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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

600 North Avenue, East • Westfield • (908) 233-0393www.amtire.com

TIRES
Foreign, Domestic & Light Truck • Free Mounting, Disposal & Lifetime Rotation

SERVICE
State-Of-The-Art Service Center • Brakes • Alignments • Shocks/Struts • Exhausts

Manufacturers Recommended Services (30k/60k/90k) • Oil Changes
NJ State Inspections

SATISFACTION
Free Pickup & Delivery • After Hours Key Drop

Clean, Comfortable Waiting Lounge • All Major Credit Cards Accepted

FREE
Pick-up &

Drop Off At
 Home, Work

or Train

2-YEAR NJ
INSPECTION

NO Lines • NO Wasted Time
plus FREE Tire Rotation
Call Today for Your Appointment

Oil Change Special Disc Brake Reline
• Install New Brake Pads on Front Axle

• Bleed Hydraulic System as Needed
• Check & Adjust Rear Brakes

$89.95
Save $20

Lifetime Pads Available
 • Semi-Metallic Pads $20 Extra

 • Hub-Type Rotors Extra
• Offer Valid For Most Cars

Bronze Service ................. $18.95
Silver Service ................... $28.95
Gold Service ..................... $38.95

Basic 10W30 – Check all fluids, lube chassis

Semi-Syntheic 5W30 – Fill all fluids, lube chassis

Full-Syntheic 5W30 – Fill all fluids, lube chassis

All Levels Include a FREE Safty Inspection

Valid For Most Cars & Trucks • Can’t be combined with any other offer

speed@westfieldnj.com 908-654-4100 (24 hrs)
http://westfieldnj.com

• No More Dialing • Internet Using TV Cable
• No More Busy Signals • Instantaneous Connection
• No More Phone Lines • 3 E-Mail Addresses

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

Union County Caucus Looking
To Attract Women of Both Parties

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT — Dormant for many
years, the Women’s Political Caucus
(WPC) of Union County has reorga-
nized under new leadership.

The multi-partisan organization is
dedicated to the election and appoint-
ment of women to all levels of gov-
ernment. The WPC-NJ is an affiliate
of the National Women’s Political
Caucus, a group that was founded in
1971.

Newly-installed Caucus President
Carol Cohen of Westfield said her
goals include enabling the group to
“help pro-choice women of all par-
ties be elected to public office.”

“We have made great advance-
ments in the last 21 years but we have
certainly not gotten to the position
that we need to be to have represen-
tation commensurate with our num-
bers,” she said in her speech at last
week’s inauguration of officers.

Her goal is that the Caucus, which
will meet the first Monday of every
other month at venues throughout
the county, “can help women become
more involved in the political pro-
cess, whether that be getting ap-
pointed to advisory boards, getting
appointed to government positions
on the state and local level or just
becoming more politically astute. In
this way they can make their views
known and voices heard and impact
the decision-making process.”

Ms. Cohen, who ran for Westfield
Town Council 21 years ago and who
served on the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders for two years, is
the first woman to serve as County
Counsel.

Elizabeth Cornwell of Linden, who
was sworn in as Secretary, said she
was excited about the opportunity to
be active in the organization.

“I just thought this would be a
great opportunity to work with a lot
of women who I have a lot of respect
for,” said Mrs. Cornwell, who has

served as Chief of Staff for the past
nine years for Assemblyman Richard
H. Bagger (R-22nd).

She said the Caucus’ membership
focuses on women who have previ-
ous political experience and others
who might consider elective office in
the future.

The Caucus wants to change the
tide that currently shows New Jersey
as a dismal 40th out of the 50 states
in terms of women holding positions
with legislative responsibilities.

“I would have thought we would be
more proactive than that,” Mrs.
Cornwell stated.

Prior to joining Mr. Bagger’s of-
fice, Mrs. Cornwell worked for former
Republican Assemblymen Peter
Genova and Chuck Hardwick. Both
have retired from political office and
no longer reside in the state.

The goal of the Caucus is to get
women more active in government
both by voting and in running for
political office, as well as volunteer-
ing on various committees.

“We are trying to give (women)
moral support and encouragement to
get active, not just in politics, but to
consider getting appointed to state
and county commissions,” Mrs.
Cornwell explained.

Overall, the group offers a “spirit
of bi-partisanship” which encourages
women to get involved regardless of
their political affiliation.

“This (reorganization of the Cau-
cus) is just the beginning,” Mrs.
Cornwell stated.

Claire Lazarowitz of Westfield,
who is serving as Publicity Chair-
woman, described the group as a
“multi-partisan organization.” With
only 30 women listed as members,
she said that through publicity and
“word of mouth,” the Caucus leader-
ship hopes to “revitalize” the Union
County chapter.

Ms. Lazarowitz, appointed this
week to a vacancy on the Westfield
Town Council, said one of her goals

is to attract younger women into the
organization, an effort she believes
will help popularize the Union County
chapter.

In addition to Ms. Cohen, Mrs.
Cornwell and Ms. Lazarowitz, the
officer slate includes the President of
the Summit City Council, P. Kelly
Hatfield, Vice President; special as-
sistant to Union County Manager
Michael Lapolla, Brenda King of
Plainfield, Treasurer; Past President
of the National Organization for
Women, Mariann Mann of Union,
Parliamentarian; Summit Council-
woman Cindy Martin, Program Chair-
woman; Union County Clerk and
President of the New Jersey Women’s
Political Caucus, Joanne Rajoppi, State
Delegate, and Program Development
Specialist for Women’s Services of
New Jersey, Elizabeth Cox of Sum-
mit, Alternate State Delegate. Ms.
Cox also serves as Associate Chair-
woman of the Union County Republi-
can Committee.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
NEWLY INSTALLED…New Officers of the Union County Chapter of the Women’s Political Caucus are shown following
an installation ceremony last week at the Summit City Hall. Pictured, left to right, are: Joanne Rajoppi, State Delegate;
Elizabeth Cox, Alternate State Delegate; Claire Lazarowitz, Publicity Chairwoman; P. Kelly Hatfield, Vice President;
Carol Cohen, President; Cindy Martin, Programming Chairwoman; Elizabeth Cornwell, Secretary, and Brenda King,
Treasurer.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
MADAM PRESIDENT…Joanne Rajoppi, left, President of the New Jersey
Women’s Political Caucus, congratulates Union County Counsel Carol Cohen of
Westfield following Ms. Cohen’s installation as President of the Union County
Chapter of the Women’s Political Caucus.

Mountainside BOE Preliminary School Budget
Shows Three Percent Hike Over Last Year

By SONIA V. OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
previewed its preliminary budget
Tuesday for 2000-2001 and how it
will advance education in the district
in the new century.

The preliminary budget, presented
by District Administrator Frances
Tolly, showed a 3 percent increase
from the previous spending plan.

The figures, according to Mrs.
Tolly, were compiled from a state-
mandated formula based on the 1997
Ceifa Law. The formula adds a figure
known as distance learning to the
previous year’s budget, which is then
multiplied by 3 percent. The total
equals the cap for the upcoming school
budget.

The new cap for the 2000-2001
school year is $9,019,948, according
to Mrs. Tolly.

“We operate from a zero base when
we first work on the budget, which
means we take nothing into consider-
ation in regards to state aid or sur-
plus. We won’t know what we get
from the state until the end of Febru-
ary,” Mrs. Tolly added.

The previous year’s budget is re-
viewed and each account is consid-
ered to determine where over-spend-
ing or under-spending for the district
may have occurred, Mrs. Tolly re-
vealed.

Board members were not discour-
aged by the 3 percent increase. Board
member Frank Geiger commented,
“it’s nice to see that we are doing
more educational programs and some
maintenance.”

For the 2000-2001 school year, the
district hired three new school teach-
ers, which was included in the budget

figures.
Deerfield School added a fourth-

grade teacher, a social science teacher
and a science teacher, according to
the report.

“There are certain prices which
are fixed, such as teachers’ salaries,
benefits, and the students going to
Berkeley Heights,” remarked Chief
School Administrator Gerard
Schaller. “Where are our major pri-
orities? It’s a very awkward situation
and it gets tighter every year.”

Board President Patricia said she
was quite pleased with the results of
the budget.

“I liked all the increases. We hired
three new staff positions. Good things
are happening and it’s a good job
from faculty and the administration,”
Mrs. Taeschler said.

In his report, Dr. Schaller gave an
update on an ongoing feasibility
study being conducted by a
Somerville-based architectural firm,
Jordan & Peace, which was hired
last year to assess where current
space can be condensed or expanded
to accommodate additional pro-
grams incorporated into the school’s
curriculum.

“This is a good initiative,” added
Mrs. Taeschler, who explained that

the demand for additional class-
room space is program-driven.
“Students are learning from these
programs.”

According to Dr. Schaller, the fea-
sibility study suggested that extra
space could be obtained by combin-
ing smaller areas, eliminating walls
which serve as partitions, dividing
office space or renovate a former
kitchen area.

However, Dr. Schaller noted that
he did not want to uproot the music
department at Deerfield School for
additional space. The school is cur-
rently using two trailer-like class-
room modules to supplement its regu-
lar classroom space.

Currently, the former Beechwood
School, which is being leased by the

Morris-Union Jointure Commission
and the Union County Education
Services Commission, may be an
option for additional classroom space
in Mountainside.

Regarding Dr. Schaller’s District
Strategic Plan, a homework hot-line
or a Web site is being considered to
replace the existing homework
agenda.

Agendas are used to keep track of
students’ homework and for parents
to be aware of what is being assigned
for homework.

In other news, board member Ri-
chard Kress was honored with the
Humanitarian Award from the Union
County Educational Service Foun-
dation, which will be presented at a
spring dinner.


