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SPRUCING THINGS UP…Employees of the Fanwood Department of Public
Works (DPW) plant spruce and pine trees above the recycling bins at the
Fanwood Recycling Center. The trees are the first step in a long-term beautifi-
cation plan for the North Avenue site. The DPW also provided a crusher and
additional manpower to help the volunteer-driven Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Recycling Association handle the post-holiday volume of discarded boxes,
wrapping paper and bottles brought to the center.

                                                                                                                                 Ingrid McKinley for The Times
GETTING OUT THE MAIL…Neither rain, nor sleet, nor frigid weather with
wind chills well below zero prevented James Richey from carrying out his duties
as a postal deliverer for the Borough of Fanwood. Bundled with gloves and hat,
Mr. Richey braved the cold to deliver the mail.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SP Church Remembers
Legacy and Birthday

Of Martin Luther King, Jr.
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Times

With a passionate rendition of the
gospel song, “I Made It,” the inspir-
ing St. John’s Baptist Church Choir
ushered in Martin Luther King Jr.’s
birthday celebration on January 16 at
St. John’s Baptist Church in Scotch
Plains.

The choir sung to a full house,
including many notable community
leaders.

In attendance at Sunday night’s
service were New Jersey State Senate
President Senator Donald
DiFrancesco, Assemblyman Alan M.
Augustine, Union County Freeholder
Lewis Mingo and Vice Chairman of
the Union County Freeholders An-
thony Mirabella, Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye, Mayor
Martin L. Marks and Ex-Mayor Geri
M. Samuel, both of Scotch Plains
and Mayor Louis C. Jung of Fanwood.

The Pastor of St. John’s Baptist
Church for 34 years, the Reverend
Kelmo C. Porter introduced three
young women, Stacey Hammond of
Plainfield and Scotch Plains resi-
dents Celeste Huggins and Gail
Harding who read thought-provok-
ing essays on different aspects of Dr.
King’s accomplishments and influ-
ence in their lives.

The rabbi of Beth Israel Syna-
gogue in Scotch Plains, Rabbi George
Nudell, who is also the Past Presi-
dent of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium, spoke about his recent
trip to Israel.

He said that he was in Bethlehem
on Christmas Eve and witnessed Jews

and Arabs, Christians and Moslems,
people of every race and color engag-
ing in friendly conversation and liv-
ing together in harmony, which was
evidence of Dr. King’s vision becom-
ing a reality.

The Reverend Kenneth Hetzel,
President of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Ministerium and Pastor of
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
in Scotch Plains told a poignant story
of growing up in a white, racist fam-
ily in segregated Milwaukee.

“The fact that I am standing here
before you today, which would make
my relatives roll over in their graves,
is a testament to the legacy of Dr.
King’s accomplishments,” Reverend
Hetzel stated.

Senator DiFrancesco spoke about
“putting an end to racial profiling
and ethnic bigotry as we close the
door on the last century.” Paraphras-
ing part of an essay written by Dr.
King, the Senator said, “the chal-
lenge is more than just integrating
bathrooms and buses. It is recogniz-
ing that more than 50,000 Ameri-
cans, of all races, came out to protest
the injustices of segregation.”

The keynote speaker, the Rever-
end D. Keith Owens, Senior Pastor of
Salem Baptist Church in Jersey City,
grew up in Scotch Plains and was
ordained in St. John’s by Reverend
Porter. His impassioned sermon fo-
cused on a passage from the Old
Testament in Jeremiah 48:11.

According to the Reverend Owens,
the passage discusses the Moabites,
who led a life of privilege and com-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fanwood Council
Rejects Firm’s Bid
For Light Fixtures

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

In a unanimous vote by the five
council members present last Thurs-
day , Fanwood’s governing body opted
to rescind a resolution that was passed
in December accepting a bid for Vic-
torian-style lighting fixtures in the
borough’s downtown.

Officials also voted, during their
regular meeting, in favor of rejecting
the bid itself, in the amount of
$385,470, which was submitted late
last month by Faigon Electric, Inc., a
South Plainfield firm. The bid was
for 58 light fixtures to be installed
along Martine, South and LaGrande
Avenues as part of the borough’s
long-range plan to enhance its cen-
tral business district.

Borough Engineer Richard
Marsden last month deemed the
$6,637-per-light tab to be as much as
double what he had calculated the
work should cost and recommended
that the council reject Faigon’s offer.

He observed that the bid – the only
one received for the work — would
consume nearly all of the $400,000
in grant money awarded to Fanwood
from the county and state last year.

Faigon’s bid was accepted, how-
ever, after former Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly broke a tie vote in support of
the proposal at a special meeting of
the governing body on December 28.

Republicans had opposed the reso-
lution based on the cost involved,
while Democrats endorsed it as a
means of getting one aspect of the
borough’s long-range plan completed
before prices for the fixtures in-
creased.

During their January 5 agenda ses-
sion, council members learned they
had a legal basis to rescind the reso-
lution after Borough Attorney Wilfred
P. Coronato revealed that required
written documentation certifying that
sufficient funds were available for
the work had not been attached to the
December resolution due to an over-
sight.

Mr. Coronato confirmed, however,
that proper certification forms had
been filed in the borough’s business
office.

Prior to passing resolutions re-
scinding their original decision and
rejecting the Faigon bid last week,
members of the governing body heard
a detailed presentation by Mr.
Marsden of an alternate proposal for
downtown improvements.

Using multi-colored diagrams, Mr.
Marsden explained that several im-
provement projects could be com-
pleted simultaneously along Martine
Avenue with the $400,000 in grant
money, rather than installing all the
light fixtures at once.

The alternate proposal calls for
installation of only 28 light fixtures
along Martine Avenue, including its
intersections with South and
LaGrande Avenues, plus concrete
sidewalks, decorative pavers and
landscaping. Additional lighting
planned for South and LaGrande

would have to be completed later
when additional funds became avail-
able.

According to Mr. Marsden, com-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

With So Many Options and Very
Little Space, School Board

Grapples With Enrollment Boom
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Times

There were photographs of elemen-
tary school children packed into
multi-purpose rooms for holiday con-
certs. Of students having their in-
strumental music lesson in a hall-
way. Of those same students and
teacher carrying their chairs out of
the hall.

So began the January 13 presenta-
tion to the Board of Education and
public on how to deal with the grow-
ing student population in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood schools.

“No question. We’re crowded,”
stated Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol B. Choye.

For each of the five options pre-
sented, Superintendent Choye was
armed with overhead transparencies
detailing the following: construction,
transportation and (where required)
additional staffing costs; building
capacities; construction require-
ments; special education impact, and
racial balance.

Around the board room were
poster-sized maps of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood that outlined how el-
ementary students are currently di-
vided among schools, and how they
could be divided under the various
facilities’ scenarios.

Several grade configurations were
put to the board for consideration:
continuation of the present K-5, 6-8,
9-12 arrangement, a change to K-4,
5-8, 9-12 which would see the fifth
grade move up to the middle school
level, or a shift to K-6, 7-8, 9-12 in
which the sixth grade would move
back to the elementary level.

There were three options presented
that would allow the district to con-
tinue its present K-5 grade structure.

One option would be to move the
administrative offices out of Ever-
green Elementary to a new location.
Construction costs would be $2.7
million — $660 thousand to reclaim
eight classrooms at Evergreen El-
ementary School and $1.8 million
for new administrative office space.
It would mean redistricting nearly 16
percent of the elementary student
population.

A second alternative would be to
build an elementary wing onto Terrill
Middle School that would accommo-
date 240 children in grades K-5.
Twelve percent of the elementary

population would need to be redis-
tricted.

Construction would cost $7.1 mil-
lion; additional staffing would cost
$447.5 thousand/year; and transpor-
tation would cost $40 thousand/year.

If land were available, a third op-
tion could be to build a new elemen-
tary school at a cost of $13.8 million.
This does not include land purchase
price.

It would house 380 students. An
additional $547,000 per year would
be spent on staffing. This alternative
would require redistricting 18 per-
cent of the elementary population.

The K-4, 5-8 option calls for con-
struction of 12 classrooms and an-
other multi-purpose room at Terrill
at a cost of $3.9 million with an
additional $125 thousand annual
expenditure for two more guidance
counselors. This option would re-
quire redistricting 3 percent of the
elementary students and calls for sig-
nificant classroom renovation at Park
Middle School.

According to Dr. Choye, the K-4,
5-8 option would result in a “school

within a school,” meaning fifth and
sixth-grade students would be sepa-
rated from seventh and eighth grad-
ers.

Assistant Superintendent for In-
struction Dr. John R. Crews pro-
posed things like different entrances
and different bell schedules as pos-
sible means of keeping the two
“schools” separate within the same
building.

Reconfiguring the district to six K-
6 elementary schools (Terrill would
be converted to an elementary facil-
ity) and one 7-8 middle school at
Park School calls for redistricting 17
percent of the elementary students.

It assumes movement of the ad-
ministrative offices out of Evergreen
School to reclaim media center and
classroom space, and renovation to
provide handicapped accessibility at
Park School. (At present, middle
school students who require handi-
capped accessible facilities are housed
at Terrill Middle.)

Construction costs would be $4.2
million. Additional staffing for the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Malibu Owners Tell SP Council of Plans
To Reduce Noise and Enhance Safety
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

After representatives from Club
Malibu provided the Scotch Plains
Township Council with details Tues-
day night of how the Terrill Road
nightspot would be better and more
safely operated, Mayor Martin L.
Marks said “we owe it to the citizens
of Scotch Plains and citizens from
surrounding towns” to hold a formal
hearing on whether to renew the
nightclub’s liquor license.

Club Malibu has been closed for
the past year following a November
1998 fatal shooting, and concerns
have been raised by the Scotch Plains
Police and Fire Departments as well
as homeowners near the nightclub
about excessive noise and crowd con-
trol issues.

On Tuesday night, the Council, in
its role as local Alcoholic Beverage
Control Board, met informally with
Malibu’s owners to hear about their
plans to address the concerns.

“It’s not going to be the same old

Malibu with a fresh coat of paint,”
said Steven Dunnington, a profes-
sional designer and builder of night-
clubs and other entertainment ven-
ues who would serve as Malibu’s
general manager.

Mr. Dunnington, along with Larry
Ray and Dominic Caruso of Rayric
Corporation, Malibu’s owner, and
their attorney, Neil Cohen, told the
Council of their plans for improved
and, hopefully, expanded parking at
the nightclub, a more formal and
organized system for waiting in line
to be admitted, an increased security
presence both inside and outside the
club, a better method to ensure that
occupancy levels were not exceeded,
and vigilance against serving alco-
hol to patrons who have already over-
imbibed.

“We are seeking to upgrade and
improve the overall property,” Mr.
Caruso said, noting the owners’ dis-
satisfaction with the current state of
the exterior and interior of the build-
ing, the parking lot and the landscap-

ing.
He said the owners hope to pave

and stripe the present gravel lot, and
added that allowing Malibu to pave
two so-called “paper streets,” which
are roadways that exist solely on
Township tax maps but are not used
for transit of any type, would help
expand the number of parking spaces
available to patrons.

Mr. Dunnington said the goal is to
control and direct club patrons “from
the moment they turn off Terrill Road
into the parking lot.” In addition to
better parking, a roped-off area along-
side the building’s exterior would
serve to form an organized waiting
line for those wishing to be admitted.
At the entrance, two separate door-
men would keep a running count, via
hand-held clickers, of how many
people are actually inside the facility
in an effort to comply with occu-
pancy regulations. Presently, the club
holds about 830 people.

When the club closes for the night,
security personnel would be present
in the parking lot until all patrons

have left and, Mr. Dunnington added,
“they will be asked to leave quickly”
rather than congregating. When
asked about problems involving pa-
trons heading into adjoining resi-
dential neighborhoods and damag-
ing property, as was the case in the
latter part of 1998, Mr. Cohen said
that “we can’t teach manners,” but
hoped club patrons would respect
people’s property. Any problems un-
able to be handled by the club’s secu-
rity force would lead to the Scotch
Plains Police being called, Mr. Cohen
said.

Plans also call for a complete reno-
vation and modernization of the
nightclub’s interior, including the
installation of new bathrooms and
bars, an upgrading of the
establishment’s sound and lighting
technology, added security cameras
and alarmed emergency exit doors
that will be inaccessible from out-
side.

Police Chief Thomas O’Brien,
noting that Malibu has “never been a

William A. Burke for The Times
REMEMBERING DR. KING…The Reverend Kelmo C. Porter of St. John’s
Baptist Church in Scotch Plains, left, reflects on the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. with the Reverend D. Keith Owens, Senior Pastor at the Salem Baptist
Church in Jersey City, who was the keynote speaker at a celebration at St. John’s
last Sunday honoring the birthday of the late civil rights leader.
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GIFT OF A CENTURY…Frank Chupko, Jr., left, Past Commander of Veterans
of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post No. 10122, presents Norbert Bernstein, Director of
the Scotch Plains Public Library, with a book entitled “VFW: Our First
Century.” The book, donated by Post No. 10122 to the library, recounts events
and personalities that helped shape the 20th century during the VFW’s first 100
years.
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Fanwood
TV-35 Schedule

Thursday, Jan. 20, 8:00 P.M.
Three Seasons in The Sun

Thursday, Jan. 20, 9:00 P.M.
 COP-TV - Home Security

Saturday, Jan. 22, 8:00 P.M.
 Fallen Flags, Vol. II The
Rahway Valley Railroad

Saturday, Jan. 22, 9:00 P.M.
Next Station Stop Fanwood

Monday, Jan. 24, 8:00 P.M.
Freeholder’s Forum

Monday, Jan. 24, 9:00 P.M.
The Great Labor Day
Storm of 1998

Wednesday, Jan. 26, 8:00 P.M.
COP-TV - Home Security

Wednesday, Jan. 26, 9:00 P.M.
Fanwood Council Meeting of
01/13/2000

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
DELIVERING MISHAP…On Monday morning, a UPS truck driver could not make his deliveries because of a recent
mishap on Midway Avenue in Fanwood. The UPS truck, which swerved to avoid a vehicle which had stopped while making
a turn, rammed right into the tree pictured above. No one was reported injured in the accident.

fort, while the Israelites, on the other
hand, were gravely persecuted and
discriminated against. He went on
to explain why so many great lead-
ers, such as Abraham Lincoln,
Malcolm X, Dr. King and entire
groups, such as the Africans and the
Jews, seem to suffer immeasurable
injustices.

According to Reverend Owens,
Jeremiah explained that this is be-
cause suffering is a refining process
and that growth can only come
through pain and discomfort.

“If you always had it easy and were
never challenged, who would you
be?” Reverend Owens asked.

Preaching with a fervent convic-
tion, Reverend Owens continued,
“Blacks have been separated, segre-
gated, rejected, discriminated
against, crippled, handicapped, in-
timidated, persecuted and hated. We
may not understand the process, but
that’s alright; when the process is
over, we will be perfected.”

He mentioned that African Ameri-
cans have also been “afflicted with
drugs, crime, poverty and Clarence

Thomas.”
The sanctuary full of parishioners

exploded into rousing applause as
the choir led everyone in the uplift-
ing gospel hymn, “We Shall Over-
come,” a yearly tradition at St.
John’s.

A $5,000 donation was made to
the United Negro College Fund by
St. John’s Church in honor of Dr.
King’s birthday and all of the
service’s collections on that day will
go toward reimbursing St. John’s
for the donation, according to Rev-
erend Porter.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., re-
ceived a Doctoral Degree in Theol-
ogy and founded the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference in At-
lanta in 1957. He received the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1964 for his leader-
ship of the Civil Rights Movement.

Dr. King was assassinated in Mem-
phis while protesting the rights of
1,200 sanitation workers in 1968.
His famous “I Have A Dream” speech
has inspired thousands of young,
African Americans to strive to reach
their fullest potential.

Church Remembers Legacy
Of Martin Luther King, Jr.

pleting all proposed streetscape im-
provements at once would eliminate
duplication of work.

Councilwoman Karen M.
Schurtz asked whether lighting
fixtures for the pocket park cur-
rently under development on
Watson Road could be included in
the package if the governing body
decided to go with the plan out-
lined by Mr. Marsden.

The engineer responded that they
could be included but that some
lights would have to be subtracted
from the downtown area in order
for the cost to be covered by the
grant money.

Council President Joel Whitaker
said he was eager for downtown
improvements to be completed,
adding that he was recently in-
formed by Union County Free-
holder and former Fanwood Mayor
Linda d. Stender that the county
will not be awarding downtown
improvement grants this year. The
county is instead channeling funds
toward programs for senior citi-
zens and other initiatives.

He proposed, however, that bor-
ough officials look into whether some
funds from the $100,000 Project Pocket
Park grant awarded to Fanwood from
the county in 1999 and earmarked for
improvements to LaGrande Park could
be diverted to light fixtures for the
pocket park. In addition, he made
reference to the option of creating an
Open Space Trust Fund to support
such endeavors.

Last November, voters in Scotch
Plains passed an open space referen-
dum which initiated a tax of 2 cents
per $100 of assessed valuation to be
used for acquiring, developing,
maintaining and administering land
for preservation of open space.

Mayor Louis C. Jung suggested
that Mr. Marsden present his pro-
posal to the Fanwood Downtown
Revitalization Committee (FDRC)
at its meeting on Monday, January
24, to gauge members’ opinions as
to whether all the proposed light
fixtures should installed at once or if
multiple improvements should be
done simultaneously in sections.

Mr. Marsden agreed to make the
presentation to the downtown com-
mittee and is expected to report back
to the council at its Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 2 agenda meeting.

Councilwomen Schurtz and
Katherine Mitchell, both Democrats,
joined Republican colleagues Stuart
S. Kline, Thomas P. Ryan, Jr. and
Mr. Whitaker in voting to rescind
the Faigon bid resolution and reject
the offer. The third Democrat on the
council, William E. Populus, Jr.,
was absent from last week’s meeting
due to illness.

Mrs. Schurtz said that while she
felt she was doing the right thing by
supporting the original resolution
in December, she now felt compelled
to reverse her vote in light of new
information presented on the matter

since that time.
Ms. Mitchell concurred and said

she also felt the resolution should be
rescinded because of the legal techni-
cality involved concerning the certifi-
cation documentation.

Councilman Ryan commented that
since no contract had yet been signed
between Faigon and the municipal-
ity, Fanwood would “not be exposed
to any legal liability” by rescinding
the resolution or rejecting the bid.

Firm’s Bid for Light Fixtures
Rejected By Borough Council

elementary schools would cost
$330,000 per year and increased trans-
portation costs would be $80,000 an-
nually.

Detailed presentations on the fa-
cilities’ options to staff members and
parents at individual elementary
schools began this week, and will
continue into early February.

A facilities’ recommendation from
Dr. Choye to the board will come at
the Thursday, February 10, agenda
meeting. A decision from the board is
expected Monday, February 28.

Heading into the spring, the board
will cope with the second piece of the
facilities’ issue, which is the refur-
bishment and enhancement of exist-
ing facilities.

During the January 13 meeting, Dr.
Choye made it clear that, while such
renovations are part of the overall
plan, they will be discussed at a later
date. This will allow the public and
board to focus their immediate atten-
tion on the facilities’ options.

The district must deal with the reno-
vations associated with aging facili-
ties (particularly at Park School and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School),
neglected athletic fields and other
items such as bathrooms, and science
and technology labs. The district must
also address issues related to technol-
ogy and communications as well as
handicapped accessibility.

In other business, the board is sched-
uled to vote on the Elementary World
Language Program at its Thursday,
January 27, meeting. The existing
proposal calls for foreign language
instruction to begin in second grade
in September 2000. It calls for 60
minutes of instruction per week.

As the board proceeds with its bud-
get planning sessions, members will
hear presentations regarding instruc-
tional and special education budget
items on Monday, January 31, and
technology and non-instructional bud-
get items on Tuesday, February 15.

School Bd.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SCOTCH PLAINS

POLICE BLOTTER

Read the Latest Scoop:
www.goleader.com!

MONDAY, JANUARY 10
• Robert G. Scarano, 66, of

Stroudsburg, Pa., was arrested for driving
while intoxicated on Park Avenue. Police
said Scarano was arrested after he was
involved in a minor motor vehicle acci-
dent with no reported injuries.

• Police reported the theft of a jacket
and cellular phone taken from an un-
locked locker at the YMCA on Martine
Avenue.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 14
• Jason R. Rolo, 21, of Kearny was

arrested and charged with serving alcohol
to minors and consumption of alcohol in a
motor vehicle. Jason Rodriguez, 19, who
was charged in this incident also, was
arrested for consumption of alcohol while
under the legal age of 21 along with a 16
year-old male from Buffalo, N.Y., and a
16 year-old Scotch Plains female after
officers responded to reports of a suspi-
cious vehicle parked on Lyde Place.

• A resident of Lenape Way reported
the theft of a wallet containing $1,800 in
cash from a briefcase inside his residence.
Police said there was no sign of forced
entry to the house.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 15
• Paul Montalbano, 49, of Scotch

Plains, was charged with illegal posses-
sion of two prohibited firearms after two
rifles were reportedly located in his resi-
dence during an officers investigation were
found to exceed state standards.

Authorities said the weapons were
seized on January 13 after officers were
dispatched to the home to check on Mr.
Montalbano’s medical condition and
safety. Bail was set at $7,000 and was
posted.

• A member of the Lions Club Foun-
dation reported checks forged against their
account totaling $4,000 over the last
month.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 16
• A resident of Mountain Avenue re-

ported damage done to a section of fence
on his property sometime overnight.

• Donald Cofield, 38, of Newark, was
arrested and charged during a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road after presenting
a forged or counterfeit driver’s license.
Police said Cofield was also found to have
outstanding warrants for his arrest.

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
• A resident of the 200 block of

Westfield Road reported unknown per-
sons attempted to gain entry to the house
by forcing a screen window. The suspects
fled when the resident was alerted by a
noise from the yard.

SP Council Urges State Aid Boost;
Discusses Bike Race Concerns

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township
Council will support a resolution
asking Trenton to use the antici-
pated state budget surplus to in-
crease the level of state aid locally.

The requested increase would
make up for the aid they would
have received had state assistance
been indexed to inflation over the
last six years.

Jersey City Mayor Bret Schundler
is leading a drive encouraging lo-
cal New Jersey governments to urge
the state to return more money to
municipalities that would, in ef-
fect, make up for a shortfall be-
tween 1994 and 2000. Between
1994 and 2000, there was no index-
ing of state aid, as will be the case
in coming years.

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Thomas E. Atkins told the Council
at its Tuesday night conference
meeting that state aid in 1994 to-
taled $3.133 million and would be
$2.838 million this year. If state
assistance had been tied to infla-
tion, this year’s state aid level would
have been $3.632 million, a short-
fall of almost $800,000.

In other business, the council dis-
cussed the application of the Park
Avenue Cyclists Club to hold its
annual Freddie Spencer Memorial

Bike on May 28.
The council discussed putting

added pressure on the cycling club
to contribute more towards the
township’s costs related to the race,
as well as more towards the two
local organizations — the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad and Police
Athletic League — that receive do-
nations from the club.

Despite the club’s claim that some
$8,000 in donations has been given
to the two groups since the race’s
inception, township officials said
the figure was closer to $2,200.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L.
Marks said he wants the club to
promise to donate more money this
year as well as to help pay the
Township’s $5,000 in police and
other expenses that are incurred
each year. If the bike club and the
council can come to an agreement
on these issues, “we’ll give them
another year,” he said.

Council members questioned just
how much of a benefit the race
provides to the downtown business
district in particular and the town,
in general.

Local streets are closed for sev-
eral hours during the race, and a
number of businesses have com-
plained that these closings have an
adverse effect on their operations.

Ray Pardon, President of the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association, said his group
opposed the race because “it im-
pacts business negatively” and “it’s
not really an event that’s caught on
in terms of a community event.”

He told the council on Tuesday
night that attendance at the race is
usually made up primarily of rac-
ers’ families and their friends in-
stead of members of the commu-

nity.
“I don’t see it as a win-win situ-

ation,” Mr. Pardon added.
Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel,

echoing Mr. Pardon, said she didn’t
see the bike race as being “a huge
benefit for us,” like some of the
other township-sponsored events,
such as Scotch Plains Day or the
Antique Car Show.

Councilman Will iam F.
McClintock said he has always liked
the race, although he expressed his
shock at how little money the res-
cue squad had apparently received
over the years.

Thomas B. Shannon Prepares
To Assume Administrator Duties

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — When a selection
committee went out looking for a new
town administrator this past fall, mem-
bers set several criteria for the win-
ning candidate: the person must have
previous administrative experience,
good people skills and be innovative.

Enter Thomas B. Shannon.
With 16 years as an administrator

split between Princeton and
Hillsborough, not to mention certifi-
cation as a municipal engineer/direc-
tor of public works, construction offi-
cial and professional planner, Mr. Sh-
annon was viewed as a clear front-
runner from a list of some 25 job
applicants.

In terms of personality, Mr. Shan-
non describes himself as being “in-
terpersonal” with an “enthusiastic
management style,” as well as being
an “articulate communicator” and a
“perceptive listener.”

The Princeton resident started his
career 27 years ago with the United
States Environmental Protection
Agency and later worked for
Bridgewater Township as Assistant
Engineer before becoming Township
Engineer in Hillsborough.

In a telephone interview last Friday,
Mr. Shannon told The Westfield
Leader that as he approaches his 50th
birthday, he wanted one more “out-
standing opportunity” in his career.

He believes that he’s found it in
Westfield, a community that “breaths
success,” according to Mr. Shannon.
With a budget of $23 million and 200
employees, the town has 29,000 resi-
dents.

Currently wearing two hats as the
interim administrator in the commu-
nities of Phillipsburg in Hunterdon
County and Oakland in Bergen
County, Mr. Shannon said he left
Princeton a year ago after reaching

the goals he and the governing body
there had set for themselves.

“The feeling of accomplishment be-
gan to wane,” Mr. Shannon stated. So
he moved on in search of more chal-
lenges to which he could bring enthu-
siasm and exhilaration to the table.

“I think I left my legacy in two
towns,” he said, adding that he wants
to bring his record of accomplish-
ment to Westfield.

When asked about why he was
chosen over the other candidates, the
new administrator commented that,
“There is no substitute for success.”

Included within the record he cited
was the saving of millions of dollars
over the past decade with what he
described as “creative self-insured”
health and general insurance pro-
grams; direct management over the
design and construction of the 82,000-
square-foot Hillsborough Municipal
Complex, as well as the multi-mil-
lion-dollar renovation of the
Princeton Borough Hall.

Mr. Shannon, in his résumé, also
said that in his years with those two
communities he brought a “high qual-
ity human organization” as well as a
“customer service mentality and trust-
ing team environment” to municipal
government.

He said he will work with Edward A.
Gottko, former Westfield administra-
tor, to ensure a smooth transition for
Westfield’s municipal operations. Mr.
Gottko, who has retired, is working on
a consulting basis with the Town Coun-
cil until Mr. Shannon comes on board
on Monday, February 7.

The municipal budget process has
been almost completed by Mr. Gottko
and will soon be in the hands of the
council’s Finance Committee.

Mr. Shannon said budgets in
Princeton under his leadership ranged
from $15 to $20 million, compared to
Westfield’s $23 million-plus spend-

ing plan. Hillsborough spending was
in the range of $10 to $15 million
when he left nine years ago.

In his résumé, he noted his expe-
rience in developing debt manage-
ment and revenue plans in
Princeton. He also has experience
in obtaining grant money, as well
as shared services in areas such as
fire, senior and social services. Mr.
Shannon also has experience in the
area of providing low to moderate
income housing and related issues.

The new administrator sees a lot
of parallels between Westfield and
Princeton. Both communities have
thriving downtown business dis-
tricts; both are regional centers in
their particular geographic areas
and residents in both towns have a
high demand for service.

“Westfield is a town where ev-
eryone wants to be part of the deci-
sion-making process and I am very
comfortable with that,” he said.

Mr. Shannon said the majority of
decision making at the municipal
level of government is free of par-
tisan politics.

“I really don’t care about the
political makeup of the governing
body. I am totally non-partisan,”
he explained.

While Princeton is a “thriving
community” which draws as many
as 50,000 people during the work
week when the university is in
session, Mr. Shannon said
Hillsborough is “a suburban high
gross town.”

Mr. Shannon, who will commute
from Princeton to Westfield, said
he feels “very enthused” as he en-
ters his new position. Due to his
current schedule, however, the ad-
ministrator does not anticipate at-
tending regular Tuesday evening
council meetings until he officially
comes on board.

bad place,” did state his
department’s two “paramount con-
cerns” as being unruly crowds in
the parking lot and complaints from
residents in the area. He did ex-
press his optimism that a more for-
mal waiting line would quell some
of his concerns.

Mr. Dunnington agreed, saying
that Malibu’s owners “want to make
this as organized and enjoyable an
experience as possible. That makes
business run smoother and makes
everyone come back.”

Mr. Cohen, Malibu’s attorney,
said he was willing to accept cer-
tain restrictions on the liquor li-
cense renewal as long as they were
not “draconian.” The date of the
formal hearing is expected to be
announced within the next week.
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