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Michael J. Lapolla Launches Campaign
Joins Three Dems Seeking Nomination;

Sens. Torricelli, Lesniak Co-Chairing Effort
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William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
YES I’M RUNNING...Union County Manager Michael J. Lapolla of Westfield pauses for applause during the official
kickoff of his campaign for the Democratic nomination for the Seventh District Congressional seat. The event was held
Monday morning in the Student Commons of Union County College campus in Cranford. Among those in attendance were
Westfield First Ward Councilman Carl A. Salisbury and Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, in front row at left of podium; and
Freeholder Mary Ruotolo of Westfield and State Senator Raymond Lesniak, at right.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – In front of the back-
drop of campaign balloons, stickers
and Natalie Merchant’s “These Are
The Days” blaring in the background,
Union County Manager Michael J.
Lapolla made it official Monday
morning by launching his campaign
for the Democratic nomination for
the Seventh Congressional District
seat currently held by Bob Franks.
Mr. Franks is running for the United
States Senate.

Mr. Lapolla, who made his an-
nouncement in the Student Com-
mons of the Union County College’s
Cranford campus, was introduced to
supporters — including many county
employees from directors to public
information workers — by Free-
holder Mary P. Ruotolo of Westfield,
who said her long-time friend as
County Manager “has had a positive
impact on the lives of residents of
Union County” for over 20 years.

In making his announcement the
candidate stated, “I’m running for
Congress because I want to get things
done for the working families who
call this area home.”

Mr. Lapolla, 43, has a career in
public service that dates back to 1983
when he was the youngest person
ever elected to the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, serv-
ing six years from 1984-1989. He
served as Chairman in 1988. Mr.
Lapolla was Assistant Counsel to
former Jim Florio and State Director
to former Senator Bill Bradley.

He served as First Assistant Pros-
ecutor in Union County from 1991 to
1997 during which time he was in-
volved in the creation of the Union-
Essex Auto Theft Task Force as well
as the county’s Human Relations
Commission to address bias crimes
and the Union County Advocacy
Center, the latter of which is for
victims of child abuse.

As County Manager the past two-
and-a-half years, he worked on bud-
gets that have now reached $300
million and headed a workforce of
2,700. The county’s tax levy has
declined the past three years Mr.
Lapolla cited programs under his
leadership, including open space ini-
tiatives, new and improved parks and
playgrounds, networked computers
in classrooms county-wide, a schol-

arship program for students who at-
tend Union County College and
downtown grants for improvements
for the county’s municipal business
districts.

Noting that he spoke of his past
achievements to ensure voters that
“there is a record behind the rheto-
ric,” Mr. Lapolla said his goal has
always been “to make our county a
great place to live, work and raise a
family.”

Mr. Lapolla’s platform includes
preserving and strengthening Social
Security, expanding Medicare to
make prescription drugs affordable
to senior citizens, as well as passage
of a Patients’ Bill of Rights.

The County Manager served with
Mrs. Ruotolo’s husband, Andrew, the
late Union County Prosecutor.

She said Mr. Lapolla “has demon-
strated leadership, integrity – a very
keen vision of the future and the
ability to implement programs and
see them to successful conclusions.”

State Senator Raymond Lesniak
(D-20th) told those in attendance that,
“Good government is good politics. If
you govern well, you will win elec-
tions. And one of the ways you govern
well is that you get good candidates.”

United States Senator Robert
Torricelli told Mr. Lapolla’s support-
ers: “These are good times in America
but these are not perfect times.”

He said 44 million Americans do
not have private health insurance.
The Senator also cited the need for
“quality education” and a “disci-

plined environment” for the nation’s
public school children.

Senator Torricelli said of the 435
House of Representatives races na-
tionwide, New Jersey’s Seventh Dis-
trict election is one of only 20 that is
expected to be a close race this year.
Former Fanwood Mayor Maryanne
S. Connelly pulled in 46 percent of
the vote in 1988 against Mr. Franks.

Noting the Democrats goal of gain-
ing five seats to take the majority in
the House, he said “It is time to put
a stake through heart of the (former
Speaker Newt) Gingrich Congress.”

Mr. Lapolla’s Campaign Commit-
tee is co-chaired by Senators
Torricelli and Lesniak, County
Democratic Commitee Chairwomen
Charlotte DeFillippo and Democratic
National Committeewoman, June
Fischer. Mrs. Ruotolo is Campaign
Treasurer.

His Committee includes all nine
county freeholders, Westfield Mayor
Thomas C. Jardim, Westfield First
Ward Councilman Carl A. Salisbury,
Scotch Plains Democratic Munici-
pal Chairman Pamela Boright and
Westfield Democratic Chairman
Kenneth Rotter.

Following the event, members of
Democratic Seventh District Con-
gressional contender Jeff Golkin’s
campaign handed out literature which
called Senator Torricelli’s involve-
ment in the Congressional campaign
as “a giant step backwards for the
Democratic Party” and “cronyism at
its worst.”

Former Mayor Boothe Plans
Talk on New Jersey Quarter
WESTFIELD — Former

Westfield Mayor Garland “Bud”
Boothe will discuss the New Jersey
Quarter, featuring George Washing-
ton crossing the Delaware, during
the next meeting of the Union
County Historical Society on Sun-
day, February 6, at 2:30 p.m. at the
Dr. Carl Hanson House at 38 Spring-
field Avenue in Cranford.

Mr. Boothe, a member of the state’s
Commemorative Coin Commission,
will discuss the coin program, com-
mission, selection and artwork. He
will augment his presentation with

slides of the New Jersey coin and
others released in 1999.

He will also show a videotape of
the ceremony during which the first
New Jersey coins were “struck,” as
well as other scenes from inside the
Philadelphia mint.

Mr. Boothe was named to the Town
Council in 1980 and served as Mayor
from 1992 through 1996. He and his
wife, Gaile, have three children and
six grandchildren. Recently, they
were jointly honored as Humanitar-
ians of the Year by the Rotary Club of
Westfield.

Mr. Golkin said Senator Torricelli is
Chairman of the Democratic Senato-
rial Campaign Committee. Mr. Golkin,
who launched his campaign following
the House impeachment vote of Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, was the first of the
now 11 candidates to declare his can-
didacy. Mrs. Connelly and J. Brooke
Hern of New Providence are also seek-
ing the party’s nomination.

Republicans seeking the GOP
nomination are Tom Kean Jr. of
Westfield, Assemblyman Joel
Weingarten of Millburn, Mike
Ferguson of Warren, Patrick
Morrissey of Westfield, Eric Urbano
of Scotch Plains, former Woodbridge
City Council President and ex-fire
chief Ken Gardner and Green Brook
Mayor Patricia Walsh.
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JUMPING INTO RACE...Union County Manager Michael J. Lapolla is given
a standing ovation at his official  Congressional campaign kickoff. At right are
Assemblyman Neil Cohen (D-20th), back, and Union County Freeholder Lewis
Mingo Jr., front.


