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MAVERICK
*  *  *  *  *

GOBBLEDYGOOK
From the same family
We owe this eponym (a word that

comes from a person’s name) to
Samuel Maverick (1803-1870). This
Texas rancher flat out refused to
brand his cattle, claiming that all
cattle on the range belonged to him.
Thus, an unbranded cow in that part
of Texas was called a maverick.

Some accounts suggest that Sam
kept his cattle on an island, and,
therefore, did not have to brand them.
His grandson, Congressman Maury
Maverick (1895-1954) coined the
word “gobbledygook”. In 1944, he
told The New York Times Magazine,
“Perhaps I was thinking of the old
bearded turkey gobblin back in Texas
who was always gobbledy gobbling
and strutting with ludicrous pom-
posity. At the end of the gobble, there
was a sort of gook.”

Sam and his grandson were one of
only two American families to con-
tribute words to the American En-
glish (the other family was President
Theodore Roosevelt).

Gobbledygook is echoic — a word
that imitates sound — of the turkey
and means official talk or writing
that is pompous. A maverick is one
who takes an independent stand.

First Night Westfield Was Best Ever
Thanks to Help, Support of Many

Partisan Politics ‘Counterproductive’
At Town’s Local Level, Reader Writes

  Can you believe that Jeeves?
Corzine�s yacht has got to be
at least 3 years old!
                Poor bugger...

Adults, Teens Invited to Town Meeting
On February 2 at Westfield High School

Shortly before April 1 this year,
hundreds of millions of census forms
will be sent to Americans in their
homes in every part of the nation.
The United States will begin the year
2000 census shortly; the first enu-
meration of the people living in this
country in the 21st century. The stakes
for Union County, and for New Jer-
sey, is high.

The United States Constitution re-
quires the federal government to con-
duct a census every 10 years. Figures
from the census help determine this
region’s funding for many public
and private services, as well as repre-
sentation in Congress and in the New
Jersey Statehouse.

With all this at stake, it is impor-
tant that everyone stands up to be
counted, not only for themselves, but
for their children and grandchildren,
and for their communities.

Unfortunately, many people may
not be counted. In 1990, the last time
the census was conducted, an esti-
mated 8.4 million people across the
country went uncounted. Most of
them lived in urban areas, most were
minorities or people who did not
speak English. Our failure to get an
accurate count resulted in at least
$100 billion in lost revenues to com-
munities, according to federal statis-
tics.

The census helps government agen-
cies determine funding for schools
and day care services, hospitals and
health care facilities, senior citizens
programs and nursing homes, com-
munity assistance and housing pro-
grams and services for people with
disabilities.

They also determine the amount
of funding communities or regions
receive for road and highway repairs
and improvements and for larger mass
transportation projects. These
projects also bring jobs and eco-
nomic prosperity to our communi-
ties, particularly in Union County,
with its crucial links to the New
York-New Jersey metropolitan area.

Many of these services are figured
by the size and type of population of
the areas they serve. When individu-
als refuse to be counted, they can
hurt their communities. But this is
not the only way communities can be
affected.

It’s not just government agencies
that use the census data. Businesses,

COMMENTING ON UNION COUNTY

By DANIAL P. SULLIVAN
Chairman – Union County Board of Freeholders

Will You Stand Up and Be Counted?
Census Stakes High for State, County

industries, banks and investors use
census data to determine the best
places to build, expand and place
new resources.

Of course, this new investment
means jobs and continued employ-
ment. So completing the census form
also helps bring jobs to our commu-
nity as well as to protect the jobs and
services already there.

The census also determines how
communities will be represented in
Congress and in the Statehouse in
Trenton. Data from the census will
be used to redraw the election dis-
tricts for the House of Representa-
tives and for the New Jersey Senate
and Assembly. Communities that are
not fully counted can literally lose
their voices, as their state and federal
representatives are moved to repre-
sent larger areas.

Completing the census is the right
thing to do to ensure that our com-
munities will retain jobs, enjoy safe,
efficient transportation, retain good
schools, have a strong voice in Tren-
ton and Washington and receive the
assistance they deserve. It takes only
a few seconds to fill out the census
forms, but the benefits last a long
time.

*  *  *  *  *
Daniel P. Sullivan is the Chairman of

the Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

With Elimination of WHS Summer School
It’s Important Not to Forget Struggling Students

Based on a recommendation from Westfield High
School Principal Robert G. Petix and Assistant Prin-
cipal John Farinella, the Board of Education has
agreed to eliminate the summer school program for
this year. It will annually review the need for such a
program in accordance with the evolving composi-
tion of the student body.

Administrators based their recommendation on
the fact that just 10 of the 55 students registered for
summer school in 1999 were there for legitimate
academic deficiencies. The vast majority of students
registered because they had missed too many classes
to complete course requirements. Be that as it may,
board member Thomas Taylor’s comment during the
January 11 meeting regarding the matter was inap-
propriate. Mr. Taylor said that although he did not
want to “paint with a broad brush,” the majority of the
summer school pupils do not end up attending any
“Ivy League colleges.”

Administrators also made the case that summer
school teachers are hard to come by and the program
costs $20,000 a year to run.

Summer school should not exist to back-up kids
who cut classes. Students who don’t do the work and
don’t pass the course should be required to repeat it
the following year. Simple. Such a mandate could be
an effective deterrent to habitual offenders.

There should, however, be a safety net for those
students who genuinely require extra help to meet the
academic requirements for graduation.

Westfield High School appears to have such a
system in place. Student support is available, and

parents are notified by teachers and counselors as
difficulties arise during the school year. The admin-
istration says it keeps close tabs on these situations.
Support may take the form of private tutoring and/or
regular meetings with the appropriate teacher before
or after school, or during free periods.

If a WHS student fails a course, he or she has three
options: attend summer school to fulfill a particular
course’s requirements; repeat the course the follow-
ing year; or complete an independent study program
and resultant departmental exam that’s been ap-
proved by the principal, teacher, department supervi-
sor and guidance department.

Going forward, if Westfield students elect to attend
summer school elsewhere, it will cost them — upwards
of $500 per course. Up to now, summer school at WHS
had been available to Westfield residents free of charge.

The board’s decision should be a wake-up call for
chronic cutters of English, Math or Physical Educa-
tion classes. There is no free summer school waiting
in the wings to bail them out this year.

On the other hand, the board, high school adminis-
trators and teachers must pay close attention to the
needs of those students who need academic support.
They must do what they can to see that proper tools
are in place to help these students achieve during the
regular school year and keep their academic program
on track.

The decision to eliminate summer school — with
the option to revive it as necessary — seems to make
sense, as long as the students who really needed it get
the proper help along the way.

Resident Urges All Westfielders
To Join Fight Against Subdivision

Letters to the Editor

I would like to extend an invitation to
the adults and teens in Westfield to
attend what I believe could be one of the
most important community meetings of
the year: “Listening to Our Youth,” which
will be held on Wednesday, February 2,
at 7:30 p.m. in the Westfield High School
auditorium.

At the meeting, we will announce the
results of a recent survey of eighth and
eleventh grade students. The survey was
developed by a steering committee that
included clergy, school administrators,
community youth organizers, counse-
lors, parents and students.

We now have the ability to look at the

viewpoints of more than 600 students
who have responded candidly about their
attitudes toward school, home, their town
and themselves.

The meeting will be part presentation/
part open dialogue. We look forward to
a lively, interesting discussion, unlike
the participation that was not afforded us
during the MSNBC town-wide meeting.

Please join us at the Westfield High
School auditorium on February 2 to dis-
cuss the future of the youth of Westfield.

Dr. William J. Foley
Superintendent of Schools

Westfield

Insurance Broker Reappointment
Proves Council Political, Agent Says

As a life-long resident of Union
County, I naively believed the repu-
tation of Westfield (i.e., that the Town
Council, Planning Board, Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission
and other town officials, collectively
referred to as the “Safekeepers”) work
tirelessly to preserve and safekeep
the charm, character and prestige of
Westfield.

Reality hit me hard when I was
glancing through The Westfield
Leader and I saw the picture of an
adjacent property (i.e., 1079 East
Broad Street) that was being subdi-
vided into three lots. Thank you,
Leader, for your coverage!

I was indignant about not receiv-
ing notice about the impending ac-
tion that will forever change the
streetscape of Karen Terrace and East
Broad Street. But according to the
Safekeepers “it’s not required by law
— we try to send notices, but illness
and the holidays interfered with this
practice.”

I was shocked to learn that three
houses were proposed to be shoe-
horned onto this historic property

with the intent to move the current
“1780 Westfield treasure” thereby
risking its structural integrity. More-
over all three residences would have
a Karen Terrace address. The
“Safekeepers” told me it was within
the law but I still question . . . how did
they let this happen?

I became suspicious when I learned
that “Mike’s new development,” as
the project has been referred to by a
town office, is being represented by
a former Town Attorney.

For all of these reasons and more
I have begun a campaign against
this action. I encourage everyone to
have your voice heard. Go to the
Town Council meeting on February
1, attend the Planning Board meet-
ing on February 7, call your neigh-
bors, enlighten your friends, call
the Mayor, your councilperson and
your town officials. Tell them you’re
indignant, you’re opposed or you’re
outraged or forever accept that you
stood by and let this happen to YOUR
TOWN!

Lori Zivny
Westfield

On December 31, more than 5,000
participants enjoyed a safe, fun-filled
community celebration of the arts
thanks to The Westfield Y, The
Westfield Foundation, the Town of
Westfield and all the sponsors who
continue to support First Night
Westfield.

In addition, the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and
PNC Bank, along with other major
contributors, helped support the more
than 50 different performances this
year. Sponsors and event donors help
to keep the event affordable for all.

All performers and artists are paid
for their performances at First Night
Westfield and this year, because of
the millennium, some charged as
much as 50 percent more than their
regular fees.

Happy New Year and thank you to
the organizing committee and all of
the volunteers who donated their
time and efforts to make First Night
Westfield 2000 the best yet. Bar-
bara Karp and Arlene Bertrand or-
ganized and scheduled an absolutely

stunning assortment of performers.
Elaine Slabe and Darryl Walker or-
ganized the spectacular 2000 finale.
Carolyn Fleder and Alice Golembo
organized the school star project
and decorated Westfield store win-
dows with resolutions and hopes for
the New Year.

Thank you. Your efforts were cer-
tainly evident. The accolades are
still arriving.

This event continues to be the suc-
cess that it is because of the partici-
pating and cooperation between the
town departments, the local organi-
zations, clubs and individuals. Those
of you who helped all year long and
those of you who volunteered for a
few hours are all important. Thank
you.

If you are interested in volunteer-
ing for First Night Westfield 2001,
please call (908) 518-2983 and leave
a message in box No. 2. We are
presently in the process of organiz-
ing First Night Westfield 2001.

Julia Black
Westfield Y

While it’s great that Westfield is fi-
nally a two-party town. (Sorry, Republi-
cans), it is not great that partisan silli-
ness seems, at least from newspaper
reports, to take up so much of our town
council’s time.

It ofen appears as if many of our
elected and appointed officials serve
only to challenge the “opposing team.”
Partisan politics at the local level is
counterproductive and obstructionist. We
all live right here, together. The deci-
sions and behavior of our community
leaders have a direct impact on our town,

and on our lives.
Perhaps The Westfield Leader should

stop identifying elected officials by their
parties. Maybe then we could judge each
person and their actions individually.
Perhaps all mayoral and town council
candidates should run as Independents.
Maybe then our elected officials will
work together to fully serve the people
of Westfield, rather than their political
parties.

Melissa Stanton
Westfield

Your article (January 13) regarding
the appointment of AGA as broker for
the town’s insurance program, clearly
shows that even after a year, and count-
less discussions regarding how this
and other appointments are made by
the Town Council, this council contin-
ues to play political games between the
parties.

In December 1998, I realized, after
45 minutes of having former council
people thank my firm, Bollinger Inc.,
for the 50 years of exemplary service to
the town in our capacity as Risk Man-
ager, that we were ceremoniously
dumped on a party line vote. Our pro-
gram, which we designed, was handed
over to the firm owned by a former
Republican mayor.

I find the quotes from Councilwoman
Janis Fried Weinstein particularly in-
teresting, when she says Bollinger
should have known these contracts were
up for review again and, perhaps, I
should have followed up. This comes
from the person who, when asked in
December 1998 why a council should
not renew the contract of Bollinger
with an unblemished record, who de-
signed the program, and move it to
AGA, whose record was questioned by
a report from the Union County
Prosecutor’s office, regarding various
placements of insurance, her response
to the opposition was a loud and clear.
“Don’t you understand, this is poli-
tics.”

For the record, Ms. Weinstein, I did
follow up. I called the administrator’s
office in early October and was told to
write to the mayor’s office. I did, in
fact, write to the mayor’s office. I re-
quested to be notified when and if the
contract was to be bid. I heard nothing
until after the first of the year when I
received a call from the Mayor asking
me why I did not submit a bid. I in-
formed him that I knew nothing about
it. When told that it was posted in the
Westfield papers, which I receive each
week, I knew exactly what was going
on.

Very simply, it was a weak attempt to
abide by the ordinance to bid profes-
sional services. Everyone on the coun-

cil knows that the fee for this work is
set by the bylaws of the Suburban Mu-
nicipal Insurance Fund and, any at-
tempt to charge the town less than that
fee to do the work, would be consid-
ered rebating under state insurance
regulations.

Therefore, all parties who might have
bid, would have been judged by the
favors of council, where the main crite-
ria would have continued to be either
the bidders party of affiliation, whether
they were a donor to the local political
party of majority and perhaps other
even more subjective criteria.

Councilman Matthew Albano’s
quote in the paper, that the firm should
have been judged on what they did
during their tenure over the past year, is
also quite amusing. He is a person who
voted to ouster a firm with 50 years of
service and hand over that same pro-
gram to a firm who did not even submit
a bid in 1998, but rather was handed a
commission of over $40,000, for just
being from the correct party. For the
record I am a registered Republican,
but not in Westfield. Shame on you,
Mr.. Albano.

Ms. Weinstein, even if I was given
the courtesy of a legitimate notice of
this process, I am not sure I would have
bid. Why would I subject my firm, or
myself to the horrible press that this
and other partisan issues such as Town
Attorney, Judge and other appointments
have been given over the past three
years. To have you and others on that
dais make pompous decisions, without
regard to what is the right thing for the
town, is unjust. Ms. Weinstein, you are
overpaid for the one dollar of salary
you receive for your efforts on matters
such as this as a council person for this
town.

Westfielders, I am not oblivious to
the workings of politics, but neither
should you who live in this fine town.
Vote for people who you know will do
the best for the town, not for them-
selves and other interested parties, re-
gardless of their political affiliation.

Louis Lefevre
Executive Vice President

Bollinger Fowler, Inc.

Fanwood Reader Differs With Letter
Critical of Borough Attorney Appointee

In your January 20, issue you pub-
lished a Letter to the Editor that sug-
gested that the appointment of Wilfred P.
Coronato as Borough Attorney was a
“political favor” and somehow inconsis-
tent with a “desire to better our commu-

nity.”
Mr. Coronato was one of those who

repeatedly stood up to the Dean Oil
developer last year at the Planning Board
hearings. His appointment was no more
a “political favor” than the Democrats’
appointment of the prior borough attor-
ney 12 years earlier — who, by the way,
chaired the former mayor’s campaign.

As to being inconsistent with a desire
to better our community, it was Mr.
Coronato who found a legal way to re-
scind the recent street lamp contract,
which former Mayor Maryanne Connelly
pushed through in the last 72 hours of her
administration. That contract would have
squandered up to $200,000. Mr.
Coronato’s action will save the borough
at least $140,000, based on the borough
engineer’s estimate. How’s that for bet-
tering our community!

If the appointment of Mr. Coronato
was a “political favor,” then I think we
should return the favor by thanking
Mayor Louis Jung for making this ap-
pointment.

Thomas J. Sweeney
Fanwood
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Westfield Chamber of Commerce
Thanks Music Staff for Service

The Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce would like to express its sincere
appreciation to Ric Miller and his family
for the many years of service Music
Staff has given to the Westfield commu-
nity. Their friendly attitude and commit-
ment to providing all types and styles of
music for their customers, as well as
special orders and tickets to events
through ticket services, will surely be
missed in downtown Westfield.

Music Staff has been a landmark in
downtown Westfield for so many years.
It will be fondly remembered and missed
by all. We are sorry to see Music Staff
go, and we wish Ric and his family the
best in future endeavors.

Debbie Schmidt
Executive Director

The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce

Letters to the Editor
Efforts Continue for Union County

To Open Animal Shelter, Reader Says
Your January 20th editorial con-

cerning animal control in Union
County is timely.

Efforts have been made over the
past six years to prove the need for a
county-run shelter with animal con-
trol services. There is a committee
working with Sheriff Ralph Froehlich
to accomplish this goal. Our investi-
gations of facilities in other coun-
ties, surveys of the 21 municipalities
in Union County and a financial fea-
sibility study conducted by Suplee,
Clooney & Company, have now been
completed.

These studies indicate there is a
pressing need and a growing interest
in having the county build a shelter
and manage animal control. All avail-
able information, the committee’s
investigations, and numerous anec-
dotal complaints, confirm unequivo-
cally that the present, individual
municipal contracting has not pro-
vided the necessary service nor a
uniformity of humane caring by some

of the outside vendors.
For example, I cite the Saturday,

January 22 article in The Star Ledger
reporting the $18,715 fine against
Garden State Kennels for “using an
illegal drug to euthanize.” The same
article reported conditions such as
rodent feces in cages, a dog with a
fractured leg that languished — with-
out medical care, etc. Garden State
Kennels provides this “service” to
seven towns in Union County!

New Jersey is the only state that
requires each municipality to be re-
sponsible for animal control. In other
states, it is a county function. In order
to change this unworkable situation
in Union County, voters must con-
vince the Union County Freeholders
to support this project. This is not just
a humane issue. It involves public
health and public safety. I urge read-
ers to contact members of the Board
of Chosen Freeholders or contact me.

Peggy Sur
Westfield
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