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Concepts &Thought
The Learning Curve

Project Connections Program Urges
Pupils to Blend Art With Other Topics

By KATHY KELLY

Traditional scenario: a fifth grade
class studies the stars. End result:
they write a report.

Enter Project Connections.
This fifth grade class still studies

the stars and writes a report, but it
also creates constellations of the stars,
invents futuristic space vehicles to
display, design constellation tele-
scopes for viewing by other students,
and makes papier mache reliefs of
the Zodiac.

End Result: one wing of the school
turned into a science wing, a mini
planetarium. Art and science com-
bine and children put into practice
what they have learned.

Albert Einstein, who lamented the
study of science as a discipline iso-
lated from humanity, would be so
proud of Westfield!

What is Project Connections? How
does it work? What is it’s relevance
to academics?

Six years ago, Project Connec-
tions began in Franklin Elemen-
tary School. Launched out of a
desire to team teach art and aca-
demic subjects, this new venue has
blossomed into a full-fledged pro-
gram operating, as of this year, in
all the Westfield elementary
schools.

The main focus is to use art as an
enhancement to academic subjects,
to make the learning more interest-
ing and to take the acquired knowl-
edge to another level.

The classroom teacher and the
art teacher “brainstorm” to create a
“hands-on” approach to the subject.
The lesson is prepared jointly and
presented to the students as a team.
This approach awakens students to
the idea that art does not stand alone
as an island in the curriculum, but
rather, as an integral part of the learn-
ing process.

Children who are exposed to art
within other environments learn to
think “outside the box.” This cre-
ative thought process is then car-
ried over to other subject areas.
The eagerness to participate in the
program is evidenced each year as

the teachers quickly sign up for
specific dates to present a lesson
and students as, “What are we do-
ing this year for Project Connec-
tions?”

The recently published State
Standards for the Arts lists inter-
disciplinary education as one of its
criteria. For six years now, our stu-
dents have been setting the bench-
marks and are “ahead of the curve!”

To pilot the program for six years,
watch it move successfully forward
and then see it finally offered in all
the elementary schools is quite ful-
filling. A resounding “thank you”
also goes to our Parent Teacher Or-
ganization which, upon seeing the
results of the program touch every
child in the school, has graciously
donated funds for the purchase of art
materials.

Over the years, the staff has de-
veloped numerous lessons, few of
which are repeated from year to
year, but are redefined to keep each
experience fresh and challenging.

We have created six foot dino-
saurs for science; model towns for
social studies; puppets for reading,
papier mache penguins for “P”
week in kindergarten; clay family
pins for health; murals for Colum-
bus Day and Thanksgiving; de-
signed our own paper to illustrate
the works of author Eric Carle;
created tessellations (structured
designs) to better understand math;
and many more projects too nu-
merous to mention.

As the art teacher, interacting with
colleagues to create new lessons for
the children has been gratifying.
The camaraderie of creating the les-
son together, presenting it as a team
and enjoying the “fruits” of our la-
bors, has fostered a desire to keep
creating new and better ways to
enhance Project Connections – now
a vital part of Franklin School’s
curriculum.

*  *  *  *  *
Kathy Kelly is an art instructor at

Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield.

SAYING GOODBYE…The third grade class at McGinn Elementary School in
Scotch Plains recently bid farewell to student teacher, Megan McKune. As a
student at Montclair State University, she has been with the children since the
beginning of school. The children presented her with a canvas “teacher’s bag”
filled with pencils, stickers, markers and crayons. They wished her good luck in
her teaching career. She will be a substitute teacher in the spring, so the children
await her return. Pictured, left to right, are: back row, third grade teacher, Joan
Costello, and Ms. McKune; front row, Cara Levinson, Allison Lasher, Alexander
Yorkovich, Eliza Ziegler and Michael Roth.

Courtney C. Yevich Earns
Honor Roll Recognition
At Washington and Lee

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Education Association (WEA) will
award two $1,000 scholarships to
high school graduates.

Michael Seiler, President of the
WEA, will present the scholarships
at Awards Night on Thursday, June 1,
at Westfield High School.

The WEA Scholarship Committee
and the Executive Council will se-
lect a member of the Westfield High
School Class of 2000 for this year’s
$1,000 award. The Barry Judd Me-
morial Scholarship will be presented
to a WEA member’s child who plans
on continuing their education at an
accredited institution of higher learn-
ing.

Both scholarship applications are
available at the WHS Guidance De-
partment and at WEA members’ re-
spective schools throughout the dis-
trict. The deadline for both scholar-
ships is Friday, March 31.

Scholarship applications will be
evaluated on a variety of criteria
including grades, SAT scores, in-
volvement in school-based activi-
ties and community services. Ap-
plicants will also have an opportu-
nity to express their personal op-
tions regarding education and tech-
nology. Six finalists will be invited
to a personal interview before the
final selection.

Funds for these scholarships are
raised by donations of the WEA mem-
bers. Diana Collins is Chairperson of
the WEA Scholarship and the Barry
Judd Memorial Scholarship. Com-
mittee members include Dr. James
Moriarty, Frances Trees, Janice
Sheridan, Rosemary Gagliardi and
Patricia Filiaci.

Westfield Education Association
Offers Two $1,000 Scholarships

ARCHITECTURE ASSIGNMENT…Jefferson Elementary School fifth grad-
ers celebrated the millennium by studying the construction of majestic cathe-
drals and halls in classic Roman architecture. The students researched concepts
of the time period, including ambulatory, apse, nave, clerestory, buttresses and
triforium. This assignment was part of Project Connections, an interdiscipli-
nary program teaching art and academics together. Art teacher Lori DeCoite
oversaw the project, along with fifth grade teachers Cindy Andzel, Tania Biznik,
Michael Craver and Kareem Thompson. Pictured above, Kelly Hausseguy
displays some of the architectural models.

Holy Trinity School Posts
Catholic Week Events;
To Begin With Masses

WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity
Interparochial School in Westfield
will celebrate Catholic Schools Week
from Sunday, January 30, to Friday,
February 4. The theme of this year’s
activities is “Lighting the Way to a
New Century.”

The week will begin with a special
Mass at each parish: the Mass at Our
Lady of Lourdes Church at 9:30 a.m.;
a Mass at St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church at 9:15 a.m. and a noon
Mass at Holy Trinity Church.

An open house will then be held at
Holy Trinity in the auditorium fol-
lowing the noon Mass. Registration
for new students will be taken at that
time and continue throughout the
week.

Special events will take place at
the school each day during the week.
Teacher Appreciation Day will be
held on Monday, January 31; class-
room visitation on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 1, from 9 to 11 a.m.; ice cream
sundaes for students on Wednesday,
February 2, and Student Retreat Day
on Thursday, February 3.

The activities will end on Febru-
ary 4 with a student dress down day
and a 12:30 p.m. dismissal. There
will be a faculty luncheon given by
the Home and School Association
and a family roller skating party at
United Skates of America from 1:15
to 3:15 p.m. on that day.

For more information, please call
the school office at (908) 233-0484.

WESTFIELD – Courtney C.
Yevich, a senior at Washington
and Lee University in Lexing-
ton, Va., has been named to the
Honor Roll for the fall term.

She is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Yevich of Westfield.

ON WITH THE SHOW…Over 150 of Westfield’s Washington Elementary
School parents and teachers have been rehearsing night and day for the 52nd

Annual Washington School show, On With The Show. Performances will be held
at Roosevelt Intermediate School on Friday, February 4, at 2 and 8 p.m. Tickets
are on a reserved seating basis, and are $6 (afternoon performance) and $8
(evening performances.) Tickets may be purchased by calling the Virtual Box
Office at (908) 317-2775, or through Burgdorff ERA Realtors, 600 North
Avenue, Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: Allison Fiorino, Laurie Porschetta,
Pat Baeder, Dianne Mroz, Anne Green, Mary Jane Gismondi and Karen
Barash.

Park Library Friends
Announce February

Multi-Media Exchange
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Friends

of the Park Middle School Library of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood will hold a
Multi-Media Exchange next month.

The group is looking for donations
of gently-used books, computer and
music compact disks and videos for
all ages, but with a primary focus on
middle school material.

All proceeds from the sale will
benefit the Park Middle School Li-
brary.

The date of the sale are Wednes-
day, February 16, from 6 to 9 p.m. at
the Park Middle School Library.

Donations are being accepted
through Friday, February 11, at the
Park Middle School Library, 580 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains, between 8
a.m. and 3:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

For further information, please call
(908) 889-1732 or (908) 322-9025.

Anne M. Lutkenhouse
Named to Dean’s List
At Scranton University

WESTFIELD – Anne M.
Lutkenhouse of Westfield has
been named to the Dean’s List
for the 1999 fall semester at the
University of Scranton in
Scranton, Pa.

Jennifer M. Kassakian
Named to Dean’s List

At Colby College
WESTFIELD – Jennifer M.

Kassakian of Westfield has been
named to the Dean’s List for the fall
semester at Colby College in
Waterville, Me.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ed-
ward Kassakian of Westfield, Jenni-
fer is a member of the class of 2000.
She is majoring in biology with a
concentration in environmental sci-
ence. She is minoring in economics.

Jennifer graduated from Westfield
High School.

Replace Your Old Furnace Now!
Don’t Pay Anything For 12 Months!

...no payment & NO INTEREST for 1 year!

Our offer is very straight
forward. Get rid of that
headache and get a YORK
high efficiency furnace. Not
only do you have peace of
mind, you actually save up to
½ of your operating costs and
receive a cash rebate also.

Pay as low as $39.90/month
after one year. Our high quality
YORK  furnaces come with a
5 year parts & labor warranty,
so you also don't have worry
about repair costs for 5 years.

Call Ketzenberg & Org to
schedule a free survey. (908)
928-0800 or visit our
showroom at 615 Central
Avenue,  Westfield to see the
latest equipment from YORK .

*****
Ketzenberg & Org has been serving the

Central NJ area since 1947 with over
100,000 installations.

615 Central Avenue

Westfield

(908) 9
28-0800

Since

1947

Burger King �Cashola�
Fund-raiser

Thursday, February 3 � 5 to 8pm

Please Come and Support WHS Swimming

Garwood Burger King
251 North Avenue

A Portion of All Inside Sales Will Be Donated
To The WHS Swim Team.

Come, Bring Your Family & Friends,

Have Dinner Out & Support

Westfield High School Swimming!
(Be Sure To Stop Inside � Drive-thru receipts don�t count)


