
Page 2  Thursday, January 20, 2000 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Less Than Half of County’s First $300 Mil.-Plus
Budget to Come From Municipal Ratables

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Continuing a
trend of less reliability on property
taxes to support the Union County
budget, County Manager Michael J.
Lapolla last week unveiled an Ex-
ecutive Budget for 2000 of $302 mil-
lion. For the first time in county
history, less than half of the spending
plan will be raised in taxes.

In presenting his third budget to
the Freeholder board, Mr. Lapolla
noted that while the spending plan
has eclipsed the $300 million mark
for the first time, the county is rely-
ing on other sources of funding to
ensure the budget doesn’t fall squarely
on the backs of taxpayers.

Taxes account for 49.7 percent of
the revenue to be raised in the pro-
posal, which now heads to the board’s
Fiscal Affairs Committee chaired by
Freeholder Mary P. Ruotolo of
Westfield.

“If that’s not economic stability,
nothing is,” Mr. Lapolla said in zero-
ing in on the tax percentage numbers
of the budget.

He said that because of the increase
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Fanwood Council Kicks Off Year
With Update on Downtown Goals

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — Members of
Fanwood’s governing body dealt with
varied agenda items during their first
regular meeting of the new year, in-
cluding an update on downtown re-
vitalization efforts, passage of a tem-
porary budget and support for fluori-
dation of the local water supply.

During standing committee re-
ports, Council President Joel
Whitaker confirmed that the
Fanwood Downtown Revitalization
Committee (FDRC), of which he is a
member, held its reorganization meet-
ing the previous evening.

Mr. Whitaker said three concrete
goals were set forth by the FDRC at
its meeting, all of which he described
as “very encouraging.” These include
getting the budding Fanwood Busi-

ness and Professional Association
“up and running”; focusing on physi-
cal improvements to the borough’s
downtown and developing a market-
ing plan and theme.

Under other business, the council’s
temporary budget will cover operat-
ing expenses for the municipality
until the governing body adopts its
annual spending plan sometime
within the next few months. The
temporary budget represents a quar-
ter of the borough’s $5.6 million
budget for 1999.

Mayor Louis C. Jung announced
that two representatives from the state
Department of the Treasury would be
conducting a budgetary and opera-
tions review for the borough over the
next two to three months, including
interviews with municipal depart-
ment heads and employees.

He said the Treasury Department
representatives will attempt to deter-
mine which borough practices are
the best; where costs could be re-
duced while maintaining services;
problems the borough may be experi-
encing as a result of state mandates,
and how shared services could ben-
efit Fanwood.

The borough signed up for the free
program after it was initiated in 1994
by Governor Christine Todd
Whitman, although it has taken more
than five years for Fanwood to get its
review. Mayor Jung said a report
would be presented for the council
and the public after the study was
concluded.

Officials passed a resolution re-
questing that Elizabethtown Water
Company fluoridate the water supply
that serves Fanwood and 26 other
communities located east of the
company’s Bridgewater plant, fol-
lowing endorsement of the proposal
by the Fanwood Board of Health.

Municipalities south and west of
the plant are served by a different line
than those to the east of the
Bridgewater site and have a fluori-
dated water supply. These areas were

supplied by a different water com-
pany from the eastern towns before
Elizabethtown took over and have
continued to receive fluoride.

Since the 27 towns east of
Bridgewater are all served by the
same line, Elizabethtown Water has
maintained that each community
must agree to have the water supply
fluoridated before such action can be
taken. Mayor Thomas C. Jardim of
Westfield recently wrote to the gov-
erning bodies of the 26 other commu-
nities seeking their opinions on the
matter.

The recommendation from the
Fanwood Board of Health was based
on input from dentists, along with
medical and newspaper articles, ac-
cording to Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell, who serves as governing
body Liaison to the board.

Officials passed a resolution re-ap-
pointing the borough’s Emergency
Management Council for the year. The
group is charged with developing re-
sponse plans for the borough to handle
a variety of potential emergency situa-
tions. Last year, the Council dealt with
potential “Y2K” problems.

Headed by Fanwood Police Chief
Robert Carboy, who also serves as the
borough’s Emergency Management
Coordinator, the group will again
include representatives from munici-
pal government, the police and fire
departments and the rescue squad,
Public Works and the media, includ-
ing The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and TV-35.

Several other appointments were
announced by Mayor Jung. Republi-
can Municipal Chairman and former
Fanwood Mayor Theodore “Ted”
Trumpp has been named to the FDRC
– bringing the number of committee
members to 15.

In addition, Sophie Kauchak and
Borough Attorney Wilfred P.
Coronato were named as first and
second alternates, respectively, to the
Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage
Authority.

   Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORK GOES ON...Frigid temperatures and wind chills well below zero did not prevent Steve Rode and John Pirigyi,
employees of Thermal Guard, to continue refurbishing a porch off Grand Avenue in Scotch Plains.

in taxable ratables, the county’s tax
rate will decline this year. In 1998,
15 of the county’s 21 municipalities
saw reductions in their county tax
levies, while last year the number
dropped in 11 towns.

County tax rates were flat in
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Mountainside, while Fanwood expe-
rienced a decline in the amount to be
raised to support county services.

The 2000 budget calls for a tax
levy of $151.1 million, an amount
the county manager said “is less than
it was in 1995.” He said the spending
plan continues the county’s Aaa bond
rating and calls for no layoffs or
disruption of county services. Coupled
with a stabilized tax rate, Mr. Lapolla
called this trend in the county “a
remarkable achievement.”

On the appropriations side of the
budget, health and welfare services
represent the largest portion of the
budget at $84.4 million or 27.9 per-
cent, followed by general govern-
ment, $56.2 million or 18.6 percent,
and regulation, $50.1 million or 16.6
percent. Maintenance and repair of
roads and bridges accounts for an-

other $29.4 million or 9.7 percent,
with education and recreation com-
ing in at $15.2 million or 5 percent.

On the revenue side, after taxes,
revenue generated by the county such
as fees for services represent $65.9
million, or 21.8 percent, of the spend-
ing plan; followed by revenue from
grants, $34.3 million or 11.4 per-
cent, and revenue taken from surplus
funds, $32 million or 10.6 percent.

While the tax levy has been drop-
ping, the amount of funds utilized
from the county’s surplus or fund
balance has risen from $14.6 million
in 1995 to $32 million this year. This
year’s total surplus is in the range of
$40 million.

Grant revenues have risen from
$27.6 million to $34.3 million dur-
ing this time frame.

The county manager cited addi-
tional sources of funding, and “sound
fiscal management” as reasons for
the declining county tax levy. The
amount to be raised in taxes has
dropped 7 percent as per the total of
the revenue portion of the budget
since 1994 and 19 percent from 1990,
when nearly 70 percent of the budget
came from taxes.

Since 1994, revenues from sources
other than taxes has risen from 43.9
percent to 50.3 percent of the budget.

“This is a gimmick free budget,”
Mr. Lapolla stated, noting that the
county hasn’t sold any large proper-
ties to pad the revenue side of the
budget.

In other Freeholder business last
Thursday, the board hired the firm of
Joseph Jingoli & Son, Inc., of

Lawrenceville to provide construc-
tion management and hazardous
waste investigative services, at a cost
of $600,000, for the schematic de-
sign development phase of the Union
County Juvenile Detention Center
being built at the former Olympia
Trails bus depot near the Goethals
Bridge in Elizabeth.

On another matter, George
Devanney, Deputy County Manager
and Director of Economic Develop-
ment, said the nearly $90,000 one-
year contract approved by the board
to Mediasquared of New Brunswick
is for expansion of last year’s pro-
gram for a new design and slogan for
signs at the county’s parks.

The signs will now be expanded to
county buildings and in the parks
themselves as directional indicators
to county recreational facilities.

Mr. Devanney said there is currently
a lack of uniformity of directional signs
within the parks. He said the county
will also use the new logo on its letter-
head on all printed material.

Mediasquared will complete the
implementation phase of the project,
which is described as an “image build-
ing campaign” for the county.

In addition, the board approved
the latest in HEART (History, Educa-
tion and Arts Reaching Thousands)
grants. Among the groups awarded
funds was the Westfield Historical
Society, which received $4,300.

Also, freeholders approved the
appointment of Elisa Sanaman of
Westfield to a three-year term on the
Senior Citizen and Disabled Resi-
dent Transportation Board.

One-Year Rule Considered
For Former Town Attorneys
Who Appear Before Boards

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Town Coun-
cil is considering a policy that re-
quires, as a condition for appoint-
ment, that prospective Town Attor-
neys, Planning Board or Board of
Adjustment Attorneys agree not to
appear before for the council or any
town board for one year following
their termination from the town.

The proposed policy follows a year
in which former long-time Town At-
torney Charles H. Brandt appeared
before the Planning Board on several
cases.

His most recent appearance was

for an application to subdivide a prop-
erty on East Broad Street. The single-
family house that sits on that lot was
formerly owned by former Town
Councilman Donald Bagger, the fa-
ther of state Assemblyman Richard
H. Bagger. The case has some sig-
nificance due to the historical nature
of the home that dates back to 1785.

“The purpose of the (proposed)
policy would be to preclude an attor-
ney from practicing before boards or
before the council for a reasonable
period,” stated current Town Attor-
ney William S. Jeremiah, 2nd in a
memorandum to Mayor Thomas C.
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