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Weichert President Extends Thanks
For Gifts Donated During Toy Drive

By MARTIN L. MARKS
Serving on the Scotch Plains Town-

ship Council for three years has given
me the opportunity to see first-hand
what really makes our town work.

To a large extent, the professional
staff and employees of the municipality
are the ones responsible for the efficient
manner in which Scotch Plains func-
tions. Also, it must be said that Scotch
Plains would not be where it is today
without the numerous volunteers that
serve on the various committees, boards
and commissions within local govern-
ment, and those that serve outside of
government in the community at-large.

I would like to take this opportunity
to recognize two such volunteer groups
that provide us with the most important
service imaginable: They keep us safe!

For the last three years, I have had the
privilege of serving as the council liai-
son to the Scotch Plains Volunteer Fire
Department (SPFD). In my capacity as
liaison, my interaction with the depart-
ment has mainly been with Chief
Jonathan Ellis and the officers elected
by their fire fighter peers. I always
wanted a greater involvement with all
the firefighters, and continually bad-
gered the chief for my own emergency
pager.

Sure enough, at the last SPFD holi-
day party, I was presented with my
wish. After some initial battery prob-
lems, I was up and running and ready to
respond soon after the new year.

The first two calls were not very
exciting other than the fact that no one
could believe that I responded to the
burnt cookies call on Cooper Road at 1
a.m. one Sunday. However, later that
day I was able to see our fire fighters
spring into action on an actual fire call
on the south side. No structure was
actually on fire, yet a leaf and brush fire
was burning out of control dangerously
close to a garage that housed a couple of
very expensive automobiles.

The resident was understandably con-
cerned, yet his fears were soon quelled
as he and I watched our fire fighting
team act with speed and precision to
douse the flames. Everyone knew his
role and manipulated the equipment in
a manner that exemplified profession-
alism and proved expertise. I walked
away from that call with not only an
adrenaline rush, but also a great sense
of pride to be associated with these
volunteers. Invariably, that next call
will come, and I’ll be there to watch
“my guys” (and gal…sorry Carolyn)
protecting our community.

Unlike the Fire Department, the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is totally
independent from municipal govern-
ment. They rely on the generosity of the
community to fund ambulances, equip-
ment and materials necessary to serve
our residents. One of my first duties as
Mayor was to swear in the officers of
the Rescue Squad at their annual instal-

ORDEAL
A real test of character
If you think you have had a tough

day, or a rough ordeal, listen to the
origins of this word from merry old
England about 800 A.D.

Medieval courts used a judicial
concept called “trial by ordal.” This
was a painful method of determining
a person’s guilt or innocence. If the
accused could carry a red hot iron in
his bare hand, or plunge his hand
into boiling water without flinching,
he was innocent!

They apparently believed that if a
person was innocent, he was consid-
ered to be devinely protected from
physical danger. So, the best advice
for someone subjected to an ordeal in
those days was to keep out of hot
water, and if you can’t, better grin
and bear it!The Time May be Right to Combine Efforts

In Multi-Municipality Animal Control Effort
There has been a small, but festering problem in

Scotch Plains in recent weeks that should bother
Township taxpayers, and Union County residents, in
general. While the cost of animal control services,
which involves removing strays and dead animals, is
just a small portion of a municipality’s total budget,
local taxpayers deserve to know that their money is
being earmarked the proper way.

In recent weeks, a number of complaints have been
aired about the operations of Garden State Kennels,
a Stirling-based company that has handled animal
control for Scotch Plains for several years, and has
also performed this service for a number of other
towns in the county. An animal rights group has
complained that the kennel has used a long-banned
drug to euthanize dogs and cats. Other concerns
center around whether the kennel has euthanized
unadopted strays too quickly. The State Department
of Health also investigated Garden State Kennels for
health violations.

Last month, in the midst of all this criticism, the
Scotch Plains Township Council discussed the con-
troversies and then decided to go ahead and extend its
contract with Garden State Kennels for one month,
through the end of January, because no suitable
alternative could be located in time. Whether Scotch
Plains should have intensified its efforts — and at an
earlier date than the eleventh hour — to avoid dealing
with, and paying, a company whose operations were
clouded by controversy may be a moot point soon.
After all, the township government appears to be
trying again to secure a new animal control contract
with a different organization.

Associated Humane Societies, with whom Scotch
Plains is talking, has done work in the past for

Westfield, Mountainside and Cranford, and, accord-
ing to Scotch Plains Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins, has received praise from all three towns for its
work. Let’s hope a new animal control arrangement
can be worked out soon so that any contracting with a
company with a cloud hanging over it can be avoided,
and township residents can be assured that their tax
dollars are being spent wisely and not just for the sake
of convenience.

The animal control problem is not just a Scotch
Plains problem, however. Other area towns have
reported problems of their own in recent years, includ-
ing separate animal rights activists’ concerns about
Garden State Kennels. Given these problems, and the
expense involved —as much as $20,000 per munici-
pality —perhaps it’s time to take a fresh look at a
county-based animal control program. Several years
ago, such a proposal was offered, but little progress
was made because municipalities in Union County did
not want to pay for a county-wide facility.

Obviously, a number of issues would have to be
settled prior to a county takeover of animal control
efforts. Chief among them would be where to house an
animal shelter and adoption facility that would be
needed to serve Union County’s half-million residents.
In addition, answers would be needed as to how large
such a facility would be, the number of employees,
including veterinarians, necessary, and, of course, the
cost.

Once the total expense of animal control is spread
out evenly among the 21 municipalities in Union
County, it’s highly probable that having the county
take charge of this problem would result in lower
overall animal control costs for everyone, and fewer
headaches for local government officials.

From the Desk of Scotch Plains
Mayor  Martin L. Marks

Volunteers Like Fire, Rescue Squad
Make Township Strong Community

lation dinner last week. It is not unusual
for a guest at these dinners to get the
sense that this group of volunteers func-
tions as family.

Certainly, one could gain this im-
pression by the fact that we see hus-
band/wife, parent/child and sibling
teams on the rescue squad. However it
is much more than that. Their sense of
history of the squad and their solemn
dedication to Scotch Plains residents
and each other is quite apparent as the
ceremony proceeds and the year’s ac-
tivities are recounted.

Even though I have already seen the
rescue squad in action, as they responded
to a call in my home several years ago, I
suppose it is only fitting that I make a
formal request for one of their emer-
gency pagers to add to my collection.

So, what’s my real purpose in writing
this article? Is it to publicly thank these
two fine organizations and convey the
town’s gratitude for their missions of
bravery and mercy? I suppose that is
part of it.

More importantly, I hope that this is
the first step in an attempt to instill a
sense of excitement and enthusiasm in
the community so more residents will
step forward and volunteer to become
members of these indispensable orga-
nizations. Please call me or Fire Chief
Ellis at the Municipal Building (908)
322-6700 or the Rescue Squad (908)
322-2103 to get an application and
information. Your friends, family and
neighbors are counting on you!

*  *  *  *  *
Martin L. Marks was sworn in as

Mayor of the Township of Scotch Plains
January 2.

Letters to the Editor

We wish to express our sincere appre-
ciation for the many gifts donated to the
21st Annual Weichert, Realtors Toy Drive
to benefit needy children.

The kindhearted generosity of the pub-
lic this year helped us brighten the holi-
day season for many underprivileged
children and made this year’s toy drive
the most successful ever! Thousands of
toys were collected at our 200 offices and
distributed to local charities in Connecti-

cut, Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey,
New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia and
Washington, D.C.

We extend our warmest thanks to the
people of the greater metropolitan area,
and your community, for their continued
support.

James M. Weichert
President

Weichert Realtors

NJ Veterans of Foreign Wars Pleased
By Group Cooperation in Passing Bill
The New Jersey Veterans of Foreign

Wars is extremely pleased that the Gov-
ernor, State Legislature and veterans
came to a resolution that enabled a new
bill to be passed granting sales tax ex-
empt status to veterans’ organizations

and National Guard associations.
The 11th-hour agreement would not

have been possible without the full sup-
port of the New Jersey Senate and Gen-
eral Assembly. On behalf of veterans
across the state, I thank the members of
the State Legislature for standing shoul-
der-to-shoulder with us on this issue.

A very special thank you is extended to
the sponsors of these measures in both
chambers. It’s truthful to say that without
the leadership of 9th District legislators,
Senator Leonard T. Connors, Jr. and As-
semblymen Jeff Moran and Chris Connors,
veterans would have suffered a defeat.

Veterans didn’t quit serving the na-
tion when they hung up their uniform.
They continue to serve by helping the
needy and contributing to the welfare of
their local community. The signing of
this bill will now free up precious orga-
nizational resources that will translate
into more assistance to needy veterans,
additional community service projects
and programs, and other charitable
causes.

Thank you Governor Whitman and
Members of the State Legislature.

Michael H. Wysong
VFW State Legislative Director

Resident Hopes Partisanship Ceases
At Westfield Town Council Meetings
As an 11-year resident of Westfield, I

decided to begin the new millennium by
attending January 4’s “State of the Town”
council meeting. I wanted to show my
support for Mayor Tom Jardim. Through
Mayor Jardim’s initiative, our crosswalks
are safer, our speed limit should soon be
safer, downtown is thriving, the train
station looks great and if the Town Coun-
cil can put aside their partisan feelings,
we will finally get a tasteful parking
deck.

What should have been a peaceful pre-
sentation of appointments turned into a
petty, one-sided tug-of-war. I’ve always
felt, as have so many people I have spoken
with, that a small town has no room for
gratuitous partisanship. We should all be
working together towards what is best for
our town. I believe Tom Jardim has made
great strides to cross these political barri-
ers. In fact, many of my Republican friends
crossed party lines to vote Mayor Jardim
into office last year.

They feel their decision was rewarded
in the aforementioned ways. What we all
feel so strongly is that Mayor Jardim is
one of us, he’s very approachable, has
Westfield’s best interests at heart and is
working hard to make us proud of the
wonderful town we have all chosen to
raise our families.

The display of childish politicking I
witnessed during January 4’s Town Coun-
cil meeting, quite frankly, sickened me.
I was sad to hear that volunteer Dave
Judd lost his post on the Downtown
Westfield Corporation Board of Direc-
tors board simply due to political
cronyism. The fact that he was doing an
outstanding job became insignificant.
How sad is that? The recreation commit-
tee lost Sal Antonelli as a member for the
same reason.

The Mayor expressed sadness and re-
gret that the committee was unable to
abide by their bi-partisan installation
promise to make decisions based purely
on the town’s best interest. It gave all of
us great pause to think. When given the
opportunity to follow the Republicans
down this slippery slope with the contin-
ued appointment of Janis Fried Weinstein
to the same committee, the Democrats
chose the higher ground by voting her in
unanimously. Sal Antonelli should have
been granted the same courtesy.

A heated debate transpired over the
appointment of Town Attorney, William
Jeremiah, based upon what a certain
Republican member called “due process.”
He chose to abstain while the balance of
the council voted unanimously to con-
firm the appointment. The banter proved
only to waste valuable time. The ap-
pointment of Judge William L. Brennan
threatened to take the same turn had it
not been for the strength of Jim Gruba to
vote his conscience. Thank you, Mr.
Gruba, for allowing yourself to honor
good common sense.

I heard a lot of rational and construc-
tive comments. There was a lot of “Let’s
move on”, “Let’s work together” com-

ing from the Democrats. They seemed
to have a strong desire to work in the
town’s interest and compromise when
possible. I would like to see us work on
getting along with our fellow man for
the greater good whether they are Re-
publican, Democrat or Independent. I
suggest everyone attend a Town Coun-
cil meeting or watch one on channel 36.
I believe you will draw the same conclu-
sions. The articles in the paper often
seem one-sided. This was the way I
witnessed the events of the Tuesday,
January 4 meeting unfold.

We would all be the richer for listen-
ing more and quibbling less.

Nina Rosenberg
Westfield

Westfielder Suggests Libraries
Take Lesson From Big Book Stores

It is a cold January holiday Monday
afternoon and most public libraries are
closed. Children and parents who could
be spending some quality time searching
the stacks together are locked out of our
town’s resources.

Commuting adults can only return
books to a big metal return bid as they,
too, are restricted from the access to the
documents they have funded with their
tax dollars.

Yet, a visit to the big, friendly book-
stores with coffee shops, abundant maga-
zines and a huge selection of books is
open. Children are curled up in corners
tasting newly discovered classics. Par-
ents are thumbing though cook books and

sailors are finding new uses for old knots.
The retail book industry has learned to

adjust their hours to the needs of their
customers. But their choice of hours are
directly related to the marketplace they
serve. Perhaps our libraries could learn
from their marketing research.

Creative administration and leader-
ship is needed to adjust the library hours
of operations to the needs of the largest
number of citizens. Two-hour delayed
openings for four days during a holiday
week could give the public eight hours of
library service on our cold winter holi-
days.

Brendan P. Culligan
Westfield

Fanwood Resident Does Not Like
What She’s Seeing in Local Politics

As a resident of Fanwood and con-
cerned about our local government, I
always read the many relevant articles
appearing in your newspaper.

This past year, during the Fanwood
Republican primaries, and then again,
during the November Mayoral election,
there were letters written in your paper
and literature distributed door-to-door that
I considered to be disparaging and mud
slinging. Most of it was directed toward
Adele Kenny and Daniel P. Valentino,
3rd, who were political opponents of our
now Mayor, Louis C. Jung.

These letters and flyers, I understand,
were the output from a Wilfred P.
Coronato, who was Mr. Jung’s campaign
manager.

I pictured Mr. Coronato as a possibly
grizzled, old curmudgeon, well versed in the
backroom politico arena, frustrated at the
system and fed up from extended exposure
to politics. Like a James Carville wannabe.

However, in your December 31, 1999
edition you published an article that opened

my eyes. In the article on Mr. Coronato,
with an accompanying photo, you noted
him to be a young and intelligent lawyer,
who graduated magna cum laude and Phi
Beta Kappa from Catholic University.
Based on his past campaign literature,
this only disappoints me further.

The final piece of the puzzle was set in
place, when in that article, it was stated
that Mayor-elect Jung “Tapped Mr.
Coronato as the Attorney for Fanwood.”
Then, at the end of the article you stated,
“The proposed change simply reflects
the privilege of a governing body major-
ity.”

Ah, the plum of a job well done and the
$100-plus per hour pay that goes with it.
Just one more example of how far we’ve
lapsed from a system of honest public
service based on the desire to better our
communities, to a system based on greed
and the buying and selling of political
favors.

Kris Adams
Fanwood

Letters to the Editor

John Walsh’s Relaxed, Calm Demeanor
Will Be Missed on Westfield Town Council

In 1996, Democrats in Westfield pulled off what
many political observers considered a stunning vic-
tory. The victory brought Thomas C. Jardim to the
Mayor’s office and Lawrence A. Goldman and John
J. Walsh to the Town Council. Just after three years of
working together with the rest of the governing body,
Mr. Walsh last week decided he had to put his family
first and, thus, tendered his resignation to the Mayor.

Throughout his term on the council Mr. Walsh has
been a constant and deliberate worker, often scheduling
meetings of the Public Works Committee, for which he
chaired, while regularly attending Recreation Com-
mission meetings, for which he served as the Council
Liaison. He also served on the Council Liaison Com-
mittee to the Westfield Board of Education.

The former councilman brought a sense of
statemanship to the governing body with his relaxing
and calm demeanor on the dais. It was evident,
though, that his job as a maritime attorney in New
York City, along with his council duties, left little or
no spare time. Something obviously had to give.
When choosing between the Town Council and his
family, there simply was no debate. Family had to be
his first priority.

Mr. Walsh has left a legacy on the council. He has

helped the council develop a sound policy in relation
to the paving of municipal thoroughfares. After a road
has been rejected on three occasions for inclusion in
the state’s Transportation Trust Fund (TTF), it now
goes on the list of streets for inclusion in the town’s
annual $150,000 road improvement budget plan. This
budget is separate from TTF and Community Devel-
opment Block Grant funds, which the town receives
annually.

Mr. Walsh also lead the Public Works committee
during an open forum which, in the end, resulted in a
far less ambitious parking plan for Tamaques Park.
The original plan of 82 spaces was reduced to 19.

When it comes down to it, regardless of party
affiliation, the council works together as a team. Only
a handful of votes each year are partisan in nature. Mr.
Walsh has often been able to say the right thing during
some stressful times at council meetings to calm his
council colleagues. His personality reminds us of Jim
Hely, the former long-time Councilman, and veteran
Republican Councilman James J. Gruba.

While the council will go on with its business, there
is no doubt that Mr. Walsh’s presence in the Council
Chambers will be missed by members of both political
parties. We wish him well.

Resident Urges Westfield Town Council to Turn Down
New 25 Mile-Per-Hour Zone on East Broad Street

Editor’s Note: This letter was also
read into the record during the Decem-
ber 21 meeting of the Westfield Town
Council.

*  *  *  *  *
Your plan to reduce the speed limit for

East Broad Street from 35 to 25 miles per
hour is astonishingly ill conceived, and I
urge you to abandon it.

Since the Town of Westfield’s recent
study of traffic on East Broad Street
indicates that the current speed limit of
35 miles per hour is being properly ob-
served by motorists, who now travel at an
average speed of 33 miles per hour (with
the great majority traveling at just 36
miles per hour), I must presume that your
intention is not simply to reduce exces-
sively fast traffic by a relative 10 miles
per hour — say from 45 to 35 — but to
reduce all traffic, in fact, to an actual 25
miles per hour. This idea lacks all com-
mon sense.

Do you really mean to make the speed
limit for East Broad Street — a county
highway that carries 16,000 vehicles a
day — the same as the speed limit for
residential side streets and cul-de-sacs?

In a previous conversation with me,
Councilman Carl A. Salisbury (reflect-
ing the deliberations of the Council as a
whole) argued East Broad Street is, in-
deed, a residential street and that how-
ever absurd this characterization may

seem to me, it is necessary to improve
pedestrian safety on East Broad Street;
he also referred to the two unfortunate
pedestrian fatalities of a year or so ago as

evidence of this need.
First, these two pedestrian fatalities

have often been mentioned in your delib-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5


