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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Arts & Entertainment
POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

Girl Interrupted
Filmgoer, Sidetracked

2 & 1/2 popcorns

If you weren’t at least a little crazy in
the ’60’s, then chances are you were
really crazy. It was a time to be just
slightly crazy. That’s official.

Consciously for some, subcon-
sciously for others, we stuck our toes
ever so briefly into the waters of our
destiny and took a stab at change.
Change for good. Change for bad.
Change for no reason at all. We ro-
manticized the only era that would
ever really be ours.

Some took it very seriously. Some
didn’t take it very seriously at all. And
some, like recent high school grad
Susanna Kaysen, were simply inter-
rupted. On the road to find out, Susanna
discovered that, in her case, “do your
own thing” entailed an 18-month stay
at a mental institution.

Based on Ms. Kaysen’s autobio-
graphical account of the same title and
adapted by director James Mangold,

Girl, Interrupted is a high-minded,
charitable little effort. It is full of astute
if familiar characterizations, a sprin-
kling of psychological insights and a
coup d’etat performance by Angelina
Jolie who steals scene after scene from
lead player Winona Ryder.

It even has the good sense to know
that its socio-historical commentary is
as modest as it is sound. But the
competently told saga just isn’t in-
triguing enough to sustain its lack of
cinematic oomph.

The year is 1967. And it’s shades of
Dustin Hoffman in The Graduate
(1967)——the feminine take. Winona
Ryder is affecting enough as the inter-
rupted girl in question, uncertain of
her values and lately being pressured
into charting a course. When folks ask
Susanna what she plans to do follow-
ing high school, she informs that she
hopes to write. At which point her
inquisitors politely iterate, “Yes, but
what do you plan to do?”

As if in answer to all these ques-
tions, Susanna falls asleep at high
school graduation. And back home at
her posh suburban digs, she has in-
creasingly come to commit the various
and sundry faux pas, which proves
especially embarrassing at any of
mumsy and daddy’s cocktail parties.
She even has a little to-do with one of
her male teachers.

But when she decides that a bottle
of aspirins followed by a fifth of vodka
is just the ticket to get rid of the
relentless headache that’s formed a
cloud above her pretty noggin, it’s
time for the psychiatrist to enter stage
right.

At the shrink’s office, she denies the
suicide attempt. Both the doctor and
parents wring their hands. What lack
of responsibility! What chutzpah!

How dare she not grow up accord-
ing to their schedule? But it’s probably
her lack of contrition that brings insti-
tutionalization to mind. However,
because she’s 18, Susanna’s, alas, well-
meaning parents can’t commit her to a
mental hospital. No problem, though.
Their hardly subtle manipulation bul-
lies the young woman into signing
herself over to the care of seemingly
civilized Claymoore.

Of course, it’s a catch 22 situation;
that is, she can’t sign herself out. And
hey, these people she’s been huddled
in with are really nuts.

Georgina (Clea DuVall) is an invet-
erate liar; Daisy’s (Brittany Murphy)
eating disorder (which involves hoard-
ing rotisserie chickens) approaches
the bizarre; and everyone kowtows to
Lisa, the aforementioned standout
performance crafted by Angelina Jolie.

But here is also where great friend-
ships grow, and where alliances form
despite the various enmities that also
fester. It is where daily realizations
and sudden epiphanies of introspec-
tion are doled out wholesale. Thus
what follows can be titled One Flew
Over The Cuckoo’s Nest, Lite.

The usual sorts populate Claymoore,
but with the edges neatly sandpa-
pered to disguise the stereotypes.
Hence we are happily spared a Nurse
Ratched.

Instead, Whoopi Goldberg issues
her kind but firm standby in the per-
sona of Nurse Valerie. Jeffrey Tambor is
the monotonic Dr. Potts whose name
rhymes, we surmise, not entirely out of
coincidence with crackpots. And head-
ing the headshrinks is the dauntingly
matriarchal Dr. Wick (Vanessa
Redgrave), a female cross between Dr.
Freud and a prison matron.

Upon her arrival, Susanna soon finds
her ledge of comfort within the peck-
ing order. Quickly affirming that she
has a strong personality, she berths
herself just a rung beneath Miss Jolie’s
wicked Lisa. If Dickens had penned
Girl, Interrupted, Lisa’s arrogant de-
ceits and haunting visage would make
her the Ghost of Sociopathic Present.

She’s been escaping from upper
crust Claymoore for the last eight
years, each time finding her way back
to the security of its ready categoriza-
tions and diagnoses. She’s their Peck’s
Bad Girl. She revels in the identity.

But Lisa is really a variation on Peter
Pan, except that instead of refusing to
grow up, she declines to get well. And
she brags about it. Her cynicism and
mock bravado are seductive. So natu-
rally, everyone has a love-hate rela-
tionship with Claymoore’s femme tres
dangereuse. Susanna is no exception.
And that’s the problem.

Instead of focusing with additional
verve on Susanna’s rather uncertain
malady, which Dr. Potts quickly con-
tends is borderline personality disor-
der, or perhaps delving a bit more into
the cataclysmic times as they relate to
the protagonist’s plight, Mr. Mangold’s
script takes the form of a heroic struggle
between the forces of good and evil. It
is played out in traditional boarding
school style, full of big and little se-
crets, some kept, some divulged.

Unfortunately, we’ve seen this tri-
angle before: Susanna is the nice witch,
Lisa is the bad witch, and good old
Claymoore is the problematical sym-
bol of authority that neither will sub-
mit to or ally with, even if it’s to their
advantage. Given the story’s limited
horizon’s, the Misses Ryder and Jolie
thrust and parry with the best of them.
But the old ploy runs out of steam at
about the three-quarter mark.

While diverting enough to consider
when it becomes available on video,
Girl, Interrupted need not interfere with
your regular moviegoing schedule.

*  *  *  *  *
Girl Interrupted, rated R, is a Co-

lumbia Pictures release directed by
James Mangold and stars Winona
Ryder, Angelina Jolie and Whoopi

Westfield Symphony Plans to Set Mood
With �The Many Ways to Say I Love You�
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Symphony Orchestra will continue
its current concert series, Season
of Enchantment 2000, with a
Valentine’s Day Concert on Satur-
day, February 12, at 8 p.m. at
Union County Arts Center in
Rahway.

Bob Berky, the Obie winning,
classically-trained musical and
“Musical Clown” will illustrate “The
Many Ways to Say ‘I Love You’”
through mime interaction with or-
chestra and conductor.

“Programming a clown with a
symphony orchestra’s concert may
seem, literally, a little off-beat,”
mused Music Director and Con-
ductor, David Wroe. “But, Bob
Berky’s artistry and repertory of
comic intention have made him a
leader in American mime. I have
included him in concerts in the
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Brentano String Quartet Prepares
Westfield, Maplewood Concerts

WESTFIELD — The Brentano
String Quartet, as well as violist
Maria Lambros and cellist Michael
Kannen, are the featured artists to
perform in the next concert of the
Arbor Chamber Music Society. The
concert, the third in the Arbor Group’s
1999-2000 series, will take place in
Maplewood and Westfield.

The Maplewood concert will be
performed on Saturday, February 5,
at 8 p.m. at the Burgdorff Cultural
Center, 10 Durand Road. The
Westfield concert will be held at 4
p.m. on Sunday, February 6, at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 414 East
Broad Street.

Both concerts will feature
Beethoven’s Quartet Op. 18, no. 3,
and Brahms’ Sextet in G Major, Op.
36. In addition, Beethoven’s Sonata
for Cello and Piano in C Major will be
presented in Westfield, and Tan Dun’s
Eight Colors for String Quartet will
be played in Maplewood.

A pre-concert lecture by com-
poser John Sichel will take place at
each venue 45 minutes before the
performance.

The Brentano String Quartet is com-
posed of Mark Steinberg and Serena
Canin, violinists, Misha Amory, vio-
list, and Nina Maria Lee, cellist. Since
its inception in 1992, the Quartet has
been singled out for its technical
brilliance, musical insight, and stylis-
tic elegance. The group has made
appearances in major musical centers
in North America and abroad, includ-
ing the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam,
the Sydney Opera House and Alice
Tully Hall in New York.

Its awards include the Naumburg
Chamber Music Award, the first
Cleveland Quartet Award, and the
10th Annual Martin E. Segal Award.

Brentano is the first quartet-in-
residence at Princeton University,
and has been the quartet-in-resi-
dence at New York University for
several years.

Violist Maria Lambros has per-
formed internationally as a member
of several of this country’s award-
winning string quartets, appearing
at, among other venues, Lincoln
Center, the Concertgebouw,
London’s Wigmore Hall, and the
Konzerthaus in Vienna. She appears
regularly at major chamber music
festivals, and has been on the faculty
of a number of educational institu-
tions, including Harvard University
and, currently, Purchase College.

Cellist Michael Kannen, a former
member of the Brentano String Quar-
tet, has performed as soloist with
numerous symphony orchestras

across the country.
He has also performed with the

Chamber Music Society of Lincoln
Center and with many string quartets,
and has played in music festivals both
in Canada and the United States. He
has taught at Princeton and several
other universities, and teaches now at
the Purchase College Conservatory
of Music.

The Arbor Chamber Music Soci-
ety, founded in 1991 by Westfield
resident Lenore Fishman Davis, has
performed for eight years in New
Jersey. Arbor is funded in part by the
New Jersey Council on the Arts
through grants administered by the
Essex County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs and the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs.

It is funded as well by grants from
the Bergen Foundation, the Westfield
Foundation, and the Union County
Freeholders HEART grant program.
The Society receives support from
Hayward Industries, Chase Manhat-
tan Bank and Simpson Construction.

Admission is $17.50 per concert
and $14 for seniors. Students are
admitted free (recommended for ages
10 years and older). Tickets and
brochures can be obtained at the
door, or by calling (908) 232-1116 or
by e-mail: arbormusic@home.com.

Cranford Dramatic Club Gets
Geared Up for Mame Production
CRANFORD – Rehearsals are

currently under way for the
Cranford Dramatic Club’s Winter
Production of the popular musi-
cal-comedy, Mame. The play
will open on Friday, February
11.

The production features a
cast of over 30 actors, singers
and dancers. “If He Walked Into
My Life,” “We Need a Little Christ-
mas,” “Bosom Buddies,” and
“Mame” are some of the classic
songs that make the musical such
a smashing success.

Peter Clark of Cranford will

direct the performance. He has
also directed My Fair Lady and
Music Man.

Musical direction will be led
by Anne Weeks of Westfield.
Janice Lynn Shuhan of West

Paterson will
p rov ide

choreo-

graphic direction.
Mame will run on Fridays,

February 11, 18 and 25, and Sat-
urdays, February 12, 19, and 26.
All performances will be held at
8 p.m. at the theater, 78 Winans
Avenue, Cranford.

Tickets are $15 and may be
reserved by calling (908) 276-
7611. A special two show mini-
series subscription for Mame and
the Spring Production of the com-
edy Lend Me a Tenor, is available
for $25. A subscription that is
ordered now will ensure reserved
seats for both productions.
Mastercard and Visa are accepted.

Free, lighted, on-site parking
is available.

past and found that the audi-
ence, musicians, and yes, even
the conductor, at once love his
many characters and heartily
enjoy his performance.”

“It’s perfect for Valentine’s
Day,” Maestro Wroe added.

In addition to his extensive
work as a teaching and per-
forming artist at The Julliard
School, Brandeis University,
North Carolina School for the
Arts and Smith College, Mr.
Berky has developed acclaimed
programs for clown and orches-
tra.

He has performed with the
Toronto Symphony, the
Winnipeg Symphony, the Syra-
cuse Symphony and the Roch-
ester Philharmonic. Mr. Berky is
the winner of The Kennedy
Center’s 1991 Roger L. Stevens

Award for his play, Cooking The
World. His television appearances
include specials on PBS, Canal
Plus, MTV, Disney and Nickel-
odeon.

In addition to accompanying
Mr. Berky as the Musical Clown,
the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra will play music from El Amor
Brujo, the romantic ballet-panto-
mime by Spanish composer,
Manuel de Falla. The concert cul-
minates with Beethoven’s Sym-
phony No. 7.

Musical Groups, Performers
Sought by Arts Committee
For Village Green Series

Continued from Page 22
Editorial

Actor for Male Role
Sought By Kent Place
SUMMIT – Kent Place

School in Summit is seeking a
high school actor with a comic
streak for the lead male role in
its upcoming winter musical
production of Sweet Charity.

This is an ideal opportunity
to join one of the busiest and
most adventurous school the-
ater programs in the state.

Past Kent Place productions
have involved boys from Sum-
mit High School, the Delbarton
School, Millburn High School,
Columbia High School, Ora-
tory Preparatory School and
other schools.

To join the cast, please call
Bob Pridham, Director of The-
atre at Kent Place School, (908)
273-0900, Extension No. 218,
as soon as possible.

rising success despite its Emmy
defeat.

Call it a comeback that The
Sopranos have garnered four
Golden Globe awards? Or did they
just sit patiently and pay their
dues while challengers like NBC’s
“ER” and ABC’s “The Practice”
enjoyed the glowing spotlight?
Either way, now NBC’s “The West
Wing” finds itself on the same
back burner, tapping nervously in
the passenger’s seat while the
Sopranos drive the Golden Globe
getaway car. It’s a pity.

Martin Sheen as the President
of the United States and Rob Lowe
as his Deputy Communications
Director may not seem terribly
believable, but tuning in on
Wednesday nights at 8 p.m., will
make the scenario a reality. And
funny thing, they manage to get
through a whole hour without pro-
fanities en masse inundating the
script and drowning out the meat
of the matter.

Full of frenzy and sophistica-
tion, two elements that are often
forgotten on the TV screens these
days, “The West Wing” captured
the same critical acclaim that in-
trigued us when The Sopranos
made it’s hit in our living rooms.
The difference between the two
dramas lies in the moral that comes
just before the credits start roll-
ing. Spicy, gritty and gutsy, “The
Sopranos” must resort to shock
techniques to keep us on the edge
of the couch. “The West Wing”
still uses spice, grit and gut, but
with a special ingredient – a moral.
Hmm. Seems the Hollywood For-
eign Press didn’t quite know how
to do the math.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Cultural Arts Committee is
currently planning for the Summer
Village Green Series.

Music bands and children’s per-
formers are being asked to submit
videotapes, cassettes or CD’s to
the committee for review for the
concert series.

Performances will be held ev-
ery Thursday evening during
the months of July and August.
Children’s performances are
usually 45 minutes long, while
main concerts run for 90 min-
utes.

The Committee is especially in-
terested in featuring local talent
this summer.

Interested performers should
submit their tape to any committee
member or mail to Laura Sanson
Botto, Executive Director, Scotch
Plains Recreation Office, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, 07076.
Background information on the
musical group or performer, as
well as price requirements should
also be included.

Committee members consist of
Ellen Baron; Irene Bartels; Ms.
Botto; Barbara Doran; Cindy Lea
Kuntz; Maureen LaCosta; Chair-
person, Patty Romano; Geri M.
Samuel and Lillian Wiener.

For more information, please
call the Recreation Office at (908)
322-6700.

Annual Art Auction Sponsored
By Cultural Arts Committee

Mark Your Calendars!

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Cultural Arts Committee will
sponsor the second annual Art
Auction on Friday, February 25, at
the Scotch Hill Country Club in
Scotch Plains.

Picture viewing will commence
from 7 to 8 p.m. The auction will
begin at 8 p.m.

During the viewing, light hors
d’ouevres, wine and soda will be
served. Following the auction,

dessert and coffee will also be
offered.

Proceeds from the auction will
be used to supplement the Cul-
tural Arts Program.

A fee of $10 per person or $15
per couple will be charged. Tick-
ets may be purchased at the Scotch
Plains Recreation Office, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, or from
members of the Cultural Arts Com-
mittee.

For more information, please call
the Recreation Office at (908) 322-
6700.

Cheryl O’Halloran McLeod
To Present Exhibition
At Freeholder Gallery

Chansonettes Announce
Rehearsals for Program

WESTFIELD – The
Chansonettes of Westfield, a
women’s singing ensemble, be-
gan rehearsal for their spring pro-
gram yesterday, Wednesday, Janu-
ary 26.

The group, which sings four-
part harmony, will also meet each
Wednesday evening at 8 p.m. at
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. All levels of voice are
welcomed. Try-outs are not nec-
essary.

The Chansonettes will include
“And All That Jazz,” “Lady of Spain,”
and “Edelweiss” in their spring
program.

Any group or organization wish-
ing to book a performance for the
spring concert, may contact Louise
Loffredo at (908) 232-8213. To join
the Chansonettes, please contact
Co-Presidents Nancy Lau at (908)
654-5130 or Ginny Bucci at (908)
232-1750.

The Chansonettes are under the
direction of Jean Schork of
Westfield and accompanied by
Mary Ellen Freda of Cranford.

ELIZABETH – The Union
County Board of Chosen
Freeholders has announced
its 2000 inaugural art exhibit,
“Images of Union County,”
which features the
work of
Plainfield
a r t i s t
C h e r y l
O’Halloran
McLeod.

The exhibit will be held
until Friday, February 11, in
the Freeholders Gallery, 6th

Floor, Union County Admin-
is t rat ion Bui lding,
Elizabethtown Plaza, Rahway
Avenue, Elizabeth.

The Gallery is open from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., weekdays
and Thursday evenings.

Continued from Page 22
Elm Building

Schlosberg, as well as a place to offer
small plays, lectures and community
meetings.

Executive Director of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation, Michael
La Place, told The Leader and The
Times that the downtown area
“doesn’t have a performing arts or
meeting space” and he is excited
about the discussion taking place
about the auditorium.

“It’s an exciting plan, using an
asset the town already owns,” said
Mr. La Place, though stressing that
talks are still very much in the “con-
ceptual stage.”

“It would add to the mix of things we
do here. It would provide cultural groups
the option of having events in Westfield
and add to the vitality of the downtown.”

Special Notice:
All Arts & Entertainment

Press Releases Should
Be Sent via e-mail to:

michelle@goleader.com
By Fridays at 4 p.m.

Look for the Review!
CDC’s Mame in the 2/17

Edition of A&E

An updated report
from the Facilities Committee

on the proposal will be
offered in a later issue.


