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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Maryanne Connelly
To be Feted Sunday

At Testimonial Dinner
FANWOOD — A testimonial dinner

will be held this Sunday, January 23, in
recognition of former Mayor Maryanne
S. Connelly’s many years of public ser-
vice to the Borough of Fanwood.

The dinner will be held at L’Affaire,
1099 Route 22, East, in
Mountainside, beginning at 1 p.m.

Mrs. Connelly was elected to a
four-year term as Mayor of Fanwood
in 1995 Prior to that, she was elected
to three consecutive terms on the
Borough Council.

She chose not to run for re-election
this past November so she could con-
centrate on running for a seat in the
United States House of Representa-
tives from the Seventh Congressional
District.

Tickets for the testimonial dinner
are $25 in advance and are available
from the Fanwood Democratic Com-
mittee, P.O. Box 142, Fanwood, 07023.

For more information, please call
(908) 789-7577.

Jon M. Bramnick
1827 East Second Street

Scotch Plains, NJ

908-322-7000

20 Years of Civil Trial & Personal Injury
Law Experience .

Law Offices of

Personal Injury &
Negligence Law

John C Rodriguez

of Counsel Clarence A. Abramson

Jon M. Bramnick
Certified Trial Attorney

Stephanie Ann Mitterhoff

Republican Candidates
For Congress, District 7

To Appear at Forum
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Mountainside Republican Club will
sponsor a candidates’ forum for the
five people vying for the nomination
in the primary election for the Sev-
enth District Congressional seat.

The seat is currently held by Bob
Franks. Mr. Franks is running for the
GOP nomination for the United States
Senate seat currently held by the
retiring Frank Lautenberg.

Each candidate will have the op-
portunity to present his or her views
and a question-and-answer period
will follow.

Among those participating in the
forum will be Michael Ferguson of
Warren, Ken Gardner of Woodbridge,
Tom Kean Jr. of Westfield, Patricia
Walsh of Bound Brook and Assem-
blyman Joel Weingarten of Millburn.

The program will begin promptly
at 7 p.m. in the Borough Council
Chambers of the Mountainside Bor-
ough Hall on Route 22 at New Provi-
dence Road in Mountainside. Inter-
ested Republicans from other com-
munities are invited to attend.

Mr. Ferguson Cites
Record of Fundraising

Letters to the Editor

erations, and I challenged Councilman
Salisbury to produce any kind of expert
testimony identifying speed as a signifi-
cantly culpable factor in those accidents
— as a factor more significant than, say,
lack of appropriate pedestrian caution.

I have yet to hear from the Council-
man, and I must assume he along with the
entire Council, for that matter — is un-
able to furnish the evidence that I have
asked for and that is incumbent upon you
to produce before enacting an ordinance
that will have such a dramatically nega-
tive impact upon the overwhelming ma-
jority of our community.

Second, it is simply absurd to charac-
terize East Broad Street as a residential
street simply because it has houses along
its sides. The roadway was a major county
thoroughfare before it was a “residen-
tial” street, and the present residents of
the street were no doubt entirely cogni-
zant of that fact when they purchased
their homes. And no doubt they modify
their pedestrian behavior accordingly as
well — as they should. They should not,
however, expect the long-established
function of the roadway to be sabotaged
by the town council on their behalf.

Third, the seemingly unimpeachable
notion that pedestrian safety simply needs
to be improved is far more problematic
than might appear. The Councilman, for
instance, asserted that 25 miles per hour
was obviously safer than 35 miles per
hour. I agree. It clearly is. But 15 miles
per hour is safer than 25. Should we thus
lower the limit even further? Perhaps to
10 or even 5 miles per hour?

Obviously, every speed limit must re-
flect not just considerations of absolute
pedestrian safety, but also considerations
of roadway function. We tolerate 55 miles
per hour on Route 22 because Route 22 is
a major federal highway, and we demand
that pedestrians exercise above average
caution to accommodate that fact.

We may even provide special devices
such as pedestrian overpasses to facili-
tate pedestrian activity across the road-
way. But we do not lower the speed limit
to a functionally ineffective level.

The real question, then, is whether 35
miles per hour is a reasonable speed limit
for the function of East Broad Street, and
clearly it is. I defy any of you to make your
next commute to work, for instance — as so
many people do via East Broad Street — at
a steady speed of just 25 miles per hour.

In fact, I defy any of you to travel
consistently throughout every street of
this town at just 25 miles per hour. It is
nearly impossible. I did so as an experi-
ment this past weekend. While I found it
feasible — with exceptionally diligent
application of my brake —  to travel side
streets at this speed, I found it nearly
impossible and counterproductive to do
so on any of the significant thoroughfares
of the town.

On Rahway Avenue, for instance —
which you have already reduced unwisely
to 25 miles per hour — I succeeded in
creating only a half-mile-long line of
angry motorists behind me, many of them
tooting their horns and giving me finger
gestures as they ultimately passed me in
impatience.

While the impact of this kind of strict
civil obedience was certainly comic to me,
it was also dangerous to the community. I
succeeded in simply precipitating risky
behaviors from my fellow motorists, and I
did so because my own behavior thwarted
their most natural — and entirely appro-
priate — vehicular instincts.

The sizable setbacks of the homes on
the roadway and the general absence of
parked cars give drivers exceptionally
unobstructed visibility and allow them
ample time to correct for errors of judg-
ment and for unexpected developments
even at speeds up to 40 and 45 miles per
hour, which speeds the absence of traffic
lights invited as well simply as the prod-
uct of natural momentum.

It would have been far more sensible
— and far safer — for me to have also
recognized the natural conditions and
established function of the roadway —
and to have exceeded the preposterous
25 mile-per-hour speed limit by 10 miles
per hour or so.

Of course, had I done so, I would have
broken the law — on Rahway Avenue—
a road that I know carries a great many
lawbreakers everyday. And I know that
should you succeed in lowering the speed
limit on East Broad Street, that road will
carry even more lawbreakers.

In addition to the same excellent range
of visibility and absence of traffic lights
that characterize Rahway Avenue, East
Broad Street also happens to be an even
more functional thoroughfare — and it
happens to have a sizable downhill slope
proceeding from Springfield Avenue into
the center of town.

The natural momentum of traffic will
lead inevitably to one speeder after an-

other.
In effect, that is, your law will do what

all bad laws do: it will criminalize the
natural and necessary behaviors of citi-
zens. Now some of you may consider this
a desirable effect. More speeders feed
speed traps (exactly of the sort you have
set up all over this town this past year),
and speed traps feed the town coffers
(and insurance companies!) with consid-
erable revenue.

And the revenue makes for a better
balance of town accounts. And a better
balance of accounts makes it easier for
you to stabilize or reduce taxes. And
holding down taxes makes good political
credit to anyone interested in running for
re-selection.

But…such credit does you little good
if its ultimate source — a speed trap —
earns you the anger of your victimized
constituents and the anger of the many
visiting shoppers who patronize our now
thriving central business district.

These victims will ultimately support
a vigorous political opposition to you,
and they will simply decide to avoid
traveling though — and to avoid shop-
ping in — Westfield.

I trust, however, that your proposed
reduction of the speed limit for East
Broad Street is not primarily intended as
a short-sighted revenue scheme. I hope
you are truly motivated by a desire to
improve safety, but if indeed you are, I
can only deduce that your notions of
safety seem to derive entirely from the
perspective of a single vocal community
group (of unknown size) rather than from
a recognition of the broader social use for
East Broad Street — which is, I must
emphasize yet again and again, a major
county thoroughfare.

Please do not turn this town into an-
other hated Kenilworth, with its dishon-
est 25 mile-per-hour Boulevard. I urge
you to defeat the proposed ordinance in
front of you. It is unwise and counterpro-
ductive in the extreme.

If you truly feel the need to address
pedestrian safety on East Broad Street,
proceed first with your study and imple-
mentation of “traffic calming” devices
and designs for the roadway. Make going
25 miles per hour a more natural behav-
ior before you make going 35 miles per
hour a criminal one.

Also give responsible thought to the
enforcement apparatus you will be un-
leashing upon the community. Consider
the unnecessary speed traps that will be
set up around town and the gratuitous
speeding tickets that will be issued more
for the professional advancement or per-
sonal mood of a given police officer than
for true safety.

Remember, after all, that our society
does not — indeed, cannot and should
not — function on a perfectly and con-
stantly enforced system of petty laws.
(Who would want to live in such a police
state in which almost everyone would be
a criminal.)

We need to encourage our police offic-
ers to exercise good judgment and appro-
priate tolerance before they issue a sum-
mons; we should not be inciting them to
civic harassment of an overwhelmingly
law abiding and well behaving citizenry.

Once again, apply some further thought
and common sense to the matter before
you, and keep the speed limit on East
Broad Street as it is — a very reasonable
35 miles per hour.

Robert Cirasa
Westfield

Resident Urges Town Council
To Turn Down 25 Mile-Per-Hour Zone
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WARREN — Michael Ferguson
believes he is gaining momentum in
the race for the Republican nomina-
tion for the Seventh Congressional
District seat being vacated by Bob
Franks. Mr. Franks is running for the
United States Senate.

Focusing on the showing he made
in 1998 in the Sixth Congressional
District race with incumbent Frank
Pallone, the candidate believes he
has proven his ability to raise suffi-
cient funds as well as to produce a
strong campaign organization.

In 1998, Mr. Ferguson was de-
feated by long-time Democrat in-
cumbent, Mr. Pallone, by 17 percent-
age points and some 22,000 votes.

An educator and small business-
man, Mr. Ferguson, 30, is the Founder
and President of Strategic Education
Initiatives Inc., an educational con-
sulting firm.

He is also an adjunct instructor of
political science at Brookdale Com-
munity College in Lincroft. He is a
graduate of the Delbarton School and
the University of Notre Dame from
which he holds a bachelor’s degree

in government and a Master of Pub-
lic Policy Degree with a specializa-
tion in education policy from
Georgetown University in Washing-
ton D.C.

“As a teacher and educator I’ve
always had a passion for education
and improving our schools and noth-
ing brings that home more than hav-
ing your own kids,” says the father of
two and new resident of Warren. The
candidate once taught at an inner-
city high school in the Bronx.

Mr. Ferguson said that in Union
County, “People are responding to
our message. We are running an ag-
gressive campaign to get our mes-
sage out.”

Mr. Ferguson said his campaign
has already raised $400,000.

“That’s more than all the other
candidates combined,” he added.

Mr. Ferguson has gone to the air
waves with his first radio ad and has
come out with a direct mail piece.

The candidate’s platform centers
on cutting taxes, tax and education
reform and preserving both Social
Security and Medicare. He referred
to the Internal Revenue Service as an
“abomination.”

He said New Jerseyans pay 40 per-
cent of their gross wages in taxes, a
figure the candidate has said is far
too high.

The candidate favors cutting in-
come and capital gains taxes and
eliminating the marriage and inher-
itance taxes. Mr. Ferguson said Con-
gress needs to help families by reduc-
ing government spending and fed-
eral regulations.

“I think America’s best years lie
ahead of us if we can relieve (fami-
lies) of higher taxes and excessive
government spending and regula-
tions,” the candidate stated.

Meanwhile, Mr. Ferguson said he
expects to continue to build on his
momentum.

Mr. Ferguson is one of a long list of
GOP challengers for Mr. Franks’
seat in the House of Representatives.
The list includes Thomas Kean, Jr.,
the son of the former Governor and
one-time Washington aide to Mr.
Franks; Assemblyman Joel
Weingarten; Patrick Morrissey, a
former aide to Congressman Tho-
mas Blihey (R-VA); former
Woodbridge City Council President
and ex-fire chief, Ken Gardner, and
Green Brook Mayor Patricia Walsh.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON – Governor Christine
Todd Whitman was expected to sign
legislation this week to create a three-
year statute of limitations on the col-
lection of fines from outstanding park-
ing tickets. However, as of press time,
the Governor had not yet signed the
bill into law.

The legislation, A-1772, was spon-
sored by Assemblyman Alan M. Au-
gustine (R-22nd) of Scotch Plains
and co-sponsored by Assembly-
woman Joan Quigley (D-32nd).

Nancy Malool, Legislative Aide
for Mr. Augustine, explained that the
bill has been amended to eliminate
language that waived the require-
ment for notification by the Division
of Motor Vehicles of drivers who
have failed to respond to three sepa-
rate parking tickets.

Ms. Malool said Assemblyman
Augustine felt this language had
nothing to do with the intent of the
bill, which was aimed at stopping
municipalities from attempting to
collect fines dating back over a de-
cade. The law only applies to tickets
for which a town has failed to make
any effort within three years to col-
lect the fine. If a bench warrant or a
suspension of their driver’s license
has been issued, the ticket will re-
main active

*  *  *  *  *
TRENTON — Governor Whitman

has signed legislation to require
health care facilities to use safety
needles and integrated safety-en-
hanced sharp devices for medical
procedures. The bill, A-3546, was
sponsored by Assemblyman August-
ine, Assemblywoman Barbara W.
Wright (R-14th), Senators Joseph F
Vitale (D-19th), John O. Bennett (R-
12th), Jack Sinagra (R-18th), Diane
B. Allen (R-7th) and Peter A. Inverso
(R-14th).

The Commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Health and Senior Services
(DHSS) will establish a date upon
which the bill would apply to pre-

filled syringes. The Commissioner
will also develop evaluation criteria
that will be used in selecting specific
needles and other sharp devices to be
used.

If a safety needle is not available
for a specific patient use, another
needle or safety-enhanced sharp de-
vice may be used until products with
the safety attachments are available.
In addition, each health care facility
must establish an evaluation com-
mittee to select needles and other
sharp devices, according to the crite-
ria established by the DHSS.

The new law also requires:
• That a record be kept of all needle

stick injuries and incidents reported
to the DHHS.

• Establishment of a procedure for
health care professionals to request a
waiver to use a needle that is not a
safety selected by the facility.

• That a health care professional
is permitted to use a needle that is not
a selected safety needle if the safety
needle may have a negative impact
on patient safety or the success of a
medical procedure.

*  *  *  *  *
TRENTON — Citing transporta-

tion as one of his top economic pri-
orities, State Senate President Donald
T. DiFrancesco (R-22nd) last month
called on county officials and leaders
to support his proposed plan for re-
newing and reforming the state’s
Transportation Trust Fund (TTF).

Speaking before the Union County
Freeholders’ Economic Development
Conference, Senator DiFrancesco
explained that legislation introduced
in December would authorize a four-
year, $4-billion program designed to
relieve traffic congestion and restore
the fiscal integrity of the TTF with-
out raising taxes.

Renee Trabert, Senator
DiFrancesco’s Legislative Aide, said
Mr. DiFrancesco has pre-filed the
bill for the new legislative session,
which began Tuesday. The Senate,
meanwhile, has begun the second
half of its current four-year session.

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

Jardim and the Town Council, dated
December 30.

Mr. Jeremiah said he would not
issue any further comments until the
Town Council has had a chance to
discuss the proposed policy. Mayor
Jardim said he expects the council to
formerly act on the policy, assigned
to the Laws and Rules Committee,
within a month.

Mayor Jardim referred to the pro-
posed policy as an “anti revolving
door ordinance” that fits in well “with
the package of good government
things we are looking to do.” This
past year, the council approved new
laws to ban political fundraising on
government property and to require
request for proposals for all profes-
sional service agreements.

The mayor noted that “there was a
concern” regarding some of the cases
brought before the Planning Board
by Mr. Brandt. He emphasized,
though, that he was giving the former
town attorney “the benefit of the
doubt” since Mr. Brandt had built up
many contacts in his years with the
town.

Citing the Local Government Eth-
ics Law for New Jersey, adopted in
1991, Mr. Jeremiah stated in his
memorandum that state statute says
“no independent local authority” shall
permit a “former member of that
authority to represent, appear or ne-
gotiate on behalf of or any party

before that authority” for one year
following their termination or em-
ployment.

“While not directly binding upon
an attorney, it seems to me that the
intent of the law would be fulfilled by
asking the Town Attorney, Planning
Board Attorney and Zoning Board
Attorney to wait one year after their
employment before representing a
client in any matter involving a local
board or the Town Council,” Mr.
Jeremiah stated.

He said that the restriction “would
presumably be sufficient to eliminate
the appearance of impropriety and a
concern by members of the public
that they would have an unfair disad-
vantage if they are involved in a
matter where the attorney who is
their adversary is perceived to have
inside information or undue influ-
ence with members of the board who
are making the decision.”

One-Year Rule Considered
For Former Town Attorneys
Who Appear Before Boards
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