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Fire Chief Battiloro Plans to Retire
In February; On Medical Leave

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield Fire Chief Paul A.
Battiloro, Jr., who has been the town’s
fire chief since 1997 and a member of
the Westfield Fire Department for
more than 30 years, will retire in
mid-February, according to Mayor
Thomas C. Jardim.

Chief Battiloro has been on a medi-
cal leave since January 1 and will
continue on the leave until the middle
of February when he will take a ter-
minal leave, the mayor said. He de-
clined to discuss further details about
the medical leave or retirement.

The Town Council approved a reso-
lution Tuesday night authorizing the
Mayor and Town Clerk to “execute
and deliver” on behalf of the town
“an agreement” with Chief Battiloro.
The details of that agreement were
not released.

Chief Battiloro could not be reached
for comment.

Since Mr. Battiloro began his medi-
cal leave, the two Deputy Fire Chiefs,
John Castellano and Raymond Luck,
have been assuming his duties, Mayor
Jardim said. Because of Mr.
Castellano’s seniority in the fire de-
partment, he has been signing many
of the papers necessary to run the

department, the mayor added.
When the new town administrator,

Thomas B. Shannon, begins work
early next month, one of his first
duties, Mr. Jardim said, will be to
interview potential candidates for the
top fire post. The administrator will
make a selection with the concur-
rence of Mr. Jardim.

Mr. Battiloro joined the Westfield

Fire Department four years after
graduating from Westfield High
School in 1963. The 45-year resident
took over the top fire spot in Septem-
ber 1997.

He had served as the Acting Chief
following the retirement of predeces-
sor Fire Chief Walter Ridge in July of
1997. Mr. Battiloro and Deputy Chief
Castellano were the two competing
for the Fire Chief post.

At the time, Mayor Jardim ex-
plained that Mr. Battiloro received
the endorsement of former Fire Chief
Ridge, the New Jersey Independent
Fire Chiefs Association and the rec-
ommendation of recently retired
Town Administrator Edward A.
Gottko. Mr. Gottko interviewed both
candidates before making his recom-
mendation to the mayor.

Mr. Battiloro joined the depart-
ment on May 6, 1967. He was pro-
moted to Lieutenant on January 1,
1972; Captain on March 1, 1973;
Fire Protection Officer on July 2,
1973, and finally, Deputy Chief on
January 1, 1975.

As Deputy Chief, he served as
Commanding Officer of the Bureau
of Fire Prevention and was respon-
sible for determining the cause and
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Westfield Community Gathers and Marches
To Mark Legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr.

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Although the unusually bitter cold
may be responsible for scaring some
away, nearly 500 people still came
out to honor the tragically short life

of Civil Rights leader and minister
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. during
an annual Westfield community ser-
vice on Monday.

The 13th annual event began with
a cold and hurried march of about
100 people from Bethel Baptist
Church in Westfield at 12:30 p.m.
and ended with a 2 ½-hour service in
the sanctuary of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

Organized annually by the Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Association
of Westfield, the event features the
march, commemorative service and
student essay contest.

Distinguishing the event this year
was the predominance of women
throughout the interfaith service,
pointed out Donnell Carr, Vice Presi-
dent of the Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Association.

“We were making a connection
between the Civil Rights Movement
and women’s achievements,” he said.
“We felt the women’s movement came
right behind the Civil Rights move-
ment. There was a direct linkage.
One of the ideas was to honor women
- give them the service.”

Women, indeed, dominated the
commemorative service — from the
many readers and guest speakers to
those who provided the wide variety
of music.

The guest speaker was the Rever-
end M. LaVerne Lattimore Ball, pas-
tor of Rose of Sharon Community
Church, Plainfield, who eloquently
spoke to the group about Dr. King’s
legacy and how it has meaning today.

For today’s youth, in particular,
Reverend Ball spoke about the im-
portance of caring about others. She
pointed to Dr. King’s stance in help-

ing Rosa Parks who proclaimed she
one day was just too tired to go all the
way to the back of the bus where
everyone of her color was supposed
to sit.

“School is closed (today) because
there is a man who made a differ-
ence,” she said, encouraging every-
one to “carry the torch high and keep
the dream alive.”

Musical highlights of the service
included a solo by Dorothy Hill of St.
Luke’s African Methodist Episcopal
Zion Church of “Precious Lord.” She
was accompanied halfway through
by nine members of her church, whose
rendition of the hymn with Ms. Hill

brought people on their feet to clap
and join in.

Another solo by Cantor Martha
Novick of Temple Emanu-El of
“Hiney Ma Tov” (How good and how
pleasant it is when brothers and sis-
ters dwell together in unity) was well
received as she lead the Interfaith
Choir to join and conclude that mu-
sical selection. The Interfaith Choir
also did a rousing rendition of the
“Battle Hymn of the Republic.”

This year, the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Association had a record
number of 875 entries in its annual

Resident Objects to Subdivison;
Proposes Buying Back Property
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield resident Lori Zivny, who
resides on Karen Terrace adjacent to
a newly planned subdivision, is ques-
tioning the town’s Planning Board’s

recent approval of the development
project and is prepared to contribute
$10,000 of her own money to buy
back the property.

The Westfield Planning Board on
January 3 approved the subdivision
at 1049 East Broad Street, a one-acre
parcel of land purchased by private
developer Michael Mahoney.

The subdivision would allow the
property to be subdivided into three
lots and move the existing 200-year-
old house from its current East Broad
Street location to one of the lots
facing Karen Terrace.

The three lots would be roughly 80
feet wide by 150 feet deep.

According to the Planning Board
application, Mr. Mahoney also plans
to erect two additional homes facing
Karen Terrace on the two remaining
lots. This would increase the number
of homes on the Karen Terrace cul-
de-sac from five to eight.

Mrs. Zivny has claimed that the
proposed subdivision would nega-
tively affect the quality of the neigh-
borhood and would change the char-
acter of Karen Terrace.

She has also stated that the Plan-
ning Board, “clandestinely snuck this
application through without proper
notification of the neighboring resi-
dents.”

According to Mrs. Zivny, the Plan-
ning Board failed to notify her or any
of the neighbors within 200 feet of
the property of their intentions to
hear the application. Mrs. Zivny
stated that the Planning Board had
an obligation to do so before voting to
approve a project, “that would nega-
tively impact on our neighborhood.”

Mrs. Zivny told The Westfield
Leader that she has contacted Mayor
Thomas C. Jardim about the lack of

notification, and that the mayor
agrees with her objections regarding
the lack of notification.

When contacted by The Leader,
Mayor Jardim said that there is no
state or town laws requiring property

owners considering a subdivision and
requesting no variances to notify resi-
dents within 200 feet.

The mayor confirmed, however,
that the town has had a policy of
notifying residents within 200 feet,
but in this case, the town (the Town
Engineer’s office) failed to notify the
homeowners because of the crush of
the holidays and illnesses within the
department.

“It does not make me happy that it
was not done,” he stated. “I am very
concerned about this situation and
will be glad to meet with Mrs. Zivny
and the Town Attorney to try to rec-
tify the situation in any way that we
can.”

Planning Board Attorney Paul
Strauchler explained, “the notifica-
tion requirement applies to applica-
tions which include preliminary
major site plan and preliminary ma-
jor subdivision approvals as well as
variance applications; there is no
notification requirement for applica-
tions involving minor subdivisions
where no variances are requested.”

“The Planning Board has infor-
mally carried out notification as a
courtesy, when possible, but it is not
required by law, because the onus is
on the owner to notify neighbors
when required” Mr. Strauchler added.

In response to Mrs. Zivny’s com-
plaint that the site plan approval was
rushed, Mr. Strauchler explained that
the Planning Board had 45 days to
consider the application. If the Plan-
ning Board had not considered the
application by January 3 it would
have become approved by default.

Two Planning Board meetings
during the month of December in
which the application could have
been considered were canceled by the

board.
Mrs. Zivny also contends that the

house, which was built in 1785,
should have been declared an his-
toric landmark, protected by New
Jersey State Historic Preservation
laws.

According to Mrs. Zivny, paper
work to begin the process of register-
ing the home was begun in 1981, but
never completed. Mrs. Zivny is also
concerned that moving the home will
compromise its structural integrity.

According to Bonnie Danser of the
Westfield Historic Preservation Com-
mission, however, Mr. Mahoney has
assured her and the Planning Board
that the historic home can be safely
moved without destroying its beauty
or structural integrity.

Mrs. Zivny also pointed out that
the proposal will move the existing
lot lines and significantly decrease
the set back from its current 80-foot
to a 20-foot side lot set back off of
East Broad Street.

“This would be totally out of char-
acter with the rest of the neighbor-
hood,” she stated. “Mr. Mahoney is a
developer with no personal stake in
the quality of Westfield neighbor-
hoods,” Mrs. Zivny added.

According to a report issued by the
Westfield Historic Preservation Com-
mission, the house has not been des-
ignated an historic landmark.

Mrs. Zivny said she is in the pro-
cess of communicating with the New
Jersey Register of Historic Places to
continue the process of filing for
protection of the site.

According to a publication issued
by the New Jersey State Historic Pres-
ervation Office, “If a private property
owner objects to New Jersey Register
listing, the property may still be listed
on the New Jersey Register and des-
ignated with protective status. How-
ever, the owner’s objections will be
given thorough consideration by the
Preservation Office before making
any decision.”

The publication also states that
“private property owners can do any-
thing they wish with their property,
provided no federal or state license,
permit or funding is involved.” Mrs.
Zivny stated that she will look at the
history of funding of the house to
determine if it might fall under these
guidelines.

No one from the New Jersey State
Historic Preservation Commission
could be reached for comment.

Mrs. Zivny said she intends to
contact her neighbors to see if they
will contribute to the purchase price
of the property. She is also investi-
gating acquiring matching state funds
to purchase the land.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
EARMARKED FOR SUBDIVISION…The Westfield Planning Board approved
a subdivision application January 3 enabling a developer to subdivide this one-
acre property on East Broad Street into three lots. The proposal also calls for a
200-year-old home on the site, pictured above, to be relocated to another lot
facing Karen Terrace.

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader
SINGING FOR DR. KING…Area residents commemorate the birthday of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. in the sanctuary of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield Monday following the annual march from the Bethel Baptist Church,
also in Westfield.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
FAREWELL TO THE HOLIDAYS…A Westfield resident bids goodbye to the holiday season for another year as he
deposits his Christmas tree at Tamaques Park, to be collected for recycling by the local Department of Public Works.
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Council Names Administrator,
New Member of Governing Body

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a meeting reminiscent of the
changing of the guard, the Westfield
Town Council handed over the lead-
ership of municipal operation to Tho-
mas Shannon, a former municipal
administrator in Princeton and
Hillsborough, and appointed Claire
Lazarowitz to the Town Council.

Mr. Shannon, who was in the audi-
ence Tuesday with his wife and fam-
ily, told the council he was “honored
and humbled” to be hired as admin-
istrator. “I am really eager to get
going,” he added.

Mr. Shannon, who will begin his
new duties as of Monday, February 7,
will be paid $103,000. He replaces
Edward A. Gottko, who has retired
from municipal government. Mr.
Gottko will stay on this month on a
consulting basis to ensure a smooth
transition period.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim said Mr.
Shannon came across as someone

who will “clearly have an open door
policy” as an administrator. He cited
Mr. Shannon’s “track record” in the
areas of shared services, debt man-
agement and capital improvements.

Veteran Second Ward Councilman
James J. Gruba, who chairs the
council’s Finance Committee and
who sat on the selection committee,
thanked Mr. Shannon for his “splen-
did presentation” before the commit-
tee.

Another member of the commit-
tee, Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman, said his in-
volvement in the hiring of Mr. Shan-
non was “probably the most gratify-
ing process I have participated in
since joining the council three years
ago.”

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan said the selection of an ad-
ministrator is “by far the most impor-
tant thing we do as a council.”

He congratulated Mayor Jardim
for his initiative in appointing the

committee, along with the recom-
mendation of Mr. Shannon as ad-
ministrator.

Ms. Lazarowitz, appointed as the
new Third Ward Councilwoman, fills
a vacancy created by the resignation
of John J. Walsh on January 7. Mr.
Walsh cited family obligations as the
reason for his decision.

The council approved the new ap-
pointment by a 5-0-1 tally, with First
Ward Councilman Gregory S.
McDermott abstaining.

Mr. McDermott expressed con-
cerns on not receiving prior résumés
from Ms. Lazarowitz or the other two
names submitted for council consid-
eration by the Westfield Democratic
Committee, Deborah A. Young of
Welch Way and Kenneth B. Rotter of
Greene Place. Ms. Lazarowitz was
the committee’s choice to replace
Mr. Walsh.

Ms. Lazarowitz, who was not in
attendance, was the Democrats’ can-
didate against Mr. Sullivan, a Re-
publican, this past fall. She lost by a
slim 19-vote margin. Her biography
was submitted to council members
prior to the meeting.
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Thomas B. Shannon Prepares
To Assume Administrator Duties

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — When a selec-
tion committee went out looking
for a new town administrator this
past fall, members set several crite-
ria for the winning candidate: the
person must have previous admin-
istrative experience, good people
skills and be innovative.

Enter Thomas B. Shannon.
With 16 years as an administra-

tor split between Princeton and
Hillsborough, not to mention certi-
fication as a municipal engineer/
director of public works, construc-
tion official and professional plan-
ner, Mr. Shannon was viewed as a
clear front-runner from a list of
some 25 job applicants.

In terms of personality, Mr. Sh-
annon describes himself as being
“interpersonal” with an “enthusi-
astic management style,” as well as
being an “articulate communica-
tor” and a “perceptive listener.”

The Princeton resident started
his career 27 years ago with the
United States Environmental Pro-
tection Agency and later worked
for Bridgewater Township as As-
sistant Engineer before becoming
Township Engineer in
Hillsborough.

In a telephone interview last Fri-
day, Mr. Shannon told The Westfield
Leader that as he approaches his 50th
birthday, he wanted one more “out-
standing opportunity” in his career.

He believes that he’s found it in
Westfield, a community that
“breaths success,” according to Mr.
Shannon. With a budget of $23
million and 200 employees, the
town has 29,000 residents.

Currently wearing two hats as
the interim administrator in the
communities of Phillipsburg in
Hunterdon County and Oakland in
Bergen County, Mr. Shannon said
he left Princeton a year ago after
reaching the goals he and the gov-
erning body there had set for them-
selves.

“The feeling of accomplishment
began to wane,” Mr. Shannon
stated. So he moved on in search of
more challenges to which he could
bring enthusiasm and exhilaration
to the table.

“I think I left my legacy in two
towns,” he said, adding that he
wants to bring his record of accom-
plishment to Westfield.

When asked about why he was
chosen over the other candidates,
the new administrator commented
that, “There is no substitute for
experience.”

Included within the record he
cited was the saving of millions of
dollars over the past decade with
what he described as “creative self-
insured” health and general insur-
ance programs; direct management
over the design and construction of
the 82,000-square-foot
Hillsborough Municipal Complex,
as well as the multi-million-dollar
renovation of the Princeton Bor-
ough Hall.

Mr. Shannon, in his résumé, also
said that in his years with those two
communities he brought a “high
quality human organization” as well
as a “customer service mentality
and trusting team environment” to
municipal government.

He said he will work with Ed-
ward A. Gottko, former Westfield

administrator, to ensure a smooth
transition for Westfield’s munici-
pal operations. Mr. Gottko, who
has retired, is working on a con-
sulting basis with the Town Coun-
cil until Mr. Shannon comes on
board on Monday, February 7.

The municipal budget process has
been almost completed by Mr.
Gottko and will soon be in the
hands of the council’s Finance
Committee.

Mr. Shannon said budgets in
Princeton under his leadership
ranged from $15 to $20 million,
compared to Westfield’s $23 mil-
l ion-plus spending plan.
Hillsborough spending was in the
range of $10 to $15 million when
he left nine years ago.

In his résumé, he noted his expe-
rience in developing debt manage-
ment and revenue plans in
Princeton. He also has experience
in obtaining grant money, as well
as shared services in areas such as
fire, senior and social services. Mr.
Shannon also has experience in the
area of providing low to moderate
income housing and related issues.

The new administrator sees a lot
of parallels between Westfield and
Princeton. Both communities have
thriving downtown business dis-
tricts; both are regional centers in
their particular geographic areas
and residents in both towns have a
high demand for service.

“Westfield is a town where ev-
eryone wants to be part of the deci-
sion-making process and I am very
comfortable with that,” he said.

Mr. Shannon said the majority of
decision making at the municipal
level of government is free of par-
tisan politics.

“I really don’t care about the
political makeup of the governing
body. I am totally non-partisan,”
he explained.

While Princeton is a “thriving
community” which draws as many
as 50,000 people during the work
week when Princeton University is
in session, Mr. Shannon said
Hillsborough is “a suburban high
gross town.”

Mr. Shannon, who will commute
from Princeton to Westfield, said
he feels “very enthused” as he en-
ters his new position. Due to his
current schedule, however, the ad-
ministrator does not anticipate at-
tending regular Tuesday evening
council meetings until he officially
comes on board.

origin of all suspicious fires in town.
Chief Battiloro served in the

United States Army during the Viet-
nam War and was awarded the
Purple Heart for wounds he received
in action.

Battiloro
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essay contest for students in elemen-
tary through high school. During the
service, winners were announced and
first place winners each read their
essays.

In the high school level, first place
went to Aaron Klinger. Second place
was awarded to Sam Fleder; third
place, James Charatan and Joshua T.
Lawrence, and Honorable Mention,
Vivian Futran, Jessica Lee, Joshua
Lerner, Darcy O’Brien and Lauren
Pollack.

In the intermediate school level,
Rahul Bhasin and David Palma tied
for first place at Edison Intermediate
School. Second place went to Jaawell
Faggins; third place, Giovanna
Palitucci, and honorable mention,
Matthew Hodges. At Roosevelt In-
termediate School, Christina
Cordeiro won first place, while Dor-
othy Chou won second and Kate
Greenberg won third.

At the elementary school level,
Jeffrey DeSantis of McKinley El-
ementary School won first place. Ian
Schwartz of Wilson Elementary
School and Joseph Tressitt of
Jefferson Elementary School tied for

second; Andrew Foltz-Morrison of
McKinley School and Michael
Venezia of Washington Elementary
School tied for third, and Adam
Becker of Washington School, Mark
Boyd and Marissa Goldner, both of
McKinley School, Tara Picaro of
Jefferson School and Kate Statton of
Washington School all took home
honorable mentions.

The Association also recognized
Dorothy Kirkley, one of the original
founders of the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Association who died in
December, by naming a scholarship
in her honor. Details of the new schol-
arship still are being worked out,
although a portion of the collection
during the service will go toward it.

Westfielders Remember
Martin Luther King, Jr.

SNOWY CENTERPIECE…First grade Brownie Troop No. 711 of Wilson
Elementary School in Westfield recently made winter centerpieces to be used by
the St. Joseph Social Service Center in Elizabeth. One of the many services the
Center provides is meals to individuals and families with little or no income. The
Girl Scouts, working in teams, made snowman centerpieces that were used
throughout all holiday events at the Center. Pictured above, Melanie Johnson
proudly displays a completed snowman.

CAREER STEPS…Westfield High School senior Adam Wachstein attempts to
walk with crutches provided by Physical Therapist Jackie Francis, while fellow
senior Erica Kamler lends her assistance. Mrs. Francis, a physical therapist with
Muhlenberg Hospital, was invited to Westfield High School’s Independent
Living Class to discuss her career. She provided the students with details
concerning the academic preparation required for the position as well as the type
of temperament needed to assist patients. Mrs. Francis is one of several guest
speakers who has made presentations to Barbara Philpot’s class through the
school district’s Sharing Talents and Skills program.

WESTFIELD

POLICE BLOTTER

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

MONDAY, JANUARY 10
• Three hundred block of Scotch

Plains Avenue – Smoke evaluation.
• One hundred block of East Broad

Street – Alarm activation.
• Eight hundred block of Standish

Avenue – Water evacuation.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 11

• One hundred block of East Broad
Street – Spill, hazardous condition.

• One hundred block of Elmer Street
– Alarm activation.

• Three hundred block of Elm Street
– Good intent call.

• One hundred block of Elm Street –
System malfunction.

• Eleven hundred block of South Av-
enue West  — Smoke scare.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12
• One hundred block of Hamilton

Avenue – Good intent call.
• Eleven hundred block of South Av-

enue West – System malfunction.
• Three hundred block of South Av-

enue West – Investigation.
• Seven hundred block of Highland

Avenue – Smoke condition.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 13

• Eleven hundred block of Boynton
Avenue – Smoke scare.

• Seven hundred block of Central
Avenue – System malfunction.

• Eight hundred block of Lenape Ter-

race – Investigation.
• Twelve hundred block of Boule-

vard – System malfunction.
• Twelve hundred block of Boulevard

– Unintentional alarm.
FRIDAY, JANUARY 14

• Eight hundred block of Lenape Ter-
race – Unintentional alarm.

• Three hundred block of Lawrence
Avenue – Hazardous condition.

• Clark – Mutual aid.
• Eight hundred block of Ramapo Way

– Alarm activation.
• Seven hundred block of Prospect

Street – Smoke scare.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 15

• One hundred block of Elm Street –
Water flow alarm.

• Five hundred block of Springfield
Avenue – Alarm activation.

• Six hundred block of South Avenue
West – Water flow alarm.

• Seven hundred block of Shackamaxon
Drive – Carbon monoxide investigation.

• Four hundred block of Baker Av-
enue – Smoke scare.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 16
• Three hundred block of Connecti-

cut Street – System malfunction.
• One hundred block of Summit Court

– Smoke scare.
• Six hundred block of St. Marks

Avenue – Water condition.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside Council Gives Green Light
To Ordinance Setting Parking Regulations

By INGRID McKINLEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – During a swift
meeting Tuesday evening, the
Mountainside Council adopted an or-
dinance on second reading revising
regulations for existing and new bor-
ough parking facilities.

Additional parking spaces will be
available at a new lot adjacent to the
Mountainside Public Library, located
on the northeast corner of Route 22,
West, opposite Borough Hall.

The revised regulations were unani-
mously passed but not before resident
Scott Schmedel voiced his concerns
regarding the announcement of new
permits for the borough.

Mr. Schmedel said he was concerned
that the council had not adequately pub-
licized the expansion of the current park-
ing facilities, as well as the terms and
conditions set forth by the ordinance.

“Burying the announcement at the
back of the recreation newsletter is not
enough,” Mr. Schmedel, said. “A dead-
line of February 1 for filing of the per-
mit, to include the $90 permit fee, was
a tight deadline for any resident who
would benefit from these new spaces.”

Mr. Schmedel remarked that he felt
the council needed to be more sensitive
to supplying information to the com-
munity. He also raised concerns about
availability of parking spaces for non-
commuters who may wish to take ad-
vantage of shopping or traveling into
New York City for the day.

Of the 74 spaces currently at the
library, 42 will be reserved for permit
parking, with the remaining stalls des-
ignated for library visitors and staff.

The parking permit fees will be $90
per quarter for residents and $40 per
month for non-residents. If more than
42 residents apply for permits, a lottery

will be held. If less than 42 apply, the
additional spaces will become avail-
able to non-residents but subject to with-
drawal if a resident should apply at a
later date.

As the non-resident permits are is-
sued on a month-to-month basis only,
residents will always be given top pri-
ority for the spaces. The council took
note of Mr. Schmedel’s concerns and
adopted the resolution.

In other business, Councilman
Werner C. Schon introduced a reso-
lution for the purchase of a new pub-
lic works vehicle equipped with a
snowplow, to be purchased for
$34,479.

The vehicle will replace one that was
damaged by Tropical Storm Floyd last
fall. Summit has allowed the borough
to purchase a used vehicle for $500 to
be used in the interim until the new
vehicle arrives in approximately six
months.

Councilman Schon also commented
on how the community of Scotch Plains,
as well as Union County, generously
came to the aid of the borough’s Public
Works Department by allowing
Mountainside to borrow equipment as
needed.

The council also approved entering
into its annual contract with the
Westfield Regional Board of Health,
which includes basic health inspections
for a contract of $22,638.

It was also revealed that R. J.
Ragonese of Garwood has been awarded
the contract to build a handicapped
access ramp outside the courtroom en-
trance for a fee of $9,656.

Officials noted that pool member-
ship fees will increase. For resident
families, the fee will now be $195; for
resident singles, $98, and for resident
seniors, $58. For non-residents, the fee

for families will be $325; singles, $160,
and seniors, $120 per year.

The pool’s management team from
last year was approved for the upcom-
ing season.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 11
• Police reported the theft of $35 in

change from a canister in the teachers’
lounge at Jefferson Elementary School
on Boulevard.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12
• A resident of the 500 block of

Westfield Avenue reported the theft of
a cellular telephone from his motor
vehicle while it was parked in his drive-
way.

• An employee at Temple Emanu-
El on East Broad Street reported that a
donation box containing an undeter-
mined amount of money was removed
from its wall mount inside the syna-
gogue.

• A motorist reported that his car
was damaged by a pedestrian who
kicked the passenger side front fender
of the vehicle, causing a large dent.
The incident occurred on Elm Street.
No one had been charged in connection
with the incident as of press time,
authorities confirmed.

• Gavin Gray, 18, of Roselle Park
was charged with purchase of an alco-
holic beverage while underage at a
store on North Avenue, East. Gray was
released on a summons.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 13
• A Fanwood resident reported the

theft of her pocketbook from her car,
which was parked on Central Avenue
at the time the incident occurred.

• The theft of $200 from a first-floor
apartment on Cacciola Place was re-
ported to police.

• A woman reported a burglary to her
home in the 1100 block of Lawrence
Avenue, during which a bedroom was
ransacked and approximately $1,500 in
jewelry was taken. Entry was appar-
ently gained by someone having pried
open a storm window. The incident re-
mained under investigation earlier this
week.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 14
• April Rizzo, 24, of Berkeley

Heights was issued a summons for theft
by mail, according to police. She is
alleged to have removed money from
envelopes which were due to be mailed
out from her place of employment on
Prospect Street. Rizzo was issued a
summons.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 15
• An 18-year-old Westfield man re-

ported that he was assaulted by an
acquaintance during an argument at
the latter’s home on Effingham Place.
No one had been charged in connection
with the incident as of press time.

The victim, who was struck on the
right side of the face, was transported to
Overlook Hospital in Summit. A hospital
spokeswoman said the victim was treated
and released but had returned again for
further treatment on Tuesday.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 16
• Police reported that a 15-year-old

Newark youth was taken into custody
after he crashed the vehicle he was
driving into a tree in the 400 block of
Springfield Avenue shortly before 4 a.m.

The suspect was operating a 1995 Eagle
stolen out of Irvington, according to po-
lice. He was pursued into Westfield by
Kenilworth police, who took custody of
the teenager following the accident. The
youth was not injured. Westfield police
handled the accident investigation.

WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for the Year 1999

Top 10 Response Categories

1. General Illness/Weakness (235) 6. Head/Neck Injury (95)
2. Respiratory (229) 7. Unconscious (79)
3. Falls (205) 8. Suspected CVA/Stroke (51)
4. Cardiac Pain (202) 9. Sezures (48)
5. Motor Vehicle Accident (144) 10. Psychological (45)

In-Town Emergency Calls: 1,931
Out-of Town Mutual Aid Calls: 79
Non Emergency Calls: 25
Total Calls: 2,035
Total Hours Out: 5,338:34
Total Volunteer Hours: 22,638

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mr. Sullivan jokingly noted that the
new councilwoman changes the bal-
ance of the governing body so that
attorneys no longer will have the ma-
jority. Mayor Jardim and three council
members are employed as lawyers.

Ms. Lazarowitz, a 10-year resident
of Westfield, owns a certified personal
training business. Once a backup
singer for Janis Ian, she has also sung
on recordings with Roberta Flack and
Kiss.

Over the years she has been active
with the Westfield Neighborhood Coun-
cil, the Martin Luther King Jr. Associa-
tion of Westfield and Temple Emanu-
El. She was also active with the “Save
the Rialto” Committee, which launched
a successful grassroots effort several
years ago to keep the landmark theater
from becoming a clothing store.

Ms. Lazarowitz, who is active with
the local Democratic Party, is also in-
volved in the B.R.A.K.E.S. Group of
Westfield, an acronym for Bikers, Run-
ners and Kids are Entitled to Safety.

Ms. Lazarowitz will officially be
sworn into office prior to the Tuesday,
January 25 conference meeting, accord-
ing to Town Clerk Bernard A. Heeney.
She will take the oath again at the start
of the council’s Tuesday, February 1,
public meeting for the purpose of film-

ing on TV-36, he added.
The council additionally re-ap-

pointed Amalgamated General Agen-
cies (AGA) as the town’s insurance
risk management firm. AGA was ap-
proved by a 5-0-1 vote, with Mayor
Jardim the lone dissenter.

The Mayor said he was disappointed
in the manner in which the town sought
firms to apply for the annual contract.
A legal advertisement was placed in
the December 16 edition of The
Westfield Leader.

He repeated earlier statements that,
per the town’s new ordinance requir-
ing quality-based competitive propos-
als for professional services, the coun-
cil should make decisions after review-
ing several proposals for the contract.
AGA was the only firm to submit a
proposal for risk manager.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Michael La Place, Executive
Director of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation, thanked employees in the
Department of Public Works for their
prompt attention in placing over 100
new trash receptacles in the downtown
on short notice and during early morn-
ing hours. The large cement canisters
previously located in the business dis-
trict will be relocated to town parks
and other municipal facilities.

Finally, an ordinance amending the
land use in the town was being re-
viewed by the Borough Attorney and
will be made available to council mem-
bers later this week.

Town Administrator, New
Council Member Named

Kevin T. Jackson
Counsellor at Law

Westfield (908) 232-2152
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