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Arts & Entertainment

Theatre Review

On The Beat Livingston Taylor Gears Up
For Benefit Performance

Sponsored by Westfield Jaycees

Livingston Taylor

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Jay-
cees announce the return of
Livingston Taylor for a benefit con-
cert at the Westfield High School
auditorium on Saturday, February
5, at 8 p.m.

The concert proceeds will
benefit the high school’s
Boys’ Ice Hockey and Girls’
Lacrosse teams, as well as
Jaycee community projects.

This event marks the third
annual Jaycee concert. Tay-
lor also performed in Octo-
ber 1998 and last year’s fea-
tured artist was Roger
McGuinn, the founder of
The Byrds.

Taylor’s unique style of
performing has won him a
consistent following. In ad-
dition to performing live
shows and writing music
throughout the country, he
teaches stage performance
as a professor at Berklee
College of Music in Boston.

The younger brother of
James Taylor, he has re-
corded a new album, “Snap-
shot,” which he will sell along
with a variety of some of his past
albums.

The sports teams which will
benefit from the concert are self-
funded teams. They do not re-
ceive funding from the school.

Tickets are available from team
and Jaycee members and also at
Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery and Music
Staff, both of Westfield.

The Jaycees are a group of local

individuals volunteering time and
effort toward the betterment of
the community.

In addition to the February con-
cert, the Jaycees will hold the An-

nual BMW Raffle Dinner-Dance
on Saturday, April 29, at Temple
Emanu-El. The reverse raffle will
feature a 2000 Z-3 Roadster and is
limited to 400 tickets. These tick-
ets are available from Jaycee mem-
bers.

For more information about
these events, please call the Jaycee
hotline at (908) 232-5123 or visit
http://www.westfieldnj.com/
jaycees.

AFRICAN LANDSCAPE...Local resident and artist Jennifer Garron
snapped this brilliant photograph of Victoria Falls at Victoria Falls
National Park in Zimbabwe, Africa while participating as a visit-
ing student at Maun Senior Secondary School in Botswana. Ms.
Garron featured her artwork in the National Gallery where she
received wide acclaim. The falls, which lie on the Zambia-Zimba-
bwe border are considered a Natural Wonder of the World.
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Legendary Artists Shine
On Soundtrack CD Releases Despite Stumbling Blocks,

Community Players� �Laura�
Offers A Few Solid Performances

Martha Kostyra Stewart
(1941-        )

ARTIST OF THE WEEK

Martha Stewart

“Jack of all trades, master of
none” is a coined phrase which
could never apply to Jersey City-
born domestic guru, Martha
Stewart.

At the age of three, Martha
and her close knit, Polish-
American family moved to
Nutley.

A pharmaceutical salesman,
Martha’s father, Edward
Kostyra, taught her the art of
gardening when she was three
years old, while her mother, a
school teacher, Martha Kostyra,
taught her the fine points of
baking, cooking and sewing.
Martha was a straight “A” stu-
dent.

Once she was accepted to
Barnard College in New York
City, Martha worked as a model
to pay the bills. She started her
educational career studying
chemistry, but decided to turn
to art, European history and
architectural history instead.

She became the bride and
later ex-wife of then law stu-
dent Andrew Stewart and con-
tinued her work as a model for
commercials until her daugh-
ter, Alexis, was born in 1965.
Two years later, Martha decided
to become a stockbroker, but
left that profession when Wall
Street experienced a recession
in 1973.

It was 1976 when Martha
began her own catering ven-
ture in her family’s new 1805
farmhouse home in Westport,
Conn. For 10 years, Martha
managed her catering busi-
ness from her farmhouse base-
ment and opened a shop in
Westport where she sold spe-
cialty foods and entertaining
supplies.

After working as an editor
and writer for House Beauti-
ful, Martha published some
books of her own on entertain-
ing, as well as video tapes, din-
ner-music CDs, TV specials, and
other specialty books.

Now the founder of her own
magazine, television show and
enterprise, Martha Stewart
Living, has taken the world by
storm, proving that all of the
“good things” in life are avail-
able to those who are innova-
tors.

Without a Doubt: New Jersey Girls
(Celebrities) Best In the World!

If you look up the term “Jersey Girls” in a dictionary, there will
probably be a picture similar to the one I’ve courageously run this week
– high hair sprayed out of control and a goofy grin. Last year, a song
which parodied a popular tune, “I’m A Jersey Girl” shamelessly mocked
Jersey women, calling them airheads and hair spray queens who only
date guys named “Guido.”

Try telling that to the plethora of actresses, musicians and moguls who
have all hailed from our fair state.

Musicians Whitney Houston (Newark) and Lauryn Hill (South Or-
ange) are both proud of being Garden State grown. Both artists, Houston
who is most famous for her soundtrack for and performance in The
Bodyguard, and Hill, who smashed up the scene with her hit album “The
Miseducation of Lauryn Hill,” have made it a practice to return to their
roots. Houston and Hill constantly give back to their respective commu-
nities through performances and lectures, striving to keep music alive in
both towns.

Tenafly native Mira Sorvino and Summit-born Meryl Streep have
Continued on Page 21

By ANDY GOLDENBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Soundtrack CD’s are continuing
to sell successfully and recently
brings two more notable releases.

From Warner/Reprise come the
Man On The Moon and Magnolia
original soundtracks. The Andy
Kaufman soundtrack is as eclectic
as the man who inspired the movie.

The CD features songs as varied
as REM’s Kaufman
tribute tune, “Man
On The Moon,”
Exile’s “Kiss You
All Over” as well
as a three-way har-
monizing tune fea-
turing Kaufman,
Michael Stipe and
Kaufman’s alter-
ego, Tony Clifton.

The highlight of
this album for me
is the new REM
song penned es-
pecially for the film, “The Great
Beyond.” While sounding a bit
similar to “Man On The Moon,”
this tune is excellent nonetheless.

Another soundtrack that I have
been anticipating is the Magnolia
soundtrack. Why, I hear you ask,
would I anticipate the arrival of
this particular soundtrack when
the market is being flooded with
them? The reason is simple: Aimee
Mann contributed eight new songs,
including an instrumental and one
cover to this project.

The former Till’ Tuesday singer,
one of the greatest pop
songwriters of the last
20 years (You doubt me?
Check out her whole
back catalog!), Mann
does not disappoint on
this release as she
combs the intricate
depths of human rela-
tionships.

The third song on the
album, “Build That Wall”
could easily be a hit
single if released to ra-
dio. Other notable
songs include Mann’s cover of
Harry Nilsson’s “One” which was a
hit for Three Dog Night in the early
1970’s. This is the second appear-
ance of Mann’s version. The first
appeared on a Harry Nilsson trib-
ute CD a few years back.

There are two Supertramp songs
as well on this album. More movie
studios should commission
songwriters to write songs for films
instead of taking the easy road and
throwing together a hodgepodge
of previously released songs. I
suppose it’s quicker and cheaper
to do it that way. Pity, because
these two soundtracks do it differ-
ently and succeed on their own
merit.

From Atlantic Records comes
two notable greatest hits collec-
tions. Led Zeppelin’s “Early Days.”
This is the first ever GH compila-
tion from this band and it is a good
collection for younger listeners
who may not be as familiar with
the legendary band as some oth-
ers are. Notable songs include
“Dazed & Confused,” “Whole Lotta
Love” “Rock and Roll” and of

course, “Stairway to Heaven.”
A second volume is planned for

this year as well. The sound qual-
ity is top-notch.

Another greatest hits collection,
which I am not as crazy about, is
the Genesis “Turn It On Again-The
Hits” compilation. While the title
implies whom this collection is
meant for, I feel Atlantic did a
disservice to Peter Gabriel, whose

presence in the band
is marked only by “I
Know What I Like (In
Your Wardrobe)” from
1973’s seminal English
album “Selling En-
gland By the Pound”
and a remake of “The
Carpet Crawlers” from
1975’s classic “The
Lamb Lies Down
Broadway” album.

Otherwise this disc
takes the easy way out

and throws together all of the
bands’ hits, but fails to convey a
sense of the depth which marked
the early incarnation of the group
from 1971-1975. Long-time Gen-
esis fans deserve better.

Some more DVD’s of musical
merit arrived from Rhino Records.
Paul McCartney’s “In The World
Tonight,” is a touching documen-
tary about the making of Sir Paul’s
“Flaming Pie” album and
“Liverpool Oratorio” with cameos
from producer George Martin, his
late wife, Linda, and his son James.

Also worth viewing is a docu-
mentary about
the making of
the classic Jimi
Hendrix album,
“ E l e c t r i c
Ladyland” fea-
turing inter-
views with
Hendrix’ origi-
nal engineer
Eddie Kramer
and former
bandmates Noel
Redding and
Mitch Mitchell.

This is a fascinating documentary
for both fans in general as well as
musicians as many of Hendrix’
recording secrets are brought out
into the light.

For pure fun and energy, do not
miss Cheap Trick’s “Live In Austra-
lia” and Pat Benatar’s “Live In New
Haven.” All the hits are present
including “Surrender” “Dream Po-
lice” and “I Want You to Want Me.”
Benatar’s concert features stellar
guitar playing from her husband
Neil Giraldo.

More great DVD concerts and
movies are on the way, so stay
tuned to this column for further
information.

“Magnolia” album cover

“Man on the Moon” album cover

All A&E Press
Releases Should Be

Sent to:
michelle@goleader.com
by 4 p.m. on Fridays.

No Exceptions

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Although stam-
mering through several lines and
scenes, three actors in the en-
semble cast of the mystery Laura
truly kept the production afloat
during last Friday’s performance
at the Westfield Community Play-
ers (WCP).

Stepping onto the WCP stage
for the first time, New Brunswick
resident Jon Heron stole the show
as Waldo Lydecker, the preten-
tious, charismatic and often ec-
centric admirer of Laura. Al-
though obviously a May/Decem-
ber tryst of sorts, Heron’s por-
trayal of Waldo was convincing
and on the mark each and every
time.

With his Niles Crane-like
(“Frasier”) pomp and circumstance,
he never found himself stumbling
over lines or breaking character.
Bringing across a spectrum of emo-
tions from subtle fragility to ego-
mania to frustration and ire, Heron
is to be lauded for his noteworthy
depiction of Waldo.

Shelia Harding of Plainfield,
reached out to audiences with
her depiction of Bessie Clary, a
nervous ninny of a housekeeper
and confidante of Laura. Simply
infallible, Harding supplied the
comic relief to the audiences with
her Edith Bunker (“All In the
Family”) brand of acting. A wel-
come blend.

An articulate voice, superior act-
ing skills and chemistry with the
audience and the cast around her,
Somerset’s Eileen Hardy delivered
a stellar portrayal of our lead char-
acter, Laura Hunt. Although some
of the lines over which she
stumbled seemed difficult to re-
cover, Hardy gave the audience a
performance which would have
made Gene Tierney, the original
Laura in the 1944 movie release,
very proud.

This classic murder mystery,
which was penned many a moon
ago by Vera Caspary and George
Sklar, was carried out effectively
as the staggering “who dunit”
that it was meant to be. Those
who were not familiar with the
original movie stirred about dur-
ing intermission suspecting who
the real murder could have been.

Mark McPherson (Piscataway’s
Larry Aleshire), the detective as-
signed to the murder who be-
comes smitten and bitten by the
Laura bug (as all of the men in
the play seem to be) had a late
start in the play, with dry deliv-
ery which was supposed to be
taken for bravado. However,
Aleshire picks up speed and gains
acclaim after the first scene and
becomes much more passionate
about his lines and his place on
the stage.

Danny Dorgan, portrayed by
Winfield’s John Correll, Jr., tried a
bit too hard in delivering his per-
formance, not convincing the au-
dience of his character. The same
could be said about hometowner
Frederick Cuozzo’s Shelby Car-
penter, who gave some strong
moments to the audience. How-
ever, most of these lines seemed
inaudible and lacking in emotion

just as the character was supposed
to grow.

Kate Daly of Upper Montclair
was very convincing as the intimi-
dating and sassy mother of Danny
Dorgan.

The beauty of a small commu-
nity theater like WCP is that there
is always a chance that the theater
will grow and improve, striving to
be one level higher than it actually
is. WCP has this potential. Several
of the problems the actors had
with stumbling over lines could
have been avoided, especially for
the night of a benefit performance
when the play is in its second
week.

Overall, WCP’s Laura offers
some wonderful performances that
keep audience members on the
edge of their seats. The mystery of
the storyline is alive and well and
the ending does pack a punch
worthy of the original movie.

Laura will end its run at WCP
with two performances on Friday
and Saturday, January 21 and 22,
at 8 p.m. at the theater, 1000 North
Avenue, Westfield. All tickets are
$12.
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