At Johnson & Wales

FANWOOD – Lesley Halas and
Diana Zaleski, both of Fanwood,
have been named to the Dean’s List
for the fall term at Johnson & Wales
University in Providence, R.I.

Lesley is majoring in hospitality
sales and meeting management.

Diana is majoring in fashion mer-
chandising.

Several Local Residents
Earn Dean’s List Status

At Univ. of Delaware
Westfield residents Matthew S.

Rosen, Heather P. Vlach, Michael
A. Kotler, Kerry L. Fleming, Laura
K. Dvorak, Lauren M. Castaldo,
Maura R. Burstein and Karin M.
Bizzarro have been named to the
Dean’s List for the fall semester at
the University of Delaware.

Scotch Plains residents named to
the list include: Janis L. Acampora,
Laura A. Biedell, Stacey L.
Peterson and Adena Plesmid.

Fanwood residents David S.
Lasus, Marissa E. Mangione, Jillian
Mazzagetti and Adam D. Ross were
also named to the Dean’s List.

Area Residents Named
To Fall Dean’s List

At Quinnipac College
Residents from Mountainside,

Scotch Plains and Westfield have all
been named to the fall Dean’s List at
Quinnipac College in Hamden, Conn.

Renu Mehta of Westfield; James J.
Ciasulli, Elizabeth C. DeAnna, Jamie
P. Oels, all of Mountainside, and
Erik M. Glazner of Scotch Plains,
have all been named to the list.

Please send all
Education and University

Press Releases to:
michelle@goleader.com

Piano - Keyboard - Organ - Accordion
Strings - Woodwinds - Brass - Voice - Guitar - Drums

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467-4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

Temple Emanu-El
Nursery School

756 East Broad Street • Westfield • 908-232-7663

� Classes for 2 to 4 year olds
� Me & My Shadow Classes
� Certified, Experienced Teachers
� Lunch Program
� Enrichment Program
� Computers
� Music & Movement Specialists
� Judaic Content

Scotch Plains,
Summit, Edison,

Metuchen

261 South Avenue, East
Westfield • (908) 317-5777

Owned & Operated by The Spears Family


