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Concepts &Thought
Miles Hodson Vernon Foundation
Enables Technological Advances
At Brunner Elementary School

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — While the
prototype classroom at Brunner El-
ementary School in Scotch Plains is
a work in progress, school adminis-
trators, teachers, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education mem-
bers and parents gathered this month
to recognize the financial support of
the Miles Hodsdon
Vernon Founda-
tion, which made
the high-tech fa-
cility a reality.

In 1998, fourth-
grade teacher
Eloise Schundler
secured the first of
several grants that
have enabled her
to put sophisti-
cated technology
directly into the
hands of her stu-
dents for daily
classwork.

Since then, the
foundation, which
is based in Sleepy
Hollow, N.Y., has
contributed ap-
p r o x i m a t e l y
$115,000 to the
project.

Each of Mrs.
Schundler’s 20 stu-
dents has their own
iMac computer.
Special desks, a
laptop computer
and large-image projector are also
part of the classroom, which is unique
to Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools.
Grant moneys also purchased an ad-
ditional 10 computers for the school
as a whole.

School Board President Theresa
Larkin presented the resolution
passed by the board honoring the
foundation.

In her remarks during the pro-
gram, Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol B. Choye said, “A rich family
(of students, faculty and community)
was made richer by the generosity of
Mr. Thomson and the Miles Hodsdon
Vernon Foundation.”

Robert Thomson, who is the father
of Mrs. Schundler, accepted the
board’s resolution on the foundation’s
behalf. The grant marks the
foundation’s first bequest to a public
school.

According to Mrs. Schundler, her
fourth graders have concentrated on
learning the word processing aspect
of AppleWorks and have done some
work with spreadsheets. She shared
some of the projects the students
have created using the computers.
These include postcard booklets de-
scribing themselves and a book re-
port.

“Pulling out the keyboard has be-
come natural,” said Brunner School
Principal Jeffrey Ross of students’
growing comfort level with technol-
ogy at their fingertips. “The young-
sters are so enthusiastic...they’re ex-
perimenting.”

With funding from the latest grant,
Brunner will add four more comput-
ers and desks for September 2000 to
accommodate a bigger fourth-grade
class.

Also on tap for the room are a
stereo system and digital TV that
will allow students to view the video
software they, themselves, create.

While other classes are welcome to
use the computers when Mrs.
Schundler’s class is out of the room

for a special class such as art or
music, administrators also plan to
use the room for staff development
programs.

There is also space at the center of
the classroom where another class
can sit for instruction, while the
fourth-graders remain at their desks.

During the program, Joanne
Arvay, Information Technology Co-

ordinator for Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools, demonstrated a multi-pur-
pose feature of the software known as
Network Assistant. It allows the
teacher to observe the individual stu-
dents at work on their screens. It
allows student and teacher to work
on the same screen at the same

DECA Students Participate
In Study of Foreign Embassies

FOREIGN AFFAIRS…Juniors Doug Gillie, Chris Gawryluk and Eric
Konzelman, three students in the DECA Chapter at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, spent two days in Washington, D.C., visiting with officials from five
foreign embassies, Great Britain, Japan, France, Rumania and China. The
purpose of the interviews was to learn about the countries’ economy and their
trade policies. Pictured, left to right, are: Eric, Doug, Chris, and Andrew
Dawson, First Economic Secretary of the British Embassy in Washington.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Juniors Doug
Gillie, Chris Gawryluk and Eric
Konzelman, three students in the
DECA Chapter at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, spent two days
in Washington, D.C., visiting with
officials from five foreign embassies,
Great Britain, Japan, France, Ruma-
nia and China.

The purpose of the interviews was
to learn about the country’s economy
and its trade policies. Prior to the
visit, the students researched each
country to learn of its economy and
culture. The students also prepared
interview questions, which were ap-
plicable to each nation.

Doug Gillie said, “I think I learned
more in those two days than my
entire year at school.”

The students selected the coun-
tries, according to Chris, so they
could get a cross section of cultures
and economies.

Great Britain and France were se-
lected because of the European Union;
Rumania because it is one of many
developing nations of the post Cold
War era; Japan because of its trade

policies with the United States, and
China because of its emergence as an
economic super power.

Eric stated that the interviews were
fascinating. He thought that each
official was very open and helpful.

The students are compiling the
information they gleaned and are in
the process of preparing a report to
share with others.

Newark Academy Posts
Fall Term Honor Roll

Spring Semester to Begin
On January 24 at Vo-Tech

SCOTCH PLAINS – Day classes
for the spring semester at the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
will begin on Monday, January 24.

Openings are still available on a
full or part-time basis for Automo-
tive Technology; Carpentry-Con-
struction; Culinary Arts; Machine
Technology; Baking; Computer
Aided Drafting and Design, and full-
time Cosmetology.

The class times for all programs,
except Culinary Arts and Cosmetol-
ogy, are 8 to 10:40 a.m. and 12:10 to
2:50 p.m. Culinary Arts will run
from 2 to 4:40 p.m. and 5:10 to 7:50
p.m. Cosmetology will run from noon
to 6:30 p.m. All classes are held
Monday to Friday.

The Auto Technology Program of-
fers Automotive Service Excellence

certification training in engine re-
pair, transmissions, brakes, electri-
cal systems, engine performance,
heating and air conditioning systems,
steering and suspension. The classes
will also offer an introduction to Dy-
namometer inspection training.

Machine Technology offers the
study of electrical discharge machin-
ing, CNC Lathes, CNC Millers and
Computer Aided Drafting and Com-
puter Aided Manufacturing.

Culinary Arts prepares students to
enter the industry as chef, sous chef,
banquet cook or prep cook.

Job placement assistance is pro-
vided upon graduation. Financial aid
is available to eligible applicants.

Applications for the spring semes-
ter may be obtained by calling the Day
Admissions Office at (908) 889-2999.

Newark Academy in Livingston
has announced the names of stu-
dents from Westfield and Scotch
Plains who earned honors for their
academic achievements during the
fall term.

High Honors
Westfield:

Julien Cobert, grade 7
Arti Mattu, grade 9
Emilie Cobert, grade 11
Daniel Ramage, grade 12

Honors
Westfield:

Eric Weinberg, grade 8
Eric Ostrowski, grade 9
John Acquadro, grade 10
Stephanie Forman, grade 10
Mindi Rock, grade 11

Scotch Plains:
Stephanie Brody, grade 10

Winter Open House Planned
At St. Peter’s Prep on Jan. 30

St. Peter’s Preparatory School in
Jersey City will hold its 2000 Winter
Open House on Sunday, January 30,
2000 from noon to 2:30 p.m. at the
school’s campus.

Prospective students and their par-
ents are invited to attend.

Members of the St. Peter’s Prep
faculty and staff, as well as coaches,

students and teachers, will be present
to distribute information and answer
questions about the school, and tours
of the campus and school facilities
will be provided.

Applications for the class of 2004
will also be available at the Open House.

For more information or directions,
please call (201) 547-6420.

Washington Pupils Showcase
New Computer Skills, Talent
WESTFIELD – Students in Karin

Mellina’s fourth-grade class at Wash-
ington Elementary School in
Westfield recently had an opportu-
nity to showcase their newly-acquired
computer skills, as well as their
school’s new computers, at an educa-
tional slide show.

The program was presented to Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. William
J. Foley, Washington Principal Jo-
seph Malanga and parents.

The show, featuring the theme
“Mountain West Region,” included
teams of students who each focused
on one of the six states in the moun-
tain west region of the United States

Over the course of several weeks,

students worked on research gather-
ing and presentation skills using their
four new iMacs, as well as a Power
Mac and various software programs,
all purchased by the school district.

Presenters included Christine
Kandigian, Julia Medzhitova, Dean
Kowalski, Ben Klofta, Ellen Scariati,
Alex Keating, Andy Castrorad, Tay-
lor Carlson, Jessica Campo, Allison
Oberlander, Eric Curialle, Alexandra
Sisto, Emily Bluck, Cassie
Odachowski, Melissa Souto, Zan
Burkey, Danny Markowski, Sean
Sullivan, Neil Fitzpatrick, Matthew
Blutfield, Michael Tannenbaum,
Josefine Eriksson and Hannah
Wharam.

Lori Ellen Barer Named
Degree Candidate

At University of Michigan
WESTFIELD – Lori Ellen Barer of

Westfield has been named a degree
candidate at the University of Michi-
gan in Ann Arbor, Mich.

Lori is expected to graduate with a
Bachelor of Science Degree from the
university’s College of Literature, Sci-
ence and the Arts.

Evan Dornbush Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

SCOTCH PLAINS – Evan
Dornbush of Scotch Plains has been
included on the Dean’s List of honor
students for the 1999 fall semester in
Columbian School of Arts and Sci-
ences at The George Washington Uni-
versity in Washington, D.C.

Evan earned a 3.54 grade point aver-
age in his first semester.

Six More Courses Added
To Spring Roster at Vo-Tech
SCOTCH PLAINS – Due to com-

munity requests, six additional courses
have been added to the number of
offerings available in the upcoming
Spring Evening Session at Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
in Scotch Plains.

Irish Cooking and International

Cuisine will get underway on Thurs-
day, January 27, while Flower Ar-
ranging will commence on Tuesday,
February 8.

Calculations for the National Elec-
tric Code Book Exam will begin on
Wednesday, February 2, preceded on
Monday, January 24, by a course deal-
ing with the National Electric Code
Book No. 2.

Preparation for the New Jersey State
High Pressure Boiler Test will open
on Tuesday, February 1.

Classes will be held one evening
per week at the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools campus lo-
cated at 1776 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains.

Full details on the spring session
offerings is available at (908) 889-
2922 or (908) 889-2914. Registration
may be handled in person or by mail.

Mothers’ Guild Sets
Summer Activities Expo

At Delbarton School
The Delbarton Mothers’ Guild will

host a Summer Activities Expo on
Saturday, February 5, from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. in the Delbarton School gym-
nasium. The snow date will be Sun-
day, February 6.

Boys and girls of all ages, pre-
kindergarten to high school, and their
parents are invited to explore summer
options. These include day and over-
night camps, sports camps, travel and
study at home and abroad, languages,
foreign exchange, arts, music, col-
lege study, computers, special needs,
sailing, biking, wilderness and ad-
venture programs, as well as commu-
nity service.

Representatives from over 50 camps
and programs will attend. Brochures
from more than 75 additional sum-
mer activities will be available.

There is no cost or obligation and the
public is invited to attend. Refresh-
ments will be served. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 221-9211.

Delbarton School is located at 230
Mendham Road, two miles west of
the Morristown Green. Participants
should enter through the West Gate.

Please send all Education
Press Releases to:

michelle@goleader.com

ENDANGERED!…Third- grade pupils at Wilson Elementary School in West-
field recently held an Endangered Species seminar for parents and other
interested adults. The event was a culminating event of a month-long research
project on endangered animals. Pictured, left to right, are: Rebecca Rose,
teacher Beth Friedman, Michael Abbattista and Andy Flood. The students stood
in Tova Felder’s decorated classroom with giant leaves, vines, flowers, trees and
tropical flowers.

Scotch Plains,
Summit, Edison,

Metuchen

time.
“She can check on the youngsters

and make sure they’re working on
what they’re supposed to,” explained
Mr. Ross.

Mrs. Schundler estimated that her
students spend approximately three-
fifths of their time on computer dur-
ing reading. Most reports are now
done on the computers. Not much

math time is spent
on computer
though young-
sters can use
E d u t a i n m e n t
software such as
Math Blaster be-
fore morning
classwork begins.

“Social studies
lends itself more
to Internet ac-
cess,” added Mrs.
Schundler, who is
looking forward
to that connection
as a means of fur-
ther enhancing
the students’ ex-
perience with the
technology.

When asked
why district
schools prefer
Macintosh com-
puters over PC’s,
Ms. Arvay
quickly replied,
“Lifetime techni-
cal support.
Apple is particu-

larly responsive to schools.”
Mr. Ross acknowledged that ev-

eryone involved in creating the class-
room “learned through growing
pains.” The good thing is they can
take what they have learned and
apply it elsewhere in the district as
needed.

COMPUTER LITERATE...Scotch Plains-Fanwood Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Carol B. Choye and a representative from the Miles Hodsson Vernon
Foundation, Robert Thomson, explored some of the new technology which was
made possible from the financial support of the Foundation. The monies were
secured by fourth grade teacher at Brunner Elementary School, Eloise Schundler,
in 1998. Each of her students has their own iMac computer. Special desks, a
laptop computer and large-image projector are also part of the classroom.

Susan M. Dyckman for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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