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Sledders Forced to Leave Echo Lake Park
As County Enforces Restrictions on the Hills

Annual plan required except on pre-paid. Early termination fees apply. $25 activation fee applies to One Rate & P-Net plans. $15 for Family Plans. Included minuets (except for One Rate) and free digital features for home rate area use. Included minutes for all DMN
plans available for use in the entire state of NJ, except unlimited Family Plan minutes for use in home rate area and northern NJ. Plans with “bundled” residential long distance must have or switch to AT&T at home with “Bundled” billing.

Crazy Bonus Minutes
for First Six Months

Free Digital Features For The Life of Any Digital Plan – Caller ID, Call Waiting, Voicemail With Message Waiting Indicator, Call Forwarding, Text Message Via E-mail

FREE Ericsson
when you sign up

NOW!

AT&T PERSONAL
NETWORK

The Convenience of one simple bill for home &
wireless!

NO Roaming Charges �NO Long Distance Wireless Charges
from Maine to Virginia

120 Included Minutes � $29.99 a month
600 Included Minutes � $49.99 a month
1100 Included Minutes � $69.99 a month

PLUS
Only 7¢ a Minute For Residential Long Distance

Only 10¢ A Minute For Personal 800# And Domestic
Calling Card Calls

Save On AT&T �Worldnet� Internet Service for
$14.95 A Month Includes

150 Hours of Access per Month & 6 E-mail Addresses

AT&T FAMILY
PLANS

We have revolutionized the way families keep in
touch. Make and receive unlimited local calls to

other Family Plan Members and your home
phone at no additional charge.

  60 Included Minutes � $24.99 a month*

400 Included Minutes � $49.99 a month*

600 Included Minutes � $69.99 a month*

*(Includes unlimited family calling)

PLUS
Unlimited Voicemail Retrieval

132 East Broad St • Westfield • (908) 789-5302
Monday - Friday 9 to 5:30 • Thursday until 8pm • Saturday 10 to 5:30

The ONLY Authorized ATT Wireless Dealer in Westfield!
 For all your Billing, Warrantee and New Customer Services

Proudly Serving Wireless Customers for 17 Years!

Crazy Bonus Advantage
Plus Plan
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    Minutes Cost/Month

60 $19.99
90 $24.99

400 $29.99
500 $39.99
700 $49.99

1200 $69.99
1600 $99.99

400
Minutes A Month

$29.99
1000 OFF-PEAK MINUTES $9.99/MONTH

FREE• Paging • Caller ID • Voice Mail • Activation • Call Waiting • Forwarding
• Color Face • Home Charger • Car Charge • Carry Case

FREE Cellular Accessory Package with New Activation

Pieces in Stock for Immediate
Delivery

Theresa A. Mitchell

• Individuals • Corporations • Partnerships •

– Over 10 Years Experience –
Quality, Professional Service at Reasonable Prices
Free Consultation

(908) 322-3213

Certified Public Accountant

Member of the AICPA and NJSCPA as well as the SPBPA

• Income Tax Preparation • Accounting Services • Tax Planning
• Financial Statements • QuickBooks Consulting

102 Quimby St • Westfield
(908) 233-1448 • (908) 233-5111

The End Is Near
2 Days Only!
Friday 10 to 9 • Saturday 10 to 5

HERE!

Reg $15.99

CDs $9.99
Cash Only

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Many
Westfield sledders were disappointed
last Thursday during the first signifi-
cant snowfall of the season when
Union County police asked them to
leave the hills of Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside.

Those told to leave that day also
expressed surprise, as many said they
had been sledding at the county park
for years and had never before been
asked to vacate the property.

But hundreds of sledders returned
to Echo Lake Park again Tuesday
during the heavier snowfall and this
time were not disappointed and spent
the day sledding without incident.

The truth of the matter, though, is
sledding is allowed at the Union
County park on two conditions: that
there is sufficient snow covering the
ground and that the sleds used have
some type of steering device allow-
ing riders to change direction when
traveling downhill.

Union County Police Captain
Daniel Vaniska said when sledding
was prohibited on January 20, it was
because the county’s Division of
Parks and Recreation had deemed
that there was not enough snow and
that sledders could be injured by
hitting rocks or ruts in the ground.

He explained that this is not a new
rule and has been in existence for
years. He added that the rule man-
dating that only sleds capable of
being steered may be used also is not
new and has been enforced for years.

“That (using only steerable sleds)
has always been enforced,” he said.
“We have never allowed toboggans.”

During the winter when snow is
covering the ground, a county police
officer is often posted at the park to
enforce the rules and prohibit people
who do not have the required sleds
from using them, Captain Vaniska
said.

During the last few winters, this
area has experienced a sparse snow-
fall, he added. “We used to have a lot
more snow than we’ve had recently,”
he remarked, indicating that local
residents forget both the steerable
sled rule and that there has to be
sufficient snow to cover the ground.

Michael Murray, Director of Pub-

lic Information for Union County,
added: “We have to put safety first.
This has to do with safety and the
protection of the public.”

He explained that proper snow
coverage and using steerable sleds
are required for safety and like many
park rules, if not followed, are
grounds for expulsion from the prop-
erty.

The county had no explanation on
Wednesday why the sledders on Tues-
day who did not have steerable sleds
were not turned away.

The downhill area near the corner
of Park Drive and Mill Lane at Echo
Lake Park is, in fact, the only sanc-
tioned site in the county park system
for sledding.

The county has stated that Gallop-

Downhill skiing is not permitted
in any county park.

The Parks and Recreation Divi-
sion also posts signs when skating is
available at some outdoor locations,
Mr. Murray pointed out. Conditions
can change daily, however, depend-
ing on the weather, so the public is
advised to look for current signs.

Lighted lakes include Warinanco
Park Lake in Roselle; Meisel Avenue
Lake in Springfield; Rahway River
Park Lake in Rahway; Cedar Brook
Park Lake in Plainfield; Briant Park
Lake in Summit; the upper lake of
Echo Lake Park in Mountainside and
the lagoon in Green Brook Park in
Plainfield.

Non-lighted skating areas include
Warinanco Park lagoon in Roselle;

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WE DIDN’T KNOW IT WAS ILLEGAL!…It seemed innocent enough—an
afternoon of sleigh riding at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside. However, the fun
was broken up when a patrolman approached the groups and told them to
disperse.

County Manager Gives Mayors a Glimpse
Of Programs in This Year’s County Budget

ing Hill Golf Course in Union is
unavailable for any winter sports
activities during this season because
of a $4.7 million reconstruction of
the course that is still underway. The
downhill areas that had been used for
sledding and skiing are not currently
safe for these purposes.

Cross country skiing will be al-
lowed at Ash Brook Golf Course,
Scotch Plains; Oak Ridge Golf
Course, Clark, and the Watchung
Reservation.

Black Brook Park Lake in
Kenilworth; Nomahegan Park Lake
in Cranford; Milton Lake Park in
Rahway and the extension lake and
lagoon in Green Brook Park in
Plainfield.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Mayors from
around Union County got to hear first
hand about Union County’s incentive
programs for the new year.

Union County Manager Michael J.
Lapolla told members of the Union
County League of Municipalities that
the county’s $302 million budget will
include programs focusing on senior
citizens.

Seniors in Motion will be devoted
to improving transportation for se-
niors, while Senior Focus will either
provide funding for new senior citi-
zen centers in the county or expand-
ing existing facilities.

The latter program will provide
funds to towns to acquire land to build
a facility or for improving an existing
building. The total amounts to be avail-
able, as well guidelines for the pro-
gram, are currently being developed
by county staff.

Some of the funds, however, will be
available for towns to join other com-
munities in creating their own center
or to join an existing facility.

He said he believes around a quar-
ter of a million dollars will be avail-
able for two towns interested in join-
ing forces to start a senior center.

A survey will be sent out to towns to
gauge their interest in the program.
Based on the results, the county may
adjust the amount of funding avail-
able for the senior center program.

Mr. Lapolla said he anticipates the
funds for Senior Focus will be avail-
able sometime in the spring, after the
county budget is adopted.

For Seniors in Motion, the county
plans to purchase a fleet of mini buses
that will be available for lease to each
of the 21 municipalities in the county
for transporting seniors. Maintenance
will be provided by the county, al-
though the towns will have to supply
the drivers and any costs associated
with that.

Mr. Lapolla said the county
Paratransit program “is extraordinar-
ily popular,” providing over 100,000

rides annually for seniors.
He noted that the number of long

distance trips to area hospitals and
medical offices, “is becoming a greater
burden on Paratransit,” he said. The
new program, he explained, can be
used as an expansion of Paratransit by
providing rides to the supermarket,
shopping centers or to senior centers.

Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim,
who is President of the League this
year, noted that the Westfield and
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross has developed a pro-
posal to purchase buses for transport-
ing seniors around town.

The county manager also told may-
ors that a committee studying an open
space trust fund, to be supported by a
tax, is soon expected to release its
report. If a tax is approved by voters as
a referendum, the funds would only
be dedicated for capital expenses and
not operating costs for parks.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders is not funding the
Pocket Parks program nor Downtown
Union County grants this year. Mr.
Lapolla said the county wants to see
completion of projects for the first
two years of the parks program before
considering additional funding.

New Providence Mayor Allen Mor-
gan questioned the county manager as
to whether the county has any money
available this year for youth programs.

“We have a great senior program in
New Providence but our problem is
with the youth. There is no place for
them to go,” he said.

Mr. Lapolla said the freeholders
may offer funding for such programs
next year. Since youth centers are
operated by non-profit groups, legal
questions arose over dedicating
county capital funds to these organi-
zations. He said programs, rather than
youth centers themselves, may be
funded in the end.

In terms of the proposed Light Rail
project, which will connect Newark
Airport to Midtown Elizabeth and west
to Plainfield, Mr. Lapolla said the
project contains two second segments.

The first leg of the project, the New-
ark-Elizabeth rail link, has been in the
planning stages for 10 years. The seg-
ment would connect Elizabeth-
Plainfield and towns in between in-
cluding Fanwood, Westfield and
Cranford.

Scotch Plains Councilwoman Geri
Samuel noted that NJ Transit’s Raritan
Valley Commuter Line would have to
yield a track from Elizabeth to
Cranford on the Raritan line.

Mr. Lapolla said NJ Transit would
have to realign the existing right-of-
way track from Cranford to Midtown
Elizabeth, formerly used for the now
defunct Central Railroad of New Jer-
sey, and build a new track west to
Plainfield.

“So right now our issue is, what do
we do from Elizabeth to Cranford?”
he told League members. Currently,
diesel and electric options are being
considered. Only electric cars can be
used from Midtown Elizabeth to the
airport.

In other business, Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin L. Marks said he be-
lieves one of the hottest topics in the
new year will be animal control ser-
vices.

Garwood Mayor Michael Crincoli
said the issue has been discussed but
there was not sufficient support to
fund a county-wide facility.

Roselle Park Mayor Joseph DeIorio
and Kenilworth Mayor Michael
Tripodi encouraged more towns to
take advantage of the Union County
Sheriff Department’s SLAP (Sheriff’s
Labor Assistance Program) Program.

SLAP provides low-profile inmates,
such as persons who failed to pay
child support or alimony, to do manual
work in towns. Municipalities only
need to pay $15,000 towards the cost
of a Sheriff’s officer. Six inmates are
available five days a week to partici-
pating towns.

Mayor Jardim said he would like to
set aside a future meeting for discus-
sion on shared services among towns
in the county in an effort to save dol-
lars.

And Then There Were Seven... Eric Urbano Joins
Growing GOP Field of 7th District Contenders

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The field of
candidates running for the Republi-
can Party nomination for the Sev-
enth Congressional seat just got even
more crowded.

Last week Scotch Plains resident
Eric Urbano, 27, who will complete
his law degree this spring from New
York University, entered the field,
which now includes seven candi-
dates.

Calling himself a “Giuliani Re-

publican,” the life-long New Jersey
resident told The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that he has been a “conser-
vative activist for the last eight or
nine years.”

Characterizing himself as “a pro-
gressive conservative,” the candidate
said he supports individual rights,
fiscal prosperity and opposes legis-
lation on morality issues, such as
abortion, or legislation based on lib-
eral or conservative issues.

His platform includes education

reform, solvency of the Social Secu-
rity program and “broad-based tax
cuts.”

In the area of education in his
position papers, Mr. Urbano said he
believes Washington’s hands need to
be removed from local communities
“so they can spend that money on
what we all agree on – the finest
education available to our children.”

On Social Security, Mr. Urbano
favors options to traditional Social
Security, such as a retirement ac-
count based on a person’s income or
individual situation. He is opposed
to using Social Security funds to
finance other government programs.

He favors reform of the current
federal tax code, noting that 70 per-
cent of the national economy is
“driven by consumer spending.”

“That just defies logic,” he said.
Mr. Urbano also favors tax-exempt

medical savings accounts. He said
these accounts would not only re-
duce the impact inflation has on
medical costs but provide incentives
for Americans in obtaining a high

value for their health care funds.
When asked how he fares in rela-

tion to the rest of the Republican field,
Mr. Urbano stated that he has the
“boldest” platform. He said voters
will be attracted to his youth, enthusi-
asm, opportunism and idealism.

Mr. Urbano graduated from
Montclair State University with high
academic honors. He has been a phi-
lanthropist to the Muscular Dystro-
phy Foundation, organizing several
fund-raisers for research develop-
ment. The candidate said he is a
strong advocate of freedom of op-
portunity for the disabled.

Between semesters at the New York
Law School, he was employed as a
summer associate at a New York City
law firm where he worked on cases
involving Congressional issues, such
as constitutional, tax, civil rights and
immigration policies.

Mr. Urbano also worked in the
industrial sales industry where he
said he negotiated multi-million dol-
lar franchise agreements with inves-
tors throughout the world.


