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KIVETZ PINS, GRABEL WINS, COUSAR EDGES WILLIAMS

Raider Wrestlers Win Sixth;
Jump on Blue Devils, 43-15

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Raiders were expected to win
and it happened as the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
improved to 6-1 with a 43-15 victory
over the rebuilding Blue Devil squad
in Westfield on January 19. Blue
Devil Mike Kivetz recorded a big pin
and Raider Mike Grabel rolled to
another victory, but the premier bout
was at 215 where Raider Gary Cousar,
wrestling up a weight class, defeated
Brian Williams, 10-6.

Sophomore Matt DeNicholo got
the Raiders rolling when he pinned
103 lb. Joe DeCampo in 3:07 using a
reverse chin chancery and an arm
bar. Then Dave Loewinger received
a forfeit at 112 to give the Raiders a
12-0 lead.

Mike Loewinger, who has been
wrestling very well this season, earned

three takedowns and two penalty
points to defeat a scrappy John
Leonardis, 8-1, at 119. A good dem-
onstration of top-control was shown
by Blue Devil Ethan Powell as he
blanked Pat Romeo, 4-0, at 125. Powell
temporarily caught Romeo in a back
double-arm bar in the second period,
then added a reversal in the third.

“Ethan has been one of our most
consistent wrestlers. He busts his butt
everyday in practice,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz. “He doesn’t
care who he wrestles. He still makes
a few mistakes, but he is reducing his
mistakes.”

Another talented Raider, Lucas
Francavilla accumulated three
takedowns, a three-point nearfall and
four penalty points to grab a 13-0,
majority decision over Gil Arbitsman
at 130. Next 135 lb. A. J. Romeo put
the Raiders ahead, 25-3, with a fall

over Dan MacDonald in 3:01, using
a throw to a headlock.

A real back-and-forth battle oc-
curred at 140, but Blue Devil Dave
Geenberg prevailed with a takedown
in overtime to win 12-10 over Charles
Lee. Geenberg initiated with a
takedown, yielded an escape and a
takedown, then regained the lead, 4-
3, with a reversal toward the end of
the first period. Each wrestler added
two points in the second period, but
Lee took a 9-6 lead early in the third.
Geenberg added two takedowns and
Lee had an escape to push the bout
into overtime.

“He gave away a lot of points, but
he still came back,” commented Kurz
of Geenberg. “But I would rather win
in overtime than lose.”

Blue Devil Kyle Swingle at 145
scored a reversal with just :11 left to
secure a 5-2 decision over Pete Civins.
Grabel upped his record to 9-1 with
an 8-1 decision at 160 over Justin
Reyes who recently dropped from
171. Grabel scored three takedowns
and a reversal but continually worked
for a pin; however, the tough Reyes
would not give in.

“I was trying to work my arm bars
but they weren’t working too well
this time,” commented Grabel. “I
basically rode him out, and when he
got up, I took him down. I was actu-
ally pretty successful on my feet.”

Wrestling probably one of his best
bouts of the season and taking advan-
tage of his slick barrel roll, Kivetz at
171 narrowed the team score to 28-
15 with a fall over a strong Greg
Paterson in 5:06, using a double
grapevine maneuver.

“It works to my advantage when
the strong kids try to come under-
neath me, because I can slip under
and use my barrel roll,” explained
Kivetz. “I did have to retreat though
on one barrel roll when he had a good
grip on me.”

Raider Wesley Warchol received a
forfeit at 189, then the bout between
Cousar and Williams, wrestling just
his second bout of the season, proved
to be exciting. Cousar seized a
takedown but Williams escaped with
a standing Gramby roll. Cousar added

THORNTON LEADS DEVILS WITH 13, MANAHAN HITS 10

Lady Devils ‘Run and Shoot’
Cardinal Cagers Down, 56-41

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Head Coach Joe Marino
found an opportunity to play all of his
girls and they did what they had to do
to outrun and shoot down the
Plainfield Cardinals, 56-41, in West-
field on January 22. Courtney
Thornton and Karen Manahan
burned the net for 13 and 10 points,
respectively, to lead the Blue Devil
girls.

Taking advantage of speed and
quick passes from sophomore point-
guard Jackie Cusimano, Thornton
and Manahan struck quickly in the
first quarter, scoring nine and six
points, respectively. Senior Val
Griffeth provided four points to push
the Devils to a 19-11 lead. Obviously,
the Cardinals were ready to shoot as
they got four points each from
Quaderah Caver and Anika Whatley
and three from Alicia Mauldin.

Commenting on the Blue Devils’
style, Marino said, “If we can run the
score on teams, that’s what we will
do. That’s our goal!”

Each team continued to play a fast-
break style of game, but errant passes
and nervous shooting resulted with a
low scoring 11-4 Blue Devil advan-
tage in the second quarter. This time,

Manahan provided several assists and
Jesenia Gonzales took the offensive
lead, firing in five points. Thornton
and Manahan contributed two each.
Defensively, Griffeth was on fire and
blocked four shots, before being side-

lined midway through the quarter.
Although Coach Marino normally

continually substitutes to keep his
girls’ legs fresh, he noticed that the
Cardinals were tiring in the third
quarter. The result was the opportu-

KYLE SWINGLE CRADLES STEMBRIDGE IN 4:30

Blue Devil Matmen Stagger
Upcoming Cardinals, 48-34

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The name Kehler usually catches
attention, especially in Westfield.
This time a more competitive
Plainfield High School wrestling
team, under the direction of former
Westfield High School wrestler Doug
Kehler provided an interesting match,
falling 48-34 to the Blue Devils in
Westfield on January 21. Blue Devil

junior Kyle Swingle prevented the
match from becoming even more in-
teresting with a fall over veteran
Cardinal James Stembridge in a cru-
cial bout at 145.

For many years, Plainfield had been
unable to place enough wrestlers on
the mats, but Kehler, in his first year
as Cardinal Head Coach, beefed up
his team and won its first match in
memory a few weeks ago.

“The team actually has come a
long way. We finally won a match
after about 15 years. We still have a
lot more to do. Today, our 103 pounder
and our 130 pounder didn’t make
weight and our heavyweight was hurt.
I would like to get all 14 weight
classes filled,” commented Kehler.
“As you can see it was a close match.
We gave up a lot of forfeits. It’s a
matter of numbers, getting more kids
out. We have one senior and the rest
are freshmen or sophomores.”

After each team yielded a forfeit,
John Leonardis put the Blue Devils
ahead 12-6 with a fall over Jose
Salazar in 1:18, using an arm bar an
a half nelson. Later, Cardinal Leslie
Collins recorded a 9-0, majority de-
cision over Dan MacDonald at 135,
narrowing the Devils’ lead to 24-10.

At 140, Cardinal Mike Stembridge
thinned the score to 24-16 by pinning
Dave Geenberg in :31 with a half
nelson. But Swingle averted disaster,
using a never-give-up attitude to
record his fall.

Stembridge charged like a ball of
fire, scored a first-period takedown
then added two reversals and two
nearfalls while yielding a reversal to
take an 11-2 lead into the final pe-
riod. Swingle charged back with a
superb barrel roll takedown and
clamped Stembridge in a cradle to

ANZELONE WINS DISTANCE DOUBLE

Blue Devils Girls Capture
Union County Track Title

Exceptional running on the part of
junior distance runner Alexis
Anzelone provided the clout to give
the Westfield High School girls in-
door track team the team title at the
Union County Championships at
Dunn Arena in Elizabeth on January
19. The Blue Devils totaled 60 points
to overcome the Elizabeth girls who
finished second with 46.5.

Anzelone poured it on to win the
mile in 5:45.1, then endured to win
the two mile event in 12:29.2. But a
team can not just win on the merits of
one runner and the Blue Devils re-
ceived help from several athletes.

Senior Maura McMahon finished
second in the two mile event with a
time of 12:50.1 and third in the mile
at 5:50. Kyle Legones took fourth in
the mile at 5:50.9 and Rachel
Ackerman grabbed fourth in the two
mile with a time of 13:12.9.

Also, senior Blue Devil Heather
Dennis crossed the finish line second
in the 440-yard event with a time of
1:06.5 followed by Jill Koscielecki of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 1:06.7.
Raider Erin Kelly took top honors in
the 880 event with a time of 2:35,
Blue Devils Adrianne Blauvelt at

nity to play all of his girls, and it
worked as the Blue Devils extended
their lead to 48-24 with an 18-9 run.

“The Plainfield girls were getting
tired. So, we started to work until we
got a nice little cushion,” said Marino.
“We put new legs in there to keep our
starters’ legs fresh. It helped us with
the press.”

Seven Blue Devils got into the
third-quarter scoring assault with
Cusimano providing the lead with a
three-pointer and a short jumper, and
all that was needed was reasonable
containment in the final period.
Kristen Leonardis pumped in four
points in the final quarter while
Cusimano and Thornton added two
each. As a result, due to the substitut-
ing, the Blue Devils went through
hot and cold offensive spells, scoring
big in the first and third quarters and
modestly in the second and fourth.

“It was because of the change of
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
SURROUNDING A CARDINAL…Blue Devils Jackie Cusimano, No. 32, and
Val Griffeth, No. 33, surround a Cardinal in an attempt to get the ball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
PUTTING OUT THE LIGHTS…Blue Devil John Leonardis, top, at 119 puts
the finishing touch on Cardinal Jose Salazar in 1:18.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
HOLDING ONTO CONTROL…Blue Devil Brian Williams, left, attempts to
keep control on Raider Gary Cousar in the 215 lb. class. After a battle, Cousar
won, 10-6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
GRABEL UNRAVELING THE PRETZEL…Raider Mike Grabel, top, has wrist control on the left and shoots a half to
free his right leg from the clench of Blue Devil Justin Reyes. Grabel won his 160 lb. bout, 8-1.


